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W TNESS REG STER

PHYLLI S CARLSON, Director

Rural Education

O fice of the Conm ssioner

Depart ment of Education and Early Devel opnent (EED)

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented an overview on education in rural
Al aska.

JOHN MOLLER, Rural Advisor

O fice of the Governor

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Conment ed and answered questions during the
presentation on education in rural Al aska.

JIM SM TH, Superi nt endant

Galena City School District

Gal ena, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Answer ed questions during the presentation
on rural education in Al aska.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE
8: 06: 43 AM

CHAI R PAUL SEATON called the House Education Standing Conmttee
nmeeting to order at 8:06 a.m Representati ves Seaton, Gardner,
Buch, and Keller were present at the call to order.
Representatives WIson and Minoz arrived as the neeting was in
progress. Also in attendance was Representative Stoltze.

OVERVI EN'S) : Update on Education in Rural Al aska by Phyllis
Carl son, Al aska Director of Rural Education and M. John Ml er,
Al aska Rural Advi sor

8: 06: 53 AM

CHAI R SEATON announced that the first order of business would be
an overview and discussion on rural education by Phyllis
Carlson, director, Rural Education, Departnent of Education and
Early Devel opnent, and M. John Mol ler, rural advisor, Ofice of
t he Governor.
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8:08:48 AM

PHYLLIS CARLSON, D rector, Rural Education, Ofice of the
Comm ssioner, Departrment of Education and Early Devel opnent
(EED), provided her background as a l|ifelong Al askan and her
experience in a rural school setting.

8:10: 10 AM

CHAI R SEATON asked for the size and diversity of the school M.
Carl son attended in Chigni k Bay.

M5. CARLSON said that currently there are 15 students; however
when she attended there were 30 students in first grade through
ei ght h grade. When she reached high school age, her fanmly
noved to Kodi ak and she attended hi gh school there.

8:10: 20 AM

M5. CARLSON turned to the subject of her role as director of
rural education at EED. This is a new position created in part
due to the size and social and cultural diversity of the state.
The focus of her position during the first year is to work with
the State System of Support (SSOCS) teans of 30 to 40 content

specialists that interact directly wth school districts,
coaching new teachers and lending support to rural districts
Ms. Carlson will also work with districts to help them inplenent

the state cultural standards that were adopted in 1998 by the
State Board of Education & Early Devel opnent (state board). The
expectation is to provide direction for districts and teachers
in their interpretation and use of the cultural standards.

8:13: 08 AM

CHAI R SEATON asked whether the state or the individual districts
will have a mpjor role in the decisions for integrating the
standards into the curricul um

M5. CARLSON advised that each community is unique; in fact, the
cultural standards are not in content area, but allow teachers
to teach content through the |ocal know edge and perspective
In response to Chair Seaton, she said she wll provide the
committee with information on the cultural standards that were
adopt ed.

CHAI R SEATON asked whether the cultural standards are the basis
for the orientation classes for teachers who are new to Al aska.
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M5. CARLSON indicated yes, although other information is
i ncl uded.

8:15:11 AM
REPRESENTATI VE BUCH asked when the standards were devel oped.
M5. CARLSON said the mddle or |ate '90s.

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH observed that this curriculum my be due for
revi sion.

CHAI R SEATON pointed out that the cultural standards were not
adopted not by the legislature, but by the state board.

8: 15: 53 AM

M5. CARLSON indicated yes, and added that she wll also be
advising the conm ssioner on the creation of a rural education
advi sory board to provide guidance to the departnent on rural
education issues. Her final task is to represent the departnent
on the suicide prevention council and build partnershi ps between
school s and informed organizations in rural comunities.

8:17:16 AM

M5. CARLSON related that she has visited the follow ng school
districts: Yukon Flats, Yupiit District, Lower Kuskokw m
Yukon/ Kuskokwi m and North Sl ope. She further described her
upcoming work with the Statewide Suicide Prevention Council,
D vision of Behavioral Health, Departnent of Health and Soci al
Services (DHSS), the Bilingual Milticultural Education Equity
Conference (BMEEC), and the Al aska Native Educator Associ ations.

