ALASKA STATE LEG SLATURE
SENATE LABOR AND COVMERCE STANDI NG COW TTEE
March 6, 2008
2:29 p.m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Senator Johnny Ellis, Chair
Senator Bettye Davis
Senat or Con Bunde

VEMBERS ABSENT

Senator Gary Stevens, Vice Chair
Senat or Lyman Hof f man

COWM TTEE CALENDAR

CS FOR HOUSE BI LL NO. 233(L&C)
"An Act relating to giving notice of wunclaimed net nmargin
di stributions nade by electric and tel ephone cooperatives."”

MOVED SCS CSHB 233(L&C) OUT OF COW TTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 196(JUD)
"An Act relating to the handling of matters after a person's
deat h. "

MOVED SCS CSHB 196(L&C) OUT OF COW TTEE

HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON NO. 16
Qpposing inposition of a mlk tax on Al askans.
MOVED HIR 16 OQUT OF COWM TTEE

PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: HB 233

SHORT TITLE: UNCLAI MED PHONE/ ELEC COOP DI STRI BUTI ONS
SPONSOR(s): RULES

04/ 11/ 07 (H READ THE FI RST TIME - REFERRALS
04/ 11/ 07 (H L&C

04/ 25/ 07 (H L&C AT 3:00 PM CAPI TOL 17

04/ 25/ 07 (H Moved CSHB 233(L&C) Qut of Conmittee
04/ 25/ 07 (H M NUTE( L&C)

04/ 27/ 07 (H L&C RPT CS(L&C) 4DP 1NR

04/ 27/ 07 (H DP: GARDNER, LEDOUX, BUCH, OLSON

04/ 27/ 07 (H NR:  NEUMAN

05/ 02/ 07 (H TRANSM TTED TO (S)
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05/ 02/ 07 (H) VERS| ON:  CSHB 233( L&C)

05/ 03/ 07 (S) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
05/ 03/ 07 (S) L&C, FIN

02/ 14/ 08 (S) L&C AT 1:30 PM BELTZ 211

02/ 14/ 08 (S) Heard & Hel d

02/ 14/ 08 (S) M NUTE( L&C)

03/ 06/ 08 (S) L&C AT 1:30 PM BELTZ 211

BILL: HB 196
SHORT TITLE: HANDLI NG MATTERS AFTER A PERSON S DEATH
SPONSOR(s): JUDI Cl ARY

03/ 14/ 07 (H READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS

03/ 14/ 07 (H JuD

04/ 04/ 07 (H JUD AT 1:00 PM CAPI TOL 120

04/ 04/ 07 (H Heard & Held

04/ 04/ 07 (H M NUTE( JUD)

04/ 10/ 07 (H JUD AT 1:00 PM CAPI TOL 120

04/ 10/ 07 (H Moved CSHB 196(JUD) Qut of Conmittee

04/ 10/ 07 (H M NUTE( JUD)

04/ 11/ 07 (H JUD RPT CS(JUD) 5DP 1INR

04/ 11/ 07 (H DP: GRUENBERG, LYNN, COGH LL, HOLMES,
RAMRAS

04/ 11/ 07 (H NR  SAMUELS

04/ 20/ 07 (H) TRANSM TTED TO (S)

04/ 20/ 07 (H VERSI ON:  CSHB 196( JUD)

04/ 23/ 07 (S) READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS

04/ 23/ 07 (S) L&C, STA, JUD

02/ 21/ 08 (S) L&C AT 1:30 PM BELTZ 211

02/ 21/ 08 (S) Heard & Held

02/ 21/ 08 (S) M NUTE( L&C)

Bl LL: HIR 16
SHORT TI TLE: OPPOSI NG M LK TAX
SPONSOR(s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) LYNN

03/ 30/ 07 (H READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS
03/ 30/ 07 (H L&C

05/ 04/ 07 (H L&C AT 3: 00 PM CAPI TCL 17

05/ 04/ 07 (H Moved Qut of Conmittee

05/ 04/ 07 (H M NUTE( L&C)

05/ 05/ 07 (H) L&C RPT 5DP

05/ 05/ 07 (H DP: GARDNER, GATTO BUCH, LEDOUX, OLSON
05/ 09/ 07 (H) TRANSM TTED TO (S)

05/ 09/ 07 (H) VERSI ON:' HIR 16

05/ 09/ 07 (S) READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS
05/ 09/ 07 (S) L&C

SENATE L& C COW TTEE - 2- March 6, 2008



02/ 21/ 08 (S) L& C AT 1:30 PM BELTZ 211

02/ 21/ 08 (S) Heard & Hel d
02/ 21/ 08 (S) M NUTE( L&C)
03/ 06/ 08 (S) L&C AT 1:30 PM BELTZ 211

W TNESS REG STER

DANA OVEN

Staff to Senator Ellis

Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Expl ained the L& CS for CSHB 233(L&C).

ROBERT W LKI NSON

Copper Valley Electric Association

Val dez, AK

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported CSHB 233(L&C), version T.

