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ACTI ON NARRATI VE

CHAIR HOLLIS FRENCH called the Senate Judiciary Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 1:32:55 PM Present at the call to
order were Senator Welechowski, Senator Huggins, Senator
Therriault, and Chair French.

SB 112- STATUTE OF LI M TATI ON FOR SEXUAL OFFENSES

1:33: 09 PM
CHAI R FRENCH announced the consideration of SB 112. ldentifying
hi nsel f as the sponsor, he read the following into the record:

SB 112 creates a one year period in which civil action
may be brought against felony sexual assault and sex
abuse cases that are currently time barred by Al aska
statute of limtations | aws.

Al aska |aw was anended in 2001 to renove the statute
of limtations for all felony sexual assault and sex
abuse cases. Unfortunately, wth this change, one
class of wvictinse remains left out; those who were
assaulted while the old statute of limtations was in
effect. SB 112 <cures this injustice by allowng
victinmse with legitinmate clains the opportunity to have
their day in court.

Experts have found there are several reasons that a
victim especially a child, wll not report sexual
abuse right away. Nunerous studies have shown it can
take years for a victim to fully realize that they
were abused and to understand the effect the abuse has
had on their life.

Sex abuse and sex assault is illegal, regardless of
the reason it was not disclosed. SB 112 allows past
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victinms the same rights they would have under today’s
law;, the right to file suit against their perpetrators
no matter when the abuse occurred.

CHAI R FRENCH asked Dr. Sperbeck to shed light on the reasons for
the delay and the reasons many victins have difficulty speaking
out about their abuse.

1:34:51 PM

DR. DAVID SPERBECK, dinical and Forensic Psychologist and
Pedi atric Neuropsychol ogist, spoke in support of SB 112. The
hospital where he currently works adnmts several thousand
children a year and about 10 percent are sexual abuse victins.
He said from his perspective the cost of sexual abuse of
children is astronomical, in the personal arena and in terns of
the financial costs of treating these victinms. Child sexual
abuse victins are at higher risk for drug abuse, pelvic pain,
anxiety and psychiatric disorders. They are nore likely to
engage in risky behaviors, they have nore nedical diagnoses,
nor e depression, and post traumatic stress than other children.

Personally these victins are less involved in school, famly,
community and their peers. SB 112 will provide these sex assault
victimse the opportunity to pursue accountability from the
nol esters, sexual assaulters and perpetrators rather than
shifting that cost onto the state. Qpening the courthouse doors
to these victinse is very inportant; it’s been denonstrated that
hol ding these sexual perpetrators and the agencies that hire
them accountable is an inportant way of notifying a comunity
about who these people are. SB 112 levels the playing field and
permts this small group of victins sonme access to civil action.
A der crimes can and nmust be solved, and this form of renedy is
very inportant, he stated.

1:38: 36 PM

CHAIR FRENCH said he is famliar with his wirk as the state
psychiatrist, and he would see him in court testifying in
opposition to people who would assert an insanity defense.

DR. SPERBECK explained that he was the state forensic
psychol ogi st in all crim nal matters including insanity
defenses. In 1984 the State of Alaska functionally abolished the
insanity defense and for the last 20 years a big part of his
practice has been going to court and explaining that the [aw no
| onger applies in Al aska.
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CHAIR FRENCH asked him to tell about his qualifications as a
pedi atri c neuropsychol ogi st.

DR. SPERBECK sai d he exam nes children between 4 and 18 years of
age who have neurological or psychiatric disorders that warrant
hospital -l evel treatnent. They are from all over the state. A
very predictable percentage of these children are sex abuse
victins. It is very difficult to inpossible for children to talk
about this, especially at certain ages. They don't have a
| anguage for discussing or conceptualizing sex abuse so they may
not talk about it for years, if ever. They nmay be subject to
comunity ostracism and rejection if they tal k about having been
sexual |y abused by powerful persons in the comunity. “It’s
sonmething that they are psychologically incapable of discussing
at certain ages,” he stated.

CHAIR FRENCH said it's difficult for people who aren’t involved
in this field to understand why a child would not report an act
of sex assault or sex abuse.

