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COW TTEE CALENDAR

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 267(RES)

"An Act relating to authorizing the state to join wth other
states entering into the WIldlife Violator Conpact; excluding
commercial fishing and big ganme conmercial hunting services from
the provisions of the conpact; and directing the initiation of
civil actions to revoke appropriate licenses in this state based
on a licensee's violation of or failure to conply with the terns
of a wildlife resource citation issued in another state that is
a party to the conpact."”

HEARD AND HELD

SENATE BILL NO 284
"An Act relating to the nenbership of the Board of Fisheries;
and providing for an effective date."

HEARD AND HELD

PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: HB 267

SHORT TI TLE. W LDLI FE VI OLATOR COVPACT
SPONSOR(s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) JOHNSON

01/ 04/ 08 (H) PREFI LE RELEASED 1/ 4/ 08
01/ 15/ 08 (H) READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS
01/ 15/ 08 (H) RES, FIN

01/ 18/ 08 (H) RES AT 1: 00 PM BARNES 124

01/ 18/ 08 (H) Heard & Hel d
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01/ 18/ 08 (H) M NUTE( RES)

01/ 28/ 08 (H) RES AT 1: 00 PM BARNES 124

01/ 28/ 08 (H) Heard & Hel d

01/ 28/ 08 (H) M NUTE( RES)

02/ 06/ 08 (H) RES AT 1: 00 PM BARNES 124

02/ 06/ 08 (H) Moved CSHB 267(RES) Qut of Committee

02/ 06/ 08 (H) M NUTE( RES)

02/ 08/ 08 (H) RES RPT CS(RES) NT 4DP 2NR 1AM

02/ 08/ 08 (H) DP: SEATON, FAI RCLOUGH, GATTO, JOHNSON

02/ 08/ 08 (H) NR. GUTTENBERG, EDGVON

02/ 08/ 08 (H) AM  KAWASAKI

02/ 19/ 08 (H) FIN AT 1: 30 PM HOUSE FI NANCE 519

02/ 19/ 08 (H) Moved CSHB 267(RES) Qut of Committee

02/ 19/ 08 (H) M NUTE( FI N)

02/ 20/ 08 (H) FIN RPT CS(RES) NT 8DP 1NR

02/ 20/ 08 (H) DP:  KELLY, CRAWORD, STOLTZE, HAWKER,
NELSON, THOVAS, MEYER, CHENAULT

02/ 20/ 08 (H) NR. GARA

03/ 03/ 08 (H) TRANSM TTED TO (S)

03/ 03/ 08 (H) VERS| ON: CSHB 267( RES)

03/ 04/ 08 (S) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS

03/ 04/ 08 (S) RES

03/ 10/ 08 (S) RES AT 3:30 PM BUTROVI CH 205

03/ 10/ 08 (S) Heard & Hel d

03/ 10/ 08 (S) M NUTE( RES)

03/ 11/ 08 (S) RES AT 5:30 PM BUTROVI CH 205

BILL: SB 284

SHORT TI TLE: BOARD OF FI SHERI ES: MEMBERSHI P

SPONSOR(s): SENATOR(S) GREEN

02/ 19/ 08 (S) READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS
02/ 19/ 08 (S) RES, FIN

03/ 11/ 08 (S) RES AT 5:30 PM BUTROVI CH 205

W TNESS REG STER

CAPTAI N BURKE WAL DRON

Division of WIldlife Troopers

Department of Public Safety (DPS)

Anchor age, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Answered questions on HB 267.

KEVI N SAXBY, Senior Assistant Attorney General
Depart ment of Law (DQL)

Anchor age, AK

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Answer ed questions on HB 267.
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JEANNE OSTNES

Staff to Representative Craig Johnson

Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Conmented on HB 267 for the sponsor.

JANEY W NEI NGER

Staff to Senator G een

Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Commented on CSSB 284( RES) version V for the
sponsor.

VI RA L UMPHENOUR, Chairman

Fai r banks Fi sh and Gane Advisory Conmittee

North Pol e, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported CSSB 284( RES) version V.

M KE FENTON, President

Kenai Professional Guide Associ ation
Sterling, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 284.

ANDY COUCH, nenber

Mat anuska Fi sh and Ganme Advisory Conmittee
Wasilla, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 284.

VWS HUMBYRD, representing hinself
Honmer, AK
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed SB 284.