JANE Pl ERSON

Staff to Representative Ranras

Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: WAs available to answer questions on HB 196
for the sponsor.

DI RK MOFFATT

Staff to Representative Lynn

Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Conmented on HIR 16 for the sponsor.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE
CHAI R JOHNNY ELLIS call ed the Senate Labor and Comrerce Standing

Commttee neeting to order at 2:29:51 PM Present at the call to
order were Senators Bunde, Davis and Ellis.

CSHB 233( L&C) - UNCLAI MED PHONE/ ELEC COOP DI STRI BUTI ONS

2:30: 47 PM

CHAI R ELLIS announced HB 233 to be up for consideration and that
the commttee had an SCS prepared after suggestions by M. Ray
Crai g of Chugach Consuners G oup regarding the public notice.

DANA OWNEN, staff to Senator Ellis, explained the differences

bet ween SCS CSHB 233(L&C), version T, and the original bill. He
said the original bill mandates that if an electric co-operative
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has a website, they would have two options for publishing a |ist
of nanes of people who may have unclaimed distributions. They
could either do it in the normal fashion in a newspaper or they
could publish it on a website for 180 days. He found working
with the cooperatives and especially with M. Craig that there
were a nunber of places where he thought it could be nore
specific. That’s what version T tries to acconplish.

MR. OWNEN said he worked with Robert WIkerson, Copper Valley
Electric Association, who is representing a group of electric
co-ops and cane up with language saying if a cooperative has a
website it must post the nanes for at |east 180 days on that
site; it must also post a notice on the honme page that the |ist
is on the site. That notice nust contain a link to the list and
the following promnently displayed notice line in all capita
letters: DO WE ONE YOU MONEY? UNCLAIMED (Insert nane of
Cooperative) CAPITAL CREDI TS. They also have to publish once a
week for four consecutive weeks a simlar notice in a genera
circulation newspaper in the cooperatives judicial district. If
the newspaper has an Internet addition, the notice is to be
simul taneously published there. The size of the notice is
further defined. In both cases a newspaper of general
circulation is defined as it is in another section of statute.

2:33: 50 PM
ROBERT W LKI NSON, Copper Valley Electric Association, supported
version T. He said M. Craig supported it as well.

2: 35: 08 PM
SENATOR DAVI S noved to adopt SCS CSHB (L&C) 25-LS0779\T. There
were no objections and it was so ordered.

SENATOR BUNDE noved to report SCS CSHB 233(L&C) from conmittee
with individual recomendations and attached fiscal note(s).
There were no objections and it was so ordered.

CSHB 196(JUD) - HANDLI NG MATTERS AFTER A PERSON S DEATH

2:36: 08 PM

CHAI R ELLI'S announced CSHB 196(JUD) to be up for consideration
He asked Ms. Pierson if she had any quick comrents to rem nd
them of the nature of the bill.

JANE PIERSON, staff to Representative Ranras, replied that she
had covered everything and woul d answer questi ons.

2:36: 52 PM
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SENATOR BUNDE noved to adopt Amendnent 1.

25-LS0447\E. 1
Banni st er
AVENDVENT 1

OFFERED | N THE SENATE BY SENATOR BUNDE
TO  CSHB 196( JUD)

Page 2, line 6:
Del ete "$25, 000"
| nsert "$100, 000"

CHAIR ELLI S objected for an expl anati on.

SENATOR BUNDE said the sponsor had agreed with and supported the
anendnent. He explained that it raises the value of real
property from $25, 000 to $100, 000 before going to probate.

CHAIR ELLIS agreed with changing the amounts. He renoved his
obj ection and Anmendnent 1 was adopt ed.

2:39:42 PM

SENATOR BUNDE noved to report SCS CSHB 196(L&C) from conmittee
with individual recommendations and acconpanying fiscal note(s).
There were no objections and it was so ordered.

HIR 16- OPPCSI NG M LK TAX

2:40: 25 PM
CHAIR ELLI S announced HIR 16 to be up for consideration.

DI RK MOFFATT, staff to Representative Lynn, sponsor of HIR 16,
said the Chair had asked a question in the February 21 L&C
meeting about a letter from Departnment of Natural Resources
(DNR) about the constitutionality of the “Got MIk” canpaign
that said it mght be prudent to wait for the outcome of the
Beef Act case. He found that “on May 23, 2005 the court ruled
agai nst WORK and the Livestock Marketing Association in a 6 to 3
decision saying that mandatory beef check-off 1is governnent
speech and therefore, does not violate the constitution's right
to free speech.” M. Mffatt explained the idea was that this
resolution mght not be necessary, but as it stands now if
Al aska is added to the list of states where producers have to
pay the mlk tax, there’ s nothing unconstitutional about it.

CHAIR ELLIS found no further questions.
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SENATOR BUNDE noved to report HIR 16 from comrittee wth

i ndi vidual reconmmendations. There were no objections and it was
so ordered.

2:42: 47 PM

There being no further business to conme before the commttee
Chair Ellis adjourned the neeting at 2:43:51 PM
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