SENATE FI NANCE COW TTEE
February 23, 2010
2:32 p.m

2:32:16 PM

CALL TO ORDER

Co- Chair Stednan called the Senate Finance
nmeeting to order at 2:32 p.m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Senat or Lyman Hof f man, Co- Chair
Senat or Bert Stedman, Co-Chair
Senator Charlie Huggins, Vice-Chair
Senator Johnny Ellis

Senat or Denni s Egan

Senat or Donny O son

Senat or Joe Thomas

VEMBERS ABSENT

Senat or Joe Paskvan, Sponsor.
SUMVARY

SB 159 WORKERS' COVPENSATI ON FUNERAL EXPENSES

Conmittee

SB 159 was REPCORTED out of Conmmttee with a "do
pass" recomendation and with a new zero note by

t he Depar t ment of Labor and
Devel opnent .

SB 163 MAXI MUM BENEFI T FROM FI SHERVEN S FUND

Wor kf or ce

SB 163 was REPORTED out of Committee with a "do
pass” recommendation and with a new fiscal note

by the Departnent of Labor and

Wor kf or ce

Devel opnent and a new zero note by the Departnent

of Fish and Gane.

SB 199 VEDI CAl D COVERAGE FOR DENTURES

SB 199 was REPORTED out of Commttee with a "do
pass” recommendation and with a new zero note by
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the Senate Finance Committee and a previously
publ i shed fiscal note: FN2 (HSS).

#sb159
SENATE BILL NO. 159

"An Act increasing the maxinmum funeral expenses
payable as a workers' conpensation death benefit; and
providing for an effective date."

2:33: 06 PM

Co-Chair Stednman provided history of the legislation in
committee and pointed to additional information requested
from the departnment on February 11 in the form of a
February 18 letter from Conmm ssioner Bishop. He referred to
the zero note.

Co-Chair Hoffman MOVED to report SB 159 out of Conmittee
wi th individual recomendations and the acconpanying fiscal
note. There being NO OBJECTION, it was so ordered.

SB 159 was REPORTED out of Comrmittee with a "do pass”
recommendation and with a new zero note by the Departnent
of Labor and Workforce Devel opnent.

#sb163

SENATE BILL NO 163
"An  Act increasing the allowances for injury,
di sability, or hear t attack payable from the
fisherman's fund; and providing for an effective
date.”

2:34: 34 PM

Co- Chair Stednman provided an overview of the legislation in
commttee. Additional information requested at the February
8 hearing was in the packet. He referred to the zero note
from the Department of Fish and Gane, and a fiscal note
from the Departnent of Labor and Wrkforce Devel opnent
estimating an additional $63.7 thousand in clains from the
Fi sherman’s Fund. He noted that the fund was able to absorb
t he increase.
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Senator O son expressed concerns regarding Al aska Native
health system beneficiaries, who pay into the Fisherman’s
Fund but are unable to take advantage of it.

SENATOR JOE PASKVAN, SPONSCR, replied that the fund hel ped
those wthout other coverage available to them He
acknowl edged an inherent unfairness but reported that the
measure was intended to cover people with no nedical
cover age.

Co-Chair Hoffman MOVED to report SB 163 out of Conmttee
wi th individual reconmendations and the acconpanying fiscal
notes. There being NO OBJECTIQN, it was so ordered.

SB 163 was REPCRTED out of Committee with a "do pass”
recomendation and with a new fiscal note by the Departnent
of Labor and Workforce Devel opnent and a new zero note by
t he Departnent of Fish and Gane.

#sb199
SENATE BI LL NO 199

"An Act providing for a two-year funding cycle for
medi cal assi stance coverage for dentures.”

2:37:28 PM

Co-Chair Stedman provided a history of the bill in
commttee. He noted that at the first hearing on February
11, the bill was held for the departnment to work on the

fiscal notes. The Departnent of Health and Social services
had two fiscal notes, one for the audit of the preventive
dental program showi ng the inpact of conmbining two years
worth of services in one fiscal note; the Finance Conmittee
had adopted the note. The second fiscal note represented
the departnent’s request for one additional staff person;
the Finance Conmittee ascertained that the position was not
necessary and adopted a zero note to replace it.

Co-Chair Hoffman MOVED to report SB 199 out of Commttee
wi th individual reconmmendations and the acconpanying fiscal
notes. There being NO OBJECTIQN, it was so ordered.

SB 199 was REPCRTED out of Committee with a "do pass"”
recommendation and with a new zero note by the Senate
Finance Commttee and a previously published fiscal note:
FN2 (HSS) .
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2:39: 52 PM

#
ADJ OURNIVENT

The neeting was adjourned at 2:40 PM
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