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ACTI ON NARRATI VE

8:.02:43 AM

CHAI R PAUL SEATON called the House Education Standing Conmttee
nmeeting to order at 8:03 a.m Representatives Keller, Minoz,
W son, Gardner, Buch, and Seaton were present at the call to
order.

8:03: 01 AM

OVERVI ENS): CHARTER SCHOOLS

CHAI R SEATON announced that the only order of business would be
an overview of charter schools by the Departnent of Education
and Early Devel opnent (EEC).

8:04: 03 AM

EDDY JEANS, Director, School Finance and Facilities Section,
Department of Education and Early Devel opnent (EED), inforned
the committee the departnent has a link on its website for
i nformati on about charter schools. On the website can be found
a directory of charter schools in the state, their regulations,
and a description of the application process. He noted there
are 24 charter schools operating in the state and charter school
| egislation allows up to 60 school s.

8:05: 07 AM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH requested the definition of a charter
school .
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MR. JEANS said a charter school is a grassroots novenment to
operate a school differently than a traditional public school
but that still functions as a public school. The focus of the
school my be on an alternative to standard instructional
practices, on Alaska Native <culture, or on a Montessor
educati onal nodel. According to regulations, a charter schoo
can |limt the nunber of children served and nust develop a
policy to be approved by the | ocal school board and the state.

REPRESENTATI VE MUNCZ added that a charter school operates under
a contract wwth the | ocal school district.

8:07:13 AM

MR. JEANS, in response to Representative Seaton, explained that
a charter school nust teach to all of the state standards and
pupils are required to take standard state assessnents; however,
t he governance of the school is different because it has a group
that sets academ c policy and hires the principal and teachers
under the requirenents of the contract with the school district.

REPRESENTATI VE WLSON offered her understanding that a charter
school nmay be organized by a group of parents unhappy with a
traditional public school

8:08:42 AM
MR.  JEANS explained charter school Ilegislation directs that
charter schools will be funded |ike any other school; however,

when the foundation funding fornmula was rewitten in 1998,
charter schools were put in a classification with alternative
schools. The reason for this was that charter schools can limt
t he nunber of students and can focus on a specific program In
addition, the legislation specified that a charter school needed
over 200 students to qualify as a separate site. Thi s
| egi sl ati on was anended in 2002, and reduced the mninmum to 150
students to qualify as a separate site; in fact, there is
proposed legislation that would change the funding nechanism
again for charter schools serving fewer than 150 students. M .
Jeans advised there is a substantial |oss of funding when a
school population is under 150 students. He opined the proposed
legislation is a "step in the right direction to help charter
schools, so they can plan and know what the funding level is
going to be fromyear to year."

8:10: 27 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER asked whether there was hard data that
i ndicates charter schools have a higher graduation rate and
f ewer drop-outs.

MR. JEANS offered to provide that information; however, charter
schools are nore often than not elenmentary schools and do not
serve the secondary popul ation. In further response to
Representative Gardner, he said he would provide the conpletion
data on charter school students who <continue through to
secondary school

8:11:40 AM

CHAIR SEATON also requested a conparison of charter and
traditional schools that mneet adequate yearly progress (AYP).
He stated the conmttee's intent to look at charter school
success, individually and as a group.

8:12:21 AM

MR. JEANS cautioned the commttee that conparing charter schools
and traditional schools can be difficult, as many charter
school s do not have a special needs popul ation, or students with
l[imted English proficiency. Unless the student popul ations are
targeted, the conparison could be "apples to oranges."”

CHAIR SEATON observed the committee needs sone helpfu
conpari sons.

MR. JEANS acknow edged those questions come up; in fact, the
home school conmmunity is often surprised by conparisons wth
i ke students at traditional high schools.

8:13:51 AM

REPRESENTATI VE W LSON opined parental involvenent makes a
di fference in school success.

MR. JEANS added that when the factors of ethnicity, poverty
levels, Ilimted English, and special education prograns are
excl uded, the various prograns are conparabl e.

8:14: 44 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER observed al though charter schools may not
typically have students with the aforenentioned challenges, the
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option is there; in fact, sone charter schools specialize in
| anguage i mrersi on.

MR. JEANS acknow edged charter schools are public schools and
they are required to accept the children who cone to the
program He repeated that charter schools can limt the nunber
of children who attend and that they can target their program

8:16: 06 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER asked for a conparison of charter schoo
laws in Alaska with those of other states, and a conparison of
Al aska charter schools with public schools in other states.