DR, SPERBECK said it is difficult for adults to understand why a
child wouldn’t act in his or her own best interest. But it’'s
very confusing for a young person to see an ol der person who
seens to love them and who has a great deal of power or

influence in their life as sonmeone who is also abusing them
They have difficulty expressing thenselves and many predators
instill guilt and fear in the child. Those are enotions that

nmore mature adults may be able to deal with, but children often
aren’t capable of handling those enotions. Oten they don't have
a vocabulary to conpetently express what is going on. They may
act out their anxiety rather than speaking out. “Typically that
is the way it is expressed — in behavioral acting out.” Sexua
abuse in our comunity nust be stopped; it is dehumani zing and
it creates nore sexual offenders. To psychologically control
their anger, sone victins will visit the sane abuse on another
person to prove that they can control what happened to them in
t he past.

1:43:52 PM
Senat or McQuire joined the neeting.

1: 45: 08 PM

[ Name del eted from electronic mnutes at request of testifier],
representing herself, said she was born and raised in a snal
village on the Yukon River in the 1960s. She was the oldest girl
of nine children. “W had a full house.” By the age of 12 she
had adult responsibilities and acted as a surrogate parent. Both
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of her parents worked, she said. At about age 12 or 13 the
m ssionary living next door targeted her, but she was able to
fend himoff “every tine he tried to get physical. But it took a
toll.” Referring to the question of why a child wouldn't say
anything, she said consider the social and econom c status of
villages back in the 1960s. Children were not protected, and
“none of us felt that we had a safe haven for anyone to talk
to.” The m ssionary was supposed to be the protector, but he was
the tornmenter, and it really puts a child at a loss. She said
she left home to go to boarding school to be safe, and she stil

carries the guilt about |eaving her younger siblings vul nerable.

[ Del eted nane] said she didn't talk to anyone, but she feels she
is one of the lucky ones because she could fight himoff, “but I
had to fight him for nmany, many years.” It wasn’'t until she was
about 35 that she sought counseling because she had such
difficulty with communication and relationships. She renenbers
she had difficulty saying good norning to anyone when she was a
t eenager. Wien she was about 40, she knew that the m ssionary
had noved to Canada. She told an ex-teacher that he is probably
hurting other girls, but “they didn't want to believe nme about
that.” But the point is that she was about 40 years old before
she could speak to “soneone who mght have been able to do
sonet hi ng about it.”

[ Del eted nanme] said she supports the bill because she would |ike
an opportunity to get legal assistance for the people in her
village. She knows there are a |ot of people who were abused,
but they're afraid to say sonething. |If soneone provided healing
wor kshops for the community, she thinks they would be attended.
The m ssion could provide the noney. “There has been so nuch
trauma in the history of villages that we have to step out and
tal k about what happened to us so that we can prevent it from
happening to other children.” She said it is getting better and
people are beginning to be able to talk about it, but there is
still a lot of fear.

1:51:32 PM

SANDRA RUSSELL said she is a single nother who was born and
raised in Kotzebue. She is the mddle child of 10 siblings and
she is now 48 years old. At age 11 she was raped by the chief of
police who was also a good friend of her parents. “Here is
supposed to be this person who is supposed to protect me and
uphold the law, and he was also a |icensed foster parent for the
State of Alaska, and that is why | wanted to cone forward and
tell what happened to ne as a child.” She said this person wll
never be charged for the crines against her. He l|later becane a
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pastor for the Kotzebue yearly neeting, which is also known as
t he Kotzebue Friends Church. He was a pastor in other villages
and he was Dblue-ticketed from the village of Selaw ck. He had
raped other wonen in this region. She said she has gone through
her own personal hell, and it took 37 years before she was able
to say anything about this. It is nostly because there is so
much shame, and she has mxed enotions. She has attenpted
suicide twice and still has suicidal thoughts. She has battled
with alcoholism but she is now in social services hel ping other
famlies in need. She supports SB 112. She explained that there
are reasons why many victinms have not cone forward, and it has
to do with shame and guilt. “You feel dirty, and | think that’s
why we never say anything, and we never did say anything.” Wen
she found out her abuser was a foster parent, it “really pissed
nme off because | know that he could be nolesting other children
al so.”

