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W TNESS REG STER

REPRESENTATI VE PAUL SEATON

Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Sponsor of HB 137.

KATI E SHOWS

Staff to Representative Seaton

Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Commented on HB 137 for the sponsor.
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KRI STI N WRI GHT, Super vi sor

Fi nance and Li censing

Al aska Departnment of Fish and Gane (ADF&G

Juneau AK

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Answer ed questions on HB 137.

DREW SPARLI N, representing hinself

Kenai AK

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Supported HB 137 and supported the
reappoi ntnents of M. Mrris and M. Jensen to the Al aska Board
of Fisheri es.

MCHUGH Pl ERRE, Legi sl ative Liaison

Department of Mlitary & Veterans Affairs (DWA)

Juneau AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Strongly supported HB 137 especially because
of section 3.

W LLI AM S. BROMN
Anchor age AK
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Nomi nee to the Board of Fi sheries.

BRUCE KNOWALES, representing hinself

Susitna AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Endorsed M. Brown's appointnent to the
Board of Fisheri es.

LI NDA KQZAK, representing herself

Kodi ak AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Endorsed the appointnments of M. Brown, M.
Jensen and M. Mrris to the Board of Fisheries.

TOM LOGAN, representing hinself

Bi g Lake AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Endorsed M. Brown, but objected to M.
Jensen and M. Mrris for the Board of Fisheries.

RI CKY GEASE, Executive Director

Kenai Sport Fishing Association

Kenai AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported the appointnents of M. Brown, M.
Morris and M. Jensen.

TOM KORMETI' S, representing hinself

Kodi ak AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported all three appointees to the Board
of Fisheries and M. Morris, in particular.
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STEVEN RUNYAN, Vice Chairman

Susitna Vall ey Advisory Committee

Susi tna AK

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Brown’ s appointnent, but not
M. Jensen and M. Morris.

AL BURCH, Executive Director

Al aska Draggers Associ ation

Kodi ak AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Mrris, M. Jensen and M.
Brown’ s appointnents to the Board of Fisheries.

ANDY COUCH, representing hinself

Mat su AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Brown, but not M. Mrris or
M. Jensen for the Board of Fisheries.

JULI E BONNEY, representing herself

Kodi ak AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported the reappointnents of M. Mrris
and M. Jensen and the appointnent of M. Brown to the Board of
Fi sheri es.

ROD ARNO, Executive Director

Al aska Qut door Counci l

Anchor age AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Brown’s appointnent to the
Board of Fisheries.

JULI ANNE CURRY, representing herself

Pet er sburg AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported the reappoi ntnment of M. Jensen to
t he Board of Fisheries.

ROBERT HAI ANO, representing hinself

Bristol Bay AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported the appointnments of M. Jensen,
M. Mrris and M. Brown to the Board of Fisheries.

CLEM TI LLI ON

Al eutian |slands Corporation

Hal i but Cove AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported the appointments of M. Jensen,
M. Mrris and M. Brown to the Board of Fisheries.

REUBEN HANKE, representing hinself
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Sol dot na, AK
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported the appointnments of M. Jensen,
M. Mrris and M. Brown to the Board of Fisheries.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

CHAIR CHARLIE HUGGA NS called the Senate Resources Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 3:39:43 PM Present at the call to
order were Senators Geen, Stevens, Wagoner, Welechowski and
Huggi ns.

CSHB 137( FI N) am FI SHI NG HUNTI NG TRAPPI NG LI CENSES

3:40: 41 PM
CHAIR HUGA NS announced CSHB 137(FINNam to be up for
consi derati on.

REPRESENTATI VE PAUL SEATON, sponsor of HB 137, explained that
this neasure |ooks at the <current Permanent Ildentification
Program (PID) that is a free benefit for Al askans who are
seniors over 60 vyears old. Seniors who apply are given a
tenporary |I.D. until they get a permanent one in the mail. It is
good as a hunting, fishing and trapping license for the rest of
one’s life.

He explained that the problemwith the programis the potentia
for fraud because the initial application doesn’'t require people
to prove they are an Al askan resident. They don't even have to

show a drivers’ license and, in fact, if you have drivers’
license from another state, that’s fine — as long as you say you
are an Alaskan resident. Troopers have reported having

difficulty with this lack of verification.

