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PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON

BILL: HB 297
SHORT TI TLE: POSTSECONDARY SCHOLARSHI PS
SPONSOR(s) : RULES BY REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

01/ 19/ 10 (H) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
01/ 19/ 10 (H) EDC, FIN

02/ 03/ 10 (H) EDC AT 8: 00 AM BARNES 124
02/ 03/ 10 (H) Heard & Hel d

02/ 03/ 10 (H) M NUTE( EDC)

02/ 12/ 10 (H) EDC AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TOL 106
02/ 12/ 10 (H) Heard & Hel d

02/ 12/ 10 (H) M NUTE( EDC)

02/ 15/ 10 (H) EDC AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TOL 106
02/ 15/ 10 (H) Heard & Hel d

02/ 15/ 10 (H) M NUTE( EDC)

02/ 17/ 10 (H) EDC AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TOL 106
BILL: HB 311

SHORT TITLE: STATE COUNCIL ON THE ARTS; REGULATI ONS
SPONSOR(s): JOHANSEN

01/ 21/ 10 (H READ THE FI RST TIME - REFERRALS
01/ 21/ 10 (H) EDC

02/ 17/ 10 (H) EDC AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TOL 106
BILL: HB 310

SHORT TI TLE: SCHOOL CONSTRUCTI ON DEBT REI MBURSENMENT
SPONSOR(s) : EDUCATI ON

01/ 19/ 10 (H) READ THE FI RST TIME - REFERRALS
01/ 19/ 10 (H) EDC, FIN

01/ 29/ 10 (H) EDC AT 8:00 AM CAP| TOL 106

01/ 29/ 10 (H) Heard & Hel d

01/ 29/ 10 (H) M NUTE( EDC)

02/ 17/ 10 (H) EDC AT 8:00 AM CAP| TOL 106

W TNESS REG STER

MCHUGH Pl ERRE, Deputy Conm ssioner/Chief of Staff

O fice of the Conm ssioner/Adjutant General

Departnment of Mlitary & Veterans’ Affairs (DWA)

Fort Richardson, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Testified during the overview of the Al aska
Mlitary Youth Acadeny.
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JAMVES JONES, Deputy Director

Al aska Mlitary Youth Acadeny (AMYA)

Departnment of Mlitary & Veterans’ Affairs

Fort Ri chardson, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Presented an overview of the Al aska
Mlitary Youth Acadeny.

REPRESENTATI VE KYLE JOHANSEN

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: | ntroduced HB 311 as the prine sponsor of
the bill.

SONYA CHRI STI ANSEN, St af f

Representati ve Kyl e Johansen

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Testified and answered questions on HB 311,
on behalf of the prine sponsor of the bill, Representative
Johansen.

BEN BROAN, Chai r man

Al aska State Council on the Arts (ASCA)

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 311.

REBECCA HATTAN, Assistant Attorney CGeneral

Depart ment of Law (DQL)

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified during discussion of HB 311.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE
8:02:28 AM

CHAI R PAUL SEATON cal l ed the House Education Standing Conmmttee
meeting to order at 8:02 am Representati ves Seaton, P.
Wl son, Gardner, Buch, and Edgnon were present at the call to
order. Representatives Keller and Munoz arrived as the neeting
was in progress.

OVERVI EW Al aska M litary Youth Acadeny, Operations and Funding
Mechani sm

8:02:39 AM
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CHAI R SEATON announced that the first order of business woul d be
an Overview of the Alaska MIlitary Youth Acadeny, Operations and
Fundi ng Mechani sm

8:04: 15 AM

MCHUGH Pl ERRE, Deputy Conmi ssioner/Chief of Staff, Ofice of the
Comm ssi oner/ Adj ut ant CGeneral , Depar t ment of Mlitary &
Veterans’ Affairs (DWA), introduced the presentation.

