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REPRESENTATI VE GABRI ELLE LEDOUX

Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK
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SUZANNE HANCOCK, St af f
to Representative LeDoux
Al aska State Capitol
Juneau, AK
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Responded to questions related to HB 165.
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JAVES MARTI N, Hunter
Homer, AK
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 165.

KELLY SALTZA VER, Hunter
Honmer, AK
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 165.

DAVE SALTZA VER, Hunter
Kenai, AK
PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 165.

KATHERI NE PUSTAY, Staff
to Senat or W el echowski
PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: I ntroduced SB 273 on behal f of the sponsor.

GRACE STANDBORN

Al aska Network on Donestic Violence & Sexual Assault (ANDVSA)
Juneau, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Stated support for SB 273 on behalf of the
19 donestic violence prograns throughout the state.

CHAVA LEE, Executive Director

Gasti neau Humane Soci ety (GHS)

Juneau, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 273.

CHRI S ASHENBRENNER, Executive D rector

Council on Donestic Violence & Sexual Assault

Juneau, AK

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified that the council hadn't yet nmnet
to di scuss SB 273.

CHRI S ASHENBRENNER, Donestic Vi ol ence Advocate

Juneau, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 273 and urged
the committee to include a DV conponent.

CAROL KLECKNER, Vol unt eer

Fai r banks Ani mal Shelter

Fai r banks, AK

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 273.

SHANA ANDERSON, Manager and Aninmal Control O ficer
Val dez Ani mal Shel ter

Val dez, AK

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 273.
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KI KI STIRLI NG Owner

Thi st edown Ani mal Refuge

Fai r banks, AK

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 273.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

CHAIR HOLLIS FRENCH called the Senate Judiciary Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 1:33:07 PM Present at the call to
order were Senators French, Welechowski, Therriault, and
McGui r e.

HB 165- Bl G GAVE GUI DES AND TRANSPORTERS

CHAI R FRENCH announced t he consi derati on of HB 165.

1: 33: 47 PM
REPRESENTATI VE GABRI ELLE LEDOUX, sponsor of HB 165, said this
bi |l rights an inadvertent wong and pronotes economc

devel opnment in rural areas. It is an Act related to providing
field accomobdations for big game hunters. She explained that in
1996, nuch needed | egislation was enacted to define who is a big
ganme  hunter, outfitter, or transporter and to provide
regulations for Ilicensing and other considerations. However,
there was no provision for the person who nerely wants to rent
his or her cabin to people who may or may not be hunting. Many
people in rural Alaska have cabins that are enpty for part of
the year and this bill would allow the rental of those cabins
wi t hout falling under t he current [imting statutory
regul ati ons.

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX rem nded the commttee that it is very
difficult to generate econom c devel opnent in rural areas and HB
165 will enable people in such areas to provide a service and
make a little extra noney. She said that nenbers of the Big Gane
Commerci al Services Board have worked with her office in order
to craft this bill.

1: 36: 59 PM

SENATOR McGUI RE expl ained that the issue cane about as a result
of the Big Gane Cuide Task Force. The intention was to keep big
gui ding operations from using public |ands w thout having the
requisite licenses to take in out-of-state hunters. Sone folks
t hat have private cabins did testify that they were
i nadvertently swept in. As it now stands, individuals who have
private cabins have to get a transporter license in order to
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rent their cabins to any big gane hunters. That’s the point of
the bill, but the drafting is convoluted because it addresses
the old | aw

1:38:23 PM

CHAIR FRENCH asked whether it’s a transporter |icense or an
outfitter guide license that's needed. Hi s understanding is that
a transporter license is required to rent out skiffs, and an
outfitter guide license is needed to rent out a cabin.

SUZANNE HANCOCK, staff to Representative LeDoux, explained that
this bill tries to exenpt people who are only providing |odging.
They are not taking people out in the field and are not renting
skiffs.

CHAIR FRENCH noted the nenorandum from |egislative |legal, and
asked if the bill fixes just the |odging prong; anyone who rents
skiffs would still need to get a license.

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX said that’'s correct.

SENATOR MGU RE added that a private cabin owner who also
provi des transportation, perhaps as part of a package, would
still need to get a transporter |icense.

CHAIR FRENCH sunmarized that wunder this bill, a cabin owner
could rent out his or her cabin w thout obtaining an outfitter
guide license. It’'s sinple, narrow, and focused, and it’s not a
broad exenption, he added.