BOB PENNY

Cook Inlet Sport Fishing Association
Sol dot na, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 284.

M KE TI NKER, representing hinself

Fai r banks, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported CSSB 284(RES) version V.
MONTE ROBERTS, representing hinself

Sol dot na, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 284.

JOHN MCCOMBS, representing hinself
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Cook I nlet Area
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed SB 284.

BEAVER NELSON, representing hinself
Homer, AK
PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed SB 284.

BRUCE KNOWES, representing hinself
Wl low, AK
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 284.

Rl CKY GEASE, Executive Director

Kenai River Sportfishing Association
Kenai, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 284.

DAVI D MARTI N, Chairman

Central Peninsula Advisory Conmittee
Clam Gul ch, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed SB 284.

HAL HUME, representing hinself,
Fai r banks, AK
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 284

MARVI N PETERS, representing hinself
Homer, AK
PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed SB 284.

TOM PAYTQON, Chairman

M. Enlos Fish and Gane Advisory Committee
Squi ntna, AK

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 284.

REUBEN HANKE

Kenai Sportfishing Association

Kenai, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 284.

HOWARD DELO

Board of Fisheries

Mat - Su Ar ea

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed SB 284.

RON RAI NEY, representing hinself

Kenai, AK
PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 284.
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DENNI S HAMANN, Chai r man

Mat - Su Fi sh and Gane Advisory Committee
Mat - Su Area

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 284.

BEN ELLIS, representing hinself
Anchor age, AK
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 284.

DAN LEW S, representing hinself
Wasilla, AK
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 284.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE
CHAIR CHARLIE HUGA NS called the Senate Resources Standing

Commttee neeting to order at 5:37:08 PM Present at the call to
order were Senators G een, Wagoner, W el echowski and Huggins.

CSHB 267(RES) - WLDLI FE VI OLATOR COVPACT

5:37:31 PM
CHAIR CHARLIE HUGA NS announced CSHB 267(RES) to be up for
consi derati on.

CAPTAI N BURKE WALDRON, Division of WIldlife Troopers, Departnent
of Public Safety (DPS), said he was available to answer
guestions on HB 267.

KEVI N SAXBY, Senior Assistant Attorney General, Departnent of
Law (DCOL), stated that he was assigned to the D vision of
Wl dlife Conservation and the Board of Gane.

5:40: 07 PM
SENATOR STEVENS joi ned the conmm ttee.

JEANNE OSTNES, staff to Representative Craig Johnson, sponsor of
HB 267, related that yesterday they talked about the form that
the DPS would be entering data into. She said the trooper would
need a user nane and an ID to get onto the website. She said a
conpact state could ratify or review different suspensions or
actions that were happening in the other conpact states. The
report could be browsed through by either violator or citation.

Besides the 50 states, the conpact includes 18 provinces from
Canada, Guam the Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico; it includes
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1,834 counties along with 239 countries. So no natter where the
person is living in the world, there is a way to identify where
they are and what action was taken against them She said the
software is smart enough that the state can choose specifically
how it can | ook at the different ani mal species.

CHAIR HUGGA NS interrupted, “Let’s |look at frogs.”

M5. OSTNES responded that frogs were included in the fishing
category. She said each state could add to the |ist and assign
themon the left.

CHAI R HUGA NS asked how the identities of people with |ike-nanes
woul d be confirned.

M5. OSTNES replied by wusing honme address, eye color, race
gender, and suspension st at us.

5:43:55 PM
SENATOR WAGONER asked if counties are a sub-grouping under each
state.

M5. OSTNES replied she wasn’t sure because all states have their
own system

SENATOR WAGONER said the reason he asked is that traditionally
counties outside of Alaska offer hunting and fishing |icenses,
and they are only good within the boundary of the counties - and
there are a | ot of counties.

M5. OSTNES said that taking violator’s nanmes conpletely out of
t he database would be a policy matter for the 28 states that are
i nvol ved, but not doing that was recommended to help with things
such as legal proceedings after the fact, trend analysis and
tracking habitual violators. Names of people who do not have
their license revoked any |onger because “they have paid their
dues” stay in another section of the database.

CHAIR HUGA NS asked the lower age limt for entry into the
syst em

M5. OSTNES replied the adult age of the state the person resides
in.

