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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO 101( CRA)
"An Act relating to uniform traffic laws and to operating a
vehicle while wunder the influence of an alcoholic beverage,
i nhal ant, or controlled substance."

MOVED SCS CSHB 101(STA) OUT OF COW TTEE

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 15
Proposing an anmendnment to the Uniform Rules of the Al aska State
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SENATE BI LL NO 215
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date."
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"An Act relating to expenditures in aid of or to inplenent the
provi sions of the federal Real ID Act."
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BILL: SB 202
SHORT TI TLE: PROHI BI T STATE SPENDI NG FOR REAL | D ACT
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W TNESS REG STER

Rl CK VANDERKOLK, St af f

to Representative Carl Gatto

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented changes to CSHB 101( CRA).

TIM LAMKI N, Staff

to Senator Gary Stevens

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented SCR 15.

CARL ROCSE, Executive Director

Associ ati on of Al aska School Boards

Juneau AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Spoke in support of SCR 15.

Rl CHARD LUTHER, Legi sl ative Liaison

Departnent of Education

Juneau AK

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Spoke in support of SCR 15.

JOHN ALCANTRA, Director

Gover nnent Rel ati ons

NEA Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Spoke in support of SCR 15.

Kl KI ABRAHANMSQN, Teacher

Fi reweed Acadeny Charter School

Homer AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Spoke in support of SCR 15.
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SENATOR BI LL W ELECHOWSKI

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented SB 202.

MATTHEW KERR
Anchor age AK
PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Spoke in support of SB 202.

JAMES HARRI SON, Attorney
Sacranmento CA
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Spoke in support of SB 202.

KEVI N BROOKS, Deputy Conmm ssi oner
Depart ment of Adm nistration

Juneau AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Di scussed SB 202.

Bl LL SCANNELL, Spokesperson

I dentity Project

Anchor age AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Spoke in support of SB 202.

PATRI CK DALTON
Del ta Junction AK
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Spoke in support of SB 202.

TI MOTHY PETERS, Par al egal
Anchor age AK
PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Spoke in support of SB 202.

| RVI N BAXTER, Bi bl e Prophecy Advocate
Garland TX
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Spoke in support of SB 202.

JEFFERY M TTMEN, Incom ng Executive Director
American G vil Liberty Union of Al aska

Anchor age AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Spoke in support of SB 202.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

CHAIR LESIL MCQU RE called the Senate State Affairs Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 9:04:00 AM Senators MQiire,
Stevens, Bunde, and French were present at the call to order.
Senator Green arrived |l ater.
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HB 101- UNI FORM TRAFFI C LAWS

9: 04: 00 AM
CHAI R MCGUI RE announced the consideration of HB 101. [Before the
commttee was CSHB 101( CRA). ]

RI CK VANDERKOLK, Staff to Representative Carl Gatto, Al aska
State Legislature, said Cerald Luckhaupt, Legislative Counsel,
was asked to meke changes to tighten the |anguage and they are
incorporated in the version before the conmttee. Section 2 was
changed to read, “Wen a person is convicted under (a) of this
section, the court shall determne by a preponderance of the
evidence if, as determned by a chemcal test taken within four
hours after the offense was committed”. He added the sane phrase
on Page 2. He noted that there was witten testinony from John
McConnaughy, a prosecuting attorney.

SENATOR FRENCH said the changes are what he had in mnd;
however, there is a "clunky grammatical nonent." He offered
Conceptual Amendnent 1:

On Page 2, line 8 [and |ine 15], following “breath,”
| nsert: “having nmade that determ nation,”

CHAIR MCGQUIRE said she sees his point and doesn’'t have an
objection although the drafter may. Hearing no objection,
Conceptual Anmendnent 1 passed.

SENATOR BUNDE noved the committee substitute to HB 101, | abeled
25-1LS0262\M as anended, with individual recommendations and the
attached fiscal note. Hearing no objection, SCS CSHB 101(STA)
nmoved from comm ttee.

SCR 15- AVEND UNI FORM RULES: STANDI NG COW TTEES

CHAI R MCGAUI RE announced the consi derati on of SCR 15.