In 2006, 297,895 seniors had these free PID |licenses for life.
No one knows how current the cards are. Sone people have
actually quit selling fishing |icenses because so many people
using these cards for personal use fishing were obviously from
out-of-state. You have to be a resident to have personal use
privileges, but it’'s alnost inpossible for state troopers in the
field to verify.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON said HB 137 nodifies the pernmanent
identification to a three-year license. The whole intent is to
give these free licenses to seniors, but to have them on a
three-year cycle so that if people nove out of state and no
longer nmaintain their PFD eligibility, then they wouldn't be
able to get the free |icense.
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The intent of the departnent is to just check PIDs against the
PFD |ist and send people new cards as long as they were PFD
eligible on a three-year cycle. Since sone people disagree with
the PFD program HB 137 also has a provision allowng a senior
to denonstrate he has been in Alaska for 180 days out of the
previous year to maintain the sanme eligibility. He said HB 137
also expands this three-year free license to active duty
National Guard that perform energency services for Al aska as
wel | as overseas in support of our country.

3:45:37 PM

ADF&G estimates the state is losing $137,000 per year from non
residents continuing to participate in hunting and fishing.
About 300,000 cards are out there now and Al aska doesn’t have
300, 000 seni ors.

SENATOR STEVENS said he supported this neasure and qui pped about
how many nenbers of the Senate are over 60 and already have
their permanent |icenses.

3:47: 04 PM

SENATOR WAGONER said it was a good idea, but if the departnent
knows there is that much fraud, why aren't they doing sonething
about it and prosecuting them He is enbarrassed that it hasn't
been addressed by the authorities already.

SENATOR GREEN asked what the current penalty for fraud like this
is.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON answered the he didn't know exactly,
because the requirenent for residency is “very squishy” because
you can have an out-of-state drivers’ license and still be an
in-state resident. It's very difficult for troopers in the field
to determ ne residency.

SENATOR WAGONER asked how a person can have an out-of-state

drivers’ license and be eligible for a resident hunting and
fishing license. Doesn’t the law say you mnust get an Al askan
drivers’ license as soon as you establish a residence here?

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON replied that’s true, but if you travel
outside for any length of time even though you don’t change your
residency, you are often required to get a new drivers’ |icense
in sone states. Nothing in Alaska statute ties a drivers’
Iicense to residency verification.
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He has been told by the troopers and the departnment that it is
extrenely difficult to identify residency; that's why they
turned to PFD |ist. ADF&G has access to the PFD Iist which makes
it an easy call. He said the penalty for fraud is five years and
$5, 000.

SENATOR GREEN asked if the bill says giving wong information on
an application is fraud or vow ng you are an Al aska resident to
get a free PID.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON answered that any tinme you tell a lie on
government paperwork there is a general fraud penalty; the PID
doesn’t have a separate penalty. Mstly what’s happening is that
sonmeone was an Al askan resident when they applied, but then they
left the state. They have the pernmanent card even though fine
print on the back of it says:

This card rmust be in your possession while engaging in
authorized activities as described in the front. The
card is not valid if residency requirenents as per AS
16.05.940 and AS 16.05.415 and veteran requirenents,
if applicable, per AS 16.05.341 are not maintai ned.

CHAI R HUGGE NS asked what those provisions nean

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON replied that a letter fromthe Division of
Adm nistrative Services in their packets explains that resident
i S:

A person who for 12 consecutive nonths immediately
preceding the time when the assertion of residency is
made has maintain permanent domicile in the state and
who is neither claimng residency in another state,
territory or country or obtaining benefits under claim
of residency in another state.

He reiterated that the departnment has brought this issue forward
as a problemand that’s why the bill is here.

3:55: 02 PM
CHAIR HUGA NS said he wanted to see statistics on violations.

KATIE SHOAS, staff to Representative Seaton, said there aren't
any statistics because it's difficult to enforce and so it
hasn't been a priority. She had a series of eight anecdotal
comments fromWIdlife Troopers about this type of abuse.
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CHAIR HUGGA NS said he’s looking for a sinple solution and asked
if they couldn't just require having a current Al aska drivers’
i cense.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON answered that nothing in statute says an
Al askan resident over 60 years old has to have a drivers’
license and nany Natives in the field don’t have them Both the
departnment and enforcenment have said the current system does not
wor k and have suggested using PFD dat a.