MR. JEANS advised a conparison is possible of Alaska charter
school law to that of other states; however, he questioned the
fairness of conparing "schools to schools in other states." He
said that nost of the charter schools in Alaska are very
successful, provide parents with choices, and are supported by
t he departnent.

8:17: 06 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER then requested a description of the
departnment's staff support for charter schools.

MR. JEANS explained there is one person who is in charge of
supporting all of the schools of choice. That staff nenber
provides information to prospective charter school groups and
adm nistrative assistance for correspondence schools, home
school s, and other alternative schools as well.

8:18: 01 AM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH asked whether the information that the
departnment will be providing to the commttee will include al
of the prograns "that are out there, whether they're brick and
nmortar or not."

MR. JEANS assured the commttee the information will include a
m x of school s.

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH observed the comittee 1is trying to
determine funding and "where the noney goes, and wthout
information |ike what we're requesting here, we really don't
know. "
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MR. JEANS agreed and said the charter school legislation

requires that funding generated by a charter school will go to
that school, with the exception that the district can charge an
"indirect rate.” In sone cases, districts and charter schools

negotiate in their contract what services the charter school
pays for.

8:20: 21 AM

KI KI ABRAHAMSON, President, Al aska Charter School Association;
Head Teacher, Fireweed Acadeny, informed the conmttee public
charter schools are innovative public schools designed by
educators, parents, or civic |eaders; are founded and attended
by choice; and are nore accountable for their results than are

traditional public schools. Typically a group of parents wll
identify the need for a charter school, not necessarily because
they do not like the existing public school, but to address a

certain popul ation or teaching philosophy. She acknow edged the
charter school application process can take one to two years and
quite a bit of effort. Ms. Abrahanson opined charter schools
are one of the fastest and nobst successful growing refornms in
the country; in fact, the first public charter school was opened
in St. Paul, Mnnesota, in 1992, and 16 years later there are
over 4,500 charter schools in 40 states and the District of
Colunmbia that serve over 1.3 mllion children

8:23:28 AM

M5. ABRAHAMSON further explained the first charter schools began
in Alaska in 1996 with one in the Matanuska-Susitna area, and
one in Fairbanks, and today there are twenty-four. She
described the grade |levels served by charter schools across the
state and also that there are |anguage inmmersion schools for
Spani sh, German, and Alaska Native |anguages. Most charter
schools are el enentary schools and differ, not in the popul ation
served, but in the teaching nethods used.

8:25:21 AM

REPRESENTATI VE W LSON asked for a description of the different
t eachi ng net hods.

M5. ABRAHAMSON explained "a core know edge school™ wll use
speci fic prograns focused on academ cs. A Montessori school is
based on the principles established by Maria Montessori; a
Wal dorf school is based on a simlar nethod; and Fireweed
Acadeny, Tongass School of Arts and Sciences, and Kal ei doscope
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Charter School are theme inmersion schools based on integrated
curriculum that 1is focused on reasoning ability, problem
sol ving, and connections with the comunity.

8:27.:28 AM
CHAI R SEATON noted the purpose for hearing an overview on this
subject is to gain a broad understanding of this aspect of
educati on.

8:28: 24 AM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH asked whet her Sand Lake El enmentary, that has
a Japanese | anguage i mersion program is a charter school.

M5. ABRAHAMSON i ndicated that Sand Lake is not a charter schoo

but an optional program wthin the school district. In sone
cases, mgnet prograns have been converted to charter schools;
however, in Alaska, unlike the Lower 48, the only "charter

aut hori zers" are the school districts.
8:30: 06 AM

CHAI R SEATON asked for definitions of alternative, nagnet, and
charter school s.

M5. ABRAHAVSON clarified her expertise is with charter schools,
and she declined to provide a refined definition. She noted
that the Anchorage School District has many "optional prograns,
or magnet schools; ... a magnet school can be a school within a
school . " She opined magnet schools want to provide an
alternative program and are established within the paraneters of
an already existing public school. A charter school differs in
the process that is followed to establish specific requirenents.
For exanple, sonme optional schools in Anchorage are on a lottery
system but all charter schools are required to have a lottery
if they have nore applicants than they can acconmopdat e.

8:32: 21 AM

CATHERI NE REARDON, Legislative Aide, Al aska State Legislature,
and a parent, added the magnet and optional prograns are simlar
to a charter school in that they are schools of choice; however,
a charter school is managed by a parent-elected board and the
"control of noney and funding is different.”