1:55:54 PM

NELSON PAGE, speaking on his own behalf, said he is an attorney
who has worked with sexual abuse cases and he supports SB 112.

The previous speaker summarized what he has experienced in his
| aw practice. On many occasions he has spoken with people who
have been abused as children, and it takes years for them to be
able to cone forward. Sonetimes it takes decades to process what
occurred. SB 112 is intended to fill the gap in the statute of
limtations. The gap is unconscionable, he said. He described
picking a jury in a small community for a sexual abuse case of a
mnor. He had to go through 30 panelists before finding a jury
that had no personal experience with sexual abuse or had no
close relative with that experience. It is a pervasive problem
that needs to be dealt with. “Wen people are finally able to
conme forward and deal with it and try to get sone kind of |ega

redress, there shouldn’'t be these kinds of statute of
[imtations obstacles.”

1:58: 11 PM

DR. MARY GAIL FRAWEY-ODEA, Psychol ogist, said she has worked
clinically with sexual abuse survivors for over 25 years. She
has also taught and witten wdely about it. She was the only
psychiatrist invited to address the Conference of Catholic
Bi shops at their semnal neeting in 2002, which was devoted to
sexual abuse. She wants to speak to why victins don’t disclose
the abuse early in life and what factors encourage them to cone
forward wth it at sonme point. Al nost one third of all wonen and
up to one fifth of all nmen were sexually abused before the age
of 18. Most were perpetrated by famly, acquaintances, or
friends. Most victins experience serious abuse of unclothed
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genital contact, Ilike fondling or masturbation. Alnbst one
quarter of victins experience anal or vaginal penetration or
oral sex. The long-term inpacts of this abuse are psychol ogi cal
deficits and brain function disruption that can be |long |asting.
Cogni ti on, sel f est eem t he ability to form healthy
rel ati onships, and parenting are often significantly harmed by
sexual abuse. Over 80 percent of female prostitutes and nmale
hustlers have histories of sexual abuse. Sexually abused
survivors are two to three tines nore likely to nmake at |east
one serious suicide attenpt. Sonetines they die, she said. An
archbishop in Baltinore equated sexual abuse with nurder and
called it evil above all else. “Surely it is soul murder,” she
st at ed.

DR. FRAWEY-ODEA said secrecy is the cornerstone of sexual
abuse, and perpetrators may directly threaten victins to keep

them from telling. A person’s abusive foster nother said, *“If
you tell even one person that you have sex with ne, | wll tell
your younger brother that you raped me; | wll get rid of you,
and he wll become ny lover.” This victim felt he was his

brother’s protector and he would never put himin jeopardy. The
foster nother’'s threat assured secrecy, she stated. Victins may
be afraid that no one will believe themif they tell. Denial is
the nost common first reaction, which can be adaptive to victins
instead of risking rejection or scorn. Victins often care for
their abusers, she said. The victim protects the perpetrator
whil e hoping the abuser will heal and stop the abuse. The abuser
may provide for the <child in neaningful ways that nakes
di scl osure seem disloyal. An abusive teacher may also be the

only adult from whom the child receives time, interest, and
affection. Perpetrators are adept at choosing victins who are
needy. Sonme provide concrete bribes, |ike nbney and vacations,

which may make the child feel dirty and conplicit in the abuse.
One survivor was abused by a priest who took him to hockey
ganes. This man told no one about his abuse until he read that
the priest denied allegations from others. Sone survivors don’'t
di scl ose because they feel responsible for their abuse. They are
filled with self-loathing, guilt and shane. D sclosure is
del ayed because the victins’ literally turn their mnds away
from the abuse. Only later do they realize that sonmething is
wrong — perhaps when their lives seem | ess functional than their

peers. Wen the abuser is affiliated wth a religious
denom nati on, governnent agency, or school the victim may fear
that the institution will retaliate or threaten to retaliate