3:58:10 PM
CHAI R HUGA NS sai d he thought about expanding the three years to
five years.

SENATOR WAGONER said he didn't know that there was as nuch abuse
as the departnent says because he regularly drives through the
parking lot for the Kenai dip net fishery |ooking for out-of-
state licenses and he hasn't seen one.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON responded that they don't have any idea
how much abuse goes on, but they do know 300,000 of these cards
have been issued. One of the nore problematic features has been
not only the personal use fishery, but the permt hunts because
a nunber of them require Al askan residency. This |oophole has
been identified as a problem

CHAI R HUGGE NS asked for exanpl es.
REPRESENTATI VE SEATON answered |i ke goat hunting.

CHAIR HUGG NS said age starts elimnating the ol der participants
and nost people over 60 don’t hunt for goats.

4.:01: 37 PM

SENATOR GREEN asked if they aren’t enforcing what they currently
have, why change anything if it's not going to make any
di fference. She didn't know why people over 60 get a free PID in
the first place and she was struck by a comment in the sponsor
statenment that said HB 137 establishes stricter |icensing
requi renents — and she asked where those were | ocated.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON directed her to section 4 on page 3 where

| anguage says PFD eligibility is maintained by being in the
state for 180 days a year.
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SENATOR GREEN asked when the proof of receiving a PFD kicks in —
at soneone’'s office who has access to the PFD records or to a
trooper in the field.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON replied before the new card is issued, it
w Il be checked at the ADF&G |icensing counter.

4:04: 35 PM
CHAI R HUGA NS asked how this woul d worKk.

KRI STIN WRI GAT, Supervisor, Finance and Licensing, Al aska
Department of Fish and Gane (ADF&GS), replied HB 137 says every
three years she would have an automatic system that would cross-
reference PIDs with the PFD disbursenent file. People who
received a PFD would automatically get a new card at that
address. If not, she would send a letter stating that they did
not receive a PFD and asking for other proof of residency |like a
utility bill. She wouldn’t send anything if she didn't get a
response.

4:06: 37 PM
SENATOR GREEN asked where it says “automatically.”

M5. WRI GHT answered that Representative Seaton wanted that done.
The Departnent of Mtor Vehicles sends out notices for expired
licenses and she didn't think that many people would renenber
it’s tine to get a new PID card

SENATOR GREEN said its one thing to send them a renewal notice,
but she wouldn’t be automatically sending thema new PID card.

M5. WRI GHT answered if they were on the PFD disbursal list, she
woul dn't make seniors fill out another form because she would
al ready know they are an Al askan resident and send them a card.

SENATOR WAGONER said it would cost the state $126,000 in posta

charges alone to send out notices to the current 300,000 PID
card holders. Wiy should the state spend that additional noney
if people are going to get a free fishing, hunting and trapping
license for five years. They should be able to check every year
to keep it «current. Secondly, he asked, if the departnent
already has a list of 300,000 PID cards, why aren't they cross
checking them with the PFD list and sending out tickets to the
violators in the mail and a date to appear in court.

M5. WRIGHT answered they don't actually know that these people
are actively fishing or hunting. She couldn’'t send them a ticket
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because they haven’t been caught. It isn't until a trooper neets
themin the field that they whip out their PID card.

SENATOR WAGONER said he thought it would be pretty easy to
conpare the two lists and, if nothing else, cone up with a watch
list of who is not eligible and distribute that to the people in
the field and the ones selling licenses. He thinks the state is
way too easy on people who fill up their freezers and go back
home with Al aska’s resource.

CHAIR HUGE NS asked her to explain the timng of checking with
the PFD and t he expiration.

4:12: 30 PM

M5. WRI GHT answered that a license is valid for a cal endar year,
January through Decenber. A new license in 2008 would be valid
t hrough 2010. Some tine in Novenber or Decenber 2010 she would
ook at the 2009 PFD eligibility disbursement and she would
either send a new card, a renewal remnder or wait until the
person contacts her. She would know the nane is valid for that
time period.