8:33:44 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER asked which charter schools are also
nei ghbor hood schools in that they are a school of choice, but a
student living in that district "gets in no matter what." I n
addition, she asked "are alternative and magnet schools ... the
same t hing?"

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER expressed his understanding that a charter
school is defined by law and a nagnet school may be dealt wth
at the district |evel.

M5. ABRAHAMSON agr eed. The charter school nobvenent began as a
system for educational reform that did not require a voucher
system She opined the federal governnent felt a voucher system
took funding away from the public school system in favor of
private schools, thus charter schools were an option for failing
schools that still kept the noney in public schools. Ms.
Abr ahanmson directed the conmittee's attention to the comittee
packet that contained the Alaska Public Charter Schools
Directory 2008-2009.

8: 36: 56 AM

REPRESENTATI VE MUNOZ conmented that the inpetus for founding the
Juneau Comunity Charter School was to maintain a public
el enentary school presence in the downtown area.

8:37:41 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER advised there is a Native inmersion
school, a school within a school (SEWS), at East H gh School in
Anchor age.

8:38:13 AM

M5. ABRAHAMSON stressed the Charter School Association strives
to correct the public's perception that charter schools are not
public schools. In fact, <charter schools are simlar to
traditional schools in that the mssion for every school is to
provi de students with the environnent and opportunity to reach
their educational potential. Charter schools are free public
schools and do not require tuition. Adm ssion is via lottery
and they are open to everyone in the district; for exanple,
Effie Kokrine Charter School is 90 percent Native, but is open
to any student in its district. Charter schools nust neet all
of the sane assessnments and state standards as other public
schools; however, they do not have to follow the sane
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curricul um The academic policy committee (APC) that is the
charter school's governing body hires a principal, but teachers
are hired by district procedures and all teachers are bound by
the sane systemas all public schools throughout the state.

8:41: 37 AM

REPRESENTATI VE W LSON asked whether charter schools require
teachers to have extra credential s.

M5. ABRAHAMSON advised some Montessori and Waldorf charter
school teachers have received special training, but it is not
required by | aw In further response, she said this training
could happen in a variety of ways. M. Abrahanson turned to the
subj ect of how charter schools differ from traditional public
schools by offering choice, not only for famlies and students,
but also for teachers. Teachers may choose to work in a charter

school because they have an interest in the nodel, or the
nmet hods being taught, or a passion for the population served by
t he school . In other parts of the nation sponsors such as

museuns, universities, and other organizations, have founded
charter schools to provide a choice for the conmunity.

8:44:49 AM

M5. ABRAHAMSON continued to explain the role accountability
pl ays for charter schools. She reported only three schools have
closed in the twelve years since the first charter school opened
in Alaska. A charter may be revoked if the school does not neet
or exceed district and state academi c standards, if it is not
fiscally responsible, or if it breaks rules, | aws, or
regul ati ons. A charter school can apply for a waiver from the
state to alter its calendar, its schedule, and to deviate from
the district curriculum She noted another comon question is
how to nmonitor charter schools and suggested one way is through
the renewal of the charter, at which point the school nust
reapply and provide the district with data to prove that the
program has denonstrated great achievenent. She pointed out
many schools in Alaska are not neeting their AYP goal; however
a charter school is held to a higher standard and if it is not
successful, it nust close.

8:48:13 AM
M5. ABRAHAMSON then addressed the topic of freedom Each

charter school has the ability to control the curricula; to use
assessnents beyond those required by the district and state; and
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to use alternate reporting systems. |In addition, the culture of
a charter school may be "freer” and rely on parental involvenent
for prograns.

8:49: 46 AM

CHAI R SEATON asked whether charter schools can require parenta
i nvol venent .

M5. ABRAHAMSON affirmed some charter schools strongly request
parent volunteers; in fact, sonme charters have been witten to
include that parental involvenent is required - this nmay be
| egal because parents have the choice to not place their
children in the school.

8:51:16 AM

M5. REARDON offered her survey of the existing charter schools
on this topic. She related three schools did not respond and
three schools ask parents to volunteer for a specific nunber of
hours. However, in only one school is it a requirenent. At the
Juneau Community Charter School, 15 hours of volunteer tinme per
guarter is requested, but it is not nandatory.

8:52:57 AM

BRENDA TAYLOR, President, Academic Policy Commttee, Juneau
Community Charter School, <clarified parental involvement s
sonetimes interpreted as classroom tine or janitorial work, but
the fundanental goal is to get parents nore deeply involved in
their children's education. Charter schools nmake a great dea
of effort to comunicate with parents and to encourage all ways
to be involved in the education process.

