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COCHAIR BOB HERRON called the House Community and Regional
Affairs Standing Commttee neeting to order at 8:03 a.m
Representatives Herron, Mnoz, MIllet, Keller, and Gardner were
present at the call to order. Representative Cissna arrived as
the neeting was in progress.

8:03: 39 AM

CO- CHAI R HERRON announced that the first order of business would
be to discuss sone of the goals of the coormittee and its nenbers
for this session.

8:04: 20 AM

COCHAIR MUNOZ related that the issues of interest to her are
those related to energy, transportation, and health.

8: 06: 06 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER said that the aforenentioned all sounds
good to him However, he highlighted the need to have a good
relationship and comuni cation with the departnent.

8: 06: 30 AM

REPRESENTATI VE = GARDNER, adding to Co-Chair Minoz’s |ist,
specified the need to review econom c developnent, which she
referred to as diversification and stabilization of economes in
the smaller communities in the state.

8: 06: 54 AM

REPRESENTATI VE M LLETT noted her agreenment with Co-Chair Minoz’s
list as this conmmttee wll definitely review all t he
communities with a regional perspective. Energy issues wll

certainly tie into that, she renmarked. She then nentioned that
the House Special Conmittee on Energy is going on the road and

will bring back issues from two of the regions it plans on
Vi siting.

8:07:49 AM

REPRESENTATI VE Cl SSNA opined that the health of comunities is
econom cs and social and physical health. Econom cs i ncl udes
energy, she pointed out. She suggested that viewing these

matters, physical and social health, in a holistic manner in
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ternms of producing people ready to work. She then discussed the
lack of infrastructure for manufacturing in Al aska, and
hi ghlighted that the challenge for the Departnment of Conmmerce,
Community, & Economic Developnent is how to supplenent a
previ ous subsi stence econony such that it hel ps conmmunities wal k
in the two worlds. To acconplish the aforenentioned, she
menti oned education, health, and workforce devel opnment as well
as ownership in energy issues fromeach comunity.

8:11:10 AM

CO CHAIR HERRON expressed hope that this conmittee can help
DCCED address the aforenmentioned issues as it and other agencies
are inportant to the success of the legislature and this
conmittee.

Overview(s): Alaska State Chanber of Commerce

CO-CHAIR HERRON then turned the commttee’'s attention to the
overvi ew of the Al aska State Chanber of Commrerce.

8:14: 03 AM

WAYNE STEVENS, President/CEO Al aska State Chanber of Comerce,
began by informng the commttee that he has been in Al aska for
38 years, lived throughout the state, and has been active in the
community wherever he lived. He enphasized his belief that if
one wants to conpl ain about things then one should share his/her
perspective with those naking decisions. He then explained that
the Al aska State Chanber of Commerce (“Chanber”) is a private
nonprofit corporation 501(c)(6) that represents sone 500-plus
busi ness nenbers and their enpl oyees. The Al aska State Chanber
of Commerce began operations in 1953 when it was known as the

Al | - Al aska Chanber. The Chanber is governed by a board of
directors who represent the interest of busi nesses and
communities from around Al aska and the Pacific Northwest. The

board, which is larger than the legislature, is a geographically
di verse organi zation. The board sets the strategic direction of

t he organizati on. He reviewed the nmekeup of the board and
related that its mssion is to drive positive change for
Al aska’s busi ness. The Chanber produces four mgjor events,
which are related to the organization's major focus, which is
| egi sl ati ve advocacy on behalf of business. The Chanber, he
further related, maintains a web site and produces an annual
directory of nenbers and a quarterly newsletter. In an effort

to serve the statew de business community nore effectively, the
Chanmber has offices in both Juneau and Anchorage. The primary
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focus of the Juneau office is advocacy, adnmnistration, and
comuni cati ons. The Anchorage office is a regional devel opnent
office with the primary focus of nenbership events and the
directory.

8:19: 09 AM

MR. STEVENS then related the Chanber’'s top five priorities, as
follows: progress on the natural gas pipeline project and
essential infrastructure devel opnents and inprovenents; cruise
ship point of discharge wastewater permtting issues; ballot
initiative reform workers' conpensation nedical rate freeze
which expires at the end of Decenber 2009; cost of [living
adj ustment; support for exploration and devel opnent of the Quter
Conti nental Shelf (QCS). He explained that any nenber of the
Al aska State Chanber of Comerce can submt positions of

statewide interest for consideration. Those positions are
di scussed at the fall neeting when the positions are debated
nodi fied, and ultimtely adopted. This year, of the over 35

priorities submtted, five becanme the top priorities. He noted
that the commttee, legislature, and adm nistration are provided
a copy of the Chanber’s top priorities as well as a list of each
posi tion.