TIM LAMKIN, Staff to Senator Gary Stevens, said SCR 15 cones
fromthe Joint Legislative Education Task Force as its first and
i medi ate recomendation for this session, and it establishes a
standing commttee on education. It also calls for a recurring
review of the funding forrmula, regular updates of the district
cost factors, review of prograns and policies wthin the
Department of Education and Early Devel opnent, and review of
policies of the University of Al aska. Considering Al aska's
constitutional obligation, many feel that Al aska should have an
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educational standing conmmittee. Alaska is one of only three
states that do not have one.

9:10: 37 AM

SENATOR STEVENS said it becane clear to him when he cane to the
| egislature that it would be reasonable to have this standing
commttee. Chair Davis of the Health, Education, and Soci al
Services (HESS) Commttee is very supportive. That conmttee
wanted to keep education in the past, but the current chair is
supportive. It seens that the university has nainly responded to
the Finance Conmittee, which is valid because of fiscal issues,
but the university has gotten short shrift on its prograns.

9:12:10 AM

CARL ROSE, Executive Director, Association of Alaska School
Boards, said he served on the task force and has never seen such
a broad nunber of issues with consensus. “It is all before you
now.” Education is quite conplicated, and in the course of a
| egislative session people will have only a few mnutes to
testify. It is difficult to get congruence about many aspects of
K-12 education. Al aska spends $1 billion every year on it, and
there are a nunber of issues. The task force identified things
that could be worked on, and sonme things were nore conplicated
and needed nore tine. He said people wanted to look at the 20
percent block grant, which is the anmobunt that goes to special
vocational, and bilingual education. How that is distributed is
difficult to deal with in a commttee. He conti nued:

What it requires is sonme tine, as well as issues of,
maybe, i ntervention on t he no-chil d-I eft-behind
reconstitution of governance and schools. You | ook at
the mandated nature of legislation that nay be
regul ations that we face: the local, the state, and
the federal role in education - these things becone
very, very conplicated. It’'s our hope, and it was the
hope of the task force, that we wuld be able to
create a standing conmttee who could deal with these
issues and give it the due diligence that they
require. ... This is an effort to try to give you the
time you need to nmake better decisions, and | hope you
| ook favorably on this piece of |egislation.

9:15:18 AM

RI CHARD LUTHER, Legislative Liaison, Departnent of Education,
said the adm nistration supports SCR 15. There are nmjor issues
the task force didn't have tinme to deal with. Sone of these
unresolved issues include charter and correspondence schools,
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bl ock grants, vocational and technical prograns, required |oca
effort, and pre-K education. These are nmjor issues that require
alot of tine, and a special commttee wll allow that.

9:16: 40 AM

JOHN ALCANTRA, Director, Governnent Relations, NEA-Al aska, said
he agrees with previous comments. He said Senator Stevens spent
8 to 10 full days last summer on the task force. “It was the
first time that education had anple tinme to go through issues
and all of them were not addressed.” The Senate has a specia
conm ttee on education that has been shoehorned into a one-hour
timeframe wth nenbers that have to head off to other
commttees. Mking education a standing comrittee and el evating
the K-12 and wuniversity budgets “wll certainly help.” NEA-
Al aska menbers just had their 52nd annual del egate assenbly, and
t hey have been trying to see this happen for years.

9:18:11 AM

KIKI  ABRAHAMSON, Teacher, Honer, Fireweed Acadeny Charter
School, said her school has existed for 11 years, and it has
been doing a great job with an innovative curriculum She has
six of her students with her, and has brought them to the
hearings at the Legislative Information Ofice in Homer. They
all support SCR 15. All educators and nenbers in the conmunity
are in favor of having a separate education commttee.

CHAIR MCGQUI RE said she is glad students are involved. She asked
if the HESS commttee needs its nane changed in SCR 15.

SENATOR STEVENS said line 12 of page 1 changes the title and
duties of that commttee.

9: 20: 55 AM
SENATOR FRENCH said he is confused about the structure of SCR
15. It appears to be making two anendnents in the same section.

MR. LAMKIN said an anmendnent effectively sunsets the comittee
in 2013.