CHAI R HUGGE NS asked why not fix this in regulation

M5. WRIGHT replied they probably could, but would have to ask
| egal counsel

CHAI R HUGGE NS asked what is out of sync with the cal endar year

M5. WRIGHT answered that trapping license are valid through
January 31 of the follow ng year

CHAI R HUGA NS expl ained the reason for that is because trappers
were out in the Bush. He still had a hard tinme believing this
is a big problem Is it a big problemher m nd?

M5. WRIGHT replied the Departnment of Public Safety (DPS) has
heard a lot of concerns fromits troopers in the field because
it is very hard to tell if the people they see are really
residents or not. You have to actually go out and prove by
| ooking at their records where they are now living. In 2006
there were only tw violations — one in Hyder and one in
Ni nil chi k. She wasn’t aware of any in 2007.

SENATOR WAGONER said the PFD list doesn't do the departnment a

bit of good in determ ning residency because soneone can be gone
from the state 300 days a year and as long as they maintain a
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residence and maintain their voting registration they are
legally a resident of the state of Al aska.

M5. WRI GHT said not and get the PFD.

SENATOR WAGONER said just because a person doesn’t get a PFD
doesn’t nean they aren’t a resident.

M5. WRIGHT replied she worked with the DPS and DOL about two
years ago on the residency issue for fish and ganme purposes.
Each program has its own residency requirenents. One of the
guestions she came up with was how |ong could you be gone from
the state. So the lawers found that courts also |ook at the
nunmber of nonths spent at a domcile located in another state
versus the nunber of nonths spent in Alaska. For exanple, if you
spend nine nonths in another state and three nonths in Al aska,
your residency in Alaska could be questioned and would be taken
into consideration along wth other factors. There isn't
necessarily a hard and fast rule.

4:19: 32 PM

SENATOR WAGONER said they should put it either into regulation
or statute because wthout that, people have a legitimte
argunent that they are | egal residents.

M5. WRIGHT agreed he was correct that putting it in statute
woul d make it clear, but then you would have a big debate on how
| ong you coul d be gone.

SENATOR GREEN directed them to the Departnent of Admnistration
menmo on definitions. Since it’s in the Admnistrative Code, she
didn’t think it necessarily had to be in statute.

M5. WRIGHT said the code doesn't put the time limt in; only
that it will be considered.

SENATOR GREEN asked her to make sure the current identity theft
legislation didn’t inmpact the ability of her departnent to share
information with other departnents.

CHAIR HUGA NS directed Ms. Wight to get together with his staff
and work through these issues. He opened the public coment
peri od.

4:21:58 PM

DREW SPARLI N, Kenai resident for 40 years, said he is an active
fisherman and hunter. He has been a grateful user of a PID card
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for last 10 years and he supported the concept behind HB 137 in
light of its many benefits.

4:23:33 PM

MCHUGH PIERRE, Legislative Liaison, Mlitary and Veterans
Affairs, strongly supported HB 137 especially because of section
3. They believe this is an opportunity to encourage efforts at
recruiting, but also to recognize the nmen and wonen in the
Al aska Arny and Air National Guard for their efforts protecting
our state and nation.

CHAIR HUGGA NS said this is intended as a recruiting tool and he
t hought they should make sure they are not excluding people who
mght be in a different unit. He asked if other states have a
benefit like this.

4. 25:56 PM

MR. Pl ERRE answered not in Al aska, but other states have simlar
benefits where one presents a mlitary |1.D. as proof of being an
active nenber in good standing. Reservists wuld have a
certified docunent signed by your unit comrander.

CHAI R HUGE NS said sonetinmes people are a nmenber of a unit, but
they live in a different state and that is particularly true of
the Air National CGuard. He asked if Alaska has any of those
i nstances because that would conplicate the |anguage in the bil
alittle bit.

MR. PIERRE answered he didn't know of any Alaska Air National
GQuard nmenbers who are residents in another state, but he has
heard anecdotal stories about nenbers of the Ar National GQuard
who live in Alaska that are nenbers of the Wshington or the
California Air National QGuard.

CHAIR HUGGA NS said he was trying to ascertain whether this
| anguage works for Alaska in the sense that they have to be a
resident and an active nmenber or is it just an active nenber.