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX agr eed.

1:40: 48 PM
CHAIR FRENCH asked if the bill is opposed by anyone in either
body.

M5. HANCOCK replied no opposition has been voiced in the
committee neetings, but one nman would like this to also apply to
| eased property. The sponsor doesn't support that expansion.

CHAI R FRENCH opened public testinony.

1:41: 48 PM

RI CK METZCGER, rural property owner, Kodiak I|Island, said he asked
Representative LeDoux to sponsor HB 165 when he found hinself in
this situation. He explained that the bill was developed with a
great deal of cooperation with the Big Gane Commercial Services
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Board and the sponsor’s staff. After nuch discussion, the scope
was narrowed to private property rental accomodations only. He
hi ghlighted a broad spectrum of supporters and said this is an
opportunity for people who live in rural areas to generate sone
extra incone.

CHAIR FRENCH asked if the state had begun proceedi ngs agai nst
him or was he trying to prevent a problem

MR. METZGER expl ained that he rented his cabin for several years
prior to 1996 when the state troopers dropped by to inform him
of the new interpretation of existing big game guide transporter
statutes. Under the new interpretation, private property was
considered to be “in the field,” and only big game guides or
transporters who provide transportation services could rent a
cabin in the field. He was warned but not cited, which pronpted
himto go to the Big Gane Commercial Services Board seeking a
sol uti on.

CHAIR FRENCH noted that two commttee nenbers extensively heard
the bill in the past.

1:45:17 PM
JAMVES MARTIN, big gane hunter from Honer, said his concern as a
resident licensed big game hunter is that it’s difficult to

access the resource. He has a hunt of a lifetime com ng up, but
at this point his only option is to tent canp on Kodiak Island
for 15 days even though private cabins are available. He'd I|ike
to see sonme resolution so that private cabin owners could rent
their cabins, big game guides could continue to provide their
val uabl e services, and people such as hinself could rent private
cabins and afford big gane hunts in Al aska.

1:47:54 PM

KELLY SALTZAd VER, hunter, stated support for HB 165. He lives in
Kenai and has hunted on Kodiak Island for 30 years. He's tried
to give all six of his children a hunting experience on the
island, but the opportunities are disappearing. Hunting on
Kodi ak Island used to cost in the hundreds of dollars per person
and now it costs between $3,000 and $5,000 for a deer hunt.
Havi ng private cabins available, as provided in the bill, is an
opportunity to continue to take his children and grandchildren
hunti ng.

1:49: 47 PM
DAVE SALTZA VER, hunter from Kenai, said he's hunted on Kodiak
I sland for about 12 years and this bill will make it possible to
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continue doing that because it’Il help keep the cost reasonabl e.
“l support this bill,"” he said.

CHAI R FRENCH asked the sponsor if there are two sets of rules
for cabins on public land versus cabins on private land. The
state obviously doesn’t need a license to rent its cabins, but
i ndi viduals nust get an outfitter license to rent their private
cabi ns.

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX said yes; “The state isn't applying the
same rules to its cabin that it’s applying to private cabins.”

CHAI R FRENCH held HB 165 in commttee for a subsequent hearing.

At ease from1:51:34 PMto 1:53:00 PM

SB 273- CRUELTY TO ANl MALS

CHAI R FRENCH announced the consideration of SB 273. He asked the
sponsor’s representative to again provide an overview Since sone
menbers were unavail abl e | ast week when it was i ntroduced.

1:53:29 PM

KATHERI NE PUSTAY, staff to Senator Wel echowski, stated that SB
273 seeks to increase penalties for the nost heinous acts of
animal cruelty and it crimnalizes participation in anina

fights. Currently in Alaska a person can torture or poison an
animal and only be charged with a m sdeneanor. The bill won't
change the penalty for causing injury to an aninmal due to
crimnal negligence. Currently 44 states and the District of
Col unmbi a have enacted felony-level penalties for heinous acts of
animal cruelty. Al aska ranks anong the weakest with respect to
ani mal protection.