8:19:13 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER suggested the <chair of the education
commttee for each l|egislative body should be a nenber of the
proposed rural education advisory board.

M5. CARLSON noted that |egislative seats on the board will be
i ncl uded. She listed the follow ng additional upcom ng tasks:
continued work with SSOS teans and other EED divisions; work
with the Association of Al aska School Boards (AASB) regarding
community |eadership in the schools; work with the Division of
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Juvenil e Justice, Departnent of Health and Social Services; and
research of related materials.

8:22:47 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER asked for a response to the recent
deci sion regarding Moore v. State.

CHAI R SEATON advi sed that topic will be discussed in detail at a
subsequent neeti ng.

8:24:15 AM

JOHN MOLLER, Rural Advisor, Ofice of the Governor, informed the
conmittee he was from Unal aska and attended a school w th about
100 students in Kindergarten through twelfth grade, subsequently
graduating from high school in Salem Oegon. M. Mller stated
that in his capacity he wrks wth all of the governor's
conmi ssioners and agenci es, including Larry LeDoux, t he
conmm ssi oner of the EED. He said he treasured his relationship
wi th Conm ssioner LeDoux and that they comrunicate on a regular
basis, sharing thoughts and observations; in fact, he welconed
the creation of a rural education board as a vehicle to explore
i deas and issues, and noted he will participate on the proposed
boar d. M . Mol ler noted that in the —course of  his
responsi bilities regarding education, he is frequently contacted
by residents and |egislators throughout the state on issues from
funding to building conditions. Calls from rural areas are
often to get direction on where to go for assistance from state
governnent, and he anticipated a natural increase in his
participation in educational issues. He paraphrased from
prepared comrents on the Governor's Performance Schol arship
(GPS), which read [original punctuation provided]:

Provi ding hope by providing our youth with the option
and opportunity to go to college or to a job training
course is a great thing.

As you know, over one-third of Alaska s high school
students who start 9th grade don't conplete 12th
gr ade. But if we give them sonmething to work for,
give them sonmething to fight for, something to hope
for — that can change.
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This Program offers every Alaska high school student
the opportunity to work hard and earn their way to an
Al aska trade school or an in-state university.

| believe in Setting the Bar Hi gher. | have four
children of ny own and it works for them

If every 8th grader heard that if they do well in
school they could qualify for a tuition schol arship,
it not only helps them do better, it drives us as

parents to demand nore of our school system and our
school district.

If there is a school district in Alaska that is only
offering three nmath courses, and not four — This
Program wi I | encourage our school districts to inprove
what they offer.

The Governor’s Performance Scholarship will help our
econony and |ocal businesses by providing a nore
hi ghly trained workforce and creating jobs.

This administration is comitted to increasing
educational opportunities for ALL Al aska's students;

| have heard from a nunber of parents and Educators
from rural Alaska hoping this program happens soon.

This week alone, | had folks from St. Mry's and
yesterday | was in Gakona where | heard from parents
and educators who expressed their gratitude for its
i ntroduction. The list is longer but | wanted to

menti on the nbst recent.
SCHOCOLS:

And we’'re conmtted to inproving their |earning
envi ronment ,

Every Alaskan has the right to attend school in a
well-lit, safe, and warm environnent that is conducive
to | earning.

About a nonth ago, | traveled to three western Al aska
communities with the Governor, M. Carlson and sone of
your colleagues to |ook at the condition of our rura
school s.
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These three schools were in the top four on our Rura
School Construction and Renovation |list. W found
crowded schools, schools that were in poor repair and
energy inefficient.

This Admnistration is conmtted to investing in
Al aska’s children and in their future, by giving them
a safe and productive | earning environnment.

