HOUSE FI NANCE COW TTEE
March 26, 2009
1:38 p. m

1: 38:48 PM

CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chair Hawker called the House Finance Comm ttee neeting
to order at 1:38 p.m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Representati ve M ke Hawker, Co-Chair
Representative Bill Stoltze, Co-Chair
Representative Bill Thomas Jr., Vice-Chair
Representative Allan Austerman
Representative Harry Crawford
Representative Anna Faircl ough
Representative Richard Foster
Representative Les Gara

Representati ve Reggi e Joul e
Representative Mke Kelly

Represent ati ve Wodi e Sal non

MEMBERS ABSENT

None
ALSO PRESENT

Dave Newton, Director of Student Services, Juneau School
District; Peggy Brown, Executive Director, Al aska Network on
Donestic Violence & Sexual Assault; Ann Gfford, Attorney,
Juneau; Wody W/ son, Superintendent, Wangell Publ i c
School s; Nancy DeCherney, Executive Director, Juneau Arts
and Hurmanities; Aaron Elnore, Artistic Director, Theater in
t he Rough, Juneau; Andi Story, School Board Menber, Juneau
School District; Barb Angaiak, President, NEA Al aska,
Juneau; Kyle Pickett, Music Director, Juneau Synphony; Ryan
Conarro, Theater Artist, Juneau; Sara Conarro, Arts
Educator, Juneau; Ray DePriest, D rector of Career and
Techni cal Education, Mat-Su School District; Patricia Hull,
Trustee, Juneau Arts and Humanities Council; Lorrie Heagy,
Librarian and Misic Teacher, dacier Valley El enentary
School , Juneau.

PRESENT VI A TELECONFERENCE

Tom Giffiths, President, Kenai Peninsula Food Bank; G nger
Baim Executive Director, S A F. E., Dillingham Mchelle
DeWtt, Executive Director, Tundra Wnen's Coalition,
Bet hel ; Gayle Eastwood, Petersburg; Jessica Cark, Infant
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Learning Program Ketchikan; Jill Showran, President, Mat-Su
Education Association, Wasilla; Billie Haan, WMt-Su Schoo

District, Palner; Rebecca Blohm Wisilla; Carl Crosnman,
G ennall en; M chael Johnson, Superintendent, Copper River
School District, dennallen; Candace Wnkler, Al aska Child
Care Resource Network, Anchorage; Eugene Paul, Holy Cross;
Jessie  Menkens, Anchor age; Nel son  Augapak  Sr, Vi ce
President, Al aska Federation of Natives, Anchorage; Leslie
Haj dukovi ch, President, Fai r banks School Board; Nancy
Wagner, Superintendent, Fairbanks North Star Borough Schoo

District; Tom Mrgan, State Director of Communities in
Schools Al aska, Eagle River; Sarah Scanlan, Rural Al aska
Community Action Program Anchorage; Judy Cordell, AWAIC,
Anchor age; Pat Hol nes, Kodi ak; St ewar t McDonal d,
Superintendent, Kodiak |Island Borough School D strict,
Kodi ak; Anelia Topkok, College of Rural and Conmunity
Devel opnent Health Prograns, UA Fairbanks; Bob Beach

Fai rbanks; Don Shircel, Director of dient Devel opnent,
Tanana Chiefs Conference, Fai r banks; Dr . Nor man  Eck
Superintendent, NWArctic Borough School District, Kotzebue;
Brenda Stanfield, Interior Center for Nonviolent Living,

Fai r banks; Stephanie Burglund, Anchorage; Jackie Stewart,
Cat al yst Business Consulting, Anchorage; Rhonda Hubbard,
Fi sheries, Seward; Britney Goodni ght, Chugi ak.

GENERAL SUBJECT(S) :

The followng overview was taken in log note fornmat.

Handouts wll be on file wth the House Finance Commttee
through the 26th Legislative Session, contact 465-6814.
After the 26th Legislative Session they wll be available
through the Legislative Library at 465-3808.

#hb199

HB 199 "An Act maki ng suppl enental appropriations and

capital appropriations; anmendi ng appropriations;
and providing for an effective date.”

PUBLI C TESTI MONY

is to offset local or state
educati on funds.

