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Juneau, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Provi ded an overview of the TLS program

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

8:.03: 23 AM

CHAIR PAUL SEATON called the House Standing Committee on
Education neeting to order at 8:03 a.m Representatives Seaton,
Munoz, W/ son, Edgnon, Keller, Buch, and Gardner were present at

the call to order.

AOVERVI EWN S) : DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON, TEACH NG AND LEARN NG
SUPPORT, ASSESSMENT AND ACCOUNTABI LI TY

8:03:48 AM

CHAI R SEATON announced that the only order of business would be
an overview by the Departnent of Education regarding teaching
and | earni ng support, and assessnent and accountability.

8:04: 21 AM

MARK LEWS, Director, Admnistrative Services, Departnment of
Education and Early Devel opnent (EED), said he would address
guestions previously submtted to the departnment by the
conmittee.

8: 06: 20 AM

MR LEWS turned to the first question, regarding the Unity
Project - the longitudinal data system He reported that the
project was a U S. [Departnent of Education] grant, the award
for which was $3.5 mllion. The project was scheduled to | ast
from Cctober 2006, through October 2008. A one-year, non-
nmonetary extension was requested by the departnent because of
set-backs, and the extension was granted through Cctober 2009.
M. Lewis said that in fiscal year 2009 (FY09), the departnent
received a general fund appropriation of $610 thousand from the
state to maintain the project, which he noted was a requirenent
under the grant. Thus far, the departnment has spent $2.5
mllion, and has approximately $770,000 in federal and the
majority of the $610,000 state’s general funds renaining. He
remarked that it is difficult to find qualified analyst
programmers within Alaska; the departnent has had to |ook for
contractors from the private sector, which has caused project
del ays.
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8:08:15 AM

CHAI R SEATON asked M. Lewis to summarize what is being done on
the programrelated to the |ongitudinal data set.

8:08: 24 AM

MR. LEWS reviewed that as information is received in the
departnment's assessnent unit, the system helps by identifying
errors in the data. Once corrected, records are stored in a
data warehouse, at which point research can occur. Anot her
el enent of the program has to do with automating web portals,
which allows web access to people in the districts who have the
proper security access to do their own research. The ultimte
goal of the longitudinal data system he said is to make quality
deci sions based on the information over a period of tine.

8:11: 04 AM

MR LEWS, in response to Chair Seaton, said currently the
information is performance data related to student identifiers,
not budget data. However, he said it is anticipated in the
future that a budget el enent could be added.

8:11:25 AM
REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER inquired if this systemw ||l be ongoing.

MR. LEWS confirned that the intent of the departnment is for the
program to continue in a maintenance phase after the initial
system is set up. He noted that is the purpose of the general
funds the departnent received last year. In response to follow
up questions, he clarified that there were issues related to the
departnment's infrastructure, which were resolved through the use
of Al aska vendors. The formal solicitation awarded the contract
to an out-of-state vendor through a conpetitive process. The
uni queness of the project neant that there were only a certain
nunmber of vendors who could conpete; therefore it was
anticipated that there would be out-of-state vendors for the

| arge contract. He offered further explanation regarding the
difficulty in hiring from within the departnment, noting that
expertise and pay scale were two issues. He said the

adm nistration is aware of the issue.

8:15:25 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE KELLER asked for further details regarding the
pi |l ot program

MR LEWS related that data was collected last fall from the
following districts: Juneau, Sitka, Kodiak, Delta-Geely,
Mat anuska- Susi t na, Anchorage, and Fairbanks. This spring, data
will be collected by neans of the system piloting with many of
t he af orementioned, plus Northwest Arctic, Galena, Wangell, and
Copper River. He deferred to Les Morse to supply the tineline
to fully inplement the program

8:16: 04 AM

LES MORSE, Deputy Conmm ssioner, Assessnent and Accountability,
Department of Education and Early Devel opnent, explained that

the departnment will be working out the tinmeframe during the next
academ c¢ school vyear. In response to a followup question, he
said as the departnent rolls out new conponents, there wll be
pr of essi onal devel opnent. The departnent is trying to figure

out how to do professional developnent in a way that allows it
to "take advantage of distance education in many arenas.”

