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STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO.
2010  LEGISLATIVE  SESSION

House Bill 381 expands the places from which a person need not retreat before using deadly force in self-
defense to any place the person has a right to be.  Thus, even though a person knows that with complete 
safety to oneself and others the person can leave the area of the encounter, the person is justified in using 
deadly force if the person is in a place the person has a right to be. There is no time limit when a person 
could use deadly force and be presumed to be acting in self defense.

HB 381 also adopts evidentiary presumptions that the use of deadly force is reasonable.  The prosecution 
already is required to disprove self-defense beyond a reasonable doubt, and this will make that burden even 
higher.  

This bill will make prosecution of homicide cases more difficult for the prosecution, and it will probably result 
in more jury trials. The Criminal Division anticipates it would need 2 new FTE attorney positions to handle the 
increased cases, to both screen referrals and prosecute those that are accepted.
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