5:46: 16 PM
SENATOR MCGUI RE j oi ned the comm ttee.
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CHAIR HUGGA NS turned to M. Saxby with that question

MR, SAXBY answered that age isn't addressed in the bill, so it
would follow that that issue would be up to each state, and
peopl e under age 16 don't need a license in Al aska.

M5. OSTNES said that VISA and Master Card as well as other
credit card businesses can be hired to do a spot check of the
system

CHAIR HUGGA NS asked if this is a certified system

M5. OSTNES answered yes and added that only a public safety
adm nistrator would have the ability to get into it to change
the information. She said that ADF&G received sone funding |ast
year to conputerize its licensing system and 35 of its |argest
vendors as well as all of their departnents around the state
will soon be conputerized. Once this Dbill passes, t he
adm nistrator would be the person to deal with the process of
how and who woul d be able to | ook at the information.

5:49: 50 PM
CHAI R HUGE NS asked for a quick review of how this system would
work for the State Troopers.

CAPTAIN WALDRON replied that the DPS would admnister the
conpact sinply because the Troopers are the licensing
enforcenent agency and it would be sinpler for them rather than
to have the Alaska Departnent of Fish and Gane (ADF&GS forward
the information to them One person would review court judgnents
relating to fish and wldlife cases and make the determ nation
on whether to enter the individual into the conpact database or
not. Once those decisions are made, an in-house clerk would be
assigned to update the list. Initial start-up may require nore
effort than once it is going. In nost states the adm nistrator
and clerk spend between 10-20 hours a nonth to update the |ist.
Hi storically Al aska doesn’'t have a |lot of revocations and woul d
have | ess than 200 nanes to enter per year.

SENATOR MCGUI RE asked how expungenent woul d wor K.

CAPTAI N WALDRON answered that peoples’ nanes would remain in the
dat abase and their revocations would be listed as current or
not. They remain in the database unless the nenber states
adopt ed | anguage to change it.

MS. OSTNES said that was correct.
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CHAIR HUGG NS said that is probably unacceptable for him The
average Al askan woul d expect to be off the list once they have
| ost their |icense.

SENATOR MCGUI RE agreed and remarked that even Senator Geen's
simlar prescription database bill was changed to allow a nane
to come off the list after a period of tinme. She said that is a
real privacy invasion and asked if there was anything they could
do in this bill to guarantee expungenent after soneone has
served their penalty.

M5. OSTNES replied that she thought so.

SENATOR W ELECHOMSKI said he understood once a |icense was
revoked for three-years, one could get it again. He thought this

was different than the prescription database bill in which
everyone was included, including people who hadn’t been
convicted of anything. Expungenent is appropriate in that case.
He didn't see this bill being different from a crimnal court

case; it’s a public record once you ve violated the statute.

CAPTAI N WALDRON said he agreed with that; the purpose for nanes
remaining in the database is to provide a crimnal history
dat abase for court convictions and sentencing that is simlar to
ot her databases. Troopers and prosecutors could wuse this
database to help with sentencing reconmendati ons and guidelines
at court hearings.

M5. OSTNES said you can find whether soneone had a small claim
agai nst them by just | ooking at the court house conputer.

SENATOR WAGONER said he wasn't sure that the court house records
span anot her 28 states.

5:58: 14 PM
CAPTAI N WALDRON said the court system database is Internet based
and is available to anyone in any state.

5:59: 15 PM
CHAIR HUGA NS said he would set HB 267 asi de.

5:59: 21 PM at ease 6:02: 22 PM

SB 284- BOARD OF FI SHERI ES: MEMBERSHI P

6: 02: 25 PM
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CHAIR CHARLIE HUGA NS announced SB 284 to be up for
consi derati on.

SENATOR GREEN nmoved to bring CSSB 284(RES), version V, before
the commttee. There were no objections and it was so ordered.

JANEY W NEI NGER, staff to Senator G een, sponsor of SB 284, said
Senator Green introduced this |egislation because she saw a | ack
of fair and bal anced representation on the Board of Fisheries.
She said a letter of support from the board was in their
packets. The letter said that of all 122 boards and conm ssions,
only four “are as lax as the Board of Fisheries;” one is the
Board of Gane.