8:04:45 AM

JAMES JONES, Deputy Director, Alaska Mlitary Youth Acadeny
(AMYA), Departrment of Mlitary & Veterans’ Affairs, provided his
background and stated his 13 years history with the acadeny. He
introduced a new video that the Alaska MIlitary Youth Acadeny
had made in conjunction with the Air National Guard.

8:05: 39 AM

CHAI R SEATON asked if the video was on the AMYA web site.
DR. JONES replied that it would be.

8:05: 57 AM

[A video clip was viewed. ]

8:10: 35 AM

DR. JONES established that the Alaska Mlitary Youth Acadeny
(AYMA) had been in operation for sixteen years, the result of a
study by The Rockefeller Foundation which had determ ned a need
to address the high school dropout problem He stated that,
every year, nore than 2 mllion young people |eave high school
wi t hout finishing. [Included in the conmittee packet was the
Al aska Mlitary Youth Acadeny Overview. ]

8:11: 52 AM

DR. JONES, in response to Representative P. WIson, said that
this drop out figure was nationw de. He reported that the
acadeny offered two classes each year conprised of: a 2 week
pre-chal | enge phase for candi date assessnent; after selection of
candidates, a 20 week structured, residential educational
course; and a 12 nonth non-residential tracking period. He
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explained that the pre-challenge assessnment determned the

selection of students who were deened "able to and willing to
meet the rigors of the nost challenging high school course in
the state of Alaska." He described the 20 week residential

phase as a structured educational environnent designed for
el imnating dependencies. He stated that there was no access to
text nessaging, iPods, or iPhones, and that television was only

accessible at certain tines. The program consisted of classes
and job skill training. He described the weekend outings to
teach survival skills. He noted that each student also
performed a 40 hour comrunity service project. He identified

t he next phase, the 12 nonth non-residential tracking period, as
a tinme when the staff nmmintained weekly contact wth the
students, and each student submtted a nonthly report. These
weekly and nonthly reports were conpared to ensure that every
student was showing "marked inprovenent in nmaking quality
decisions and life choices." He pointed out that every cadet
had the opportunity to conplete a high school equival ency
diploma (GED) or, if qualified, to receive a high school diplom
t hrough AYMA. He explained the work place and career readiness
certification program which utilized the nationally certified
Worldwi de Interactive Network (WN) program and the WrkKeys
program to teach and evaluate the application of work market
skills. He proudly stated that the acadeny was one of the few
institutes in the state to provide this service. He spoke about
the National Center for Construction Education and Research
(NCCER) certificate, which was another AMYA certification nmade
available for industrial trades including custonmer service
certified training, culinary arts, carpentry, Enmergency Trauma
Technician (ETT) and Energency Medical Technician (EMI), as well
as other fields. He pointed out that the acadeny was ranked
nunber one in the nation for per capita contact with drop-outs.

8:18: 53 AM

MR. PIERRE pointed to the list of other acconplishnments on page
18 of the Annual Report, 2009, which was included in the
committee packet.

8:19:17 AM

DR. JONES summari zed that success was determned by a nationa
nodel which tracked the student in the 12 nonths follow ng the
progr am He shared that the acadeny has an 88 - 92 percent
success rate, defined by the student's contribution to society.
He gave exanples of student successes, and he observed that the
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students were given "the opportunity to get on focus, to get on
track with what they want to do in life."

8:21:42 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER, expressing intrigue with the success
portion of the handout, asked what percentage of graduates was
in each category.

DR. JONES replied that about 18 percent would enter the mlitary
service, about 65 percent were enployed part tinme and attending
school part time, and anot her 25-30 percent were in
apprenti ceshi ps or vocational training.

MR. PIERRE added that 93 percent of the cadets had achieved
success 12 nonths follow ng graduation. He explained that the
success was neasured by the Chall eNGe youth program which was a
part of the National Guard.