Health and Social Services has also asked ne to
participate as a nenber of the Strategic Prevention
Advi sory Council. The purpose of this Council is to
reduce substance use, abuse and dependency in Al aska.

| know this is not necessarily an educational item but
it is an issue and it is holding our Kkids back...at
best. And contributes to sone of the chall enges.

8:34:10 AM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH asked for information regarding the Parents
as Teachers program

M5. CARLSON said this program is funded outside of the
depart nent. Al t hough she said she is not personally famliar
with the program she agreed with the idea to encourage parental
i nvol venent in education.

MR. MOLLER had no coment.
8:36: 57 AM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH provided information about the programs
success in Hoonah, and noted that a program has been started in
Galena to i nstruct very young parents on par enti ng.
Representative Buch pointed out t hat there is pending
| egislation that endorses the Parents as Teachers program and
he encouraged the departnent to acquaint itself with the program
and to consider the use of state and federal funds.

M5. CARLSON said every school district exerts local control and
different prograns are chosen for inplenentation.

8:39:28 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER referred to testinmony informng the
conmttee that the Parents as Teachers program for preschool

HOUSE EDC COW TTEE - 8- April 2, 2010



children elimnated the wurban/rural test score gap by third
grade for students in Gl ena.

8:40: 00 AM

CHAI R SEATON requested that Ms. Carlson and M. Ml ler schedule
a visit to Hoonah in order to gather information on the program
As 75 percent of the students have been part of that program it
is an inportant influence in that coomunity. On the other hand,
participation in Fairbanks is 4 percent. He stressed that the
commttee has heard conpelling testinony of the progranms
ef fectiveness, and suggested it my wrk in other rura
conmuni ti es.

MR. MOLLER surmised that the proposed advisory board could
address the nerits of the Parents as Teachers program He added
that he has heard of the successes of the program

8:42:32 AM

CHAI R SEATON observed that the superintendent of the Galena Gty
School District is present.

8:43: 57 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON noted that the conmttee has delved
deeply into many educational issues; however, other |egislators
are not as infornmed on these topics. She pointed out that the
| egi sl ature has been "putting quite a bit of noney in education
every year," so it is hard to find noney to do extra things.
Representative WIson opined a rural education advisory group
can add validity to the educational needs that are raised by the
conmittee.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON suggested the presenters distribute a
"mni white paper” to inform all l|egislators on a subject, in
addition to testifying before a single commttee.

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER agreed that nenbers of the legislature
shoul d be included on the rural education advi sory board.

8:47: 30 AM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH di scussed the value of bringing up ideas
fromall areas of the state.

8:49: 09 AM
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JIM SM TH, Superintendant, Galena City School District, inforned
the coomttee he has been working in the Galena school system
for 11 years. M. Smith said the Parents as Teachers program
has been a active program for four years. He pointed out that
funding determnes the activity level of a program as does the
i nvol venent and enthusiasm of those involved. Al t hough the
Gal ena schools provide volumes of guidance for classroom
teachers, he stated that the success in Galena has cone through
context; in fact, the Parents as Teachers program supports
context by its effect on the child s learning environnment and
frame of mnd. These factors of context also include the
confort of the classroom whether the parent is engaged, and
other influences that ready a student for |[earning. M. Smth
affirmed that Galena has had great success in changing
educati on.

8:52:17 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER asked about the general |evel of parent
i nvol venent in the Gal ena school s.

MR SMTH said the Glena school population is diverse and
includes a residential school of 165 students from 50
communities. Thus, there are children fromall cultures in his
comunity. Al though there is not an enphasis on culture,
students enbrace and share their cultures with others. Parenta
invol venent is possible because students in the residential
program keep in close conmunication with famlies by emil and
t hrough regional advisory committees, but a few do not stay.
Through the enrollnment process at the residential school, 260
students were processed and 165 remain enrolled. M. Smth
acknow edged the transition to living away from hone is
difficult and a connection between students, parents or
guardi ans, and school, is essential. The Galena district also
has 3,400 students in a correspondence school, and the |evel of
parental involvenent there is obvious as the parents have chosen

to guide their children's education. The | ocal schools also
have involved parents, although the Parents as Teachers program
probably will decline as Galena's school population declines.

