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CHAIR KEVIN MEYER called the Legislative Budget and Audit
Commttee neeting to order at 3:41 p.m Senators Meyer, Hoffnman,
and Menard and Representatives Hawker, Neuman, and Doogan were
present at the call to order.

REVI SED PROGRAM - LEG SLATI VE ( RPLS)
3:41: 34 PM

CHAI R MEYER announced that the only order of business would be
to address the RPLs of 27 different University of Al aska
projects that total $7.9 mllion. He explained that the
commttee would group the university's RPLs into one |arge RPL

3:42: 28 PM

M CHELLE RI ZK, Associate Vice President, Budget, University of
Al aska Fairbanks, explained that these grants are being brought
to the conmttee prior to the Septenber 28, 2009, neeting
because the majority of them are time sensitive. Delay in
funding would negatively inpact the nonentum of the research
progranms because Septenber is a critical nmonth for research and
field work. Furthernore, lack of funding in Septenber would
pose a challenge in obtaining critical yearly data that 1is
required to conplete the requirenments of the proposal.

3:43: 55 PM
SENATOR MENARD asked if it’s necessary to have so many prograns

dealing with climte change. She pointed out that at |east two-
thirds of the prograns address clinate change.

M5. RIZK characterized it as a policy question. However, she
hi ghlighted that climte change has been identified as a high
priority for Alaska. “It seens at this point, ... all research

that we’'re doing in this area could provide val uable informtion
in that area,” she said.

SENATOR MENARD related her personal belief that [this many
prograns addressing climte change] is overkill.

3:45:13 PM
SENATOR HOFFMAN rel ated his understanding that the vast majority

of these RPLs were submitted prior to the American Recovery and
Rei nvest ment Act (ARRA). Therefore, as a result of ARRA these
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RPLs have fallen under the purview of this conmttee. Prior to
ARRA, he surm sed, many of these projects woul d ve been accepted
by the university without |egislative oversight.

M5. RIZK stated that Senator Hoffrman is correct. She expl ained
that the mpjority of the proposals that have been funded [by
ARRA] thus far are proposals for which the university requested
f undi ng. However, the agency would ve run out of federal
funding had the stinulus fundi ng not been avail abl e.

3:46: 32 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HAWKER said that these are stimulus funds, which
has necessitated the unique procedure that won’t continue once
t he federal government stops providing stinmulus funds.

3:47:12 PM

CHAIR MEYER clarified that this package will be referred to as
RPL package 45-0-1133 for $7.9 nmillion.

3:47: 31 PM

SENATOR HOFFMAN noved that the commttee approve RPL 45-0-1133.
There being no objection, RPL 45-0-1133 was approved.

3:48: 07 PM
ADJ QURNVENT
There being no further business before the comittee, the

Legi sl ative Budget and Audit Committee neeting was adjourned at
3:48 p. m
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