8:23:42 AM

DR. JONES, in response to Representative Moz, declared that
the student population was recruited by word of nmouth, and he
el aborated on this conmmunication success in rural Al aska. He
di scussed the partnerships wth statewide school districts,
noting that school counselors often directed students to the
acadeny. He reported that the AMYA recruiting, placenent, and
mentoring team travelled throughout the state and nmet wth
comunity | eaders.

8: 25: 45 AM

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON asked how nmany cadets were in each
cl ass.

DR. JONES replied that the class goal was to screen 250
appl i cants. He listed nedical and legal conditions that could
precl ude accept ance.

8:27:29 AM

MR PIERRE clarified that the two week pre-challenge phase
usually began with 200 cadets from the original 250 applicants.
After the two week phase, there could be a 10 percent dropout
rate. He confirnmed that this process occurred tw ce each year.

8:28:33 AM
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MR. PIERRE, in response to Representative P. WIlson, pointed to
the Alaska Mlitary and Youth Acadeny chart in the overview
packet, which reflected the nunbers of cadets registered,
enrolled after two weeks, and graduated for each class. He
expl ained sone of the marketing techniques. He offered his
belief that the AMYA was in step with the governor's focus on
healthy famlies and a strong econony and that the acadeny could
hel p neet that goal. He declared the necessity for increasing
the nunber of candidates for successful conpletion of the
program

8:31:11 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON asked what would occur when students
received their certifications.

DR. JONES explained that the National CGuard guidelines outlined
the standards to determ ne placenent after week 18. He said
that students were only released early, after week 18, if they
were entering the mlitary, college, or a full tinme job.

8:32:42 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON asked how many cadets would |eave the
program early.

DR. JONES replied that there was no docunentation for any
nmenbers of the current class to be released early. He clarified
that even if they left the residential program early, they were
still enrolled in the post residential 12 nonth program

8:33:21 AM

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON asked about the follow wup for
succeedi ng years after the 12 nonth post residential program

DR. JONES reported that the acadeny celebrated its 15 year
anniversary during the past year and invited nore than 2,000
graduates to return and share their stories. He enphasized that
AMYA did stay in contact with its students.

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON clarified that there had been one
follow up after the 12 nonth post residential program

DR. JONES agr eed.
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8:34:43 AM

CHAI R SEATON clarified that there were nonthly reports for the
year follow ng graduation.

DR. JONES agreed, and reported that should a report not be
forthcom ng fromthe student, that the staff sought it out.

8:35: 15 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER expressed his appreciation for the
program and asked how many of the cadets were in foster care
and how nmany had dependency i ssues. He also asked for
suggestions to any broader policy changes.

8:36:54 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER, reflecting that 2,926 graduates over 15
years was about 195 graduates per year, asked if the nunbers had
changed as the program had changed.

DR. JONES provided that the first class had 43 graduates, and
t here had been increnental increases every year.

8:37:42 AM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH reported on his visit to the acadeny, in the
| ast year. He asked for a report on the current status for sone
of the graduates, as that would provide "fortification for your
program' and woul d show a record of the successes.

8:39:17 AM

DR. JONES replied that he would follow up on the commttee
requests.

8:39:49 AM

MR. PIERRE presented an AMYA plan to expand its recruiting
efforts by providing famliarization tours to bring village
el ders and hi gh school counselors for a firsthand experience.
8:40: 47 AM

CHAI R SEATON offered his appreciation for the program He

clarified that 100 percent of the recruits were high school
drop-outs, and he |auded the program success for providing an
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alternative to non-successful hi gh  school st udents. He
confirmed the inportance for a variety of opportunities.

8:42: 43 AM

MR. PIERRE briefed that the acadeny was working with |ocal high
schools districts to contact student drop-outs and offer them an
alternative.

8:43: 44 AM

CHAI R SEATON reported that the current acadeny funding nmechani sm
was broken and an alternative was necessary.