He stressed that the early childhood Ilearning center wll
continue due to the positive influence of |earning that begins
at infancy. Furthernore, the Parents as Teachers grant funding
is depleted and fundi ng must now conme fromthe community.

8:56:40 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE BUCH surnised that as federal funding declines,
comunity support for worthwhile prograns is necessary. He said
it is also helpful for the commttee to know what prograns are
val ued by the community and the | ocal districts.

8:58: 42 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. W LSON observed that a parenting class in high
school could replace the Parents as Teachers program She said,
“"If we can't have the noney to do it at one level, can we do it
at another level in different way?"

MR. SM TH agreed. He opined there is tine in the school day for
instruction on famly |life and personal accounting.

9: 00: 39 AM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH asked for details on the success of the
Gal ena residential program

MR SMTH explained that Galena becanme the location for a
residential school because of the availability of the forner
mlitary facility. There is also trenmendous support from the
community for the schools that, in turn, nmaintain the life of
the comunity. However, the need for a residential school is
evident as the state has closed many schools in small villages
due to the lack of enrollnent. Regi onal |earning centers may
take the place of snmall village schools, and he expressed his
belief that the geography of the state determnes that nore
residential schools will be needed too. ©On the other hand, M.
Smth pointed out the success of distance |earning prograns and
said "anything is possible, we just shackle ourselves by saying
everyt hing should | ook this way."

9:03: 58 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER asked M. Smith to coment on the
Governor's Performance Schol arship (GPS) program

MR. SM TH descri bed the GPS program as one tool for education

The program wll be valuable for students who need a
scholarship, and wll notivate their perfornmance. Educat ors
need a variety of choices in order to serve all of their
students.

9: 05: 52 AM
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REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON recalled a long history of rural
| egi sl ative support for rural hub residential school s.
Attending a residential school for short periods of tinme my
prevent culture shock or honesickness when students |eave hone
for college. She expressed her support for building a rural hub
residential school.

CHAI R SEATON related the four residential schools in Al aska are
M . Edgecunbe, Gal ena, Nenana, and Chugach Voyage to Excell ence.
He explained that the Chugach school is a short term residence
facility where students from one of four school districts can
come to stay at the school for three days to six weeks for
concentrated study of a single subject. Recent data on the
school showed that 98 percent of the students graduate. He
asked whether Ms. Carlson or M. Mller were famliar with the
Chugach School District and the Voyage to Excell ence school.

MS. CARLSON sai d no.
MR MOLLER sai d no.

CHAI R SEATON encouraged them to famliarize thenselves with the
Chugach School District in light of its success with this
educati onal nodel .

9:11: 36 AM

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON cited the mlitary acadeny, Al aska
Mlitary Youth Acadeny (AWYA), and said Chugiak H gh School in
the Anchorage School District is planning a partnership wth
AMYA to help students earn a high school diplona. She pointed
out the value of early intervention for at-risk students and
provided information about how schools were inproved in North
Car ol i na. One specific problem has been the disparity between
grading systens in every class or school. Representative P.
W son supported having an in-service for teachers to establish
strict grading standards throughout the state.

9:15: 54 AM
CHAIR SEATON turned to a question from Representative Buch
regarding the feasibility of having traveling teachers for rural

ar eas.

9:16: 10 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE BUCH said this idea has been brought to the
coonmittee and asked for a response from the (Galena
superi ntendent of schools. He al so asked M. Mdller to conment
on the possibility of an experienced group of teachers traveling
around the state to instruct intense courses in rural areas.

9:17:30 AM

MR. MOLLER stated this plan could be nore successful in sone
areas of the state, because of the diversity of the state.
There are concerns from students about the turnover of educators
wi thout sufficient time to build trust. He suggested this would
be another topic for discussion by the proposed rural education
advi sory board.