MR. PIERRE replied they have to be a resident and an active
nmenber; that can be established with the PFD qualifications as
well as their UTA good standing certificate. They are talking
about 4,300 nenbers for the Guard; for the reserve conponents
they are tal king about another 750 people at the absol ute nost.

CHAIR HUGA NS held HB 137 in committee.

At ease from4:29:14 PMto 4: 36:20 PM
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Confirmation hearings — Board of Fisheries

4:36: 24 PM
CHAIR HUGA NS call ed the neeting back to order and announced the
commttee next would hear from the appointees to the Board of
Fi sheri es.

WLLIAM S. BROAW, Juneau, reviewed his resune. He said he is 57
years old, is currently single and has no children. He has lived
in Al aska since 1991 and grew up all over as a “Navy brat.” He
attended college in Texas and Colorado and received a PhD in
Economics in 1977. He taught economics at the university |eve
for 23 years, the last nine of which were at the University of
Al aska Sout heast. One of his nmain teaching fields was resources
and environnental economcs. He left the University in 2000 and
now runs a fishing reel repair shop in Juneau. He has been an
avid sports fisherman since he caught his first fish at the age
of four; it may be the main passion of his |life. He has caught
different kinds of fish all over the world.

He has three main things to offer as a nenber of the Board of
Fi sheries. He has an econonics background and knows that people,
culture and history are every bit as inportant as econom cs when
making fish board decisions. Second he brings a passion to
protect the resource to assure that future generations have as
many fish to catch, consume and sell as today. He understands
the concept of sustainable harvest and supports it wthout
reservation. Finally, he has no agenda; he doesn't nake his
living by fishing. But while he is an avid sport fisherman, he
also buys it in the winter and recognizes the inportance of
commercial fishing to the state and subsistence fishing to so
many Al askan residents.

CHAIR HUGG NS asked if he had been to any Board of Fish
nmeeti ngs.

MR. BROWN answer ed no.

CHAIR HUGA NS asked if he had any concerns about fishing that he
has thought about and how big was the biggest N le perch he
caught.

4:38: 53 PM

MR. BROM replied his biggest Nle perch was 75 pounds; the
| ongest Mongolian Ti man he caught was 58 i nches | ong.
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CHAI R HUGA NS asked how his name energed out of all the Al askans
who are sportsnen.

MR BROWN replied if he was appointed he would replace Larry
Edfeldt, a friend who has been on the board for a while. He had
been working on him for some nonths to put his nane in the hat.
He likes the culture where the outdoors is so inportant and he
doesn't want it to be abused or used up. He said he is |ooking
forward to dealing with things that matter.

CHAI R HUGGE NS asked what he brings to the table.

MR. BROMWN answered the main thing he brings is the fact that he
could ook at all the user groups as equally inportant. Wile he
is a sports fisherman, he knows nany commercial fishernen and
many of his friends are subsistence users; he buys fish in the
winter. He said nost of the decisions the board nakes are
al l ocation decisions and economcs can lend a lot of insight
into them

CHAIR HUGGA NS noted that people are talking about having a
menber |ike himthat get away from user groups and | ook just at
the value of the commodity and see the inportance of fish
survival overall

SENATOR STEVENS said he thought M. Brown would be of value to
the board and asked who would have his ear as he put together
fish and ganme policies.

MR. BROMW answered he would try his best to listen to everyone,
but listen to the biological information from the departnent as
well. At the neetings he would pay the nost attention to changes
of allocation and ask why they are happening. It would depend on
the particul ar proposal.

4:44. 57 PM

BRUCE KNOWLES, representing hinmself, said he is chairman of the
Susitna River Fish and Gane Advisory Conmittee and that M.
Brown has a lot of qualifications they look for in a board
nmenber. It seens he has the inpartiality the board needs and he
woul d be able to bring out the real value of a salnon in Al aska.

4: 46: 54 PM

LI NDA KOQZAK, representing herself, Kodiak, endorsed all three -
M. Brown, M. Jensen and Mrris. She has seen them actively
work with the departnment and industry to make the best decisions
regardl ess of politics.
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SENATOR WAGONER asked if her proposals were considered sport,
commerci al or personal use.