TI VE SPEAKER DI SCUSSI ON

1:41: 29 PM | DAVE NEWQN, Voiced his support for education and
DI RECTOR OF special education funds. He stressed
STUDENT I medi at e and critical needs for
SERVI CES, speci al education funds, which he felt
JUNEAU SCHOOL the stimulus package coul d neet.
DI STRI CT

1:43:32 PM | Representative |Asked if there were strings to the
Gar a speci al education stinulus noney.

1:44:08 PM | M. Newton Replied that the stipulations are

simlar to current Part B noney. This

speci al
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1:44:47 PM | Representative |Questioned what ki nd of speci al
Gar a education progranms woul d be inplenented
with the stimulus funds.

1:44:58 PM | M. Newton Enphasi zed «critical wunderstaffing in
speech and |anguage. He indicated the
need in the area of assessnents. 1In
addition there are renewal issues in
the districts in consistent materials
and assessnent of site levels in each
school and nentoring for new teachers.

1:46: 27 PM | Co-Chair Asked about his desire for hiring nore

Hawker peopl e and wondered what woul d happened
to them in 18 nonths when noney no
| onger there.

1:46:36 PM | M. Newton Remarked that it depends on a nunber of
different issues. In the nentoring,
| ooking at using funds for structuring
for next few years then existing staff
after that. Speech and |anguage w Il be
st udent dependent.

1:47:36 PM | Co-Chair Questioned if M. Newton understood the

Hawker stinmulus noney is one tinme noney and no
commtnent fromstate to continue it.

M. Newt on Repl i ed he under st ood.

1:47:56 PM | Co-Chair Asked if his school district would sign

Hawker a paper stating they would not cone
back to the state to ask for additional
f unds.

M. Newt on Replied that he could not speak for the
school district.

1:48:33 PM | Co-Chair Counseled that the |egislature needs

Hawker assurance that people understand this
i S one-tine noney.
1:48:49 PM | Representative |Agreed with Co-Chair Hawker on nmaking
Fai r cl ough sure this is a one-tine appropriation.
She voiced her concern on new prograns
being developed with this nopney. She
asked how nuch noney the Juneau schoo
district received last year and what
I nprovenents had been nmade wth that
noney.

1:50: 04 PM | M. Newton Replied he would have to refer to the
school district finance officer.

1:50: 32 PM |Representative |Declared that any school district

Fai r cl ough comng before the Ilegislature asking
for stimul us noney to get this
i nf or mati on.
1: 50: 58 PM | Co-Chair Suggested that school rei nvest nment
Hawker began two years ago not seven years.
1:51: 09 PM | Representative |Assuned that school districts grant
Joul e noney and not just rely on the state to
run progr ans. He bel i eved school
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districts are accustomed to getting
short term funds and nmeking the
adj ust ment .

M. Newt on Agr eed.
1:51: 50 PM |Representative |Concurred with asking for things I|ike
Gar a curricul um upgrades. He did not believe

the legislature could ask schools to
not conme back in two years and ask for
nore noney. Schools present their need
and the |egislature decides how nuch to
fund.

1: 53: 00 PM | Representative
Kel |'y

Ur ged r emenberi ng FY09 and FY10

projections for $2 billion deficits
while spending stinmulus funds. He
believed the school district has grown
dramatically in recent years and

want ed assurances that schools did not
think they had been handed a credit
card to grow t he budget further.

1: 55: 50 PM | PEGGY BROWN,
EXECUTI VE

DI RECTCR,
ALASKA NETWORK
ON DOMVESTI C

VI CLENCE &
SEXUAL ASSAULT

Requested that federal stinmulus funds
be accepted for the Council on Donestic
Vi ol ence and Sexual Assault and Public
Safety. She indicated the strain of
econoni ¢ di stress and accel erat ed

donmestic vi ol ence. She request ed
sti mul us f unds to fill exi sting
positions and provide enploynent and
training in ur ban ar eas, rura
vi |l | ages, and smal | Al askan
comunities. The noney will not be used

to expand services, but to absorb the
i npact of donestic violence in the
state. She urged funding the Stop G ant
and CDVSA. She appreciated the increase
in |aw enforcenent.

2:00: 37 PM | ANN G FFORD,
ATTORNEY,
JUNEAU

Encouraged acceptance of all federal
stimulus funds for arts and education.
Many school districts are |ooking at

cuts, which can be prevented by
stimulus noney. She also urged support
for f undi ng speci al educat i on

especially for teacher training.