MS. CARLSON advi sed that sone school boards and school districts

have made the choice to bring in expert teachers. This is a
| ocal decision, simlar to the choice of attending a regional or
| ocal school. In fact, the departnment and school districts
value choice as all famlies and comunities are not alike.

However, although many worthy progranms and nodels have cone and
gone, system c change is needed to reach the goal which is |oca
ownership of educational prograns, parental ownership of their
children's education, and children's ownership of their
educati onal goal s.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON agreed, except that the state nust not
require that every district "reinvent the wheel." It is
important that the state provide successful nodels to different
communities, and develop a base for the educational system from
which districts can draw experti se and share experiences.

M5. CARLSON clarified her statenent. She said she felt each
school district should study the nodels avail able and neke the
best choice for its comunity. In further response to Chair

Seaton, she pointed out that each school district has its own
school board with the authority to choose curricula and allocate
resour ces.

9:25:10 AM

CHAI R SEATON acknow edged that the state has allowed | ocal
authority over curricula and resources; however, a recent court
ruling indicates it 1is the legislature's responsibility to
ensure the education of the children of the state. He renarked:
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There's many of us that have been proceedi ng under the
assunption that it is the district's responsibility.
Well, it turns out that Ilegally, the constitution
rests that on us, and we have been defaulting through
the Departnment of Education and to district plans.
But , . by the court order, districts are
i npl enenting for us...

9:27:47 AM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH asked for the Galena superintendent's
opi nion on how traveling teachers m ght be received |ocally.

MR SM TH stated that all relationships in rural conmunities are
fragile. In fact, the Galena school district has used Peak
Education & Consulting (Peak) for the last ten years and it has
been a slow process for staff to accept outside presenters for a

five-day workshop at the beginning of each school vyear. I n
addition, every new teacher attends a ten-day inmersion workshop
on how to develop a learning environnent. M. Smth cautioned

that Galena schools are not conparable to nobst rural schools
because they benefit from school inprovenent funds generated by
3,400 honeschoolers, and other rural schools do not have
sufficient funding to support a simlar consulting program
Returning to the question, he said the |local teachers have
evolved a state of trust that allows them to benefit from
presentations by Peak consultants. He related that the
residential school has achieved adequate yearly progress (AYP)
for the last two years, due to the excellent instructional
program

9:31: 50 AM

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON asked about the cost of the Peak
consul ting contract.

MR. SM TH advi sed the contract costs about $150,000 per year for
staff devel opnent. In further response to Representative P.
Wl son, he said there are 30 certified staff in the village at
Galena and about 30 certified staff serving the homeschool
program

CHAI R SEATON asked how many attend the sumer program
MR SMTH estimted 12. He noted that the greatest expense was

travel and suggested that |arger school districts could devel op
a simlar staff devel opnent program using | ocal hi ghl y
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experienced teachers. Rural school districts are generally at a
di sadvantage and are unable to hire highly experienced teachers.

9:34: 43 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER returned attention to the GPS bill. She
expl ai ned that the proposed GPS legislation is not a schol arship
program but is an effort to fundanentally change education by
using the scholarship as the "carrot”. She pointed out that the
Galena Gty School District has a successful correspondence
course, teacher nmentoring, and a resident program however, she
said it is difficult to have confidence that the GPS | egislation
will be helpful to rural and small school districts. Wi | e
students in larger school districts have access to a fourth year
of math and science classes with |abs and proper equipnent, she
expressed doubt that these classes are possible everywhere.

MR. SM TH agreed that rural and small school districts probably
cannot reach an extrenely high standard. He was unsure of the

standards required of the bill; however, the neasure of a
student's progress wll not be determned by intellect but
t hrough effort and citizenship. A valued student is one who is
engaged and who will chase an opportunity, even if he/she is not
an academ c schol ar. M. Smth acknow edged that "my cal cul us
in Galena, Alaska, isn't going to look like a calculus class in
Anchorage ... but that doesn't discredit the kind of «citizen

they' re probably going to turn out to be ..."
9:39: 04 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER sai d M. Smth's statenents have
confirmed her msgivings. To qualify for a GPS, a student nust
conplete a rigorous curriculumwth high grades, maintain a high
grade point average, and reach high standardized test scores.
These goals may not be realistic for students throughout the
state.