She stated that AS 16.05.221 says that board nenbers are
appointed by the governor and confirmed by the |egislature.
Menbers are appointed on the basis of interest in public
affairs, good judgnent, know edge and ability in the field of
action of the board with a view to providing diversity of
interest and points of view in the nenbership. A lot of boards
base nenbership on geographical requirenents along wth
certifications, economc requirenents or political affiliations.
This is not so for the Board of Fisheries.

The <changes in the CS wll bring the Board of Fisheries
nmenbership back down to seven nenbers from the nine in the
original bill and creates a guideline based on the user groups.

The proposed board would have two nenbers who represent
commercial fishing interests who do not hold and do not have an
imediate famly nenber who holds a sport fishing operator or
sport fishing guide license; three nenbers who represent
personal use or subsistence fishing interests and who do not
hold and do not have an immediate famly nenber who holds a
commercial fishing permt or crew nmenber permt; a sport fishing
operator |icense or a sport fishing guide license, or who do not
own or have an imediate famly nenber who owns a commerci al
fish processing business; two nenbers who represent sport
fishing interests and who do not hold and do not have an
i medi ate famly nenber who holds a commercial fishing permt or
crew nmenber permt and do not own or have an imediate famly
menber who owns a conmerci al processi ng business.

She stated that this nakeup would guarantee fair and bal anced
representation on the Board of Fisheries for years to cone
regardl ess of who may be governor or who may be in a politica
| eadership position at the Departnment of Fish and Gane.
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6: 07: 14 PM
SENATOR W ELECHOWEKI asked why this CS has a fiscal note.

M5. WNEINGER answered the original legislation increased the
nunber of board nenbers to nine; nowit's back to what the board
i'sS now, seven nemnbers.

CHAIR HUGEA NS asked if there would be a robust pool of Al askans
avail able to pick menbers fromin light of all the excl usions.

M5. W NEI NGER answer ed yes.

SENATOR GREEN remarked that in all practicality, representation
has an unwitten tendency to say there is a Sitka seat, a Kodi ak
seat and a Juneau sports fish seat. They are |abeled and
geographical identified, but it’'s not definitive. It would be
better to have nore defining descriptors.

M5. W NEI NGER added that |anguage doesn't change the makeup of
the board; it just puts it in statute.

CHAIR HUGG NS said this |anguage doesn’t preclude a geographica
connotation, but gives sone prerequisites for the person’s or
his famly’ s background.

SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI asked what the current conposition of the
board is in terns of sport, subsistence and commerci al .

M5. W NEINGER replied currently the nenbers come from diverse
groups geographically; for instance the Juneau, Kodiak, and
Sitka seats.

6:11: 00 PM
SENATOR STEVENS commented that for many years there was no
Kodi ak seat and they al ways wanted one, and it happened in tine.

SENATOR WAGONER explained that now it isn't a matter of
eligibility; it’s a matter of whether a nenber can deliberate
and vote on certain itens or not.

CHAIR HUGG NS said they would want to tighten that |anguage on
menbers being precluded fromvoting or from being a nmenber. They
don’t want people to continue being conflicted out.

6: 12: 37 PM

VIRA L UWPHENOUR, Chairman, Fairbanks Fish and Gane Advisory
Conmittee, North Pole, supported CSSB 284(RES) version V. He
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said he served eight years on the Board of Fisheries and felt
that the CS would provide nore balance and fairness in the
board’s conposition. The Yukon River has serious conservation
probl ems now, basically because of allocation, he said, and the
current board is mani pul ated by the departnent.

SENATOR STEVENS asked how things broke down over the years
bet ween comercial, sport and personal use in his experience.

MR. UWMPHENOUR replied that it depended on the issue and what
region the board was in. Sone regions spend nore tine on sport
fish issues than conmercial. Subsistence and personal use take a
back seat a mpjority of the time and have very little
representation.

6:17: 14 PM

M KE FENTON, President, Kenai Professional Quide Association,
Sterling, supported SB 284. He said it builds in the potenti al
for a greater representation of the user groups. The current
arrangenent allows too nuch bias to occur.

ANDY COUCH, representing hinself, Mit-Su, said he is a sport
fishing guide and a nenber of the WMitanuska Fish and Gane
Advi sory Committee; He supported SB 284 saying that the board
has not addressed the state’'s conservation issues and changi ng
the makeup of the board to include nore wuser groups Ilike
per sonal use and subsi stence, woul d hel p.