M5. PUSTAY said research indicates that wthout intervention
peopl e that abuse and kill animals are nore likely to al so abuse
humans. Over 70 percent of pet owners that enter donestic
violence (DV) shelters indicate that their batterer threatened,
injured, or killed famly pets. Many abusers have a history of
abusing aninmals that precedes donmestic violence toward their
partner. Hopefully the conmttee also wll discuss ways to
strengthen the application toward donestic violence cases.
Ani mal cruelty has been found to be an indicator for predicting
which children subsequently wll exhibit antisocial and/or
aggressive behavior. Serial and school killers frequently have
histories of animl abuse. She highlighted the wde ranging
support for the bill and said, “W believe that passage of
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fel ony-1evel ani mal cruelty is critical in halting the
progression of violent crine.”

M5. PUSTAY responded to the issue of proportionality wth
respect to prosecution of ani mal cruelty cases versus
prosecution of donestic violence cases. She stated the
fol | ow ng:

We believe that certainly there is an issue wth the
way donestic violence cases are being prosecuted. That
being said, ...the way the statute is witten, when you
are injuring an animal ... [by] knowingly inflicting
severe and prol onged physical pain or suffering on an
animal e see that as .. simlar to assault in the
first degree—knowingly injuring or causing injury to a
human. Assault in the first degree is .. a class A
felony. W are saying when you do it to a human it’'s a
class A felony; when you do it to an aninmal it’'s a
class C fel ony.

W do not intend to suggest that ... crinmes against
animals should be punished the sanme as crinmes against
humans, but we do want to say that it’s not acceptable
in this state.

1:57:27 PM
SENATOR McGUIRE asked if she had reviewed the record on the
animal cruelty bill that passed several years ago. At that tine

there was debate about the offense being either a m sdemeanor or
felony. She recalls that there was a conprom se, but she’s not
sure why.

M5. PUSTAY said she would again review the record and supply
that information

CHAIR FRENCH highlighted the five animal <cruelty defenses in
AS11.61.140(c) and surmsed that paragraph (5) allows the
| di tarod race.

(1) was part of scientific research governed by
accept ed standards;

(2) constituted the hunmane destruction of an ani nal
(3) confornmed to accepted veterinary or aninal
husbandry practi ces;

(4) was necessarily incidental to |awful fishing,
hunting or trapping activities;
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(5) conformed to professionally accepted training and
di sci pli ne standards.

M5. PUSTAY directed attention to the nore explicit subsection
(e) that says, “This section does not apply to generally
accepted dog nushing or pulling contests or practices or rodeos
or stock contests.”

CHAI R FRENCH opened public testinony.

2:00:12 PM

GRACE STANDBORN, Al aska Network on Donmestic Violence and Sexua

Assault (ANDVSA), stated support for SB 273 on behalf of the 19
donmestic violence prograns throughout the state. She highlighted
statistics on the relationship between animl abuse and victim
abuse. National studies indicate that over 70 percent of the
wonen entering shelters say that their animals have been
threatened, killed, or significantly harned by their batterers.

As a further neans of control, 87 percent of  Dbatterer-
perpetrated incidents of pet abuse are commtted while famly
menbers are present. Simlar studies have not been conducted in
Al aska, but anecdotal evidence indicates that simlar patterns

are prevalent. “For these reasons we are in support of this
bill,” she said.
2:01: 52 PM

SENATOR W ELECHOWNSKI relayed that in pursuing SB 273 he didn't
realize the connection between donestic violence and aninal
abuse. Wth that in mnd, he has an anmendnment for the conmittee
to consider. It says that it would be a m sdeneanor if a person
injures an animal for the purpose of intimdating, threatening,
or terrorizing another person. He asked if she would support
t hat anendnent.

M5. STANDBORN said ANDVSA supports the bill as witten, but if
there’s interest in discussing the anendnent ANDVSA would
certainly participate in and support that discussion.

2:03:07 PM

CHAVA LEE, Executive Director, Gastineau Humane Society (GHS),
expl ained that GHS has a contract with the Cty and Borough of
Juneau (CBJ) to provide aninmal control services. She oversees
animal cruelty and neglect investigations. Mst of the aninal
cruelty cases are actually neglect. Those can be resolved
t hrough education, but intentional harmng, mimng, nutilation
and torture of aninmals falls into a far different category. Over
the past 25 years a variety of studies show a definite |ink
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bet ween ani mal cruelty and human viol ence. Aninmal cruelty crines
are gruesone and the penalty should go beyond the slap on the
wrist that current |law provides. Also, animal fighting is not a
sport; it’s the epitome of a community of people that has
reduced itself to the |owest comon denom nator. “Turning a
blind eye to animal cruelty condemms all of us to the inevitable
results that cones from a society that does not protect
vul nerable living creatures,” she said.