MVR. STEVENS highlighted that Chamber menbers enploy a
significant nunber of private sector workers, and therefore the

actions of the Chanber represent businesses as well as their
enpl oyees. He related his hope that the Chanmber’s actions on
the five priorities will renove barriers to job creation and
create opportunities for business devel opnent. M. Stevens
noted that the Chanber is interested in sone of the itens that
[are in the conmittee’ s queue], including nmunicipal property tax
exenpti ons. The aforenentioned is of concern because when a

muni ci pality exenpts property from certain payers and the budget
isnt reduced in the corresponding anmount, the cost is then
nmerely shifted to businesses. Therefore, it adds to the cost of
doing business in the state. M. Stevens, recalling the
commttee’s discussion of the need for a strategic econonic
devel opment plan, related that the Chanber has |ong advocated
that the state develop a strategic econonic devel opnent plan.
The legislature, the adm nistration, and the private sector, in
part nership, needs to devel op an over ar chi ng econoni ¢
devel opnment pl an. He highlighted that the states of Wshington
and Oregon have witten business plans and their |legislature
adm ni stration, and congressional delegation all signed off on
t hose plans. He then related that a strategic economc
devel opment plan should be fiscally predictable, stable, include
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wor kf orce devel opnent, and identify deficits 1in essential
services and education for those skills necessary for
recruitnment. The foundation, he opined, for econom c success
should have |eadership, ensure policies in investnents in
transportation, energy, conmmunication, and other infrastructure

that supports econom c devel opnent. He indicated that such a
plan should illustrate that the state is open for business and
that it’s easier, |ess expensive, and nore streamined to

oper at e business in Al aska.
8:23:42 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER comented that there is no end to the
wonderful things in which the state could invest and work toward
whil e saving. However, the state can't fund everything and have
robust savings. She noted that one of the 2009 positions of the
Chanber is “savings - the first step to a fiscal plan.”

MR. STEVENS said Representative Gardner had identified the

difficulty. He then pointed out that Alaska is a teenager in
terms of developnent as a state and is still trying to devel op
its infrastructure, systens, a plan, and a vision. The state
needs to be able to articulate the vision, a shared vision, but
the [state] isn't at that point. He related that from the
Chanber’s perspective, just throwing noney at things doesn't
nove toward the goal. [Those in the] state need to work

together to develop a vision for the future, he opined.
8:26:42 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER i nquired as to when the devel opnent plans
of Oregon and Washi ngton went into effect.

MR. STEVENS recalled that the Oregon business plan has been in
pl ace for about 10-15 years while the Washington business plan

has been in place a few years less than that. Both states’
plans identified critical areas to focus on to attract business
devel opment in their state. He echoed Representative Cissna’s

earlier coments that Alaska doesn’'t have the type of
devel opnent that provides a broad econonic base because Al aska
is a young state that lacks infrastructure and systens.
Furthernore, the primary focus of the state has been resource
extraction. Alaska is blessed with resources and needs to find
a way to use those. Form ng these plans brings all viewoints
to the table and conprom se occurs in order to nove the state
f orward.
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8:29:36 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER stated that of particular interest to her
is that any economi c devel opnent includes policies that pronote
Al askans doi ng the devel opnent.

MR. STEVENS noted his agreenment, but pointed out that capitol is

the issue. Econom ¢ devel opnent can't be done in a vacuum or
alone; it nust be done in a manner that brings the greatest
benefit to all residents of the state. The aforenentioned

requi res assistance, he said.
8:30: 43 AM

REPRESENTATI VE CI SSNA opined that the state has one of the
| argest savings plans in the nation, the permanent fund.
Therefore, she said she didn't believe noney is the problem but
rather how it's being spent. Representative Cissna then
recalled M. Stevens’ comment about the need for everyone to be
at the table, which seens to be the problem She surm sed that
t he Chanmber nust discuss this issue [of people com ng together].