2:02:47 PM | Co-Chair
Hawker

Commented that the legislature can not
conpel the governor to receive or spend
the nmoney; it is 100 percent up to the
governor to apply for, received, and
spend t he noney.

2:03:35 PM | Representative
Gar a

Agreed it is up to the executive branch
but also up to the public to put
pressure on the governnent.
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2:04:15 PM | WOODY W LSON, Urged acceptance of federal stimulus
SUPERI NTENDENT | funding for education. He would like to
,  WRANGELL enpl oy a special education teacher to
PUBLI C SCHOOLS |assist in long-range plans and to train
regul ar education teachers for the next
two years. He would like to reinburse
the tuition for teachers to becone
endorsed in special education, to hire
a coor di nat or for career-| earning
prograns and to offer programs to
smaller communities, to hire a reading
coor di nat or, and use stabilization
funds for car eer devel opnent . He
decl ared short-tinme noney could be used
to replace equipnent and inprove the
technol ogy infrastructure. Wangell is
working on distance education; the
stinmulus noney could be used for this.
In addi tion, mat h and sci ence
coordinators could be hired. He noted
increases in salary and health care
costs.
2:12: 00 PM | Co-Chair Asked if M. WIson and the schoo
Hawker board would be wlling to sign an
affidavit acknowl edging the one-tine
nature of the funds and not ask for
nore noney next year.
M. WIson Replied that his school board, as
el ected officials, would have to answer
t he guesti on.
2:13:10 PM | NANCY Advocated acceptance of all noney for
DECHERNEY, arts and education. The noney asked for
EXECUTI VE S very specific W th stringent
DI RECTOR, gui del i nes. She ment i oned
JUNEAU ARTS infrastructure as one use.
AND HUVANI Tl ES
COUNCI L
2:14:31 PM | Representative |Asked if all the arts noney is under
Gara one grant item
Ms. Decher ney Replied that $300,000 is in one grant.
2:15:12 PM | TOM GRI FFI THS, |Described concerns of the food bank in
PRESI DENT, Soldotna. He related the project and
BOARD OF mssion to serve the hungry in the
DI RECTORS, peninsula. He declared that food is
KENAI provided to 65 different agencies and
PENI NSULA FOOD [noted an increase of those needing
BANK hel p. He discussed a construction
proj ect.
2:18:13 PM | Co-Chair Did not believe the bill applies to
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Hawker this type of request. He described a
| egi sl ative clearinghouse for comunity
organi zations to find what di rect
funding mght be available in the
sti mul us package.

:19:28 PM | Representative |[Provided the phone nunber for the

Fai r cl ough Al aska C earinghouse at 1-888-480-4321
on Fri day.

:20: 07 PM | G NGER BAIM Asked that state accept all the funds

EXECUTI VE for public safety and sexual assault

Dl RECTOR, prograns. She urged understanding that

S.A F.E., non-profits are used to t he

Dl LLI NGHAM stipulations of one-tinme funding. She
stressed that her organization is ready
and able to accept the funds.

:22:55 PM | Co-Chair Asserted that the governor does not

Hawker make much tinme for the legislature so
suggested that people reach out to her
directly.

:23:24 PM | M CHELLE Urged acceptance of funds for public

DEW TT, safety. She has been inundated wth

EXECUTI VE requests for help from shelters. She

DI RECTOR, reported that nost grant agreenents are

TUNDRA WOMEN S| one-year grants.

CQOALI TI ON

BETHEL

: 25: 08 PM | GAYLE Ur ged accept ance of funds for

EASTWOOD, fertilizer for agriculture. Waste from

PETERSBURG fish processing can be turned into
fertilizer providing new jobs as well
as help for farnmers. The quality of
grain and feed woul d i nprove.

Co- Chair Referred her to the clearinghouse.

Hawker

:27:49 PM | JESSI CA CLARK, |[Urged support for education funding

EARLY LEARNI NG | She believed there could be an increase

PROGRAM in professionalism with training. She

KETCHI KAN noted that noney spent from birth-3
years pays off later in life; early
I ntervention nakes a big difference for
young people. She indicated she is not
in the position to say they would not
be back to ask for nore funds, but
woul d |ike this noney avail abl e now.