8:19:40 AM

REPRESENTATI VE W LSON asked about the departnment’s hiring
pr ocess.

MR. LEWS outlined the departnent's hiring process, noting that
the departnment uses a hiring tool called, "Wrkplace Al aska."
When recruitnment fails, the Departnent of Admnistration (DQA)
tracks the information to determne the reason(s) for the
failure.

8:20: 48 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER queried if the longitudinal data study
can sort and provide statistics for how a district, building,

teacher, or a specific student is performng. Ils the system
sophi sticated enough to generate such information.

MR. MORSE said the departnent is currently able to provide that
i nformati on, however, it is not easily generated, nor can anyone
at a district |level access the information. The intent, behind
the |ongitudinal data system is for full automation, and to
allow districts and researchers, with secure/authorized access,
to perform anal yses. Regarding the concern for bandw dth, he
said it would not be a problem because the files that cone
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across will be in a low profile, text format that can be
conpressed to a zip file.

8:22:34 AM

MR. LEWS noved on to nane the core services for teaching and
| earning support: to provide I|eadership and technical
assistance to schools related to state and federal education
requi renents and strategies that wll result in inproved student
success; to provide assistance to parents, famlies, schools, to
achieve greater i nvol venent in students' educati on; to
adm nister statewide testing and assessnents; to provide

techni cal assistance to district staff and collect and analyze
data; to provide ongoing and daily technical assistance to
grantees related to increased student achievenent, educational
i nprovenent, school health, and safety; to admnister and
provi de technical assistance to schools, wth options such as
st at ewi de correspondence prograns and charter schools; to issue
and admi nister state and federal grants, contracts, reinbursable
services agreenents for the provision of direct student
instruction and professional developnment; to adm nister teacher
certification and accreditation of teacher education; to assure
gquality of instate teacher admnistration prograns; and to
adm nister to youth in detention and special schools.

8:24:09 AM

MR LEWS directed attention to page 2 of a handout in the
commttee packet entitled, "FY2010 Operating & Capital Budget."
He highlighted the follow ng agency operations |isted on page 2:
Student and School Achievenent, Statew de Mentoring Program
Teacher Certification, Child Nutrition, and Early Learning
Coor di nati on. The latter is where Head Start is housed. M.
Lewws noted the general, federal, and "other" funds that are
all ocated to these operations, as shown on page 2. In response
to Chair Seaton, he confirmed that the budget for Child
Nutrition includes [$86,600] in general funds from the State of
Al aska and [ $35, 494, 100] in federal funds.

8:26:49 AM

MR LEWS directed attention to a spread sheet on pages 9-10
whi ch outlines how resources are allocated within the Teaching &

Learning Support Conponent. In response to Chair Seaton, he
confirmed that, in regard to state assessnents, there is nothing
listed under the federal colum, while there is $3.7 nmllion

listed under federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) colum. He
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explained that at one tinme NCLB was included in the federal
colum, but it was broken out from that colum when soneone

requested the information on its own. He offered his
understanding that the noney for NCLB is acquired directly from
the federal government to fulfill the programrequirenents.
8:29: 05 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER pointed to the special educati on
conponent and noted that it receives federal funding. She asked
if the anbunt listed reflects the total funding for all children

hol ding an individual education program (|IEP). She said her
guestion pertains to her desire to ascertain which children are
not graduating. She suggested that Alaska my have a

di sproportionate nunber of special needs children due to
parental / student, drug/alcohol abuse, as well as encouragenent
for mlitary personnel to locate to Al askan installations based
on the services available for a child with an |EP. Do our
schools neet these students’ needs, and if not, would that not
skew the statistics for the state’s | ow graduation rates.

8:31:25 AM

CHAI R SEATON announced that a future neeting nay be covering
this line of questioning.

