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ACTI ON NARRATI VE

8:04: 33 AM

CHAI R PAUL SEATON called the House Education Standing Conmttee
neeting to order at 8:04 a.m Present at the call to order were
Representatives Seaton, Peggy WIson, Mnoz, Gardner, Buch,
Kel I er, and Edgnon.

8:04: 45 AM

CONFI RVATI ON HEARI N& S)

Pr of essi onal Teachi ng Practi ces Comm ssion

8:04:55 AM

CHAI R SEATON announced that the conmmttee would first consider
the appointnent of Eric Fry to the Professional Teaching
Practi ces Comm ssi on.

8: 05: 27 AM
ERIC FRY, Appointee to the Professional Teaching Practices
Commission, infornmed the committee he was a witer and the

Public Information Oficer for the Departnent of Education and
Early Devel opment (EED). M. Fry indicated that he was not an
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educator, but was requested by the commi ssioner of EED to serve

on the commssion representing the departnent. As the
departnment represents the general public, he opined it was
appropriate to have a non-educator on the comr ssion. Furt her,

he said he would provide the perspective of a parent of children
in the public school system and has "a personal stake in

wanting an ethical teaching core.” M. Fry recalled his prior
experience as a reporter that required him to grasp conplex
i ssues and ask meani ngful questions. He said he supported the

state's ethics rules that 1insist teachers create a schoo
at nosphere free of intimdation and harassnent.

8:07:16 AM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH asked for information on nmenbers of the
conmi ssi on.

8:07:35 AM

MR. FRY said the conmmssion is largely conposed of teachers and
representatives of the National Education Association (NEA). In
further response to Representative Buch, he said he was unsure
how many nenbers served on the conm ssion

8:08: 13 AM

CHAIR SEATON reconmended that the appointee review the
University of Alaska (UA) report to the legislature analyzing
t eacher preparation and ethical conplaints.

8: 09: 28 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. W LSON asked for M. Fry's responsibilities as
a public information officer.

VR. FRY stated he answers questions from the public,
researchers, and interest groups, prepares news releases and
other witten docunents, prepares speeches and white papers, and
produces a weekly information report.

8:10: 31 AM

REPRESENTATI VE MJUNOZ offered her support for the appointee,
citing his past work as fair, well-balanced, and professional.

8:10: 55 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE KELLER stated his support.
8:11: 03 AM
CHAI R SEATON recalled the primary function of the commssion is

to investigate and hear ethical conplaints against teachers. He
encouraged the appointee to forward to the commttee, through

the conm ssioner, items of policy that may need |egislative
support. Chair Seaton expressed his appreciation of M. Fry's
willingness to serve.

8:12: 47 AM

M CHAEL HUSA, Appointee to the Professional Teaching Practices
Comm ssion, inforned the conmmittee that he has taught in the
Lower Kuskokwi m School District for 19 years, serves on the NEA
board of directors, and has served on the comm ssion for the
past three years. He explained that the role of the conm ssion
is one of oversight of teacher certification and the ethical
applications of teachers and adm nistrators. He expressed his
support for teacher and admnistrator professional oversight
within certifications, and of sanctions recomended by the
comi ssi on when appropri ate.

8:13:56 AM

REPRESENTATI VE MUNQZ asked for a description of the process of
bringing an ethical conplaint to the conm ssion.

MR. HUSA expl ai ned that conplaints are nost often filed by other
educators or the district, but parents also have the right to
file a conplaint. Local districts usually deal with conplaints
first; however, egregious conplaints can cone directly to the
conmi ssi on. Complaints are also filed by police officers, the
Ofice of Children's Services, Departnment of Health and Soci al
Services (DHSS), and students.

8:15:21 AM

CHAI R SEATON restated his recommendation that the conm ssion
review, and comrent on, the UA report on teacher preparation.