MR. STEVENS pointed out that there are many organi zations, such
as the Southeast Conference, Southwest Conference, and the
Al aska Regi onal Devel opnent Organization (ARDOR) program that
have regional econonmc devel opnment discussions. Al t hough
Anchorage has the benefit of being easy to transit around and
through and is a great service center, the production of
resources cones from rural Al aska. There needs to be an
acknow edgenent of the aforenentioned, he opined. He related
that upon conpletion of an economc geography study in the
Sout hwest region, it was determ ned that Southwest Al aska sends
to Anchorage annually $350-%$450 million, albeit a transaction at

a tine. Due to the traditional ties between Southwest Al aska
and the Pacific Northwest, an equivalent anmount goes to the
Paci fic Northwest. M. Stevens, therefore, expressed the need

to bring that dollar flow into Al aska. Furt hernore, fol ks need
to acknow edge the huge econom c inpact that the rest of Al aska
brings into the Anchorage bow area. He pointed out that those
who nove to Anchorage don't bring their job but do bring their
social service denands. M. Stevens expressed the need to
understand that econom c developnent is about from where the
dollars conme and how each [location] benefits from those
dol | ars.

8:35:17 AM
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CO CHAIR MUNOZ commented that the resource wealth of Alaska is
in rural Al aska. She then related that the coastal business
community is very concerned wth regard to the new point of
di scharge standards for the cruise ship industry. She inquired
as to the Chanber's involvement with the legislature to craft
| egi sl ation that addresses the aforenentioned issue.

MR. STEVENS rel ated that the Chanber is working closely with the
cruise industry, the Alaska Cruise Association, the Alaska
Travel | ndustry Associ ati on, and ot her i ke- m nded
or gani zati ons. He then related his wunderstanding that the
requi renents for the cruise industry point of discharge specify
that the requirenents nmust be net at the |ocation where the two-
inch pipe leaves the ship. Wen communities discharge the sane
kinds of materials, there is a mxing zone from where the
measurenents are taken. This new requirenent is a rigorous
standard that has the potential to drive industry away from the
state and the |oss of passengers would have an inpact on [the
entire state]. Conversely, if this requirement is placed on
communities, it would be costly.

8:38:19 AM
COCHAIR MJUNOQZ related her wunderstanding that a glass of
muni ci pal water in Juneau discharged at the point of pipe

woul dn't neet the new cruise ship discharge standards.

MR. STEVENS said that's his understanding as well, although he

noted that he isn't a scientist. Therefore, if one were to pour
a gallon of drinking water out of the discharge, it would be in
violation of the standard at that point of discharge. He

characterized the requirenent as a bit onerous.
8:39:21 AM

COCHAIR MUNOZ requested a further presentation on the new
crui se ship wastewater discharge requirenents.

8:39: 59 AM

MR. STEVENS, in response to Co-Chair Herron, explained that his
title is President/CEO of the Al aska State Chanmber of Commerce,
and the elected leader of the executive conmttee [of the

Chanber] holds the title of chair. In fact, a past chair, M.
Richards, is in the roomtoday. In further response to Co-Chair
Herron, M. Stevens specified that anyone can be a nenber of the
[ Chanber] . As in any organization, individuals who vol unteer
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tend to rise in the hierarchy of the organization. He noted
that nmany conpani es encourage their enployees to participate in
the board. Active participation in the board often leads to an
executive comrittee position. He highlighted that these are al
nonpai d volunteers who believe what the Chanber stands for and
advocates for. The next full neeting of the Chanber wll be
February 23-25 and legislators will be invited to a reception
during that tine.

MR. STEVENS, in further response to Co-Chair Herron, identified
the biggest surprise he has experienced during his tinme wth
Chanber as the willingness of people to step forward and serve,
particularly in positions of |eadershinp. He identified his
bi ggest di sappointnent as the Chanber’s inability to convey to
the general population the inportance of having a voice to
interface with the |egislature.

8:46: 06 AM

CO CHAIR HERRON inquired as to who the Chanber woul d consider an
ally that hel ps the Chanber bring its nmessage forward.

MR. STEVENS said the Chanber works wth nmany organizations

t hroughout the state on various issues, including the Cruise
Associ ation, ATIA the Al aska Minicipal League, the Resource
Devel opnent Council, and the Al aska Alliance. M. Stevens

related his philosophy that no one organization can be all
things to all people. Therefore, the organizations need to work
together. He characterized the Chanber as a portal of entry for
people to find information and connect people with those who
hol d the information being sought.