SENATOR FRENCH surmised that Section 1 would take effect
i medi ately, and Section 2 would take effect on the first
regul ar session of the 28'" |egislature. “So, it sunsets the
education conmittee.”

SENATOR STEVENS said that was the desire of the previous

commttee. He wasn't excited about that, but he now thinks it
may meke sense to relook at it.
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SENATOR BUNDE noved to adopt, as a working docunent, the
commttee substitute (CS) for SCR 15, labeled 25-LS1348\C
Hearing no objection, Version C was before the commttee.

9:23:32 AM

SENATOR GREEN said she is the only person in Al aska that opposes
this, and she only opposes it because it causes difficulties in
the Senate - not so much for the House. The Senate has
difficulty getting nenbers into standing conmittees who are not
conflicted. The special commttee can neet every day if it needs
to. “We can nore clearly outline with our special comrttee that

all legislation wll be forwarded to it and it wll be
responsi ble for all education issues.” Knowng the difficulty of
scheduling and filling all of the commttees, another standing

conmmttee wll be next to inpossible, she explained.

SENATOR FRENCH said that is a good point because everyone is
stressed by the 90-day session. He hopes that this conmttee
Wil not result in extra bill referrals. He suggested not sinply
addi ng an education commttee referral w thout dropping it from
other conmttees. There should be the same anmpbunt of conmmittee
work but just redistributed. “If we do it right we should be
creating sone tinme froma reduced workload in other commttees.”
It should conpartnentalize the work.

9:25:51 AM

CHAIR MCGQUIRE said the Senate is “a lot harder” than the House.
“You really are stretched with 20 nenbers.” She hopes that the
i ssues of health and social services attract enough people, and
that nenbers are not just interested in education. Education is
a popul ar issue. Health and social services can be tough because
there is never enough noney to go around and the issues are
difficult. The sunset provision may address that.

SENATOR FRENCH noved CSSCR 15(SED) from conmttee wth
i ndi vi dual recomendations and attached fiscal note(s). Hearing
no objections, it was so ordered.

9:27:40 AM
SB 202- PROHI BI T STATE SPENDI NG FOR REAL | D ACT
SB 215- REQUI REMENTS FOR DRI VER S LI CENSE/ | . D.

CHAI R MCGAUl RE announced the consideration of SB 215 and SB 202.
The concerns about SB 215 are centered on the Real |.D. Act,
instead of the “baseline issue itself.” The worry is that SB 215
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will set the state up for the federal Real |.D. nandate w thout
addressing privacy concerns. It is logical to bring it up wth
SB 202, which is sonething that many other states have done in
the process of enhancing driver’s licenses. Washington State has
allowed for an enhancenent on the license that requires proof of
citizenship and docunentation; however, it is very explicit in
statute that it wll not accept the Real |.D. nmandate unti
privacy concerns are addressed.

SENATOR BI LL W ELECHOWNSKI, Al aska State Legislature, said SB 202
will ban state funding for Real I.D., which was put into law in
2005 as part of an enmergency appropriation bill for the war on
lrag. It was right after Hurricane Katrina, and it was put into
a large, nust-pass bill. There was very little discussion on it,
and nmany people did not even notice it. The Real |.D. |aw, which
nost Al askans would have serious concerns about, requires the
first federal identification system Unlike the passport, this
| .D. rmust be carried and shown in order to fly or enter federa
buildings. In order to access any federal facilities, like the
| RS offices, a federal courthouse, or a national park, a person
woul d need this card.

9:31:48 AM

SENATOR W ELECHOMSKI said there are bills proposed in Congress
that will extend reasons for which the I.D. will be required

Since Alaska has a large percentage of its |and managed by the
federal government, this is obviously a concern. “There's no
reason to assunme that anything that the federal governnent
funds, whether it be hospitals ... Antrak, or busses, you would
now have to show your identification card.” Section 202 of the
Real 1.D. law requires nmachi ne-readable technology wth defined

m ni mum data elenments. The federal governnent is setting up a
system of scanning the card and creating a data trail on people.

The government will have access to everywhere soneone has been
and had their card scanned. The card will be scanned every tine
sonmeone goes to any federal |location, flies, opens a bank
account, or enters a hospital. This raises serious privacy

concerns for many people. It is the beginning of a surveillance
society with the federal government tracking people’s novenents.