8:32:13 AM

MR. LEWS offered his understanding that "within this program”
t he special education federal allocation is nost |likely directed
toward nonitoring and conpliance. He said he believes that the
special education funds to which Representative Gardner has
referred, flows through the Foundation Fornula directly to the
school districts to inplenent their [special education] program

8:32:47 AM

CHAI R SEATON specified that special education would be addressed
at Wednesday’ s neeti ng.

8:33:13 AM

REPRESENTATI VE EDGMON noted that the category of snall Rural
School Achi evenent has an allocation of $170,000, while the
State Assessnents category receives $3.7 nmillion, and he said he
would like to know if these two entities conmbine to work
t oget her.
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8:34:11 AM

CYNTHI A CURRAN, Director, Teaching and Learning Support (TLS),
Departnment of Education and Early Devel opnent (EED), explained
that the small rural school achievenent program is a federal
program that allows districts with snall enrollnments to conbine

federal funding to use in other federal prograns. She offered
an exanple of how Title IV funding could be conmbined with Title
| funding, to assist students. In response to a followup

question, she confirned that there is no direct relationship
with state assessnents program

8:36: 07 AM

REPRESENTATI VE MJUNOZ expressed concern for the |low funding
allotted for counseling and suicide prevention.

M5. CURRAN offered her wunderstanding that the departnent is
working with Departnent of Health and Social Services (DHSS) to
address the issue, and she offered to provide further
information to the commttee.

8:36:40 AM

REPRESENTATI VE MUNOZ questioned what the line for Al aska M neral
& Energy Resources Education Fund (AVEREF) rel ates to.

MR. LEW S responded that AMEREF is a grant, from that board, to
fulfill contractual obligations for providing a curriculum to
children regarding mneral and energy resources wthin Al aska.

8:38:10 AM

MR. LEWS, in response to a question from Representative Keller
regarding the Alaska Longitudinal Data System conponent,
expl ained that in the FY10 budget there wll be no federal funds
associated with that program He enphasized that the funding
shown on the <chart wus only an estinate and subject to
fluctuation.

8:39: 39 AM

REPRESENTATI VE W LSON conmented on the mneral kits and AMEREF
| esson plans, for the benefit of commttee nenbers who are not
famliar with the program She then asked whether there are
areas that suffered federal funding reductions when noney was
directed to fulfill NCLB requirenents.
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8:41: 24 AM

MR. LEWS said he would provide information to the comrttee, as
to which areas may have |ost funding, when NCLB was enacted, and
whether the state is offsetting the funding loss, or if the
school s are expected to make do with | ess funding.

8:41: 38 AM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH offered his understanding that there was a
mandate to fund NCLB at a certain level, but that the reality is
that it has been funded at a | esser |evel.

8:43: 03 AM

CHAI R SEATON suggested that the committee hear a separate
presentati on on NCLB

8:45: 00 AM

MR MORSE relayed that for the five years previous to his
current position as deputy commissioner, he served as the
director of the Assessnent and Accountability Division, which is
why he will be speaking to the commttee regarding that topic
Further, he said he would discuss plans for the future. He
noted that the new director of the Assessnment and Accountability
Division is Erik MCorm ck.

MR. MORSE |isted the seven statew de assessnents overseen by the
assessnment portion of the Assessnent and Accountability Division
as follows: the high school graduation qualifying exam a
devel opnmental profile, a standards-based assessnent, a norm (ph)
reference test that is given yearly to two graduate |evels
students, an English |anguage proficiency assessnment given to
approximately 18,000 students each year, an annual alternate
assessnent for about 600 students with severe disabilities, and
a national assessnent carried out each year with the federal
governnment to ascertain educational progress. He noted that the
st andar ds- based assessnent is the major test for accountability,
and the one the conmttee would |ikely hear the npbst about when
tal king to schools regardi ng student assessnents.