8:44:35 AM

MR. PIERRE directed attention to both the statute for the AMYA
funding and the FY 2010 and FY 2011 budgets contained in the
overvi ew handout. He read AS 14.30.740, Funding for Al aska
Chal | enge Youth Acadeny Program He declared the necessity of
maintaining at least $6 mllion to provide the 24 hour oversight
of the cadets. He explained the history for the funding
formula, and stated that the current formula did not support the
needs of the program He reported that the cost for each cadet
was about $37,000, and he suggested that either a direct
appropriation or a snmaller nmultiplier would work. He rel ayed
that Al aska was first anmobng 33 prograns nationw de because of
the state funding provided. He said that the Chall eNGe program
had nultiple steps, and that the AMYA step allowed for a federal
match of 60 percent. He reported that the AMYA program was far
nore extensive than the baseline Chall eNGe program

8:48:45 AM
DR. JONES clarified that the funding for the Chall eNGe program
was at increnental | evels, determined by the nunber of
gr aduat es.
8:49:15 AM

CHAI R SEATON asked to clarify that the nunber of students was a
federal requirenent.

DR. JONES agreed that the student count was for the programto
receive its current funding.

8:49: 40 AM

HOUSE EDC COW TTEE - 9- February 17, 2010



REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER asked for an explanation to the non-
residential student funding.

MR. PIERRE replied that the funding was for the contacts nade
during the 12 nonth non-residential period, but it was used to
forward fund the acadeny, as each year's nunbers fluctuated. He
asked for a nore current funding formula or a direct
appropriation.

8:52: 04 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON asked if the dates were the sane every
year for each course.

DR. JONES replied that the pre challenge was held in both Apri
and Cct ober.

8:52:37 AM

REPRESENTATIVE P. WLSON asked when the funding count was
conduct ed.

MR. PIERRE stated that the current count occurred on Cctober 1,
the sane as every school in the state. He explained that this

funding inpacted the April ChalleNG, as well. He proposed a
different nmethod, a four count system to better account for the
aver age nunbers. He suggested that a direct funding mechani sm

woul d be the nost accurate, and would lend itself to a better
cash fl ow stream

8:56:48 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER expressed support for a di rect
appropriation per student.

8:57:48 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER asked about the aftercare and post
residential stipends indicated in the handout.

DR. JONES explained that the $300 aftercare stipend was a fixed
anount for the graduates to purchase clothing and materials for
entering the work market; the post residential stipend, which
was no |onger provided, was a nonthly amunt, $100, credited to
the student for each nonth they conplied with the national post-
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residential requirenents. This had been distributed upon
conpletion of the 12 nonth non-residential period.

MR. PIERRE expl ained that the post-residential stipend had been
cancelled, but that the budget subcommttee for the House
Speci al Committee for Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs had

suggested that it be introduced back into the budget. He
offered his belief that this worked as an incentive for the
student to maintain contact with the counsel or. He shared that

the student also received a $15 weekly allowance, which was used
to replace necessities, and to teach financial accountability.

9:01: 54 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER asked if the stipend was not available
until the end of the twelve nonth period.

DR. JONES replied that this was correct.
REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER cal | ed this postponed gratification.
9:02: 27 AM

CHAI R SEATON asked if there had been better and nore consistent
student reporting during the tinme the stipend was provided.

DR. JONES replied that it was nore difficult to maintain contact
wi thout the stipend, as the stipend was an incentive to report.

9: 03: 56 AM

CHAI R SEATON reflected on the unfunded liability of the state
retirement accounts, and noted that affect on the base student
al I ocati on. He pointed out that the funding forrmula for the
AMYA was seven tines the base student allocation. He stated
that a statutory change was necessary for a change to the
acadeny's budget.

9: 06: 07 AM

REPRESENTATI VE P. WLSON appl auded the acadenmy on its efforts
for the children of the state.

CHAI R SEATON t hanked t he acadeny.