9:33: 55 AM

SENATOR W ELECHOWBKI said the proposed rules included radio-
frequency (RF) I.D.s. with a radio chip in the card, but that
was not in the final rules. “There is no reason to doubt that
once this is inplenmented Congress couldn’'t go back and sinply do
a one-line anendnent in a massive budget bill in the future
saying, ‘well, guess what, now your cards have to have RF
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|.D.”.” That wll allow the federal governnment to really track
where people are going even if <cards aren’t scanned. The
gover nnment can choose to put scanners in any |ocation that wll
scan a card when soneone wal ks by.

CHAIR MCGQUIRE said she has a bill for Friday “on state |aw
governing RF 1.D. chips generally.” It isn't just the federal
governnent; a person can buy these scanners on the internet.
Chips are in credit cards and grocery store cards, “and anytine
you walk by or are in the presence of soneone that has that
scanner ... it forecasts your entire — your social security
nunber, your birth date — very sensitive information about you.”

SENATOR W ELECHOWEKI said licenses might include finger prints

retinal scans, or DNA Every time the card is scanned the
information goes into a system The Real |.D. system requires
that Al aska and every other state share data. Every DW officia

has access to every Alaskan’s data. Private organi zations may be
working with this data. Sone DWSs use private conpani es.

9:36: 51 AM
SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI said there are travel treaties with Canada
and Mexico, and the federal governnent is still in the process

of developing rules in that regard, “but there is no reason to
expect that when you go into Canada or when you go into Mexico

and you swipe your |.D., foreign nationals in those countries
will have access to every Anerican’s private data.” The cost is
unknown, but DW estimated it wll cost Al aska about $10
mllion. Real |.D. requirenents include keeping paper and
electronic copies for many years. That wll entail a cost.
States nust ensure the physical security of |locations where
driver’s licenses and |.D. cards are produced. “No one really
knows what that neans, but when we enter federal buildings now,
we see arned guards and federal police.” That will cost the
state. The Real |.D. law requires extensive changes to hiring

and retention practices for DW. In Alaska there are people that
have no easy access to DW. Bush residents nay want to fly
somewhere after they have just turned 16. A person can't get on
the plane wthout the card. Physical presence at the DW is
required to get the Real |.D, including for license renewal.

9:39: 32 AM
SENATOR W ELECHOWBKI said there are concerns that this is the
first step toward a national gun registry. Gun Owmers of Anerica

opposes Real |.D. “Here’s how it can happen: Wen you go to Fred
Meyer or wherever to purchase your gun, you have to fill out a
form — 4473 — you have show your |.D. You show your federally
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mandated national identification card and it’s now sw ped, and
guess what, the federal governnent and the state now knows that
you’ ve just purchased a gun.” It is the sane for amunition. The
Department of Honeland Security (DHS) can decide any other use
for the I.D. He asked if it is a stretch of the inmagination that
an upcom ng DHS secretary wll say, “W need to now sw pe your
|.D.s for guns.” This does nothing to secure the borders.
Illegal inmm grants cannot get a driver’s license in Al aska.

SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI said many presidential candidates have
opposed Real |.D. as do the American Bar Association, Anerican
Civil Liberties Union, Catholic Social Services of Al aska, John
Birch Society, National Center on Donestic and Sexual Violence,
Nati onal Taxpayers Union, GCtizens against Governnent Waste,
Privacy Rights Cearing House, and People for the American \Wy.
There are 18 states that have passed simlar legislation, and 18
nore are reviewmng it. There are many religious groups that

oppose Real |I.D. He said to stand up for Al aska's sovereignty.
9:42:33 AM

SENATOR BUNDE said federal |egislation needs to be addressed at
the federal level. If Al aska opposes this federal mandate, wll

Al askans not be able to get on an airplane or do other things?

SENATOR W ELECHOWBKI said yes. “W represent the people of
Al aska, and this is an encroachment on the privacy rights ... of
the people.” He said the legislature should not stand for the
government taking away those rights.