M5. LEE asked the committee to include in the bill, a provision
to protect veterinarians and their staff when investigating and
testifying about cases of ani nmal cruelty. W t hout t hat

prof essional expertise, nost cases don't stand a chance in
court. Wthout immunity for good-faith reporting of suspected
animal cruelty, many veterinarians are unwilling to provide
testinmony that could put their livelihood and Ilicense in
j eopardy. This has happened.

2:05:48 PM
CHAI R FRENCH asked her to expound on the need for immunity for
veterinarians and which part of statute is relative.

M5. LEE explained that wunder the Veterinary Practices Act,
veterinarians are specifically prohibited from giving testinony
that would breach the relationship wth their client. A
veterinarian cannot testify against a client or about the
client’s pet without violating that privilege. Since she s been
wWth GHS she’'s seen veterinarians prosecuted for testifying, and
their licenses were jeopardized.

2:07:11 PM

SENATOR W ELECHOWEKI relayed that Representative Gardner
introduced a bill that addresses that issue.

M5. LEE said she reviewed the bill recently and didn't see the
specific language. If it is included she would encourage nenbers
to support the bill. Wen a case goes to court, the first thing

a judge asks for is the veterinarian's testinmony, and wthout
that the case goes nowhere.

2:08:12 PM

CHAIR FRENCH commented he's astonished at that because he
doesn’t believe the veterinarian client privilege is recognized
under Al aska evidentiary |aw, but “apparently it’s recognized
within their owmn sort of gild,” he said.

2: 09: 05 PM
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CHRI S ASHENBRENNER, Executive Director, Council on Donestic

Vi ol ence and Sexual Assault, said the council hasn't had the
opportunity to neet and so it hasn’t taken an official position
After the nmeeting this week she will report the outcone.

CHRI S ASHENBRENNER, donestic violence advocate, said that her
personal opinion is that people who harm animals are likely to
be harmng the people in their hones. This is a nmeans of
control. Wen she first becane an advocate she was surprised at
t he nunber of donestic violence victins who wouldn’t |eave their
homes because they were afraid their pet would be hurt. People
absolutely are controlled by the threat of heinous acts against
animals, she said. People who are hurting aninmals are likely to
be hurting people they love as well. Society says that donestic
violence is wong and it also ought to say that violence against
animals is wong. She’'d like to see that the penalties for these
crimes are enhanced across the board.

2:12: 21 PM

M5. ASHENBRENNER offered the belief that it should be a penalty
or an aggravator to hurt or threaten to hurt an aninmal in order
to coerce or intimdate a donestic partner. The penalty would
then involve the animal and the person. My opinion is based on
nmy experience as an advocate, she said. “Be aware that children
are in many of these situations, and they're learning that
behavi or by watching it.”

2:14:41 PM

CAROL KLECKNER, volunteer, Fairbanks animal shelter, said she d
really like SB 273 to pass. She pointed out that Alaska is the
dog nushing capital of the world, yet it has sone of the weakest
cruelty to animal laws in the nation. Wrking as a vol unteer she
has seen many enmaciated and mstreated dogs cone through the
shelter, but she doesn’'t recall even one cruelty case that’s

been prosecuted. She believes the borough would Ilike to
prosecute the worst cases, but its hands are tied by weak | aws.
Passing this bill will strengthen the ability to charge abusers

and set an exanple that this treatnment won't be tolerated in
Al aska.

SENATOR THERRIAULT said he isn't sure that passing this
| egislation would increase prosecutions; it would increase the
penal ty.