: 30: 20 PM | AARON ELMORE, Encour aged support for arts and

ARTI STI C education funding. He believed arts and

DI RECTOR, educati on nakes people hunman and better

THEATER IN THE |citizens. He urged the use of the noney

ROUGH, JUNEAU t o change young people’s |lives.

:33:18 PM | ANDI STORY, Urged acceptance of the stinulus funds

SCHOOL BOARD for education. She |listed possible uses

MEMBER, JUNEAU |[for the funding: staff devel opnent,

SCHOOL I ncl udi ng a sci ence coach for
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DI STRI CT

el enentary teachers and training for
reading and witing; capital funding,

i ncl udi ng for t echnol ogy
infrastructure; one-tine expenditures,
i ncl udi ng for drug and al cohol

counsel ors; and other prograns that are
slated to be cut. She conmented that
increases in education funding are
still resulting in cuts in districts.

2:36:48 PM | BARB ANGAI AK
PRESI DENT, NEA
ALASKA, JUNEAU

Thanked the efforts of the legislature
for funding education in the past. She
has contacted the governor to accept
al | funds for educat i on. She
appreci at ed t he I ncreased school
funding, but pointed out that it has
not enabl ed school districts to devel op
prograns and staff devel opnent. The

noney wll be re-allocated to other
states if not accepted.
2:40:11 PM | Co-Chair Agreed noney wll be reallocated, but
Hawker cautioned that taking the noney could
| eave schools in a nore precarious
financial situation in future.
Ms. Angai ak Dd not think that investing in
training and curriculum materials could
ever put school districts i n a

precarious situation.

2:40:56 PM | Co-Chair
Hawk er

Referred to hiring new enployees that
would need to be paid after the funds
ran out. He asked if NEA would be
willing to demand that school districts
put t he noney into curricul um
devel opnent, mai nt enance, equi pnent ,
and training, and not use the noney for
expandi ng enpl oynent .

2:42:41 PM | Ms. Angai sak

Rem nded the conmttee that she has no
way of conpelling a school district to
do what they do not want to do. She
believed the funds were for these types
of projects.

Ms. Angai sak expl ai ned she did not have
a way to control school districts
actions. Co-Chair Hawker appreciated
her non answer.

Co- Chai r
Hawker

I ndi cat ed t hat he was extrenely
troubled that she could not give an
answer to the question. He wanted
commtment to utilizing this noney for
its intended use. He asked again if she
woul d go to schools with his request.

2:43: 03 PM | Representative
Gar a

Disagreed wth Co-Chair Hawker and
bel i eved the school districts have the
nost know edge and ability to spend the
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noney to best educate the children over
the | ong run.

Co- Chai r
Hawker

Stressed that the governor has the
authority to spend the noney and he was
trying to coach those requesting noney
on how to get the governor on their
si de.

2:44:14 PM | KYLE PI CKETT,
MUSI C

DI RECTOR
JUNEAU
SYMPHONY

Urged acceptance of the arts and
education funding. He described the
possibility of up to 30,000 arts groups
folding in the country due to |ack of
funds. He stressed the inportance of
noney for the arts. He explained how
Nat i onal Endowrent for the Arts noney
Is dispersed; small groups are not
usually on the map. He stressed how the
arts are supported by grants from state
arts councils.

2:48:49 PM |JILL SHOAWAN
PRESI DENT,
VAT- SU
EDUCATI ON
ASSCOCI ATl ON
WASI LLA

Testified in support of funding for
education. The Mat Su schools anticipate
t he el imnation of f our nur se
positions; the stinmulus noney would
allow themto stay on staff and prepare
for the next tw years. The schools
need nurses to keep children safe. The
noney would also allow additional
security staffing. The district is also
|l ooking at Title 1 funds and using
funds for professional devel opnent.

2:51:51 PM | Bl LLI E HAAN,
MAT- SU SCHOCL
DI STRI CT,
PALMER

Testified in support of funding for
education. She would Ilose her job
without the stinmulus noney and this
would help her famly, even if it was
only for two years. She understood this
was one-tine nmoney and urged the
committee to accept the full anount.