8:48: 29 AM

MR. MORSE spoke about the work that has been done towards
creating effective/ neaningful assessnents. He said with the

HOUSE EDC COW TTEE - 8- January 23, 2009



current vendor, the department owns the assessnment prograns and
can build on them State ownership has saved $1.4 mllion |ast
year. The vendor, called, "Data Recognition Corporation," has
won another bid to continue this work for EED. Addi tionally,
new servi ces have been gai ned under this vendor

8:52:35 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER asked when the students are tested in the
di fferent subjects.

MR. MORSE responded that students are tested in reading,
witing, and mathematics, at grade levels 3-10, while students
are tested in science at levels 4, 8, and 10. He said testing
for science is only in its third year; it is required by NCLB
not by state statute. He predicted that as educators begin to
receive, and review, data related to science, they will begin to
exanmine and nodify existing curriculum to best neet student
needs.

8:56: 51 AM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH expressed concern for the state to establish
a means to utilize information in a nore effective and efficient
manner .

MR LEWS specified that in terns of "high-level, broad
perspective with technology in the State of Al aska," there is
some consolidation. He said Enterprise Technology Services
Davi son, DOA, oversees "the backbone of the state system"™
Wthin that purview, a state information technology plan is
submtted each year to DOA, and the Ofice of the CGovernor, to
denonstrate DHSS s intent is for the given year. The purpose of
that is not only to help the departnent plan, but also to take
advantage of any opportunities to consolidate services. Each
departnment has its own mssion, and sonetines consolidation is
not an option.

8:59: 28 AM

MR. MORSE, in response to Representative Keller, noted that in
addition to the state's standards-based assessnment and the
nation's NATE (ph), which conpares Al aska students to other
states and to the nation, there is one other test that shows how
Al aska's students are doing across the nation, and that is
called the Terra Nova. He said although the tests are for
di fferent purposes, conparisons can be made between them He
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said it is inportant to ensure that school districts are | ooking
at those analyses in order to address student needs at the
cl assroom | evel . Last year, he noted, a vendor held a workshop
to assist in understanding the analyses of these tests for
practical application. Regarding the NATE, M. Mrse said
Alaska is not at the top half, but is not at the bottom in
terms of national performance. He said he does not think
Al aska's performance is that poor, because other indicators need
to be considered. For exanple, Alaska is one of the top three
states in terms of having the largest nunbers of students, by
percent, who have limted English proficiency and participate in
that assessnent. States have the right to exclude certain
students from the NATE, and Al aska has a |ow exclusion rate,
whi ch shoul d be factored when conparing Al aska to other states.

9:04: 36 AM

REPRESENTATI VE W LSON asked about students with limted English
proficiency, but who do not fit the profile for English as a
second | anguage, and how t hese students are being net.

MR. MORSE answered that the departnment is now identifying those
students better than in the past because of the specific
assessnments conduct ed. The information gathered determ nes
whether the student has difficulty 1in reading, witing

speaki ng, and i stening. He noted that a few years ago there
were 20,500 students, and students have been "exited from the
program" Targets are designated, but school districts find it
chal l enging to neet those targets.

9: 08: 50 AM

REPRESENTATI VE EDGVON request ed further expl anati on of
assessnents and identification of students whose aptitudes are
best suited for the vocational arena.

MR. MORSE said there is an eighth assessnent that is not part of
the aforenentioned seven, and it is called Wrk Keys; housed in
the Career and Technical Education Unit of TLS, and overseen by
Ms. Curran. The overall Wrk Keys program includes an
el enentary, mddle, and high school testing conponent, which
shows students' vocational skills in the areas of reading and
mat hematics and provides valuable information to districts and
the state upon which to make curriculum and program changes.
The Wirk Keys assessnent is in the pilot stage. A requirenent
to have the work done on conputer has been recomended and is
expected to be in place in the comng years. The rest of the
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assessnents have skills inbedded within them that address basic
mat hematics, reading, and witing, which are also vocational
skills. Therefore, as people in the districts begin to receive
the data from those assessnents, they can begin to
identify/address the skills that students | ack.