8:48: 00 AM

CO CHAI R HERRON asked if the Chanber has discussed the stinulus
package and whether funds from it could turn into real dollars
and j obs.

MR. STEVENS answered that such will be discussed at the February
neet i ng.

8:48: 32 AM
REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER opined that the key to the creation of

wealth is not only the production of the state’ s resources, but
also finding opportunities to add value to the state’'s raw
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mat eri al s/ resources and being part of all possible life cycles
of the resource. Oherwise, the state is somewhat of a col ony.

MR. STEVENS noted his agreenent. The chall enge, because of
Al aska’ s geographic location, is to bring in raw materials to
perform things |ike fish processing and add val ue. However, he
acknow edged that there are many snall conpani es throughout the
state that have been successful with small niche markets in
whi ch they package their own products on a small scale.

8:51:26 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER suggested imagining if the state succeeds
in its efforts to bring gas to South Central, part of which
could be used in the petrochem cal industry to create plastics.
MR. STEVENS agreed that there's huge potential.

The conmmttee took an at-ease from8:51 a.m to 8:57 a.m

Al aska Muni ci pal League

8:57:16 AM

CO CHAI R HERRON announced that the commttee would now turn its
attention to a presentation from the Al aska Minicipal League
(AM) .

8:57:38 AM
KATH E WASSERMAN, Executive Director, Al aska Minicipal League

(AML), began by explaining that AML is a nonprofit nenbership
organi zation that operates through dues collected from

muni ci palities. Presently, 150 cities and boroughs, nost of
which are very active, are nmenbers of AM. The 13
muni cipalities that don't belong to AM. are very snall
comunities. The mission of AML is to |obby on the state,
federal level regarding legislation that inpacts municipalities
t hroughout the state. She pointed out that AM. takes great
interest in all issues that inpact its nenbers, such as the

Public Enpl oyees' Retirenent System (PERS) i ssue. The AML is
al so responsible for |ocal governnment training as nuch of the
state’s training budget has dw ndl ed. However, as a nonprofit
it’s difficult to obtain funds to travel to |locations for
trai ni ng. In fact, AML is currently looking for grants to
travel to smaller communities [for training]. She then inforned
the commttee that AM. offers services/support for the Al aska

HOUSE CRA COW TTEE -9- January 27, 2009



Conference of Mayors, the Alaska Association of Minicipa
Clerks, the Al aska Minicipal Mnagers Association, the Al aska
Muni ci pal Attorneys Association, the Al aska Governnent Finance
O ficers Association, and the Al aska Assessors Association. The
AML holds seats on the Board of the National Association of
Counties, the National League of Cties, and the Wstern
Interstate Region. The AM. board consists of 26 individuals who
are very active and easy to work wth. The board consists of
one of each nmenber from 11 different districts in the state as
well as representatives from the aforenmentioned associations.
She noted that AML’s office is in Juneau. She then highlighted
that over the last couple of years AML has tried to inprove its
relationship with industry as a healthy conmmunity can't survive

wi t hout good j obs. In fact, AML has reached out to the Chanber
and the oil, mning, and cruise ship industries in an attenpt to
work  toget her to determne what wor ks best for t he
municipalities in the state. The AM. attenpts to provide

menbers with the information they need to run their governnent
wisely and the ability to participate in helpful neetings
t hroughout the state. Furthernmore, AM. tries to have AM
representatives at [local neetings] on behalf of AM. The
af orenenti oned serves to keep AML inforned and inform all other
factions in the state that AML is interested and addresses nore
than just nunicipal issues. Ms. Wassernman highlighted that AML
provides the opportunity for its nenbers to join its insurance
pool, the Al aska Muinicipal League Joint Insurance Association,

whi ch has approximately 160 nenbers. The association has nore
menbers than AM. because it accepts school districts, which
saves them noney. The majority of the smaller conmunities in

the state are insured through AML as are the Rural Education
Attendance Areas (REAAs) and the first class school districts
She pointed out that AM. also has an investnment pool, which

allows nunicipalities to invest short-term noney. The AM
| nvest ment Pool has just reached investnments above $600 nillion,
she rel ated. The pool allows placenent of funds that can be

wi t hdrawn qui ckly while receiving better returns.