2:53:19 PM | REBECCA BLOHM
WASI LLA

Spoke in support of using the education
stinmul us noney. She detail ed t he
benefits of funding special prograns.
She spoke of the use of Title 1 funds.
She presently volunteers in the school,
but the stimulus noney may allow her to
be enployed, even if only for two
years.

2:55:30 PM | CARL  CROSMAN,

Thought the stinmulus noney should be

GLENNALLEN spent on sel f-sustai ni ng renewabl e
ener gy proj ect s. He listed t hree
potential projects.

2:57:48 PM | M CHAEL Ur ged caution for t he | ong-term

JOHNSON

SUPERI NTENDENT
, COPPER RI VER
SCHOCL

consequences of using the stinmulus
funds for the state and its children.
However, he supported acceptance of
education funds because it is tenporary
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DI STRI CT,
GLENNALLEN

noney. He noted that all children wll
pay the consequences of the bill in the
future so it was inportant to allow
Al askan children to benefit from what

they will one day pay for. His district
f ocused on st af f devel opnent,
i nstructional technology, and enhancing
sunmer and after school activities.
3:00: 08 PM | RYAN CONARRO, Spoke in support of the one-tine
THEATER funding for the arts in the stinulus
ARTI ST, JUNEAU | package. He spoke of the Nationa
Endowrent for the Arts. He stressed
that he was “job ready” and listed the
benefits to students from arts
pr ogr ams.
3:03: 08 PM | SARA CONARRO, Echoed support for federal econonic
ARTS EDUCATOR, |[stimulus noney for the arts. She spoke
JUNEAU of the benefits to children from the
arts.
3:04: 38 PM | CANDACE Testified in support of the early care
W NKLER, and education program in the stinmulus
ALASKA CHI LD pl an, particularly the «child care
CARE RESOURCE devel opment bl ock grant fund. She did
NETWORK, not see a problem wth short-term
ANCHORACE f undi ng. She descri bed child-care
prograns and ways to use the funding
I ncl udi ng training and di st ance
delivery technol ogy.
3:07:29 PM | EUGENE PAUL, Urged acceptance of federal stinmulus
TRI BAL CHI EF, funding for education. He al so spoke
HOLY CROSS in support of federal econom c stinulus
TRIBAL COUNCIL |noney for the arts, especially native
crafts in the village. Funding is on a
yearly basis and the stimulus noney is
needed in rural areas.
3:09:04 PM | JESSI E Urged acceptance of federal stinmulus
VENKENS, funding for education, especially for
ANCHORAGE child care developnent block grants.
She stated concerns about childcare
assi stance rates.
3:11: 07 PM | NELSON AUGAPAK | Urged acceptance of federal stinulus
SR, VI CE funding for education. He stated that
PRESI DENT, AFN is in support of accepting all ARRA
ALASKA funds. He testified 1in support of
FEDERATI ON OF acceptance of federal econom c stinulus
NATI VES (AFN), |[nmoney for the arts. He noted the high
ANCHORAGE rates of unenploynent, especially for
Nati ve Al askans. He asked for
acceptance of federal stinulus funds to
address unenploynent, particularly in
rural Al aska.
3:17:44 PM | LESLI E Spoke in support of accepting education
HAJ DUKOVI CH, f unds. She noted the district is
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PRESI DENT,
FAI RBANKS
SCHOCOL BOARD

| ooking for ways to spend the noney
wi t hout expandi ng progr ans. Some
prograns could be extended that are now
being cut. The point of the stinmulus is
to stinmulate the economy. She noted
that the district regularly uses one-
time noney; the district wll [ook
carefully at prograns that wll not
expand future funding, such as teacher
training and technol ogy upgrades.

3:20: 53 PM | NANCY WAGNER,
SUPERI NTENDENT
,  FAI RBANKS
NORTH STAR
BOROUGH SCHOOL
DI STRI CT

Urged acceptance of federal stinmulus
funding for education. They are able to
use funds wthout encunbering the

future. Title 1 funds will go a long
way to addr ess sone of needs,
especially in speci al educati on.
Fundi ng graduation coaches for two nore
years wll help many to graduates

during the funding period. Funding w Il
I ncrease the skills of teachers.