agai nst famly nenbers.
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Sexual abuse victinms who finally tell their secrets do so for a
nunber of reasons. Their lives may be sufficiently unworkable
that they seek therapy or counseling. It may take awhile before
their problenms are linked with the sexual abuse they suffered.
It may be even |onger before they contenplate telling famly or
friends what happened. It’s a difficult decision to identify a
famly or comunity nenbers as a sexual abuser. People often
respond by supporting the perpetrator, she stated. Wen two
famlies went to court in Phoenix over a priest nolesting their
daughters, they had their tires slashed and they received death
threats. Understandably, survivors hesitate to disclose their
abuse wi dely when they face scorn and ridicule and there is no
hope of bringing accountability to the perpetrator. SB 112 give
survivors notivation to take the risk

The desire survivors have to protect others and provi de support
for other victins of their abuser can not be underestimted. One
survivor confronted her parents about the abuse her father
perpetrated only when her father was designated as a child care
resource for her brother’s baby. The victim of priest abuse
menti oned previously cane forward only to support other victins
who had spoken out. SB 112 allows survivors to hold their
perpetrators accountable and is crucial in enmpowering survivors
to use their voices to help others by publicly identifying
sexual predators.

DR. FRAWLEY- ODEA said that representatives from various
organi zations will oppose SB 112, but it’s inportant to renenber
that less than half of all abusers perpetrate through their
association wth a school, chur ch, daycare or soci al
organi zation. This bill is for every sexual abuse survivor. |If
this bill passes she hopes that legislators will remnd the
media and the public that the victins of parents, grandparents,
siblings, neighbors, and friends of the famly now have an
opportunity to validate others by identifying their sexual
abuser. Organi zations that have responded adequately to sexua
abusers have no reason to speak against the bill; they should
support it given its potential to help heal survivors while
protecting potential victins, she stated.

2:07: 09 PM

SENATOR McGUI RE asked how many other states have adopted siml ar
| egislation. There is no statute of limtations for nurder, and
when Dr. Frawl ey-Odea cal |l ed sexual abuse a soul-nurder, “that’s
exactly what | think it is.” It’s logical that there are many

barriers for why a sexual abuse survivor nmay not speak up in a
certain time period.
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DR. FRAWEY-ODEA said she knows California had a one-year
wi ndow, and Mai ne may be considering it now.

CHAIR FRENCH said he wunderstands that California passed a
simlar bill in 2000, and Wsconsin, Wshington D.C., Del aware,
Mai ne, Pennsylvania, OChio, Illinois, and ldaho are all working
on simlar |egislation.

SENATOR HUGA NS asked if she makes any punishnent corollaries
with murder since she correlates this crime to nurder

DR. FRAWEY-ODEA said it is horrifying when these perpetrators
get caught, which only a small mnority are, but they typically
get very light sentences. They should have |ong sentences
because they have extrenely high recidivism rates, and often
they cannot be cured or stopped. They wusually don't have
renmorse, and when they are allowed out in the public, they wll
re-offend. The advantage of this bill is that they wll be
identified, so even if they are not prosecuted, people can know
their nanes. Sone work in daycare centers, she warned.

2:09: 57 PM
CHAIR FRENCH clarified that crimnal statutes were nodified to
renove the statute of limtations going forward for crimnal

prosecutions of sex abuse of a mnor. You can’t do that
retrospectively, you can’'t go back and change the statute of

limtations for a crime in the past. It’s an expos facto
problem It can probably be done for a statute dealing wth
suing for noney, but there will be a constitutional challenge.
“I believe it wll survive that challenge,” he said. But it is

not about putting soneone in jail.