M5. WASSERMAN pointed out that AM. publishes a quarterly
magazine in which it reports on matters occurring throughout the

state, legislation during session, as well as congressional
i nformation. The quarterly magazine also has a classified job
section in which an AM. nenber can advertise nunicipa
enpl oyment opportunities for free. The AM. provides an

opportunity for state agencies to get information out to all
muni cipalities as well as others. She then opined that AM. can
be a great ally to the legislature, but enphasized that AM
doesn't |lobby for capital projects and not very often for
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regi onal issues. The AM. stays out of situations in which

communities are pitted against each other. She inforned the
commttee that AML holds three conferences each year, with the
first here in Juneau this week. She related that AM's
priorities this year are transportation and energy. She
reviewed the various conferences and the general agendas of
each. Ms. Wasserman informed the committee that AM. publishes
the nunicipal officials directory, which is provided to the
| egi sl ature. This publication, which includes every elected
official in every city and borough, will be avail abl e next week.
She noted that AM. partners with DCCED to put that directory
t oget her. The AM. also publishes a nmunicipal salary survey

During session AM. publishes a weekly e-bulletin.

9:13:40 AM

M5. WASSERMAN specified that AML's two priorities revolve around
energy and transportation. However, there hasn’'t been much
mention of transportation either in legislation submtted or
from the adm nistration. She then rem nded the commttee that
the federal trust fund will be out of nobney in another year.
Therefore, the loom ng question is what to do about that. She

informed the commttee that AML has contracted with a firm and
is alnost ready to produce the final docunent, which was a study
of other states regarding how they funded transportation w thout
federal governnent funds. A gasline is forthcom ng, but keeping
the roads and transportation links open is inportant, she said.
An influx of people to the state could be problematic, she
remar ked. At this point, although AM. doesn't have any
suggestions or solutions, it wants to be involved in the answer.
Wth regard to energy concerns, AML will likely address power
cost equalization (PCE). In fact, this week AML will decide
whet her to request a geographi c expansion of PCE such that nore
communities in the state are included or whether to request a
program expansi on to busi nesses and school s.

9:16: 37 AM

CO CHAIR MUNQZ indicated interest in AML's resolution regarding
the point of discharge requirements as well as the possible
recomrendation to extend PCE to businesses.

9:17:16 AM
REPRESENTATI VE CI SSNA, recalling a nunber of years ago when AML

made a report regarding what was happening to communities,
particularly t hose smal | comuni ties t hat wer e facing
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bankruptcy, said she has found enornous value in AM.. She then
opined that this year seems nuch wrse [in regard to the
difficulties that comunities face] and asked how that has
i npact ed nenbership in AM.

M5. WASSERVAN pointed out that |ast year revenue sharing was a
huge help, and luckily AML kept its nmenbers. The nenbers of AM
realized that their dues were what enabled AML to | obby on their
behal f. She then nentioned that she has been inpressed that
nost of the larger conmunities have been supportive of the
small er comunities. The aforenentioned, she opined, seens to
reflect the realization that all the conmunities are in this
together for the good of the state. Ms. Wasserman echoed
cooments of M. Stevens regarding the inportance of all
communities in the state, not just Anchorage.

9: 20: 33 AM

REPRESENTATI VE CI SSNA inquired as to whether any work is being
done with the wuniversity, which perforns workforce devel opnent
pi eces. She related that she has tried to get the university
involved with her |ocal school district nore than it is. She
t hen questioned whether [a partnering with] AML and the public
adm ni stration [programat the university] would be beneficial.

M5. WASSERMAN said that although AM. has worked wth the
university, it probably could do nore. Ms. Wasserman infornmed
the commttee that as a conm ssioner with the Denali Conm ssion
she has worked with the university and been able to bring sone
of that to AM.. She then noted that AML has been involved wth
the public adm nistration program However, nost of the [public
adm nistration] training has been wth state workers, and
therefore AML doesn't want to put resources into training for
state workers over nmunicipal workers. Furthernore, nost of the
muni ci pal training that’'s necessary is different [than what’s
offered in the public adm nistration training]. Part of the
i ssue, she identified, is obtaining funds for travel because the
university doesn’t have funds to fly [trainers] to the

communities or transport students to a hub comunity. She
nmentioned that she is averse to having all the training in
Anchorage, and would |ike to have sone of the training in Bethel
or locations a bit closer to [the students]. Therefore, she

noted she has been working with U S. Senator Lisa Mirkowski to
acconplish the aforenenti oned.

9:24:22 AM
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CO- CHAIR HERRON inquired as to the agenda of the Conference of
Mayor s.