3:23: 37 PM | TOM MORGAN,
STATE DI RECTOR
OF COMVUNI Tl ES

I N SCHOOLS
ALASKA, EAGLE
Rl VER

Urged acceptance of federal stinmulus
funding for education. He stressed the
I nportance of reading and graduation
results and wurged funding for the
| magi nation library.

3:26:12 PM | SARAH SCANLAN,
RURAL ALASKA
COVWUNI TY
ACTI ON
PROGRAM
ANCHORACGE

Testified in support of accepting
various stimulus funds. She provided an
overview of Rural CAP services, and
spoke to two stimulus allocations.
First, she addressed $3.9 nmillion in
comunity service block grant funds,
which are available to Rural CAP as
Alaska’s only eligible agency, for
noving |owinconme people toward self
sufficiently. She assured the conmttee
that no new jobs would be created to
keep these prograns. She addressed
details regarding the $18.5 mllion
weat heri zation allocation. The stinulus
f unds addr ess i medi ate  short-term
needs with | ong-termi npact.

Co- Chai r
Hawker

Assured her that the weatherization
grants do not require statutory or
regul at ory change.

3:31: 07 PM | JUDY CORDELL,
AWAI C
ANCHORAGE

Echoed support for federal economc
stinmulus noney for sexual assault and
domestic violence. The funds would be
used for one-tinme pur chases and
bui | di ng repairs.

3:33:16 PM | PAT HOLMES
KCDI AK

Urged acceptance of federal stinmulus
funding for education, health, public
safety, and energy conservation. He
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addressed itens that the governor did
not want included and asked for a
specific list. He wurged |ooking at
weat heri zation funding and funding for
speci al educati on.
Co- Chair Referred to a list on the Ofice of
Hawker Managenent and Budget website.
3:38:36 PM | STEWART Urged acceptance of federal stinmulus
MCDONALD, funding for education. He enphasized
SUPERI NTENDENT |that Title 1 and Title 6B funds go up
, KODI AK and down each year and are outside the
| SLAND BOROUGH |general fund budget. The funds also
SCHOCL address unexpected needs for specia
DI STRI CT, education. The primary use for Title 6B
KCDI AK noney in the district would be to neet
No Child Left Behind requirenents in
the area of special education math.
Expendi tures would focus on a two-year
enphasis. Sonme noney would be used in
the devel opnental pre-school program
He assured the commttee that the
school board has given the mandate not
to grow t he budget.
3:41:51 PM | Co-Chair Appreciated the wunderstanding of the
Hawker tenporal nature of the funds.
3:42:19 PM | RAY DEPRI EST, Spoke for the Mat-Su Superintendent of
DI RECTOR OF school s, who understands that the funds
CAREER AND sunset in 2011. He believed the funds
TECHNI CAL will enhance the drop-out prevention
EDUCATI ON, program special education prograns,
MAT- SU SCHOOL the workforce youth program for job
DI STRI CT traini ng, and early chi | dhood
education. The district is accustoned
to dealing wth grant funds and
wel cones increased scrutiny of prograns
for financial audits. He thought the
funding would benefit the econony in
the Mat-Su region as well as students.
Co- Chair Noted the superintendent’s letter was
Hawker in the record.
3:45:40 PM | Representative |[Wndered if there was specific noney
Gar a dedi cated to vocational education.
M. DePri est Expl ained that noney is in the stimulus
bill for vocational education under the
Workforce I nvestnment Act Grant.
3:46:49 PM | PATRICI A HULL, |Encouraged acceptance of funds for the

TRUSTEE
JUNEAU ARTS
AND HUNMANI TI ES
COUNCI L

arts, specifically for the Al aska State
Council on the Arts. She pointed out
the experience arts and humanities
groups have in dealing with short-term
and changing funding. The funds wll

sust ai n arts gr oups t hr ough t he
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financi al
t oget her
hunani ti es;
t oget her

crisis. Diverse groups come
t hr ough t he arts and

groups and individuals work
to make the community better.