SENATOR BUNDE said he doesn’t think unknown persons “should get
on our airplanes either.” It is a right of passage for a young
person to get a phony I.D. on the streets Los Angeles. “What are
we going to do about the other problem that we have: people who
can have assuned identities ..with ill intent for our country?”

9:44:13 AM

SENATOR W ELECHOWNSKI said this does absolutely nothing to make
our country safer. If the federal governnent is concerned about
illegal immgrants, it needs to secure our borders. This is the
federal governnent conmandeering the DW and not paying for it.
|f the governnment is creating big brother, they need to pay for
it, and that is all SB 202 does.

SENATOR BUNDE said there is sone hyperbole in the response.

CHAIR MCGQU RE said her philosophy is closely aligned wth
Senator Welechowski's. She said the testinony on SB 215
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addressed the issue of the Real |1.D. The sponsor said SB 215 was
not about Real [|.D., but about nmaking Alaska s drivers |icenses
nore secure. Many states are looking at this, and it is “the
opposite of what we did with the Patriot Act, which sailed
t hrough. There are tremendous concerns about it now States are
| ooking at this and saying, ‘what a revelation in terns of
nmonitoring people’s internet use at our libraries, but we didn't
say anything. We didn't do it. And so this is one way of saying

sonetinmes the states can ... we don't have the power if they
mandate it, but sonetines states can send nessages that there
are concerns.” She hopes the federal governnment takes into
account the serious privacy concerns. It is the kind of bill

that needs to go to the appropriate peopl e.

9:46: 38 AM

SENATOR FRENCH said the conmttee is in agreenent. |If the
federal governnment wants a federal |.D. card, it needs to set up
the program and not force it on the states. “Put the

responsibility where it lies.” SB 215 is only part of a Rea
|.D. It can be argued either way. “Wat does the Conm ssioner of
Public Safety do should [SB 215] becone law with that fisca
note?” It creates difficulty in inplenmenting a policy choice,
whi ch Senator French agrees with. “W should not be bearing this
cost.” But at some point, the comm ssioner will have to nmake a
call about whether it conplies with the Real I.D. Act or not.

9:48: 15 AM

CHAIR MCQU RE said perhaps it nakes the dial ogue nore overt. |If
Real 1.D. comes to fruition, the comm ssioner would cone before
the |l egislature and discuss the nerits of inplenentation.

SENATOR STEVENS noted that this is the direction of other
states, al nost unaninously. He |ikes not using state noney.

MATTHEW KERR, Anchorage, said he supports SB 202, but the issues
of legal presence and Real |.D. are separate and only sonmewhat
related. The primary purpose of a driver’s license is to protect
public safety rather than for identification. He did not use his
driver’s license to fly last year, and it wasn't too difficult.
He could fly from Juneau to Anchorage without any |1.D. at all.
The Real |.D. has been rejected by nmany states. “If we all go
along with this, it wll be a self-fulfilling prophecy, so |
support the state’s efforts to oppose it.”

9:51: 24 AM
JAMES HARRI SON, Attorney, Sacramento CA, said he is an Al aska
attorney and has been involved in Real |1.D. for quite sone tine.
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Real |.D. requires all drivers to be conpliant by 2014. It is a
five-year process of renewal, so to be Real |.D. conpliant by
2014, the state will need to start issuing them next year. The
i nfrastructure, background checks, and everything else required
by Real 1.D. will need to be done now. The nobney needs to be
spent now, not in the future. The state has taken an extension
of time for conpliance, but the state can’t sit back and do
nothing. DW argued that it was going to do sone of the Rea
|.D. things anyway, but how will Alaska differentiate if there
are no funds for Real 1.D.? He referred to the Real |1.D. rules
and the Appendi x A checklist. It is part of the federal register
and there are 18 points to conply with. He told the conmttee to
have DW go over the list for them Real |.D. is not about
illegal immgrants. It is about everyone who will have to prove
citizenship. This is a prior restraint on people's rights, and
it has a danger of m ssion creep. It is anti-Anerican.

9:54:43 AM
CHAIR MCGQUI RE said copies are being nade of Washington State’'s
resolution and one by Senator Ted Stevens in Congress.