8:54: 00 AM

REPRESENTATI VE W LSON suggested charter schools share their
successful nethods of encouraging parental involvenment wth
tradi tional school s.

M5. TAYLOR said she was unsure whether there was a fornal
structure for sharing information. Al though it is inproving,
the relationship between districts and charter schools has been
of a conpetitive nature, rather than a cooperative nature, due
to the conpetition for funding.

8: 55: 38 AM
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V5. ABRAHAMSON returned to the subject of procedural waivers and
the allocation of resources available to charter schools. A
maj or point of conflict with traditional schools was the pupi

teacher ratio (PTR). A charter school may have a | ower PTR than
t he nei ghborhood school because it is able to allocate its
resources for students and staffing with greater flexibility.
As a matter of fact, a charter school may be able to keep a
lower PTR by requiring its teachers to act as specialty

teachers, as well as classroom teachers. A cl assroom teacher
may also act as an admnistrator or teach physical education,
art, nusic, or |anguage. She stated the state funding formula

puts a total amount of noney in "the central office pot and then
they allocate that out to the schools, whereas the funding for a
charter school goes into that school, then it's up to that
school to decide how the noney is going to be spent.”

8:59:52 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER asked whether that situation creates an
incentive for a charter school to hire teachers who are | ower on
the pay scale. Furthernore, what is the effect of a teacher who
stays on for ten years.

M5. ABRAHAMSON affirmed the <current statute forces charter
schools to increase their PTR or close when their charters are

due to be renewed. In response to Representative Gardner, she
said the PTR ratio at her school went from 14 [students to one
teacher] to 19 students. A further conplication was that the

APC can not hire sonmeone based on the applicant's pay scale.
9:01: 50 AM

M5. REARDON noted that the PTR at nost of the elenentary charter
schools is 22:1, which is the sane as the "target" for the
Juneau School District. She opined this is the fiscal reality
of operating any school.

9:02: 32 AM
REPRESENTATI VE WLSON pointed out that a small school in the
Bush with ten students could close if that count were reduced by

one.

M5. TAYLOR rem nded the conmttee charter schools fewer than 150
students are funded at .84 percent of the average daily
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nmenbership (ADM), as opposed to neighborhood schools that are
funded at 120 percent of ADM

9:04: 50 AM

M5. ABRAHAMSON said the |last freedom that charter schools have
is that they are governed by an APC Frequently, there is a
|'iaison between a charter school and the district, but the APC
can act as the admnistration of a charter school and set the
policy on curriculum schedul es, and hiring.

9:06: 01 AM
REPRESENTATI VE KELLER asked whet her parents serve on the APC.

M5. ABRAHAMSON said the APC at her school was nmade up of
parents, staff, and a community nenber.

9:06: 40 AM

CHAI R SEATON recognized the witnesses online as well as the
charter school students in the gallery; Abigail Taylor-Roth,
Elia Krumm Robert Newran, Kol son, and Gabe Cohen.

9:07: 24 AM

M5. ABRAHAMSON concluded the last difference between traditional
and charter schools is access to resources, despite the fact
that a charter school follows all of the federal, state, and
district laws and regulations, and is required to neet or exceed

district standards. Public charter schools have no [free]
access to facilities and typically pay costs for wutilities,
mai nt enance, and operation. In addition, charter schools do not

receive state funding equal to traditional public schools and,
at the district level, frequently are not given funds from the
| ocal contribution to schools. In sone cases, school districts
provide a facility, or a shared facility, but that is not the
norm She described sone of the facilities in use around the
state.

9:10: 21 AM
REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER surmised responding to a request for

proposal (RFP) from a charter school that nust apply for renewal
every five years, is risky.
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M5. ABRAHAMSON confirned being in business with a charter school
is a huge ri sk.

9:10: 59 AM

REPRESENTATI VE W LSON asked whether charter schools are all owed
to use facilities such as a gymor a nmusic room

M5. ABRAHAMSON expl ai ned sonme charter schools have a nenorandum
of agreenent (MOA) with the school district that allows access
to shared facilities, staff, busi ng, or | unch  program
arrangenents.

REPRESENTATI VE W LSON pondered how to expand on that practice.

M5. ABRAHAMSON opined the |egislature could consider changing
the statute to allow charter schools access to existing public
facilities.

9:13: 09 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER ascertained in order for a charter schoo
to thrive it nmust be on a good basis with the |ocal school board
and school superintendent.

