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SB 221 establishes an Advisory Task Force on Higher Education in the Legislative Branch of government.  The Task 
Force consists of 13 members from various education and government entities.  Members serve without compensation 
but are entitled to per diem and travel expenses.  The legislation provides that per diem and travel expenses shall be paid 
from the budget of the agency or institution the member represents on the Task Force.  The agency or institution can opt 
out of participating to avoid payment of per diem and travel expenses.  The Legislature has two members on the Task 
Force, the Chairs of the Senate and House Education Committees.

It is anticipated that the Task Force will hold six meetings.  Travel costs for the Legislators and staff are included in 
this fiscal note for two meetings in Anchorage and two meetings in Fairbanks.  The other two meetings will be 
teleconferenced.  The costs for employees of the Education Committee Chairs to staff the Task Force, costs for 
teleconferencing meetings, and printing the final the report which is due March 1, 2011 will be absorbed within existing 
budgets.    
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