8:16:46 AM
JEFFREY HEBARD, Appointee to the Professional Teaching Practices

Comm ssion, informed the commttee he was a 20-year teacher in
Fai r banks, and has also been on the comm ssion for four years.
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M. Hebard said serving on the conmmssion was a rewarding
experience as the comm ssion works to uphold and enforce the
standards and ethics of the teaching profession. Furt her nore
his service on the comm ssion is an opportunity to volunteer his
time to the profession, the state, and the children of Al aska.

CHAI R SEATON asked for the nunmber of conplaints heard by the
conmi ssi on each year.

8:17:54 AM

MR. HEBARD estimated 100 conplaints are initially investigated
by staff and reported to the comm ssion. Many are dealt with at
the local level; if not, the comm ssion hears the conplaint and
there may be a voluntary surrender of the teaching certificate
and sancti ons.

8:18:44 AM

CHAIR SEATON asked whether the report is made public, or is
treated in a confidential manner.

MR. HEBARD acknowl edged there is a "balancing act between
confidentiality and then public record.” Nevert hel ess, a
sanction becones part of the public record; in fact, a quarterly
newsl etter published by the comm ssion discloses sanctions, be
t hey revocations, suspensions, or reprimnds.

8:20: 00 AM

CHAI R SEATON agai n encouraged the appointee's review of the UA
report on teacher preparation and solicited coment from the
conm ssion, particularly if there is legislation that my be
hel pful .

8:21: 09 AM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH asked for the nunber of people who have been
sanctioned during the appointee's termon the conmm ssion.

MR. HEBARD pointed out that a formal reprimand from the
commssion is considered a sanction, as is a voluntary
surrender, a suspension of certificate, or a revocation of
certificate, and estinmated fifteen to twenty people per year
garner sanctions. He deferred to the executive director for the
exact nunbers. In response to a previous inquiry, M. Hebard
advised that the nine-nmenber conmm ssion neets three tines per
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year and is conposed of five teachers, one principal, one
superi nt endent, one representative from EED, and one
representative from hi gher educati on.

8:23:36 AM

REPRESENTATIVE MUNOZ nmade a notion that the House Education
Standing Conmittee, having reviewed the qualifications of Eric
Fry, Mchael Husa, and Jeffrey Hebard for the Professiona
Teaching Practices Conm ssion, advance the nanmes to a joint
sessi on.

8:23:58 AM

CHAI R SEATON asked whether there were any objections to the
not i on. There being none, the names were advanced from the
House Education Standing Commttee.

8:.24:22 AM

The conmittee took an at-ease from8:24 a.m to 8:29 a.m

8:29:22 AM

HB 206- H GH SCHOOL ASSESSM T/ POSTSECONDARY CLASS

8:29:23 AM

CHAI R SEATON announced that the final order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 206, "An Act establishing a career assessnent
requirenent in public schools; and relating to postsecondary
courses for secondary school students.™

[ Al though not formally stated, HB 206, 26-LS0765\S, M schel,
4/ 22/ 09 was before the comm ttee.]

8:30: 07 AM

CHAI R SEATON divided HB 206 into three purposes: (1) WorkKeys
as a career preparedness assessment; (2) secondary student
enroll ment in postsecondary institutions; (3) nodifications in
school district student count periods. He advised that the
three separate issues would be discussed individually in order
to determne the nerits of each

8:32:16 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER referred to the third issue and stated
that after her review of testinony and data, nodifications of
the count period "m ssed our mark." The evidence that school
districts can control the ebb and flow of enrollnent is
anecdotal and she said she was not prepared to continue wth
this segnent of the bill.

8:34: 04 AM

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON agreed with Representative Gardner
She reviewed the various reasons that school counts fluctuate,
all of which have nothing to do with what nmight have been
considered a "push-out" problem at one time, and urged the
commttee to drop that aspect of the bill.

8:35:51 AM

REPRESENTATI VE MUNQZ strongly disagreed with expanding the count
period due to the resulting burden on school staff and the
uni nt ended consequences to snmall er schools.

8:36: 28 AM

REPRESENTATIVE EDGMON joined the chorus in support of
elimnating this section of the bill.

8:37:14 AM

CHAI R SEATON agreed that this section of the bill was best
del eted; nevertheless, ~concerns remain about the loss of
students throughout the school vyear. In fact, keeping kids in

school is a topic that school districts nust identify with the
support of legislative policy.