M5. ABRAHAMSON agreed; however, any partnership has contentious
i ssues. Academ ¢ achievenent and sustainable growth is
dependant upon enbracing education as a commobn goal for every
student in a school district.

9:15: 00 AM

M5. ABRAHAMSON, taking direction from the chair, returned to
conplete her initial presentation. She cautioned that the data
she was providing was very difficult to interpret and was based
on diverse and small sanples. She said in Alaska in 2007 and
2008, 21 charter schools represented 4 percent of the total of
506 schools in the state. In 2007, 170 schools did not neet AYP

and 3 of those, or 1.7 percent, were charter schools. I n 2008,
207 schools did not neet AYP and 9 of those were charter
school s. An inmportant point, she stated, is, given the fact

that charter schools are underfunded and do not have equal
access to facilities, that nost do neet AYP. Additionally, sone
of the charter schools that did not neet AYP were focused on at-
risk students and hone-school prograns. In fact, hone-school
prograns accept students at any tine during the school year.
Ms. Abrahanmson then presented statistics for the Al aska State
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Performance Incentive Program (AKSPIP) that was designed to
provide incentives for schools that showed inprovenent in
i ndi vi dual students' grow h. In 2007, 42 schools were awarded
incentive grants for |evels of outstanding, excellent, strong

and high, and 6 of those, or 14.3 percent, were charter schools.
In 2008, 32 schools were awarded grants and 3 of those, or 9.4
percent, were charter schools. Furthernore, nine schools
recei ved AKSPIP grants both years, and two were charter schools.
She again expressed caution when interpreting this data as one
of the schools receiving AKSPIP grants, for both years, had
el even students.

9:22:35 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER asked whether it could be said that the
AKSPI P grants are not effective in changing behavior because
t hey are not based on an even playing field.

M5. ABRAHAMSON opined that this programis not a good idea due
to the nunber of factors invol ved. Furthernore, the funds could
be nore "direct to the student."

CHAI R SEATON stated funding for the third year of the AKSPIP
program was not included in the governor's budget.

9:24:27 AM

M5. REARDON provided the funding overview and directed attention
to the commttee packet and a graph titled, "Adjusted Student

Count for Charter Schools vs. Neighborhood Schools.™ She
expl ained that the graph deals wth the aspect of the foundation
formula called the "adjusted student count.” One step in the

foundation formula, that adjusts the average daily nenbership
(ADM) according to the size of the school, puts charter schools
at a disadvant age. After the ADM or school enrollnment, is
adjusted, this is the figure on which the renmainder of the
formula is based. Thus, charter schools are treated differently
than a neighborhood school, and this adjustnment has a huge
i npact on the finances of charter schools.

9:26: 28 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER asked for a definition of neighborhood
school s.

M5. REARDON said a school run directly by the district is a
nei ghbor hood school. Referring back to the graph, she said
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charter schools are treated identically through the foundation
formula if they have 150 students or nore. However, when
student enrollnment falls to 149 students, charter schools |ose
about 45 percent of state funds. She opined that this |evel of
funding is "unsustainable." The reason for this treatnent is
that a smaller school is not regarded as a separate facility,
but as a part of the largest school in its district.

9:29: 02 AM

MARJORI E HAMBURCGER, Juneau Community Charter School, inforned
the commttee that some students from the Juneau Comunity
Charter School chose to cone and hear the overview The

commttee took a nonent to recognize the participants in the
gal l ery.

9: 30: 15 AM

M5. REARDON further explained when enrollnment at a charter
school falls below 150, the host school district |oses between

$500, 000 and $750, 000. In the case of a one year drop in
enrollment, this loss can be devastating to the school and the
district. For a charter school that is always below 150

students, the funding level is so nuch |ower than nei ghborhood
schools it can not survive.

9:32:29 AM

REPRESENTATI VE W LSON expressed her understanding of the effect
of enrollnment on the foundation formula because of what has
occurred in the public schools in her district.

9: 33: 49 AM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH asked whether the issue of charter school
fundi ng was addressed by the task force [on education.]

CHAI R SEATON affirmed that it was considered, and several issues
are involved. The task force recognized that "the right fix" is
needed and left this issue to the commttee.

M5. ABRAHAMSON, in response to Representative Buch, said the ADM
is determ ned over four weeks.

9:35:47 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE BUCH asked for the difference between the ADM and
t he adj usted student count (ASC).