M5. KOZAK replied that she had two proposals for the King crab
commercial fishery.

4:49: 23 PM

TOM LOGAN, representing hinself from Big Lake, endorsed M.
Brown. He objected to M. Jensen and M. Mrris because they
support conplete destruction of the northern fish stocks in the
Val | ey.

4:50: 43 PM

Rl CKY GEASE, Executive Di rector, Kenai Spor t Fi shi ng
Associ ation, supported the appointnments of M. Brown because he
has lived in Alaska for many years and has a good economc
background that could help out in all fisheries across the
state. He al so supported M. Mrris and M. Jensen.

CHAI R HUGE NS announced that Clem Tillion, fornmer Al aska State
Senator, joined the neeting.

4:53: 33 PM

REUBEN HANKE, representing hinself from Sol dotna, supported all
three appointnments to the Board of Fisheries. He said M.
Brown’ s econom ¢ background would bring a new dinension to the
board for all wusers. He supported reappointing M. Mrris and
M. Jensen for their third consecutive terns because they wll
help the board retain an incredible anmount of fisheries
knowl edge — even though he didn't agree with sonme of the board s
deci sions. He said serving on this board is not an easy task and
he thanked themfor their service on it.

4:54: 53 PM

TOM KORMETIS, representing hinself from Kodi ak, supported all
three appointees and M. Mrris, in particular. He said he noved
to Fairbanks in 1959 and is an avid sports fisherman and hunter.
This is where he net M. Mrris who he found to be fair and
bal anced.

4:57: 00 PM

STEVEN RUNYAN, Vice Chairman, Susitna Valley Advisory Commttee,
supported M. Brown’s appointnment saying “Fish are a state asset
and the Board of Fish is charged with the distribution of this
asset.” However, he opposed the appointnents of M. Jensen and
M. Mrris. Their decisions have been outside the purview of
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both the sustainable sal non managenent policy and the northern
district salnon nanagenent plan when it cones to managing the
northern district fishery. He explained that at the |ast board
neeting, they listed the Yetna and Susitna River sockeye sal non
stocks as a yield concern and as directed by the sustainable
sal nron nmanagenent policy they produced an action plan for the
ADF&G s use. However, the plan is supposed to include fishery
managenent actions needed to achieve rebuilding goals and
objectives in proportion to each fishery’'s use of and hazards
posed to a salnon stock. Despite the fact that the Centra
District’s drift and set gill net fleets are the biggest
harvesters of the sockeye in those drainages, these fisheries
were not included in this action plan.

He said under proposal 142 that asks to increase the northern
district set fishing period on Chinook sal non, the ADF&G gave a
conflicted report on the stock status of northern district
Chi nook. The Palner area biologist stated that many of his
monitoring systens were under-escaping for Kings and of the
rest, only two were at a level that could sustain additional
fishing. Soldotna area biologists testified that their counting
met hods were not very consistent and thought the report was
bl eaker than warranted. At that point, as chair of the board

M. Mrris should have questioned the departnment further on this
conflict. They ended up increasing the northern district’'s set
net fishery for the same sal non stock by 66 percent for 2008 and
by 33 percent for 2009/10. This is despite a flood in 2006 that
according to biological reports conpletely w ped out the return.

He concluded that M. Mrris and M. Jensen have had six years
to gather an wunderstanding of sustainable salnon managenent
policy and their rights and duties as nenbers of the board, but
t hey have failed to show an understandi ng of either.

SENATOR WAGONER asked what figures he has on the early season
commercial Chinook salnon that are destined for the northern
district and the creel take once they reach the streans.

MR. RUNYAN replied his information on northern district Chinook
sal mron harvest is RC 83, entitled “Deliberation Materials for
Commttees A, B and C' which was distributed at the February ‘08
Board of Fish neeting.

5:04:10 PM

DREW SPARLIN, representing hinmself from Kenai, said he 1is
president of the United Cook Inlet Drift Association, and has
served on the Cook Inlet Aquaculture Association. He supported
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the reappointnments of M. Mrris and M. Jensen to the Al aska
Board of Fisheries, even though he didn't always agree wth
t heir deci sions.

CHAIR HUGA NS asked if he is a charter nmenber of the aquacul ture
associ ation he served on.