SENATOR HUGA NS said sone states are retaining people in custody
after their rel ease date because of recidivism

2:11:17 PM

DR. FRAWEY-ODEA said it is crucial to have sonme way to track
these people once they are released from prison —if they even
go to prison. For the nobst part these people will do it again,

she st at ed.
SENATOR HUGGE NS asked about |ie detector tests.
DR. FRAWLEY- ODEA said there was an interesting study in Oegon

where people participated in a polygraph interview, subsequent
to a clinical i ntervi ew. Under the clinical i ntervi ew,
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perpetrators acknowl edge having one to two victins each, and
under pol ygraph that nunber went up to el even, on average. Under
the clinical interview they admtted to abusing girls, but under
t he polygraph alnost all adnmitted to abusing boys as well. Under
clinical interview, 65 percent said they were abused as
children, which is the clinical nores, but wunder the other
interview it went down to about 30 percent. She interprets this
as perpetrators being skilled in getting synpathy. They know
they will get a better deal if they are viewed as victinms. The
clinical percentage may be too high, she concl uded.

2:14:27 PM

JOELLE CASTEI X, Sout hwest Regional Director, Survivor’s Network
of those Abused by Priests (SNAP), said she is an accidental
pi oneer and an exanple of why SB 112 and its civil w ndow are
essential to the safety of children in Alaska. The California
w ndow has saved thousands of <children from abuse; exposed
predators across the state, nmany of whom are still abusing;
hel ped |aw enforcenent put predators behind bars; and hel ped
hundreds of children who were abused and discarded before being
given their day in court. A civil window is the only way that
many serial nolesters in Al aska can be exposed, and how Al aska
children can be safer right now The U S. federal court in San
Diego did find the | aw constitutional.

M5. CASTI EX said because she was able to sue the diocese and the
abuser with that civil w ndow, she was able to expose Dr. Thomas
Hodgman and to get docunents proving he was a nolester. Those
docunments were hidden from her for 17 years while she was told
that the abuse never took place. She was able to take the
docunents and alert the community that it was harboring a
nol ester and a crimnal —a crimnal that was given a free pass
by the Catholic Church. Wthout the l|egal system she would
never have been able to expose him or keep other girls from
experiencing the sane situation.

MS. CASTI EX spoke of two of the worst pedophiles in California,
former priests Mchael Baker and M chael Wnpe. Father Roger
Mahony fought all the way to the U 'S. Suprene Court to keep
their personnel files secret even after he acknow edged that he
know Baker was abusing kids. Because of the civil w ndow,
victinms of both of these nen were able to pursue their cases.
Then younger victins who would have never had the courage to
cone forward, reported their current abuse to |aw enforcenent.
They had solid evidence that led to the arrest of both nen. They
are now behind bars and that would never have happened w thout
the civil wndow, she stated. If the victins had naned them
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publicly wthout the backing of the courts, the abusers could
have sued for slander. The nedia would have ignored the clains
and nore kids could have suffered. They are only two of the many
perpetrators exposed in the civil wndow who are now being
pursued by |aw enforcenent. For the first time victins could use
the legal system to nmake sure that what happened to them
woul dn’t happen to another child.

M5. CASTIEX said she was a vulnerable child from an al coholic
home. Her high school and church were her sanctuaries, but 11
men at the school were credibly accused and/or sued for abuse.
Docunents were released for all of them as a result of this
civil window She |earned that the abuse was 100 tines worse
t han anyone had known, and the victins were vindicated and able
to warn others. She said she was nol ested over a two-year period
by choir director Thomas Hodgman, starting when she was 15. He
threatened to kill her if she told, and that no one would
believe her anyway. She went to school officials and they did
not hi ng. She becane pregnant and had an abortion that still
af fects her everyday. She al so has vaginal warts.

M5. CASTIEX suffered for the next ten years and watched her
not her kill herself with alcohol over the pain and shane of what
happened to her daughter. She said she lost all high school
friends and trusted no one. She suffered from bad rel ationships
and suicidal thoughts. She hated herself, but finally decided to
heal to spite the people who had hurt and abandoned her. In 2001
she contacted the diocese to volunteer to help it address the
sexual abuse crisis. She was offered a seat on the diocese |ay-
review board to show the county that there was no other abuse.
She honestly thought she could nmake a difference. But the six
nmont hs she was on the commttee it did not review a single case
and it was told to ignore press reports. There were no notes
taken during the neeting. “We were a puppet wth no power, no
credibility, and no neans to protect children, and that was how
the diocese wanted it.” She stepped down from the conmttee and
filed a lawsuit during the one-year civil w ndow.