8:39:43 AM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH echoed the thoughts of the comrmttee, and
added that nmany districts have seen inprovenent in this area
whi ch is encouraging. However, the proposed |egislation does
not enhance the effort.

8:40: 49 AM
CHAI R SEATON recalled the various student count nodifications
that the commttee considered, and stressed that the di scussions

have nerited significant attention from school adm nistrations,
whi ch has el evated attention to the problem
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8:41:55 AM

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON pointed out one valuable aspect that
arose during discussions about the student count period. She
rem nded the commttee that school districts would benefit from
using data from the previous year for funding, rather than
wai ting for the student count in Cctober.

8:44:13 AM

CHAI R SEATON el aborated on the benefits and drawbacks of the
af orenenti oned fundi ng concept.

8:46: 12 AM

CHAI R SEATON noved to adopt Conceptual Anmendnent 2 that del eted
Sec. 2 through Sec. 6 of the bill, and deleted "and relating to
student counts for school funding purposes.” from the title of
the bill.

8:47: 22 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER objected for the purpose of discussion
and noted Representative WIson's comments addressed Sec. 3.
Representative Gardner then renoved her objection.

8:47: 59 AM

There being no further objection, Conceptual Anmendnent 2 was
adopt ed.

8:48:53 AM

CHAI R SEATON directed attention to Section 1, page 1, lines 5-
14, through page 2, lines 1-14, that required the use of
WrkKeys as a career preparedness assessnent, and that the
hi ghest | evels of the assessnents would be included on each high
school student's transcript. The assessnments would serve to
i nform the enpl oynent community of a graduate's skills and would
provide incentives for student achievenent during the senior
year of high school

8:50:47 AM

REPRESENTATI VE MUNCQZ guesti oned whet her Wor kKeys was
adm nistered in 10th grade.
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CHAI R SEATON affirmed that WrkKeys will be required this year
for all 11th grade students. However, the bill would require a
senior's highest WrkKeys score to be incorporated into his/her
hi gh school transcript.

REPRESENTATI VE MUNQZ surmised the bill would require the test to
be adm ni stered a second tine.

8:51: 53 AM

CHAI R SEATON deferred the question to Eddy Jeans representing
t he Departnent of Education and Early Devel opnent (EDD)

8:52: 08 AM

EDDY JEANS, Director, School Finance and Facilities Section,
Depart ment of Education and Early Devel opnent (EED), in response
to Chair Seaton, advised that the current requirenment calls for
t he WrkKeys assessnent to be adm nistered in 11th grade.

REPRESENTATI VE MUNQZ restated her question

MR. JEANS said HB 206 would require that all districts provide
the assessnent to students in 12th grade; however, the State
Board of Education & Early Devel opnent would reevaluate its
decision to require the assessnment in 11th grade.

8:53:39 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON opi ned the assessnent is of nore val ue
when given earlier, before 11th or 12th grade, in order to help
students plan an educational course, although if given in 12th
gr ade, a future enployer <could see what a student has
acconpl i shed.

8:55: 07 AM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH asked for the inpact on the departnent if
assessments were required by regulation in 11th grade, and by
statute in 12th grade.

MR. JEANS observed with the passage of the proposed bill, the
assessnent would be required in 12th grade and he was unsure
what the state board's position would be on the 11th grade
assessment. In response to Representative WIlson, he said a
program aligned with WrkKeys, the Wrldw de Interactive Network
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(WN) courseware assessnent, is required in 8th grade, and
exposes students to a simlar assessment process. Al t hough the
state board may elimnate the 11th grade assessnent in response
to the proposed legislation, the systemis in place to expose
students to assessnents so they can take additional coursework
to inprove their skills.

8: 56: 58 AM

CHAI R SEATON referred to Section 1, page 2, lines 8-12 which
read [original punctuation provided]:

(3) provide a report to each student on the results of
t he student's assessnent, based on national |y
recognized criteria for evaluation a student's
preparedness to make the transition to work or
col | ege; and

(4) provide to the Al aska Conm ssion on Postsecondary
Education information needed to determne a student's
eligibility for financial assistance.