6: 20: 03 PM

WES HUMBYRD, representing hinself, Honer, said he had been a
commercial fisherman in Cook Inlet since 1966 and opposed SB
284. He said it looks |ike another way for comrercial fishernen
to manage politically instead of biologically. If politicians
used the sane anount of energy on renoving the problens in the
Mat - Su dr ai nage, they wouldn’t be here discussing this bill.

He related that Mat-Su used to have 32 lakes with pike in them
and now it’'s up to 162, and there are nunerous beavers danms on
all the streans in that area that stop the mgration of salnon
destined to the spawning grounds. Also, he said the escapenent
counters the departnent uses are not accurate.

MR. HUMBYRD said Cook Inlet fishermen had not had a conmerci al
fisherman on the board since 1975. He suggested renoving the
pi ke and the beavers before asking everyone to be “curtailed” to
solve the problem “Don’t make the commercial fishernmen again
and again be the sacrificial lanb for sport fish interests in
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the Valley and the Kenai area.” The real balance on the board
should be three sport, three commercial and one personal use
person. Maybe a good suggestion would be to have comerci al
fishing on pike.

CHAIR HUGA NS asked if he would support a buy back system for
permts.

MR. HUMBYRD answered no; that just elimnates people who have
been fishing for years.

6: 22: 59 PM

BOB PENNY, Cook Inlet Sport Fishing, Soldotna, said he supported
SB 284. He said his first concern was conservation and second

the unfair allocation for the harvest of salnmon in Cook Inlet.
He served on the North Pacific Fisheries Council for one term
and he learned that conservation conmes first. Wenever the
stocks get low, stop fishing, he exhorted. Wen that run is gone
it's gone. He said the Board of Fisheries didn't take the steps
necessary to protect the species and sonething has to be done to
protect those fish.

6: 25: 18 PM

M KE TI NKER, representing hinself, Fairbanks, said that previous
fish boards have come up wth the sustainable sal nbon nmanagenent
policy, for exanple. But in the last five years, the board has
been a disaster for any non-commercial wuser. The nenbers avoid
their own policies and disrespect the opinions of those opposed
to conmmerci al fishery interests, especially the advisory
commttees. “Definitely mssing is an Al aska use attitude.” The
board did the right thing in the Cook Inlet neeting by finding
chum and sockeye as stocks of <concern, but then they did
absolutely nothing to <change the intercept fisheries. He
supported CSSB 284 version V.

6: 26: 44 PM
MONTE ROBERTS, sport fish guide operator, Soldotna, supported SB
284, but he still had some concerns about the board s nakeup. He

was fine with the two designated commercial fishing seats, but
the three personal use/subsistence nenbers concerned him He was
concerned that in tw places people wth sport fishing
experience were excluded from holding a seat, and at no place
were they guaranteed a seat at the table.

6:28: 17 PM

JOHN MCCOMBS, drift gillnet fisherman, Cook Inlet, opposed SB
284. He said the board has already failed to address energing
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fisheries in fully allocated Iimted entry fisheries and
consi derations by gear type aren’t going to be the answer.

SENATOR GREEN asked himif he had any recomrendations for how to
di stinguish nenbership on the board if not by gear type or
geogr aphi c | ocati ons.

MR. MCCOMBS replied you need a professional board with trained
scientists. Mybe it needs to be taken out of the political
real mand put in back into the hands of scientists.

6: 30: 26 PM

BEAVER NELSON, representing hinself, Honer, said he is a
comercial, sport and personal wuse fisherman. He said the
present system has nenbers with varied interests and is working
pretty well. This legislation would turn the board into hard
core nmenbers and would limt the pool of qualified candidates.
He stated, “It just narrows things down into special interest

groups again.”

6:31: 06 PM

BRUCE KNOWALES, representing hinself, WIlow, said he has served
on the Valley Fish and Gane Advisory Conmittee for about 12
years and supported SB 284. He said the suggestion for the
makeup of the original board was to have it all commercial
fishernmen, but that didn’t go over, so the qualifications were
changed to what they have today. The only progress the board has
made was during the 90s when it was made up of all the user
groups and devel oped sound managenent plans and the sustainable
sal non policy. Good progress was made until conmercial interests
took over the board again, “and now we're back in the dark
ages.”