M5. KLECKNER replied she believes that increasing the penalty
will make it nore likely that the borough will prosecute.
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2:17:21 PM

SHANA ANDERSON, Manager and Animal Control Oficer, Valdez
Animal Shelter, said she is also past president of the Al aska
Ani mal Control Association. She said that while nost cruelty
i nvestigations are neglect cases that are resolved by educating
the pet owner, there are sone cases of intentional cruelty that
need nore stringent action. Alaska is one of seven states that
does not have felony-level animal cruelty laws. This bill wll
provide that option in the nobst horrendous cases. Alaska is
unique in its size and expanses of undevel oped |land, and state
troopers are frequently unable to find tine to deal with anima

cases. But Alaska is not unique in that it has its share of
ani mal hor di ng, physi cal abuse, torture, negl ect and
abandonnment. WMany cruelty cases don't ever make the newspaper

For exanple, last year in Valdez there were 23 reported cases of
ani mal abuse and neglect, and about six of those cases were
exanples of intentional animal cruelty. She believes that the
di fference between a nmi sdeneanor and a felony penalty is whether
there is an act of cruelty that's intentional. She also believes
that law enforcenent is able to tell the difference when
chargi ng a person under aninmal cruelty prevention.

M5. ANDERSON said it’s a well-know fact that animal cruelty is
strongly linked to other fornms of famly violence. Children who
are abused may abuse animals in return, and adults may abuse
famly pets as a way to control other famly nmenbers. Al so,
ani mal abuse can be an early sign of future crimnal behavior.
Most serial killers and school shooters have stated that they
began by torturing and killing animals. She believes that nost
people feel strongly that all types of famly violence, whether
human or animal, should carry felony penalties. Strong ani nal
cruelty laws are a first step toward stemm ng both future human
and ani mal violence in Al aska.

2:20: 30 PM
SENATOR THERRI AULT asked if the prosecutions in the Valdez
jurisdiction are state prosecutions.

M5. ANDERSON replied it depends on the severity of the case. The
police departnent has prosecuted both ways. Oten tines the
animal cruelty violations go along with other violations and the
animal cruelty is dropped, but we still try in the nost
horrendous cases to prosecute, she said. There are |ocal
ordi nances against aninmal cruelty, but they don’t carry either
m sdeneanor or felony charges. The highest penalty under the
| ocal ordinance is a $300 fine.
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SENATOR THERRI AULT asked what percentage of the aninmal cruelty
cases are charged under |ocal ordinance and under state | aw

M5. ANDERSON surm sed that npst cases are charged under |oca
ordi nance, but that would probably change if this bill were to
pass. This would provide |aw enforcenent another tool and it
woul d send a nessage that beating your dog carries a stronger
penalty than a slap on the hand. Having seen many horrendous
cases over the last 19 years, she feels very strongly about
this.

2:23:35 PM
SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI noved Amendnent 1, 25-1LS1127\ C. 1,
Luckhaupt .

AMENDMENT1

OFFERED | N THE SENATE BY SENATOR W ELECHOWSK
TG  SB 273

Page 1, following line 2:
Insert new bill sections to read:
"* Section 1. AS 11.61.140(a) is anended to read:
(a) A person conmts cruelty to animals if the
person

(1) knowingly inflicts severe and prol onged
physi cal pain or suffering on an ani nal;

(2) wth crimnal negligence, fails to care
for an animal and, as a result, causes the death of
the animal or causes severe physical pain or prol onged
suffering to the ani mal;

(3) kills or injures an animal by the use
of a deconpression chanber; [OR]

(4) intentionally kills or injures a pet or
I ivestock by the use of poison; or

(5) know ngly kills or injures an aninal
with the intent to intimdate, threaten, or terrorize
anot her person.

* Sec. 2. AS 11.61.140(b) is anended to read:
(b) Each aninmal that is subject to cruelty to
animals under (a) [(a)(1) - (4)] of this section shal
constitute a separate offense."

Page 1, line 3:

Del ete "Section 1"
| nsert "Sec. 3"
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Renunber the following bill section accordingly.

Page 1, line 5, following "(a)(2)":
I nsert "or (5)"

CHAI R FRENCH obj ected for di scussion purposes.

SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI explained that he decided to offer the
anendnent based on the testinony that approximtely 70 percent
of the wonen who report being victins of donestic violence also
report that animals in the household are abused. This is another
tool for prosecutors to use to say that it’s not acceptable to
use an animal to intimdate or terrorize soneone.

2:25:09 PM

CHAI R FRENCH rel ayed that as a former prosecutor, he knows that
injury to an animal happens with depressing regularity in the
course of a donestic violence assaults.

2:26: 07 PM

SENATOR THERRI AULT renmarked that it seens that the suggested
| anguage repeats the existing paragraph (1). He understands that
the idea is to get at the action of intimdating another person,
but “commts cruelty to animals” is the physical action that’'s
taki ng place and not necessarily the intent.