9:11: 25 AM

VR. MORSE addressed the role of the Assessnent and
Accountability Division. He noted that in addition to
assessnent, the division reports the data for school
accountability to federal and state agencies. He explained that
this incorporates student and teacher perfornmance data: t he
adequate yearly progress calculation, and the results of each
school exam nation, including dialogues wth underperformng
school s.

9:13: 53 AM

MR. MORSE described how along with the awards, data and surveys
are collected in order to better analyze school performance. He
acknow edged that sone educators are not pleased with the award
program He noted that some schools have performed well despite
incentives, and that the program has not created increased

| ear ni ng. He reported that sonme principals make use of the
performance growh information, and he stated that EED would
continue to collect and distribute the data. He offered his

belief that the principals are the key players in the
per formance incentive program

9:17:19 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER asked if the sane schools continue to be
eligible for awards.

MR. MORSE conveyed that the performance growth cal culations are
done yearly for each school

9:18: 01 AM
REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER noted that there weren't nmany surprises
of the wnning schools in her district, as those schools

received a | ot of parent invol venent.

9:18: 36 AM
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CHAI R SEATON asked if this is the first program that has tracked
i ndi vidual growth vs. individual performance w thin each school.

9:19:51 AM

MR MORSE replied that there was another nore conplicated
federal program He recounted that the current assessnent
system is conprehensible, and geared for educators to gauge
per f or mance. He noted that previous assessnent systens have
offered different assessnents for different school vyears; not
all owi ng for conparison and anal ysi s.

9:21: 20 AM

CHAI R SEATON of fered support for the current growh nodel system
to hel p increase performance.

9:23:11 AM

MR. MORSE confirnmed for the commttee, that the | ongitudi nal
data systemis a growh nodel, and reported that it also allows
school districts to review the data.

9:23:41 AM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH offered his  belief t hat noti vati on,
i ncentive, and encouragenent nust cone from wthin each
di vi si on.

9: 24: 54 AM

MR. MORSE rem nded the committee that all of the aforenentioned
is part of the Accountability and Assessnment Unit. He called
attention to his current role as Deputy Comm ssioner for EED,
which identifies support for the districts/schools as a

departnment wide priority. He declared support for Senate Bill
285, which allocates funds for technical assistance and staffing
to support district needs. He reported that his position works

closely with the TLS divi sion.
9:27:30 AM

MR. MORSE conveyed that distribution of the increased funding
for technical assistance will be his responsibility.

9:28: 09 AM
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CHAI R SEATON asked for an analysis of how anticipated annual
student grow h is determn ned.

MR. MORSE said that he would provide the infornmation.
9:29: 04 AM

REPRESENTATI VE MUNOZ asked if local teachers are utilized as
ment or s.

9:29: 35 AM
MR. MORSE replied that nmentors are hired from hub cities across

the state, and assigned 14 to 16 teachers. An effort is made to
make assignnents close to the nmentor’s honme city.

9:31: 00 AM

M5. CURRAN explained TLS is primarily a federally funded
di vi si on. She pointed out that the staff 1is conprised of
certified teachers. She described the duties of TLS, which
includes analysis of: state and federal | egi sl ation,

educational trends, standards and assessnent activities, schoo

i nprovenent strategies, and research based prograns to help
i nprove student achievenent. She explained that TLS offers sone
technical assistance to Alaska's school districts, conducts
conferences for goal at t ai nnment of state and federa

initiatives, wites grants for state and school district
funding, and collaborates with many other groups to create
progranms for student achievenent. She reported that TLS
processes teacher certification applications, issues grants, and
nmonitors school districts to ensure conpliance with federal and
state requirenents.

9:33: 33 AM

CHAI R SEATON asked whether a school district receives progress
i nformati on only on request.

9:34: 29 AM

MS5. CURRAN said that all teachers and school districts in need
of help will receive the information.