KEVI N BROOKS, Deputy Conm ssioner, Departnent of Adm nistration,
said this week the state filed for an extension for the Rea
|.D. rules and received prelimnary approval through Decenber
2009. The rules are 200 pages. He has spoken with the bill’s
sponsor regarding its inpacts. The adnmnistration is very
concerned about the privacy and data security issues that have
been raised. The state is working on it. Currently the state is
conplying with many aspects of the Real [|.D., Ilike digital
photos on driver’'s licenses, which is just a good business
practice. It is inportant not to restrict the departnment on
things that nmake sense. “W train our enployees to detect
fraudul ent documents and things of that nature.” The bil
shouldn’t be at the expense of good business practices that are
in place and are good for Al askans. He spoke against restricting
Al askans’ free novenent, and he spoke for taking a firm stand on
i ndi vidual and state rights.

9:58:10 AM
CHAI R MCGUI RE asked about suggestions to the | anguage.

MR. BROCKS said the neeting just occurred yesterday, and Senator
W el echowski was told what Al aska already does that happens to
conply with the Real |1.D. rules. There is a $13 nmillion budget
for the DW, and that would not allow inplenentation of Real
|.D. If there was any novenment toward conpliance that is not
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al ready happening, the departnment will need to conme back to the
| egi sl ature for noney. That will spur the debate further.

CHAIR MCGQUIRE said it is clear that [the bill] refers just to
those funds that would aid in inplenmenting the Real 1.D. Act of
2005. It is fairly specific, she said. “I don't think ...it would
excl ude good business practices that are being inplenented. For
exanpl e, under Dwayne Bannock’s lead, we did go to the digital
| icenses.” She doesn’t see how that woul d be covered.

MR. BROOKS said he doesn’t know, but the digital photo is on the
checklist, and the state doesn’'t want to be put in the position
of elimnating that. Digital photography is better than a
Pol aroid under a lamnate. “W just don't want anything that we
are doing to be prohibited ...under passage of legislation.” He
bel i eves | anguage can be found to address that concern.

SENATOR STEVENS asked what needs to be done after the extension.

MR. BROCKS said the state requested an extension, which does not
inply that the state intends to conply with the act. After an
exhaustive review of the rules of the act, the departnment wl
come back to the legislature on what it will nean for the state
to conply. The state has rules that people are worked up about,
but the DW nust execute good business practices. The Decenber
2009 date is loomng. “W can nore actively engage that
di scussion the next time you' re down here neeting, and we’'ll be
spending the interimworking the issue.”

10: 02: 12 AM

CHAIR MCGUI RE said she would like to have the bill “as its own
full day in State Affairs to listen to what the departnent is
doi ng.” She wants exanples from ot her states.

Bl LL SCANNELL, Spokesperson, ldentity Project, Anchorage, said
he has been working on opposing Real |[|.D. nationally. He
supports SB 202. He said M. Brooks is “essentially saying that
we should all be good Germans and follow the law.” The state
| etter requesting an extension says nothing about whether Al aska
will or will not conmply. “In fact it reads to ne |like we have
every intention of conplying.” Alaskans wll be a little
i nconveni enced in order to take a stand. He has heard peopl e say
that freedomis not free, and if Alaskans can't put up with a

l[ittle inconvenience .. “W can still fly — we may have to go
t hrough secondary screening.” He can't imagine Mchael Chertoff
[secretary of DHS] keeping people out of courthouses. If we

can't put up with a little inconvenience to stand up for our
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rights and freedons, then we’'re nothing but good Germans, and

can’t <call ourselves Anmericans. The Real |[|.D. Act is an
abom nation. “l deeply oppose it and strongly, strongly suggest
that you pass Senator Welechowski’s Real |.D. bill.”

10: 05: 19 AM

PATRI CK DALTON, Delta Junction, said, “I hope we still have
freedom of speech.” The real |.D. started in the United Nations,

and he quoted a 2005 CNET article: "The Bush admnistration
chose to go ahead with inbedding 64 kilobyte chips in future
passports, acting a desire to abide by globally interoperable

st andar ds devi sed by t he | nt er nat i onal G vil Avi ati on
organi zation.” He said the Bush Admi nistration inplenmented the
Real 1.D. Act wth no Senate debate. The public still doesn’'t
know about it, he explained. It will be costly for the states.

