HOUSE FI NANCE COWM TTEE
January 21, 2009
1:32 p. m

CALL TO ORDER

Co- Chair Hawker called the House Finance Commttee neeting
to order at 1:32:13 PM

VEMBERS PRESENT

Representati ve M ke Hawker, Co-Chair
Representative Bill Stoltze, Co-Chair
Representative Bill Thomas, Jr., Vice-Chair
Representative Allan Austerman
Representative Harry Crawford
Representative Anna Faircl ough
Representative Richard Foster
Representative Les Gara
Represent ati ve Reggi e Joul e
Representative Mke Kelly
Represent ati ve Wodi e Sal non

MEMBERS ABSENT

None
ALSO PRESENT

Tam Cook, Director, Legislative Legal Services, Legislative
Affairs Agency; David Teal, Director, Legislative Finance
Di vi si on; Louanne Christian, Finance Comm ttee Assi stant

PRESENT VI A TELECONFERENCE

None
SUMVARY
Call to Order - Introductions

1: 32: 32 PM

Co-Chair Stoltze brought the neeting to order. He wel coned
menbers of the Comm ttee.

Co- Chair Hawker described changes within the Committee. He
i ntroduced nenbers of his staff.

1: 37: 21 PM
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Co- Chair Hawker thanked Representative Foster for his
service of sixteen years in the |egislature.

1: 38: 07 PM

Representati ve Foster introduced his staff.

1: 39: 08 PM

Representati ve Austerman introduced his staff.

1: 40: 01 PM

Representative Kelly introduced his staff.

1: 40: 56 PM

Represent ative Faircl ough introduced her staff.

1:41: 35 PM

Vi ce-Chair Thonmas introduced his staff.

1:42: 27 PM

Representative Gara introduced his staff.

1:43:12 PM

Representative Crawford introduced his staff.

1:43: 35 PM

Representative Sal non introduced his staff.

1:44: 05 PM

Representative Joul e introduced his staff.

1:45: 56 PM

Co-Chair Stoltze introduced his staff.

1: 48: 57 PM

Co-Chair Hawker reiterated thanks for the House Finance
Committee staff.
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Co- Chair Hawker requested that Tam Cook introduce her
staff.

1: 50: 41 PM

TAM COOK, DI RECTOR, LEQ SLATIVE LEGAL SERVI CES, LEQ SLATI VE
AFFAI RS AGENCY, related her experience noving up the ranks.
She introduced her staff.

1: 56: 17 PM

Co- Chair Hawker thanked the whole legislative |egal staff.

1: 58: 09 PM

DAVI D TEAL, DI RECTOR, LEG SLATIVE FINANCE DI VI SI ON
i ntroduced his staff.

2:00: 57 PM

Co- Chair Hawker voiced appreciation for M. Teal’'s staff.

2:01:18 PM

LOUANNE CHRI STI AN, FI NANCE COW TTEE ASSI STANT, i ntroduced
her staff.

2: 04: 38 PM

Co-Chair Hawker expressed appreciation for the House
Fi nance staff.

2: 05: 32 PM

Co-Chair Hawker discussed Conmttee rules, which haven’'t
changed nuch. He detailed Co-Chair Stoltze's role as well
as his own. He highlighted the donut rule. He enphasized
that neetings would start on time and a quorum is not
necessary to begin. He discussed that no nmenber could vote
by tel econference.

2:09:08 PM

Co- Chair Hawker noted that it takes a mnimum of 5 votes to
pass an anendnment and 6 to nove the bill from Commttee.
2:09:46 PM
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Ms. Christian reviewed the role of the Conmittee staff.
She noted that all handouts would be routed through the
Commttee aide. She described the role of the page and the
process of notifying legislators when a neeting is to
start. She shared the email nethod of notifying staff.

2:13: 06 PM

Ms. Christian described how backup would be posted on the
web, as well as available in nenbers’ files. She expl ai ned
how t he m crophones worKk.

2:15: 59 PM

Co- Chair Hawker enphasized that the neeting streams until
the red light is shut off.

Representative Austerman asked how the mcrophones can be
turned off. M. Christian explained the process.

2:17:48 PM

Co-Chair Stoltze recalled enbarrassing conversations.

Representative Gara shared a story. He asked about
i nproving coverage of public testinmony through the
| egislative information offices. Ms. Christian agreed it
was an on-goi ng problem Representative Gara requested the
probl em be researched. Co-Chair Hawker said it was in
process.

2:20: 00 PM

Representative Crawford said that earphones help when
listening to public testinony.

2:20: 57 PM
Ms. Christian shared how the budget books were prepared and
made avail abl e. She pointed out where the statute books
were kept.

Co- Chair Hawker enphasized that any material distributed
must be attributed to the source. Co-Chair Stoltze thought
the adm ni stration should use | etterhead on their handouts.

2:23:38 PM
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Ms. Christian noted that all handouts would be posted in
real time on the web site. Co-Chair Hawker agreed with the
inportance of posting in real tine. He requested
el ectroni c copies be submtted.

2:25:42 PM

Co- Chair Hawker recognized Sharon Kelly who is now worKking
as a liaison between the Speaker’s office and the House
Fi nance Comm tt ee.

Co- Chair Hawker introduced a nenber of the press, Judy
Eri ckson. He introduced LIO staff and the Gavel to Gavel
staff.

2:29:10 PM

Co- Chair Hawker reviewed the operating budget basics and
listed subcommttee nenbers. He spoke of deadlines
regarding the operating budget. The administration’s
current budget, which cane out Decenber 15, indicates a
$400 mllion surplus based on $74.41 oil. Legi sl ative

Fi nance predicts that at $50 per barrel, there would be a
$2 billion deficit. At $40, there would be a $3 billion
deficit. He maintained that nore discussion on the
proposed budget is needed.

2:31:22 PM

Co- Chair Hawker comented on the wealth in Al aska. Last
year $5 billion went into savings. The two big issues that
will be discussed this session are oil prices and the

possi ble need to spend savings, and the sustainability of
the current level of spending in order to balance the
capital and the operating budgets. He pledged to have an
open discussion and do as nmuch as possible to develop an
under st andi ng of the chall enges.

Co-Chair Hawker reported that the Governor’s suppl enental
anendnents for the FY 09 budget are due February 3. The
adm nistration will also submt a revision to the FY 09
revenue forecast on February 3. The regular FY 10 budget
anendnents are due on February 18, and the FY 10 revenue
forecast update will also be submtted on that date.

Co- Chai r Hawker thought that the budget closeout would take

pl ace about day 50 of the session. He noted that the
current session began a week later than |last year’s
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session, and closeout falls during the Energy Conference in
Washi ngton, D.C The closeout schedule is yet to be
det er m ned. He targeted the end of February as the
deadl i ne for subconmttees.

2:34:11 PM

Co- Chair Hawker reiterated that the scheduling of room 519
goes through his office.

2:34: 57 PM

Co-Chair Stoltze addressed the capital budget process and
the lack of investnent opportunities. He noted that bills
with fiscal inpacts wll have heightened scrutiny this
sessi on. Co- Chair Hawker described it as a challenging
year. Co-Chair Stoltze suggested |ooking closely at bills
with fiscal notes before they are subm tted.

2:37:10 PM

Co-Chair Hawker noted a hearing request neno in today’s
packet .

Co-Chair Stoltze stated appreciation for today’'s fornmat.
Co- Chai r Hawker enphasi zed the col | aborative process.

ADJ OURNVENT

The neeting was adjourned at 2:38 PM
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