HB 297- POSTSECONDARY SCHOLARSHI PS
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9:07:16 AM

CHAI R SEATON announced that the next order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 297, "An Act establishing the governor's
performance scholarship program and relating to the program
establishing the governor's performance scholarship fund and
relating to the fund; relating to student records; making
conform ng anendnents; and providing for an effective date."

9:08: 39 AM

CHAI R SEATON stated his intent to have the amendnents to HB 297
noved before the commttee and tabled, in order to facilitate
having them posted on the commttee website for public access

Comments could al so be posted, however, for purposes of clarity
he would Iike to keep the postings to actual anmendnents that are

before the conmmttee. He acknow edged that other committee
nmenbers have amendments which are still in the process of being
drafted, and stated that there will be an opportunity to have

them brought in a tinely manner for simlar action and purpose.
9:10: 55 AM

CHAI R SEATON of fered Anendnent 3, |abeled 26-G2771\A 9, M shel,
2/ 16/ 10, which read [original punctuation provided]:

Page 6, lines 3 - 4:

Del ete "university or college in this state"

I nsert "postsecondary institution as described in
AS 14. 43. 835"

Page 6, line 8:
Del ete "university or college”
| nsert "postsecondary institution”

Page 7, line 5, follow ng "maxi num awar ds":
I nsert "and al | owabl e uses”

Page 7, line 12, follow ng "achi evenent;":

Insert "for purposes of this paragraph, a student's
academ c achi evenent nust be determined by the student's
hi gh school grade-point average and score on an exam nation
described in AS 14.43.820(b)(3);"

Page 7, lines 16 - 18:
Delete all material and insert:
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"(3) subject to (e) of this section, a student
who qualifies for a nerit-based academ c scholarship may
apply the award to the costs of attending a qualified
career and technical school program as described in
AS 14.43.835(a)(2);"

Page 7, lines 27, follow ng "courses":
Insert ", or for wup to tw calendar years of
attendance at a qualified career and technical school"”

9:11:17 AM
REPRESENTATI VE MUNQZ obj ected for discussion.

CHAI R SEATON stated that the anmendnment allows a student who has
an academ c scholarship to apply it to the school of their
choi ce, including vocational training institutions.

CHAI R SEATON, w thout further objection, announced Anmendnent 3
was tabl ed.

9:12:12 AM

CHAIR  SEATON of fered concept ual Amendnent 4, | abel ed
26GH2771\A. 1, which read as follows [original punct uati on
provi ded] :

Amendrent to Page 5, line 22 & 23

Sec. 14. 43. 820. Eligibility for an academc
schol ar shi p.

(a) Subject to appropriation, the conm ssion
shall award a nerit-based academ c scholarship to an
applicant who neets the eligibility criteria for the
award under the program

b) The programmatic standards for eligibility
for an award of a nerit-based academ c scholarship
under the programinclude the foll ow ng:

(1) the four-year core acadenm c curriculum
which may include a wvirtual curriculum that the
student nust have conpleted in high school; the core
[23] 24 academ c curricul um nust include

9:12: 44 AM

REPRESENTATI VE MUNQZ obj ected for discussion
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CHAI R SEATON said the anendment provides |anguage to include
virtual curricul um

CHAI R SEATON, w thout further objection, announced Amendnent 4
was tabl ed.

9:13: 15 AM

CHAI R SEATON offered Anmendnent 5, |abeled 26-GH2771\A 3, which
read [original punctuation provided]:

Amendnent to Page 23, line 16

*Sec. 7. AS 37.14 is anended by addi ng new sections to
read:

Article 8A. CGovernor's Performance Schol arship
Fund.

Sec. 37.14.750. Governor's performance
scholarship fund established. (a) The governor's
performance scholarship fund is established as a fund
of the state. The fund consists of

(1) appropriations to the fund;

(2) donations to the fund; and

(3) inconme earned on investnents of fund
assests.