9:35:11 AM
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M5. CURRAN read the mnmission statenent of the Title | NCLB
program which includes equitable student access to high quality
education and increased student achievenent through federal
resour ces. She explained the program process, and went on to
describe the progranms within Title 1I: Title 1A - funding for
| ow achi evenent students from lowincone famlies; Title IC -
funding to assist mgratory children; and Title ID - funding for
negl ected, delinquent, and at risk students.

9:37:13 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER asked Ms. Curran which program addresses
drop-out prevention and del i nquency i ssues.

M5. CURRAN responded Title |, Part D.

REPRESENTATI VE W LSON asked how the |ow incone, delinquent or at
risk children are identified.

M5. CURRAN replied that she would provide the commttee wth
that information

CHAI R SEATON asked if delinquency was defined as children under
16 not in school.

M5. CURRAN explained that, being a federal program the
definition my vary from state statute. To a followup
question, she agreed to provide both definitions to the
conmittee.

9:40: 11 AM

M5. CURRAN called attention to Special Education, for which TLS
is also responsible, and pointed out t hat Al aska has
approxi mately 18,000 special needs students, between ages 3-21.
She reported the mssion of Special Education was to inprove

acadeni c achievenent as well as social and behavioral skill
devel opnent . In step with the nation, Al aska has a dearth of
Speci al Education teachers. She noted that the early |earning

prograns are a part of special education.

9:42: 02 AM
V. CURRAN explained the Title 11 program noting each
conponent : Teacher Quality, Math and Science Partnerships,

Transition to Teachi ng, and Hi gher Education grants.
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9:43: 39 AM

REPRESENTATI VE WLSON asked who the Transition to Teaching
program attracts.

M5. CURRAN replied that applicants conme from all walks of |ife,
and, as the program provides on the job training, it is not
al ways necessary for a potential teacher to return to coll ege.

CHAIR SEATON surm sed that this program is nore than
identification of trades people to teach vocational education.

M5. CURRAN conveyed that the state already has a program for
trade craftsman to receive a Type Mteaching certification. She
clarified that the new program requires a person to have a
Baccal aureate (BA) degree.

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH asked if age or other restrictions would
hanper entrance to the program

M5. CURRAN responded that the program has no age limt attached;
however, it does require the BA, a background check, and passage
of a basic skills test in reading, witing, and mathematics. In
response to a commttee nenber’s request, she agreed to provide
requi renent details for this program

9:47:35 AM

M5. CURRAN explained how Title 1I, Part D, provides school
districts with professional developnment funds to update and
integrate existing technology into instructional format.

Further, she said, Part D provides "l|eadership and support to
| ocal career and technical education prograns that prepare
students for further education and that result in famly
supporting careers.”™ She relayed that this includes the Al aska
Car eer Ready initiative, whi ch devel ops t housands of
occupational profiles and the necessary basic job skills for
career placenent. The program allows students to self assess
their qual i fications and provi des | essons for further
preparation.

9:49: 29 AM
REPRESENTATI VE BUCH asked who devel oped the assessnent.

M5. CURRAN stated that the assessnment was developed by the
American College Testing (ACT) conpany. Al though ACT is a
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college testing program it is understood that certain skills
are necessary for nmany professions that do not require a four
year degr ee.

9:51:15 AM

CHAIR SEATON reflected on a program that M. Edgeconbe has
utilized, and asked if this programwere simlar.

MR LEWS replied that this was a new program
9:51: 52 AM

REPRESENTATIVE WLSON clarified that the ACT program would
direct a student to the areas they need work, in order to attend
col | ege or take another vocational direction.

M5. CURRAN enphasized that this is not a placenent assessment,
but rather an informational program to encourage attainnment of
skills for success in any chosen occupation. In response to
Chair Seaton, she offered to provide program access to commttee
menbers for their review

9:54: 36 AM

CHAI R SEATON requested a denonstration of this program al ong
with the other aforenentioned educational tools be schedul ed for
a future commttee neeting.