MR SMTH clarified that many students are brilliant and given
the right environnment would achieve the standards to earn a GPS,
but not every student will have that environnent avail able. He
said students in rural areas who have potential wll catch up
when they have access to a rigorous curriculum during their
post secondary educati on. He said, "W can't place that sane

instructional profile curriculum™

9:41: 51 AM
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CHAI R SEATON observed it is not necessary to be in an urban
setting to receive a good cal culus course. He then asked the
superintendent to coment on the skills of honmeschool ed
st udent s.

MR. SM TH said test scores of the honeschool ed students indicate
lower math abilities. In fact, +the school district has
conducted parent and famly in-services on teaching algebra;
calculus is even nore of a challenge. The proposed |egislation
would require the district to find ways to provide nore access
to teachers for homeschool ed students.

9:44: 38 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER recalled his experiences traveling to
North Slope area schools as a construction worker. He said he
found that rural parents were eager to have opportunities for
their students. Rai sing the bar for education in rural Al aska
is exciting, because the students will respond when given the

chal | enge and opportunity.

MR. MOLLER said that when he visits communities he asks whet her
school standards can be raised and he routinely hears the answer
yes.

9:49: 03 AM

REPRESENTATIVE MJUNQZ opined the GPS bill should help many
students attend postsecondary institutions and should also
reform rural education standards. She asked Ms. Carlson to

respond to those who believe that rural school districts wll
not be able to nmeet the demands of the program

M5. CARLSON said she also has heard rural students and educators
wel comre the challenge of higher educational standards, even
t hough reaching the new standards may take sonme tine.
Additionally, she expressed the possibility that the suicide
rate for young people may be |lowered by providing students with
hope and vision for the future. The state can provide support
to rural famlies through technol ogy because young people are
very adept at using technology as a vehicle for access.

9:52:14 AM
CHAI R SEATON observed that along with hope, students nust be

adequately prepared during high school for success in college.
It is known that two years of math is rarely enough for success
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in postsecondary studies. The GPS legislation wll inform
students of the rigorous curriculum necessary to succeed in
col | ege.

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON opined that suicides occur because of
the lack of hope, and arriving at college unprepared wll
continue that feeling. She described how the recent court
decision may affect |ocal control over educational systens in
the state.

9:53:49 AM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH noted that a new fiber optic cable will |ink
Al aska's west coast and provide real-tinme distance delivery to
rural areas. Additionally, the broadband network nay soon be
enhanced with financial help from the federal governnent. He
expressed hope that in the next few years, new technol ogical
opportunities will be available to students in renote areas.

M5. CARLSON also noted the state's investnents in pilot
technol ogy prograns are on-going, and she reported success in
the areas of equity and access for students.

REPRESENTATI VE MUNOZ agreed that the expansion of broadband wl |
present an opportunity for students "hand-in-hand with the GPS."
Additionally, she said bringing local experts in each comunity
into the schools to nentor students is especially inmportant in
smal | er comuni ti es.

10: 00: 15 AM

CHAI R SEATON observed that school districts and residents are
not comunicating their positions on the GPS legislation to
| egi sl ators. He encouraged rural Al askans and school districts
to show their support of the proposed legislation at this tinme.

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH, addressing the GPS l|egislation, said there
may be a conponent where the "unnmet needs attachnents” require

nore noney; in fact, the governor offered a nerit-based
scholarship, and has not been enthused that there is an
attachment for students who need financial assistance. Thi s
issue may have caused a "waning of enthusiasn for the
| egi sl ation. Representative Buch opined that support nust be
shown for the unnmet needs addition, as sonme |egislators do not
support the additional cost. He then asked whether senior

vol unteers are involved in rural school s.
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10: 04: 02 AM

MR. MOLLER said sone school districts have nore involvenent from
el ders than others, although bringing elders into the schools is
al ways a topic of discussion.