M5. REARDON explained the ADM is the average nunber of students
attending a school during the first four weeks of Cctober. The
adj usted student count is the increase or decrease in the ADM
that the state makes based on the size of the school. The | aw
requires the adjustnment to acknow edge the econony of scale; it
is less costly to educate a child in a larger school than in a
smal | er one. The smaller the school, the higher is the per-
student adj ustnent. She directed attention to the handout
titled, The Role of the "Adjusted Student Count" in School
Funding that indicated for a school wth between 10 and 20
students, the adjusted student count is 39.6; therefore the
state base student allocation is 39 students. Furthernore, if
there are 75 kids in a neighborhood school, the school wll get
credit for 122 students; a nei ghborhood school with 440 students
will get credit for 471 students. She enphasized that the state
does not expect a school to function based on the actual nunber
of kids, but increases the enrollnment nunber before it is
multiplied by the other factors. Thus, a charter school wth
fewer than 150 students is "lunped in" with the |argest school
in the district and receives .84 percent credit for each
st udent . The source of the .84 percent credit is from the
"additional children" to the |argest school. Therefore, when a
charter school reduces enrollnent from 150 to 149 credit for
each child is reduced froma nultiplier of 1.45 percent to .84
percent .

9:42: 20 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER recalled the maxi num nunber of charter
schools allowed in the state is 60 and questioned whether
fundi ng problens are the reason that only 24 exist.

M5. REARDON agreed funding plays a significant role. A charter
school presents a risk to a school district if enrollnment is not
net . Also, this restriction does not allow addressing the
specific needs of a smaller population of students in a nmedium
sized community.

9:44:12 AM
REPRESENTATI VE KELLER opined the district has the option of
"filling the gap" and if there is an alternative school for a

specific population of 75 students, this restriction is on the
charter school, but not on other alternative schools.
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M5. REARDON agreed districts have various options for counting
and formulating alternative progranms, but a charter school is a
separate entity.

9:45:45 AM

M5. TAYLOR added that alternative schools have a threshold of
200 students. Furthernore, even a small alternative programis
formulated within a larger school and wll retain the ful
credit for each student.

9:46: 28 AM

REPRESENTATI VE MUNOZ observed |ocal property taxes and direct
grants from the state support school facilities. She asked for
the amount the Juneau Community Charter School (JCCS) pays for
its facility.

9:47: 22 AM

M5. REARDON said JCCS pays about $60,000 a year for three
cl assroons. She estimated that some charter schools across the
state pay nuch nore. State funds can be subsidi zed by the | ocal
school district, but the state is funding less noney for
[charter school] students. She enphasi zed that the core of the
problem is equity and it is hard for parents to understand why
charter school students, who may be schooled in the sane
buil ding, bring | esser amobunts of noney to the district.

9:49: 21 AM

M5. ABRAHAMSON of fered additional exanples of facility costs to
charter schools. In sone cases, the charter school only pays
utilities, maintenance, insurance, and liability.

9:50: 08 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER asked whether there was a rationale for
this | egislation.

M5. ABRAHAMSON stated that her wunderstanding is that when the
| egislation was crafted in 1995, there was concern over whether
districts would divide larger schools into smaller charter
schools. Also, there was an effort to nmake charter schools nore
cost efficient.
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REPRESENTATI VE KELLER anecdotally reported on his understanding
of the evolution of this aspect of the formula.

9:53: 37 AM

REPRESENTATI VE W LSON asked how many charter schools are in
school buildings and how many are paying rent. In addition, she
noted the various funding percentages for different charter
school s.

CHAIR SEATON clarified the different funding rates and stated
his intention for the conmittee's policy decision to establish
equity.

REPRESENTATIVE WLSON observed there are school f undi ng
i nequi ties between regions.

CHAI R SEATON expl ai ned how the fornula is applied to school size
within each district, thus regional issues of rural versus urban
are not applicable.

M5. TAYLOR further clarified school populations in the Railbelt
are increasing; in fact, the Anchorage School District will not
approve a charter school with an enrollnent of fewer than 150,
but in Juneau it is just the opposite.

CHAI R SEATON pointed out sonme teaching nethods nay require a
| oner school population and existing legislation my interfere
with that.

9:58: 20 AM

M5. ABRAHAMSON stated there are eight districts in the state
that have charter schools. To her know edge, eight charter
schools are housed in district buildings. She concl uded her
presentation wth an exanple of shared space in district

bui l dings and then thanked the committee for its consideration
of this topic.

9:59: 20 AM
CHAI R SEATON revi ewed the agenda for the next neeting.
ADJ OURNVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Education Standing Commttee neeting was adjourned at 10:02 a. m
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