CHAIR SEATON noted that the above |anguage establishes a
meani ngf ul assessnment "for those 70 percent of students in our
schools that are not going to college.” In fact, student
assessment is of vital state interest to prepare students for
career readiness, and to mneke the high school diplom and

transcript neaningful to enployers. Al though that was the
intention of the high school exit exam an assessment nore
conpletely shows a student's |evel of acconplishnent. He noted
that the WrkKeys program was not specified in the bill, thus

allowing the state board to choose the assessnent required by
t he | egislation.

9: 00: 03 AM

REPRESENTATI VE EDGMON agreed wth Representative WIlson's
comment that providing the assessnent in 11th grade would be
nore beneficial to the student. However, indications are the
earlier assessnent would be elimnated if the bill requiring the
assessnment in 12th grade becones law. He rem nded the conmittee
of the high standards set by the Governor's Performance
Schol arship (GPS) program and other ongoing efforts towards
education reform and opined delaying the assessnent to 12th
grade does not "serve our purpose in asking students to achieve
nore."
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9:01: 58 AM

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON asked whether the WN program was
simlar to WrkKeys.

MR. JEANS said yes, and added that the two prograns are aligned
and test simlar abilities. However, at the conclusion of
Wr kKeys, a student's skill levels are indicated on a nationally
recogni zed certificate.

9:02: 51 AM
REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON asked whether all schools provide the
WN test in 8th grade, and if the results are available to the

student in |later years.

MR. JEANS stated that all schools are required to provide the

WN assessment in the 8th grade. The assessnments are used
imredi ately to guide students to careers, and to inprove the
skills necessary for those who have chosen careers. Exi sting

regul ati ons have already established an assessnment process; the
proposed legislation noves the final assessnment to 12th grade
and requires the departnment to incorporate the results on high
school transcripts.

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON restated her question about whether
students can review the assessnents for self inprovenent.

MR. JEANS said he would confirm whether assessnments are kept
with permanent records and the regulations concerning student
access to his/her records. He assured the commttee school
district staff are trained to engage the students in the
assessnent process early-on.

9:06: 46 AM

REPRESENTATI VE EDGMON asked whether the WN assessnent woul d be
hel pful to a student interested in qualifying for a GPS.

MR. JEANS said absolutely. In fact, the proposed GPS
| egislation refers to career assessnent and the WN scores would
expose "their areas of weakness, that they would need to work
On. n

9:07:34 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE MUNQZ urged the conmittee to work nore closely
with the state board in order to avoid the duplication of
efforts and requirenents, and to maximze opportunities in
coordination with the GPS program She said, "I kind of feel
like we're getting ahead of ourselves with this provision
I"'ma little bit unconfortable with where we're going here.”

9: 08: 30 AM

CHAI R SEATON rem nded the committee the reason the proposed bil
called for the assessnent in the 12th grade, and its inclusion
in transcripts was so students would have inpetus for continuous
i mprovenent through their senior year.

9:09:41 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER agr eed and recal |l ed di scussi on
recogni zing that the high school graduation qualifying exam does
not serve its purpose and has an unintended adverse consequence
for sone students. She advised having the final assessnent in
12t h grade make sense because the 8th grade assessnent enables a
student to nmake general plans toward higher education, with the
assistance of school staff. Representative Gardner then
directed attention to page 2, Iline [1], and read [original
punctuati on provided]:

(c) Subject to the availability of appropriations, the
departnent shal

(1) obtain a license that enables school
districts to admnister the assessnent described in
(b) of this section with no charge assessed to the
district by the vendor of the assessnent;

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER surm sed students are allowed to take the
assessnent nultiple tinmes, with the culmnation in 12th grade.

9:11:41 AM

MR. JEANS confirnmed that students can take WrkKeys nany tines,
but the departnent encourages students to repeat the WN
assessnment as it is cheaper.