(b) The comm ssioner of revenue shall nanage the
fund with the goal that the purchasing power of the
fund will not dimnish over time wthout regard to
addi tional contributions that may be made to the fund.
The comm ssioner shall invest the assets of the fund
in a manner likely to yield at least a five percent
real rate of return over tine.

(c) donations to the fund from private sources
shall be considered for the education tax credit as
per AS 43.20.014

[(c)](d) Nothing in this section crates a
dedi cat ed fund.

9:13: 31 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE MUNQZ obj ect ed for discussion.

CHAI R SEATON explained that the anendnent inserts |anguage to
allow private donations to be considered for the education tax
credit.

CHAI R SEATON, w thout objection, announced Anendnent 5 was
t abl ed.

9:14: 09 AM

CHAI R SEATON offered Anendnent 6, |abeled 26-GR771\A 4, which
read [original punctuation provided]:

Amendrent to Page 10, line 23

Sec. 14.43.850. Report to the legislature. (a) To

the extent permtted wunder law, the departnent,
commi Sssi on, University of Al aska, Departnent  of
Revenue, and Depart nent of Labor and Wbrkforce
Devel opnent shall share data necessary to prepare

public reports regarding the governor's performance
schol arshi p program

(b) No nore than 10 days after the start of each

year's | egi sl ative sessi on, t he depart ment,
conmmi ssi on, University of Al aska, Depar t ment of
Revenue, and Depart nent of Labor and Wbrkforce
Devel opnent shall present an annual report to the
public, the governor, and the |egislature containing
i nformation of public i nt er est r egar di ng t he

governor's performance schol arshi p program i ncl udi ng

(1) the nunmber of applicants and nunber and types
of schol ar shi ps awar ded;

(2) dollar anount of schol arships awarded in past
years and expected dollar anmounts for the next year;
and

(3) data and trends in the data regarding the
goals identified in AS 14. 43. 810.

(4) data shall be included and available via a
specific web page linkable on the State of Alaska's

hone page
REPRESENTATI VE MUNQZ obj ected for discussion.
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CHAI R SEATON indicated that the amendnment inserts |anguage to
have scholarship data available on a web page linked to the
State of Al aska's home page.

CHAI R SEATON, w thout further objection, announced Amendnent 6
was tabl ed.

9:14: 56 AM

REPRESENTATI VE EDGVON noved conceptual Anmendnment 7, |abeled as a
menmo From Adam Berg, Sent: Wdnesday, February 17, 2010 7:19
AM To: Louie Flora, which read [original punctuation provided]:

Page 4, following |ine 16,

Add: "(9) increasing participation from Al aska high
school students in Al aska post-secondary institutions.

CHAI R SEATON obj ected for discussion.

REPRESENTATI VE EDGMON said the intent of the anmendnent is to
state in statute that part of the objectives of the GPS program
is to direct A askan students to Alaskan post secondary
institutions.

CHAI R SEATON, without further objection, announced Concept ual
Amendnent 3 was tabl ed.

9:15: 46 AM

CHAIR SEATON stated that an additional anmendnment is being
drafted to provide |anguage ensuring that a rigorous curriculum
will be available in every school in Al aska.

9:16: 37 AM

CHAI R SEATON announced that HB 297 would be held for further
consi derati on.

HB 311- STATE COUNCI L ON THE ARTS; REGULATI ONS

9:17: 00 AM
CHAI R SEATON announced that the next order of business would be

HOUSE BILL NO 311, "An Act providing the Al aska State Council
on the Arts the authority to adopt regulations relating to its
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statutory powers and duties; and providing for an effective
date."

9:17:22 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KYLE  JOHANSEN, Al aska State Legi sl ature,
testified that HB 311 provided the Al aska State Council on the
Arts the authority to adopt regulations relating to its
statutory powers and duties. He reported that, as the Counci
was working to streamline its policies, the Departnent of Law
(DAL) had infornmed the Council that there was not a statutory
authority for its actions. He noted that the Council on the
Arts had been an ongoing program since 1966. The DOL had
suggested that the legislature codify the process, hence HB 311.
He pointed out that the Council had distributed nore than $42
mllion in grants to nore than 4000 recipients.