CHAI R FRENCH observed that it appears to be sonething |ess than
what's suggested by paragraph (1). He posed a hypothetical
exanple of a man who assaults his wife, kicks the dog and tells
his wife that he’'s going to treat her just like he treated the
dog. The man didn't inflict severe and prolonged physical pain
or suffering on the animal, but because of what he said to his
wife, he's increased it to the next level. He believes that’s
what the amendnment is trying to get at.

2:28:10 PM

SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI agreed that’s the idea. He added that it’s
very difficult to prove “knowingly inflicts severe and prol onged
physi cal pain or suffering” under AS11.61.140(a)(1l). Expounding
on the hypothetical exanple, he said if the nman shot the dog in
the course of fighting with his wife, that wouldn't technically
neet the requirenents of animal cruelty, but it would be
captured under the proposed anendnent. Adding the donestic
vi ol ence conponent gets at two things, he said.

2:29:43 PM
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SENATOR THERRI AULT questioned whet her the section doesn’'t bel ong
in the donestic violence part of the statutes. If taking a gun
out and shooting the dog dead doesn't trigger paragraph (1),
then it doesn’t fall under cruelty. Under the amendrment it will.

SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI responded that the bill is intended to get
at the nost heinous cases of animal cruelty, while the anmendnent
is directed nore at donestic violence. States are beginning to
do this now that the stunning correl ation between animal cruelty
and donestic violence is nore widely recogni zed.

2:32:18 PM
CHAI R FRENCH acknow edged Senator Therriault’s point and said
it’s worth debate. He can see it either way. On one hand it’s an
assault toward a person type of crime, but on the other hand
it’s the animal that’s been injured and the person who's been
frightened.

At ease from 2:32:48 PMto 2:37:32 PM

CHAIR FRENCH renoved his objection, and finding no further
obj ected, he announced that Amendnent 1 is adopt ed.

2:38: 00 PM

KIKI STIRLING owner, Thistledown Aninmal Refuge, Fairbanks, said
she and her husband have been rescuing and rehabilitating dogs
for 10 years and she supports SB 273. Alaska is one of just
seven states that doesn’'t have a felony-level charge for aninal
abuse and torture, she said. Al so, Al aska has one of the highest
rape rates, donmestic abuse rates, and nurder rates and it’'s one
of the worst animal welfare states in the nation. Al though the
bill doesn't address neglect, it is as big a problem in this
state as abuse, and in many cases the line is nearly
i ndi stinguishable. She cited an exanple of a man who beat his
dog nearly to death with a pipe. He was charged with disorderly
conduct, but not animal cruelty. “There will never be an end to
abuse, torture, or neglect if there aren’'t laws that are strong
enough or that can’t be enforced,” she said.

2:40: 10 PM

SENATOR THERRI AULT asked if she has further information as to
why the man wasn't charged.

M5. STIRLING replied she doesn't know.

SENATOR THERRI AULT said that illustrates part of his concern.
There’s a problem wth prosecutions that isn't solved by
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increasing the penalties. He wants to make sure that if the
penalty is increased, that will force people to nount a stronger
defense. He'd like to talk with Ms. Carpeneti to figure out what
the problemis as far as bringing a charge in a fairly cut and
dried case. Something’s wong there, he said.

2:41: 39 PM

SENATOR W ELECHOWNSKI said as a previous prosecutor the Chair
knows that felony cases are nore likely to be prosecuted. If the
base is a m sdeneanor, the person will probably fight the charge
because there’s no place to plead it down, but with a felony you
can plead it down to a m sdeneanor.

CHAIR FRENCH said he can see both ways. He shares Senator
Therriault’s concern about the general |ack of resources and
historically |low nunbers, but on the other hand to know ngly
inflict severe and prolonged and physical pain or suffering on
an animal is outrageous. You wonder if you don't increase the
odds of prosecution by nmaking the penalty nore severe and nore
attention getting, but the balance of the work load in the
prosecutors’ offices isn't likely to change by passing this
bill. That may be the root problem but it doesn’'t nean you
shouldn’t do the right thing just because you can’'t respond.
Perhaps the next step is to allocate nore noney to fight that
crime.

CHAI R FRENCH set SB 273 asi de for a subsequent heari ng.

There being no further business to conme before the commttee
Chair French adjourned the neeting at 2:43:19 PM
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