M5. WASSERVMAN explained that the Southwest Alaska Minicipal
Conference (SWAMC) is neeting this week. The president of the
Conference of Mayors is a board nmenber of SWAMC and will be at
the SWAMC neeti ng. Furthernore, the vice president of the
Conference of Mayors wll also be in attendance at SWAMC. Ms.
Wasserman rel ated her assunption that [the Conference of Mayors]
wi || discuss energy issues.

CO- CHAIR HERRON then inquired as to why AM. supports returning
to a separate Departnent of Conmunity & Regional Affairs (DCRA).

M5. WASSERMAN rel at ed her understanding that DCCED has branched

off into nore commerce than community, which is still necessary.
She recalled when she was mayor and there were many | ocal
government specialists who helped nunicipalities. However, as

the funding decreased and nore funding was placed in the
coormerce side, there are now only two |[ocal gover nnment
specialists who can travel throughout the state. She rel ated
her under standing that t he remai ni ng | ocal gover nnment
specialists are with the Rural Uility Business Advisor Program
(RUBA). Although RUBA [l ocal governnment specialists] do a great
job with rural wutilities, they can’t address |ocal governnent
help to the degree it once occurred. Therefore, a lot of AM’'s
menbers would like for the reinstatement of DCRA as it provided
nore of an enphasis on community hel p.

COCHAIR HERRON recalled the testinony of DCCED s Deputy
Conmmi ssioner Black who said his heart was with DCRA because of
its focus. However, Deputy Commi ssioner Black also shared that
[the joining of the departnents] is all about economcs. To
protect DCRA, Deputy Conmm ssioner Black had said that it's
probably good DCRA was joined with the Departnent of Comrerce.
Many would question how the state could afford to have a
separate DCRA, Co-Chair Herron remarked.

M5. WASSERMAN acknowl edged Co-Chair Herron’s comments as good
poi nt s. She then inforned the conmttee that throughout the
session AML will try to have conversations with the |egislature
and peopl e such as Deputy Conm ssi oner Bl ack.

9:28: 28 AM

M5. WASSERMAN, in further response to Co-Chair Herron, said that
AML's resolution regarding revenue sharing was witten at the
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beginning of Novenber and the extra $15 mllion from the

governor's budget didn't materialize. Al t hough M. Wasserman
said she couldn't predict what the board would do, it would
definitely be part of the discussion as it wll discuss which

priorities to press. She enphasized that AML watches the issues
careful ly.

9:30: 17 AM

CO CHAIR HERRON addressed the disclosure form required by the
Al aska Public Ofices Commi ssion (APOC), which he characterized
as overly onerous when required for nunicipal officials. He
asked if AML has concern with the disclosure requirenents.

M5. WASSERMAN responded that AM. understands the need for the
APCC rul es and AML supports those. However, to require folks on
the volunteer boards to state their own financials as well as
those of their partner/spouse and dependent children with the
possibility of the information being placed on |ine has caused
fol ks not to vol unteer. She expressed the need to have a scale
for reporting.

9:32: 35 AM

CO CHAIR HERRON announced the intent of the co-chairs to
schedule a hearing to discuss the <cruise ship wastewater
reporting requirenents. He then turned to the census and
suggested [AM.] review what Association of Village Counci
Presidents (AVCP) is seeking fromthe federal governnent.

9:33: 57 AM

M5. WASSERMVAN, in response to Co-Chair Herron, identified her
bi ggest surprise as not needing to worry about keeping AM
menbers ent hused about what they' re doing. She then indentified
her biggest disappointnment as having to work so hard to ensure
peopl e understand that AML isn’'t a special interest group.

9: 36: 00 AM

CO CHAI R HERRON enphasi zed that each legislator is interested in
how the nati onal stimul us package wi | hel p hi s/ her
constituency, particularly in ternms of jobs.

M5. WASSERMAN rem nded the commttee that U.S. Senator Mrk

Begich was a very active nenber of AM. prior to beconming a
senator and U.S. Senator Mirkowski is a strong supporter of AM.
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In fact, U S. Senator Begich has provided AM. forns to give to
communities to submt their projects to U S. Senator Begich.
She agreed to request from U. S. Senator Begich that those forns
be shared appropriately with | egi sl ators.

9:37:58 AM
ADJ QURNVENT
There being no further business before the commttee, the House

Community and Regional Affairs Standing Commttee neeting was
adj ourned at 9:37 a.m
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