Al askans need to be free to travel wthout wunreasonable
encunbrances, and that’'s what it all gets down to. If everyone
is checked for I.D.s, we are no longer free citizens. It would
be better to tighten up the border and things like that. Current
driver’s licenses work fine, so if it is not broken, don't fix
it. This is a global identification systemthat will be nmachi ne-
readabl e throughout Europe. The United States is a sovereign
country, and we need to renmain that way. U S. Representative Jim
Guest of Mssouri clains that the Real 1.D. Act gives a false
sense of security because of not knowing the authenticity of the
docunments presented to get the I.D. A fancy |I.D. won't be any
better than the docunents that are used to get it.

TI MOTHY PETERS, Paral egal, Anchorage, said he opposes the Real

|.D. Act. It is a violation of basic civil liberties and is
unconstitutional. States can't be told what to do with regard to
identification cards. |t also violates Al aska s constitutional

right to privacy. He supports SB 202.

10: 09: 28 AM

| RVIN BAXTER, Bible Prophet, Garland, Texas, said the bible says
there will cone a tinme when everyone will need a nunber in order
to buy or sell anything. “The powers that be” wll control
peopl e by economc restrictions. The immgration bill that was

defeated had |anguage referring to social security cards and
enploynment eligibility. Many people are pushing for an I.D. to

show they can be enployed in Anmerica. The databases w il be
linked nationally. Homeland Security denies the intent of a
nati onal database, but the bill speaks to the creation of a
unified database maintained by the DHS and conprised of
information from the Social Security Adm nistration. “So they
fully intend to have a national database, which they wll have
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through the Real |.D. Act, and you'll have to be in that
dat abase or you won’'t be able to hold a job.” Wthout a job, a
person can’t make noney or buy things. “This is getting way to
close to home, as we are in this time of setting up of globa

government.” He concurs with the previous speaker. This is a
national |.D. that hasn't been needed for 230 years. The
perpetrators of 911 all could have qualified for this nationa

card. It would have stopped none of them but it ends freedomin
Anmerica. “It’s the worst thing we could possibly do.” He has a
radi o tal k show about biblical prophecies.

10: 12: 24 AM
CHAI R MCGUI RE said SB 202 will be brought up again on Tuesday.

JEFFERY M TTMEN, Inconming Executive Director, Anmerican Gvil

Li berty Union (ACLU of Al aska, noted that Wshington State has
opted out of the real |I.D. until issues of privacy can be dealt
with. Five states have “absolutely opted out of real |I.D.” Rea

|.D. has already failed to protect citizens because states are
refusing to participate. The final regulations issued by the DHS
in 2008 were not done in the normal rmanner. WMany organi zations
that have a stake in the issue had their comments essentially

ignored. The reqgulations fail to truly inplement an actual
program that is workable and will provide real security. The DHS
estimated that the program will cost $9.9 billion, but only $90
mllion has been allocated. Businesses and nongovernnent al
entities will be able to access the |.D. information. The DHS

has refused to require that this infornmation be encrypted, “so
it’s essentially creating a large target of opportunity for
identity thieves.” It will nmake the state nore vulnerable and
not nore secure. Even if Alaska has full and robust security
protections, any state that fails to provide those protections
put Al askans at risk. There are a w de range of organizations
that are against [the Real 1.D.]. He said there will be greater
incentives to obtain fraudulent |1.D.s. Native Al askans fear the
| oss of sovereignty. He said to | ook at www real ni ght mare. org.

CHAI R MCCGUI RE set SB 202 asi de.

10: 16: 41 AM

CHAIR MCGQUI RE asked if the commttee had further questions on SB
215.

SENATOR GREEN nmoved SB 215 from conmmittee wth individua

recommendations and attached fiscal note(s). There being no
objection, the notion carried. [SB 202 was held over.]
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There being no further business to cone before the commttee,
Chair McCGuire adjourned the neeting at 10:17:26 AM

SENATE STA COW TTEE -17- February 14, 2008