6: 32: 51 PM

Rl CKY  GEASE, Executive Director, Kenai Ri ver Sportfishing
Associ ation, Kenai, said he didn't have a problem wth the bil
conceptually. He pointed out that sone advisory comittees
across the state have gone towards designated seats; the Kena
Sol dotna AC designated three seats for commercial permts on the
Kenai River along with hunting and subsistence seats. He said it
seened to be working there.

He suggested tightening the language in SB 284 so that people
woul dn't be conflicted out, |ike saying just an imediate famly
menber couldn’t have a commercial |icense. He |liked a |lay board,
but thought professionals should be integrated into it for a
good m x. Economic expertise is inportant and he suggested using
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people from the Departnment of Conmerce, Community & Econonic
Devel opnent. He said the comercial salnon industry is |ooking
at many ways to inprove the quality and econom cs.

6: 35: 30 PM

DAVID MARTIN, Chairman, Central Peninsula Advisory Commttee,
Clam @Qulch, said he had been involved in the Board of Fish
process for over 25 years and had commercially fished in Cook
Inlet for 36 years. He opposed SB 284. \Wen sone groups don't
get what they want based strictly on allocation, they cry foul,
and that is what happened in the Upper Cook Inlet Board of
Fisheries neeting. Data shows that the Susitna sonar was
undercounting; the actual count at the weirs verified that
sockeye escapenent was being net and exceeded. Scientific data
al so showed that the comercial fisheries has been and continues
to be severely restricted from catching northern-bound sal non
stock and that 70-90 percent of the salnon nmeke it into the
rivers. Any problens are not in the salt water; they are in the
river.

MR MARTIN said SB 284 is the latest maneuver to nove the
Sol dot na ADF&G departnment to Anchorage. It is an unfortunate
knee-jerk reaction that wll only result in undermning
bi ol ogi cal managenent, the Board of Fisheries process and the
departnent. He said:

If wusing reliable scientific data and biological
managenent is not the mssion of the Board of Fish, an
increased (indisc.) to any nunber of designated seats
will not be in the best long term interest of the
resource and the people of Al aska. They need to learn
from the mstakes of the Lower 48 and keep politics
out of fish and ganme nmanagenent and protect our
habitat. Let the biologists do their job and the
| egislature do their job - Ilike funding the Susitna
study that is outlined by the Board of Fish Action
Plan and requested by the comm ssioner of Fish and
Gane and the Cook Inlet Aquaculture Association.
Restructuring the Board of Fish in the Soldotna
Departnment of Fish and Gane will be counter productive
and nore costly. Both neasures wll cause nore
problenms and solve none. You cannot conprom se and
di sregard scientific data and biological managenent.
Commercial fisheries is the nunber one enployer in the
state....

6: 38: 27 PM
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HAL HUVE, Fairbanks, said this will be his ninth year serving on
the Fairbanks Advisory Council, and he has had nunerous
opportunities to observe the actions of the Board of Fisheries.
The board is wthout a doubt extrenely biased toward the
commercial fishing industry by at least six to one. He said this
resource belongs to all of Al askans and not just the commercia
guys, nmany of whom are not even Al askans. There is strong
evidence that King Salnmon are being decimated, he said; the
stocks are dimnishing in quality and nunbers in the @ulkana
River. He urged them to do everything possible to assure that
Al askans are represented on future fish boards.

MARVI N PETERS, representing hinmself, Honer, opposed SB 284. He
stated that he is chairman of the Homer Fish and Gane Advisory
Commttee and had been on the committee for 25 years; he had
been involved with the Board of Fish process for nost of that
time. He felt very confident in saying that there are no runs in
the state that are being killed off by any existing nanagenent.
Mat - Su m ght have sonme problens, but they are being addressed
now as that is starting to get functional counters and weirs to
replace the ones that didn't work. He noticed a lot of the
comments today forgot to include sone valid weir counts that
show the problem is really not as great as people have been
sayi ng.

MR. PETERS said he didn't like the “do not hold/do not own”
| anguage. It doesn’t require any actual interest to represent a
user group and certainly personal use representatives would have
to be drawn from a pool of people with little understanding of
maj or fisheries in the state. Having no special interests neans
they know less about it as far as he was concerned. He stated
that the board for the last five years has been the best that it
has ever been.