9:12: 09 AM

REPRESENTATI VE =~ GARDNER, addressing an earlier st at enent
clarified that the legislature sets state policy for education
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and the state board inplenents that policy, thus, the conmttee
can "do what we think is right."

9:12:34 AM

REPRESENTATIVE BUCH related a personal experience regarding
students and their senior year at high school. He stressed the
inmportance of a focus as an incentive for a student's final
year. He expressed support for the initial intent of the
provision in the bill, and the incentives in place throughout
school years, but "there has to be a way, where ... we create a

doorway that they have to go through."
9:14: 55 AM

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON restated the inportance of having the
WN assessnent in students' records and available to teachers
from 8th grade on. Further, in order for the final 12th grade
assessnments to be useful, prospective enployers will need to be
aware of the assessnents and the neaning of the certificates
The value of the assessnents depends on the school's continuing
use of the results to guide and support a student toward an
educati on goal .

MR. JEANS reviewed the regulations and stated that the WN
assessment is given in the 6th and 8th grades, and can be taken
as often as desired.

9:18:40 AM

REPRESENTATI VE EDGVON nmi ntai ned his objection to adopting this
section of the bill as he was unprepared to "supersede the
judgnment of the departnent and the board of education at this
point." In addition, he expressed his concerns about the fisca
inmplications of the proposed legislation that require the
departnent to obtain financing each year for prograns |acking a
cl ear-cut vision.

9: 20: 29 AM

CHAIR SEATON referred to the proposed GPS legislation and
pointed out that the educational requirenents of that program

are voluntary and optional on the part of the student. However,
HB 206 attenpts to establish in state policy a requirenent for
assessnent . Furthernore, the technical track provides for no

di scrim nation above a 2.5 grade point average (GPA), therefore,
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performance above that is only tied to the WrkKeys certificate
in the transcript. Chair Seaton renarked:

If we want to say that there is going to be
significance to the high school diploma, and there's a
way in which we can look at, in the future, saying
that the high school qualifying exam is really a
duplicate of sonmething that is nore directly addressed
with this assessnent, | think that we need to have
sonme assessnent, because otherwi se we're just renoving
any assessnent for the high school diplona

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER agr eed. She added that providing the
Wor kKeys assessnment on a graduate's transcript for the benefit
of a future enployer does not have the "high stakes" of the high
school qualifying exam which denies high school graduation to
t hose who do not pass.

CHAI R SEATON acknow edged that the assessnment and the exam are
not equal; neverthel ess, the assessnent would provide a tool to
eval uate the nmeaning of a diploma that the enploynent conmunity
can interpret.

9:24: 35 AM
REPRESENTATI VE EDGVON noved to adopt Amendnent 3 which read:

Del et e
Page 1, lines 5-14, through page 2, lines 1-14

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER obj ect ed.

A roll call vote was taken. Represent ati ves Miunoz, Edgnon, and
Keller voted in favor of Anendnent 3. Represent ati ves Buch,
Gardner, WIlson, and Seaton voted against it. Ther ef or e,
Amendnent 3 failed by a vote of 3-4.

CHAI R SEATON called attention to page 2, lines 15-26, related to
secondary student enrollnent in postsecondary institutions for
students who have passed the high school exit exam He referred
to a neno in the conmttee packet from Legal and Research
Servi ces, Legislative Affairs Agency, dated 3/3/10, and
explained that the nmenmo was in response to the question of

whether the bill affects the teacher contract of a teacher who
is voluntarily teaching a dual credit course. The response was
that the bill does not appear to affect paynents nade to public
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hi gh school teachers, but school districts may have specific
contract conditions.

9:28:36 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON noved to adopt Conceptual Anmendnent 4,
that would change the title of the bill and add a new section to
repeal the high school exit exam

CHAI R SEATON asked Representative WIlson to withdraw her notion
REPRESENTATI VE P. W LSON wi t hdrew Conceptual Anendnent 4.

9:29: 37 AM

CHAI R SEATON called attention to a chart in the commttee packet
titled, "2010 College Credit Inquiry," dated 2/26/10, and asked

t he departnent for an expl anation thereof.