10: 04: 35 AM

MR SMTH stated Galena has a fair amount of that support,
especially in the residential school, where elders becone
"adoptive grandparents.” One of their senior volunteers is 94

years old and he comes every day. The senior volunteers are a
big conponent at school because Native cultures are very
supportive of engagenent with el ders.

10: 06: 27 AM

HB 206- H GH SCHOOL ASSESSM T/ POSTSECONDARY CLASS

10: 06: 37 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON announced that the final order of business
would be HOUSE BILL NO. 206, "An Act establishing a career
assessnment requirenent in public schools; and relating to
post secondary courses for secondary school students."”

10: 06: 43 AM

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON nade a notion to adopt Committee
Substitute (CS) for HB 206, 26-LS0765\C. There being no
obj ection, Version C was before the conmttee.

10: 07: 10 AM

CHAIR SEATON drew attention to the docunment in the conmttee
packet titled "Questions from (HY EDC from 3/19/2010 Regarding
Wor kkeys and the HSGQE. " He pointed out that the response to
guestion 2 from the Departnent of Education and Early
Devel opmrent (EED) was that the grade 11 requirenent for the
Wr kKeys assessnment is that it is to be included on the
curmul ative file, but not shown on the transcript or diplona.

Thus the directive in the bill should remain.
10: 07: 53 AM
CHAIR SEATON then referred to page 1, line 6, and offered

Amendnment 1 which woul d change grade 12 to grade 11
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10: 08: 13 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER obj ected for the purpose of discussion

10: 08: 33 AM

CHAI R SEATON said this is in response to the State Board of
Education & Early Developnent (state board) comments that
i ndicated grade 12 was too late. Furthernore, regulations allow
for students to retake the examin grade 12, and if their scores
i nprove, there is no cost.

10: 09: 03 AM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH added that noving the assessnent to grade 11
will allow students tine to take corrective neasures during the
sumer prior to graduation.

10: 09: 32 AM

REPRESENTATI VE  GARDNER explained her objection wth the
foll owing description of the two requirenents: adm ni stration
of the test in grade 11 is in order to inprove scores;
admnistration of the test in grade 12 is to denonstrate the
student's final level of skills. She said her preference was to
require a student to take the test in grade 12, knowing that a
student may take the test in grade 11, if desired.

10: 10: 37 AM

CHAI R SEATON cautioned that the departnent would not pay for the
test tw ce.

10:11: 46 AM

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON recalled that a student can take the
test as many times as he/she likes, but the state will pay to
have it certified just once.

10:12:17 AM

CHAIR SEATON clarified that the Wrldw de Interactive Network
Inc., (WN) test can be taken nmultiple tinmes at no cost;
however, the WrkKeys assessnent includes certification and wll
be provi ded once.
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10: 12: 52 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER concluded that if the intent of the test
is to replace the HSGQE, in the ternms of inform ng enployers and
post secondary educators the level of skills a student has
achieved, then it needs to be adm nistered in grade 12.

10: 13: 26 AM

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON said she would like to have further
di scussion, as the commttee's action may be influenced by the
Moore v. State |egal decision. She al so requested |egal advice
from outside counsel on whether the HSGQE i s unconstitutional

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER said he woul d al so appreciate nore tine to
study the bill. He expressed his understanding that renoving
the HSGQE will be perceived as "taking away the bar" for the
education system in spite of the failure of the HSGQE to serve
its purpose.

10:16: 10 AM

CHAI R SEATON wi t hdrew Anmendnent 1, and said HB 206, Version C,
was held for further consideration of its tw elenents, the
Wor kKeys assessnent, and the renoval of the "high stakes" aspect
of the HSGQE

[ HB 206 was hel d over. ]

10:17: 16 AM

ADJ OURNVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Educati on Standing Commttee neeting was adjourned at 10:17 a. m
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