6:43: 53 PM

TOM PAYTON, Chairman, M. Enlos Fish and Gane Advisory Conmittee
and resident of Squintna, said he had served on the conmittee
since 1986. Squintna is 75 mles from salt water up the Yentna
River — in the heart of the northern district problem He
supported SB 284. Wen Squintna submitted a proposal to the
board to allow a subsistence wheel fishery on the Yentna, they
were quickly denied that opportunity, although that area had
fish wheel history. He suspected that the board resented
sonmebody from such a small fishery expecting to get any
al l ocation out of the Cook Inlet stocks and saw that as the main
probl em Conmercial fishernen control the sal non stocks, and the
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time has come to change that; this bill could be the one to do
it.

6: 46: 46 PM

REUBEN HANKE, Kenai Sportfishing Association, Kenai, said it has
been a real struggle to get sonme sort of sport fish
representation on the board. He supported SB 284.

6:47.: 47 PM

HOWMARD DELO, representing hinself, Mt-Su, said he is currently
a sitting nenber of the Board of Fisheries and opposed SB 284.
It is substituting another set of concerns for the ones that
have al ready been voi ced.

SENATOR GREEN asked what changes or suggestions he has and
i ndi cated he could drop them off at her office.

6: 48: 52 PM

RON RAINEY, representing hinself, Kenai, said he is a past
chairman of the Kenai River Sportfishing and a personal use
fi sherman; he supported SB 284. He has been going to Board of
Fisheries nmeetings for 20 years and described it as you choose
up sides and get your guy appointed to the board and whoever has
the stroke there wins the allocation battle. This allocation
battl e needs fairness and needs assigned seats for user groups.
He said public use fishernen have never had a seat on the board
and “they really took a hosing on this last Board of Fish
neeting.”

SENATOR WAGONER asked him to define what kind of hosing the
public use sector took.

MR. RAINEY answered that the departnent had established w ndows
that allowed a given time that someone from the Valley could
come down and take their public use fishing on the Kenai River.
That was literally set aside because now the local ADF&G
commercial fish nanager can do away with that window if his
escapenment is at a certain point. Studies from his people
i ndicate that the wndows actually didn't decrease the
comercial catch that rmuch or increase the escapenent that nuch

It would have been a perfect opportunity for those personal use
fishermen to come down. The managers knew the fish would be
t here because the nets were out of the water.

6:51: 32 PM

DENNI S  HAMANN, Chai r man, Mat-Su Fish and Gane  Advisory
Conmittee, said in his 10 years on the commttee he spent a |ot
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of time participating in the Board of Fish process and it seens
that it puts way nore enphasis on the allocation rather than
bi ol ogi cal issues that have cone up over the years. He supported
SB 284 because he thought each user group needs fair
representation. Faulty fish counters are the sane ones they have
been using for 20 years and there is no doubt that the runs are
i n abysmal shape.

6: 54: 00 PM

BEN ELLIS, representing hinself, Anchorage, supported SB 284. He
said he worked with Governors Hickel and Knowes in the 90s on
Board of Fisheries appointnents. He agreed with Senator G een
that even though the sane problems won’'t go away, this puts
diversity into statute and provides for an educated balanced
boar d.

CHAIR HUGE NS commented that he has heard from multiple people
that of the governors that were involved in the process, they
gi ve Governor Know es relatively high nmarks.

MR. ELLIS responded that Governor Hickel set the precedent of
putting a third sport fisherman on the board. Governor Know es
wanted to reach into all areas of the state and into the various
user groups. He felt that comrercial fishernmen at that tine cane
with a very balanced mnd that |ooked for scientific and
educated answers. The board’'s chairs during that tinme reflected
t hat .

6: 56: 53 PM

DAN LEWS, representing hinself, Wasilla, supported SB 284. He
reported the fish in the northern Cook Inlet Susitna River are
in a lot of trouble, and they need to get sonme fair
representation on the board so that it’s fair to all the users.

6: 58: 31 PM

SENATOR STEVENS commented that he has heard several comments
about fairness, which he agreed with. He cones from a conmunity
that depends heavily on the fishing industry and it causes him
sonme concerns that out of seven nenbers, only two represent
commercial fishing, the biggest enployer in the state. It
produces products that go around the worl d.

CHAIR HUGGE NS thanked everyone for their conments. He held SB
284 in commttee.

There being no further business to conme before the commttee
Chair Huggi ns adjourned the neeting at 6:59:40 PM
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