MR. JEANS explained that EED surveyed school districts to

establish which are currently offering dual credits. Li sted
were five small and renmpte school districts that do not offer
dual credit or wuniversity level courses: Al eutian Region;
Chat ham Kake; Tanana; Yakutat. The chart also indicated who

pays for the credits offered and whether there is a reduced or
negoti ated rate.

9:30: 43 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER offered Conceptual Amendnent 5 which
read:

Del et e
Page 2, lines 24-26

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER expl ai ned that the |anguage regarding the
fees for postsecondary courses was confusing. Furt hernore, the
af orenenti oned chart indicated that 70 percent of the districts
that offer dual credit courses pay all or part of the fee, and
57 percent have negotiated rates for credits. She opined the
| egi sl ature does not have to require school districts to pay the
fees, as they already do so.

9:32: 04 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER, at the request of Chair Seaton, wthdrew
Conceptual Amendnent 5.
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REPRESENTATI VE KELLER suggested the renoval of the entire
section related to enrollnent in postsecondary institutions, as
the section is totally unnecessary.

CHAI R SEATON agr eed.

9:33:17 AM

REPRESENTATI VE MUNOZ opined placing a requirement for the fees
in statute my require the state to cover the cost of the
cour ses.

CHAI R SEATON di sagr eed.

9:34: 21 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON noved to adopt Conceptual Amendnent 6
whi ch read:

Del et e
Page 2, lines 15-26

9:34:47 AM
There bei ng no objection, Conceptual Amendnent 6 was adopt ed.
9:35:35 AM

REPRESENTATI VE EDGMON referred back to Section 1, and asked for
comment from EED on the fiscal inplication of this section

MR. JEANS advised that a fiscal note attached to the bill would
be zero, because the actions required by the section are already
requi red by departnent regul ation.

9:36: 50 AM

REPRESENTATI VE EDGVON surmi sed the 11th grade assessnent woul d
be el i m nat ed.

MR. JEANS agreed, and explained that the W rkKeys assessnent
woul d be adm nistered once per student. In further response to
Representative Edgnon, he said, "Actually, this section of
legislation alnost mrrors our regulation, with the exception
it's at 12th grade, instead of 11lth."

HOUSE EDC COW TTEE -17- March 17, 2010



9:37:20 AM

REPRESENTATI VE EDGVON questi oned whether the state board would
favor scheduling the assessnment during 11th or 12th grade.

MR. JEANS nmaintained his belief that, with the passage of this
bill, the departnent would recommend dropping the 11th grade
Wor kKeys assessnent.

9: 38: 34 AM

REPRESENTATI VE EDGVON asked for the state board's reason to
assess in 11th, rather than 12th grade.

MR. JEANS advised that the regulation allows for a student to
retake the exam increase his/her scores, and have the new
scores placed on his/her transcript.

9: 39: 23 AM

REPRESENTATI VE EDGMON mai ntained his objection to noving the
assessment to the 12th grade, although he expressed interest in
heari ng additional testinmony in support of the change.

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER concurr ed.
9:40: 34 AM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH asked whether the legislation prevents a
student fromtaking the WrkKeys assessnment prior to 12th grade.

MR. JEANS said no; however, the departnent would encourage a
student to take the WN assessnent as it is |less expensive to
adm nister, and provides the same information. In further
response to Representative Buch, he confirnmed that t he
significant difference between WrkKeys and WN is the issuance
of the WrkKeys certificate and the entry of scores in
transcripts.

9:42:21 AM
CHAI R SEATON asked whether a prospective enployer would be

provided with access to a student's records or to his/her
transcripts.

HOUSE EDC COW TTEE - 18- March 17, 2010



MR. JEANS said he was unsure and would provide that information
to the commttee.

9:43: 01 AM

REPRESENTATIVE BUCH noted enployers review high school
transcripts and gener al educat i on devel opnent (GED)
certificates.

CHAI R SEATON indicated that the department would clarify this
and ot her issues.