MR. SPARLIN replied yes.

CHAI R HUGE NS asked him to give them a quick rundown of when it
started and what its task is and what it has evolved to.

MR. SPARLIN replied that it started in 1968 and has evol ved into
a lot of work; its principal effort now is to conduct weir
counts in the northern district using an intern program of
students from universities around the country. They count the
adults going in and the snoblts comng out. And there are
problenms in the northern district which no one denies. These
problenms need to be defined and corrections identified or they
won't build any nore fish in that system

5:08: 02 PM

AL BURCH, Executive Director, Alaska Draggers Association
Kodiak, said he 1is also an avid sports and subsistence
fisherman. He supported M. Mrris and M. Jensen who bring a
good historical nmenory to the board and they both make deci sions
in favor of the fish. He al so supported M. Brown.

5:12:29 PM

ANDY COUCH, representing hinmself from Mitsu, supported M.
Brown, but not M. Mrris or M. Jensen, because they favor
commerci al users.

5:17: 06 PM

SENATOR WAGONER commented that people keep talking about
commercial versus sport fishing. The basically has three
commercial fishing representatives now and if M. Brown is put
on, that will make four non comrercial fishernmen. So, this idea
t hat t he board IS dom nat ed by commer ci al fishing
representatives who are nmeking decisions that favor the
commercial fishernmen is not true. They are looking at good
people who will do a good job, not whether they are commerci al
or sport fishernen.

5:18:44 PM

JULIE BONNEY, representing herself from Kodiak, supported the
reappoi ntnents of M. Mrris and M. Jensen. She didn't know M.
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Brown, but he seened |ike someone who is know edgeabl e and woul d
bring a new dinmension to the board and thought he should be
given a chance. She said she cones from an avid fishing famly
and married into a fourth generation processing famly. The
primary goal should be to take care of the fish and nmanagers
shoul d be given the tools to manage for sustainability.

5:21:55 PM

ROD ARNO, Executive Director, Alaska Qutdoor Council, supported
M. Brown’s appointnent to the board. He said the Council |ooks
for three qualities in the board nenbers - one is that the

person is a fisherman and a consunptive wuser, second that
conservation is inportant, and third that he has no agenda.

5:23:33 PM
JULI ANNE CURRY, representing herself from Petersburg, said she
IS an active comrer ci al fi sherman and supported t he

reappoi ntnent of M. Jensen to the Board of Fisheries. He has
extensive fishing experience and a broad know edge base that
make him an asset on the board.

5:24: 06 PM

ROBERT HAI ANO, representing hinmself from Bristol Bay, said a
majority of his fishing activities come from commercial fishing
activities. He supported the reappointments of M. Mrris and
M. Jensen to the board because they do their honmework during
and before neetings. They also nmake a lot of tine available to
the public, which is cornerstone to the process. They have a
vast ampount of know edge of federal fisheries that is inportant
to state fisheries nmanagenent. He also supported M. Brown
because he has good qualifications to be a board nenber.

5:28: 07 PM
CLEM TILLION said he represented the Aleutian Island Corporation
from Halibut Cove and supported all three nom nees. He said

people mght be surprised at this since they just “nopped the
floor with him at the last board neeting. He didn't get
anything he asked for, but on the other hand, these nen are
qualified and he couldn’t ask for nore than that. He said
“There’ s gonna be sone hard decisions to be nade by everybody to
get an increased anmount of Kings in the upper Inlet.”

5:30: 46 PM
SENATOR STEVENS said he always appreciates M. Tillion's advice
because he al ways takes the big view of Al aska fish.

5:32:41 PM
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CHAIR HUGA NS thanked M. Jensen and M. Mrris for their
vol unteering and found no further questions for M. Brown.

SENATOR STEVENS noved to forward M. Brown's nane to the full
body for confirmation. There were no objections and it was soO
or der ed.

CHAIR HUGA NS said in accordance with AS 39. 05.080 the Resources
Commttee reviewed and recommends the appointnent of M. Brown
be forwarded to a joint session. This does not reflect any
intent by any of the nenbers to vote for or against him There
being no further business to come before the committee, he
adj ourned the neeting at 5:33:31 PM
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