9:55:32 AM

M5. CURRAN continued to explain Part D, focusing on Child
Nutrition Services (CNS). She reported that CNS offers "USDA
meal prograns to school districts, residential child care
institutions, famly day care honmes, child and adult day care
centers, and sumrer food prograns.” She pointed out that OCNS
also distributes USDA Commobdity Foods and provides energency
food assi stance statew de.

CHAI R SEATON acknow edged conmittee interest in the food program
and recomrended an in-depth review at a future neeting.

9:57:27 AM

M5. CURRAN continued with the responsibility that TLS carries
for Gants and Contracts funding.
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9:58: 01 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER asked for an explanation of the 30
percent budget increase from FY09 to FY10.

MR LEWS directed the conmttee’'s attention to the budget
docunent titled “FY2010 Operating and Capital Budget, Decenber
15, 2008 - Agency Budget,” and explained that Page 3 only
represents the general fund, and page 4 reflects all of the
fundi ng sources.

9:59:21 AM

M5. CURRAN continued with Title 11l, to explain that, under
Engl i sh Language Acquisition, it provides grants and assistance
for limted English proficient students. She described Title IV
as a health group, which includes addressing neans for students
to nmeet high standards outside of the school setting.

10: 01: 11 AM

REPRESENTATI VE W LSON asked if additional youth surveys would be
beneficial in efforts to garner federal aid.

M5. CURRAN replied that this group admnisters the youth risk
behavi or  survey. She agreed to provide the comittee
information regarding the survey tie-in with federal funding.

REPRESENTATI VE WLSON asked if these were federal or state
grants.

M5. CURRAN responded that Title IV is a federal grant.

10: 02: 44 AM

M5. CURRAN specified that the Title 1V curriculum includes
counseling for suicide prevention, HV prevention, Fetal Al coho
Syndronme (FAS) information, and at-risk students. Additionally,
it includes resources for <charter school devel opnent. I n
response to Chair Seaton, she clarified that the charter schoo
grants are for planning and start-up, not sustainability.

10: 05: 09 AM

MS. CURRAN discussed the Title V program that enconpasses the
st at ewi de correspondence prograns.
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10: 05: 25 AM

M5. CURRAN referred to the teacher certification program which
accepts and anal yzes certification applications, and then issues
certificates to qualified teachers, admnistrators and special
servi ce providers.

10: 06: 26 AM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH expressed concern within his constituency
for a tinely response regarding the teacher certification
process.

CHAI R SEATON requested nore information regarding the tineliness
of the process in order to identify the issues.

MR. LEWS responded that this information would be supplied to
the commttee. He acknow edged that TLS has experienced
internal issues, which have caused past delays, and are being
corrected.

M5. CURRAN announced that a stakeholder neeting is schedul ed,
where statute and process changes for streamlining the teacher
certification process, will be discussed.

10: 12: 04 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER requested a pie chart that would allow the
cormittee a  visual reference for the federal f undi ng
di stribution anong the various Title prograns.

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH added his interest in having a top down,
flow chart of the operations through each agency and to the
Al aska State Legislature.

10: 14: 05 AM

M5. CURRAN agreed to conply with both conmttee requests, and
concl uded her presentation.

10: 14: 38 AM

CHAI R SEATON offered that he had received positive feed back on
the earlier nmentioned Teacher Mentoring program

10: 15: 20 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE BUCH opi ned his view of how education has evol ved
from the three basics of reading, witing, and arithnetic, to
what teachers are required to address in today's nulti-layered

progr ans. Al though it is positive progress to inplenent the
expanded requirenents, it creates a funding dilema for
sustainability. He advocated that basic education is a

requisite and that a part of the process should be to inform
parents of their role as their child s first teacher, and
stressed that schools should educate, not raise, children.

CHAI R SEATON noted no nore comments, and adjourned the neeting.

10:17: 02 AM

ADJ OURNVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Educati on Standing Committee neeting was adjourned at 10:17 a. m
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