9:45: 14 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. W LSON noved Conceptual Amendnent 7 that would
change the title of the bill, and add a new section to renove
t he high school exit exam

9:45:49 AM
CHAI R SEATON obj ected for the purpose of discussion.

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON rem nded the conmittee of its efforts
to pronote policy that keeps kids in school wuntil graduation,
especially for those interested in the mlitary because a
diploma is required. However, the commrittee has heard testinony
that if a student cannot pass the exam he/she drops out of
school. She praised recent positive prograns that are being put
in place, such as WrkKeys and the GPS program and opined the
exit exam does not acconplish its purpose.

9:47:42 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER agreed that the exit exam falls short;
however, the examis perceived as an accountability measure, and
he said he could not support the anmendnent.

CHAI R SEATON observed that the bill puts in place a substitution
for the exit examin the form of the assessnent. He offered a
friendly amendnent that would delay the renoval of the exit exam
to allow sufficient time in order for the departnent to
i npl ement the WbrkKeys assessnent. He then asked for an
estimate of the tine required to renove the exit exam and
i mpl ement Wor kKeys.

9:51: 01 AM
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MR. JEANS related that under the current assessnment contract,
the high stakes conponent is integrated into the 10th grade
assessnent. Thus, this conponent would remain in the assessnent
process, but would not restrict a student from receiving a
di pl ona. He further advised that WrkKeys will be adm nistered
to each 11th grade student next year, so "nove it out a year."

9:51: 57 AM

CHAI R SEATON asked whether Representative Peggy WIson would
accept a friendly anendnent to delay action, identified as
Amendrent 1 to Conceptual Amendnent 7.

REPRESENTATI VE P. W LSON suggested the commttee vote.
9:52: 35 AM

MR. JEANS observed that renoving the high stakes conponent of
the exit exam would not be difficult and could happen
i mredi atel y. Al though the departnment would not adjust its
assessnment process, the results from the exit exam would not
have the high stakes nature for students who do not pass, and
woul d not be reported. He concluded the high stakes conponent
coul d be repeal ed i medi atel y.

9:53:11 AM
CHAI R SEATON wi t hdrew Anendnent 1 to Conceptual Anmendnent 7.
9:53: 26 AM

REPRESENTATI VE EDGMON asked for the departnent's response to
Conceptual Amendnent 7.

MR. JEANS acknow edged that the departnment and the state board
have had this discussion, and the state board is in support of

retaining the high school qualifying exam wuntil it can be
appropriately replaced. As WrkKeys is informational, it is not
an appropriate replacenent. The high stakes exam maintains

pressure on school districts to evaluate students' progress
t hrough standards-based assessnment, and to help students pass
t he exam

9:54: 52 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER expressed her understanding that the
intent of the high stakes elenment was to ensure that a diplom
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nmeans nore than attendance and mninal class requirenents. I n
addition, a neaningful diploma ensures that graduates, the
comunity, and enployers know the skills that have been
mast ered; however, this information and nore would now be
available on the WrkKeys assessnent incorporated into the
graduate's transcript. Therefore, there is no reason for the
exit exam and she stated her support for the amendnent.

9:56: 07 AM

CHAI R SEATON heard the majority opinion was that the high stakes
conponent was a detrinent, and not an aid, to student
achi evenent; however, the legislature nust nake this policy
call.

9:57:54 AM

REPRESENTATI VE EDGVON cal | ed for the question.

9:58: 00 AM

CHAI R SEATON restated Conceptual Anendnent 7 would renove the
high stakes nature of the high school graduation qualifying
exam

A roll call vote was taken. Representati ves Gardner, Minoz,
Peggy W /I son, Edgnon, and Seaton voted in favor of Conceptua
Amendnent 7. Representatives Keller and Buch voted against it.
Theref ore, Conceptual Anmendnment 7 was adopted by a vote of 5-2.
9:58: 07 AM

CHAI R SEATON announced HB 206 was hel d.

ADJ OQURNNVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Education Standing Comm ttee neeting was adjourned at 9:58 a.m
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