She listed individuals and groups who
have contributed to the |arger good and
expl ai ned that often the | ar gest
expense is fuel.
3:50: 05 PM | LORRI E HEAGY, Asked for acceptance of funds for the
LI BRARI AN AND arts and education. She described her
MUSI C TEACHER, |[work with parents as a non-profit to
GLACI ER VALLEY |work with young people to bring artists
ELEMENTARY into the schools. After the first year,
SCHOCL, JUNEAU |reading scores rose dramatically. She
has collected data over four years,
I ncluding test scores, that denonstrate
how partnering arts and education
significantly helps at-risk kids. Even
If the noney stopped in two years, it
woul d have inportant inpact.
3:54:41 PM | AMELI A TOPKOK, |Urged acceptance of federal stinmulus
COLLEGE OF funding for education. She described
RURAL AND CRCD services through the wuniversity,
COVMUNI TY including prograns wthin rural high
DEVEL OPMVENT schools and a summer health acadeny.
(CRCD) HEALTH The program works frequently wth
PROGRAMS, UA short-term grants. She hoped t he
FAI RBANKS governor woul d accept the funds for the
future well -being of the young.
3:58:14 PM | BOB BEACH, Urged funding support for veterans. He
FAI RBANKS also wanted a netal snelter on the
North Slope to nmake equipnent from
recycl ed netals.
4:01: 00 PM | DON SHI RCEL, Supported the AARA and urged acceptance
DI RECTOR OF of f eder al stimul us fundi ng for
CLI ENT education. He described the division's
DEVEL OPVENT, education departnent, which addresses
TANANA CHI EFS enpl oynent, training, and soci al
CONFERENCE, services. The funds could greatly help
FAI RBANKS for technology wupgrades and teacher
training. He expressed the need for
rural school district funding.
4:03:48 PM | DR NORVAN Urged acceptance of federal stimulus
ECK, funding for education. The district is
SUPERI NTENDENT |scheduled to receive over $600,000 in
, NW ARCTI C Title 1 special education funding both
BOROUGH SCHOCOL |[this year and next, which would be used
DI STRI CT, for reading and math nmaterials for
KOTZEBUE special needs students, to purchase
technol ogy infrastructure for distance
| earning, and for repairs and teacher
housi ng. He understands the one-tine
use of the funds.
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4:05: 54 PM | BRENDA Urged accepting noney for victinms of
STANFI ELD, vi ol ence and sexual assault. The noney
| NTERI OR could be wused for staff training,
CENTER FOR outreach in the comunities, public
NONVI CLENT service announcenent s, and peer
LI VI NG counsel i ng groups. The center is also
FAI RBANKS | acking a data system She also urged

acceptance of federal stinmulus funding
for educati on.

4:09: 08 PM | STEPHANI E Urged acceptance of federal stinmulus
BURGLUND, fundi ng for education.

ANCHORAGE

4:10:21 PM | JACKI E Asked for acceptance of in the federa
STEWART, stinmulus funds to address unenpl oynent
CATALYST and job creation. She spoke of the
BUSI NESS weat heri zation program and the need to
CONSULTI NG, devel op sustai nable energy; fuel costs
ANCHORAGE are hurting businesses significantly.

She hoped for a vision for the state
hel pi ng businesses. Wiile working with
t he Sout heast Smal | Busi ness
Devel opnent Center, she was the only
per son coveri ng al | of Sout heast
Al aska. The program has always been
severely under f unded. She echoed
support for federal econom c stimnulus
noney for all noney all owed.

4:16: 44 PM | RHONDA I ndi cated her frustration with the ways
HUBBARD, the stimulus package is being used. She
FI SHERI ES, encour aged not t aki ng funds for
SEVWARD progranms that can not be sustained. She

bel i eved education funding is a black
hole with child nutrition prograns and
soci al issues. She did support funding
for vocational trai ni ng. She hoped
| egislators would take less of the
funds and use funds in discretion. She
supported sustainable prograns dealing
wi th al cohol addiction.

4:22:52 PM | BRI TNEY Urged acceptance of federal stinulus
GOODNI GHT, funding for donestic violence and
CHUG AK educati on prograns.

Co- Chair Cl osed public testinony.
Hawker

4:30:09 PM | Representative |Wndered when the shovel -ready projects
Kel ly m ght begi n.

Co- Chai r Believed April 19" would be the tine it

Hawker was known what was on the street. He
expressed frustration for the record
with being unable to neet wth the
gover nor.

4:31:55 PM |Representative |Expressed concern about running down
Kel |'y the clock and stressed the inportance
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of putting people to work now during
Al aska’ s short season.

#
ADJOURNMENT The neeting was adj ourned at 4:31 PM
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