REPRESENTATI VE JOHANSEN shared a |ist of the statew de
beneficiaries for advancenent of the arts from the l|ast few
years to include: Anchor Point, Anchorage, Chugiak, Cordova,
Dougl as, Elam Fairbanks, G rdwood, and Gustavus. He directed
attention to the economc benefit this provided to the
comunities.

9:22:10 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER asked if the intervening regulations that
were enacted over the prior 40 years would need to be voi ded.

REPRESENTATI VE JOHANSEN replied that the Council would process
the regul ations through the Adm nistrative Procedure Act.

9:23: 08 AM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH asked if there would be testinony from the
DAOL.

9:24:10 AM

SONYA CHRI STIANSEN, Staff to Representative Kyle Johansen
Al aska State Legislature, replied that the DOL was available to
testify, and that she was not aware of any resistance to the
bill.

9:24: 52 AM
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BEN BROWN, Chairman, Alaska State Council on the Arts (ASCA),
explained that the ASCA had a nodest re-grant program He
reviewed the history of the Council and explained the grants
program including the federal matching funds. He declared it
to be a vital cornerstone for the arts in many communities. He
reflected that the council had decided that the grant program
was in need of an update, as it was not efficient to ask
recipients for annual updates versus biannual or triennial
reports. Upon investigation, it was determ ned that the counci
had no regulatory authority, so the DO.L had suggested the
| egi slature anmend the enabling statute to now provide explicit
regul atory authority.

9:31: 27 AM

REBECCA HATTAN, Assistant Attorney General, Departnent of Law
(DAL), in response to Chair Seaton, said that the bill |anguage
appeared to be in order and that DOL saw no problemwth it, as
long as the Council went back through the Admnistrative
Procedure Act to readopt all the existing regul ations.

9:32: 50 AM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH asked if it was a mnmmjor undertaking to
reconcil e the past 40 years.

M5. HATTAN replied that it did not appear to be an excessive
time commtnment. She explained that there would be waiting
periods involved, for public input, but that it would not be a
demandi ng process which should nove fairly quickly.

9:34: 22 AM

REPRESENTATI VE MUNCQZ asked if the current ASCA regul ations all
pertained to the re-grants program

MR. BROWN confirmed that not all of the regulations would need
to be re adopted. He clarified that HB 311 would primrily
affect the re-grant program regulations and that any future
regul ati ons woul d be under this new regul atory authority.

9:35:43 AM
CHAIR SEATON pointed out that the House Education Standing

Committee was the only commttee of referral, so the bill would
be held in order to allow for public comment.

HOUSE EDC COW TTEE - 18- February 17, 2010



9:36:40 AM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH asked if this would allow the DOL enough
tine.

M5. HATTAN replied that the tinme line was adequate for the DOL
to approve the | egislation.

[HB 311 was held over.]

HB 310- SCHOCOL CONSTRUCTI ON DEBT RElI MBURSEMENT

9:38: 14 AM

CHAI R SEATON announced that the final order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 310, "An Act extending the deadline for
aut hori zi ng school construction debt reinbursed by the state.”
9:39: 00 AM

CHAI R SEATON cl osed public testinony on HB 310.

9:39:40 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER noved to report HB 310 out of committee
with individual recomendations and the acconpanying fiscal
not es. There being no objection, HB 310 was reported from the
House Education Standing Commttee.

9:41: 09 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER referred to the coments on the
Governor's Performance Scholarship from the Kkindergarten class
of one of her constituents, which is included in the conmttee
packet .

9:41: 44 AM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH stated that he would have anendnments to HB
297.

9:44: 58 AM
ADJ QURNIVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Education Standing Commttee neeting was adjourned at 9:45 a.m
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