M5. CASTIEX said after two years of nediation and stalling, 87
cases against the diocese were settled for $100 million, which
was just a slap on the wist. The diocese was debt free |ess
than a year later. In May 2005, nost of the docunents regarding
the civil cases were released to the public and the furor was
overwhelmng. It showed the church knew about abuse and the
official didn’'t care. People were transferred, asked to resign
and quietly hidden. “An entire generation of children was
destroyed to protect a few nen from scandal.” She said no one
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can call her a liar anynore, and no one can tell her it was her
fault. Grls will now be safer from Thomas Hodgman because of a
law |'i ke SB 112.

M5. CASTIEX said the docunents were not exposed until the
[ awsui t, and she knows that simlar docunents exist in Al aska.
She spoke of all the signed docunments in her case. Only the
truth will protect children. The church in Alaska, wth its
opposition to this bill, probably doesn’'t care enough. But SB
112 does care. People were able to expose 150 perpetrators that
the church had tried to hide and rings of priest shuffling
between California, |daho, Arizona, Alaska, and Oregon were also
exposed. Now there are nunmerous perpetrators under crim nal
investigation. In conclusion, SB 112 is inportant because it
al l ows survivors of sexual abuse to use the tried-and-true | egal
system to help keep children of today safe from abuse. It aids
|aw enforcenment to prosecute nolesters by wunearthing hidden
evi dence at no cost to the taxpayer. It forces all organizations
to beef up child protection policies.

2:25:58 PM
SENATOR McCGUI RE t hanked her said she is very proud of her.

2:26:50 PM

ELSIE BOUDREAU said her Yupik nane is Apugen; she is the
youngest daughter of the late Edgar and Theresa Francis of St
Mary's, the granddaughter of the late Alfred and Florence
Francis of Pilot Station, and the |late George and Martha Apengen
Peterson of dd Andreafsky. She thanked Chair French for
introducing SB 112 not only as a survivor of childhood sexua
abuse, but also as an advocate for those have not yet cone
forward. She is advocating for those who are unable to speak
about the crinme that was commtted against them when they were
children. This is “a nmeager attenpt to nake a difference in the
life of even just one child.”

M5. BOUDREAU said she was 10 years old when she boarded a pl ane
to None to spend the summer with her oldest sister. Al 1 knew
before that day was ny friends, ny famly and life in the
village so Nome was a big city. She said her abuser was a
priest, a famly friend, and a father figure who she had every
reason to trust. Hi s nane was Father Poole, or Jimas her sister
and brother-in-law called him

She can renenber the fist tinme she was sexually abused, but at

the time she didn't know what it was called. She and a coupl e of
friends were called into Father Poole’'s office. “He lined us up
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against the wall and started asking us questions.” He told ne |
was nuch nmore mature than the other girls and that’s when it
started. | sat on his lap and he would French kiss ne. He would
tell me that he was my brother, father, friend and |over. She
has since had nenories of nore detailed incidents and she knows
that it was too painful to remain in her body. “I was raped by
this priest, this man of God.”

She was plagued by this priest every summer until she was 19 at
which time she wote hima letter stating that she never wanted
to be alone wth him again. That is when ny healing began, she
stated. She put it all behind her not knowing that she had the
right to file a suit against the priest or the Church and
w thout knowng that the statute of Ilimtations clock was
ticking. But when her daughter turned 10 she could no |onger
shield the truth from her consciousness. Mny victins do not
cone forward until they are in their 30s, 40s or 50s.

SB 112 takes into account the nature of sexual abuse and woul d
allow for victins to have their day in court. “1I would recognize
the power inbalance between child victinse and the adult
perpetrators and those institutions that enable such crines to
continue.” Wen she filed her civil suit she found out that the
Church hierarchy knew that Father Poole “had problens with young
girls.” Instead of addressing the problem the Church noved him
around to further abuse. He was renoved from nministering only
after she filed suit, but that was too late for the five girls--
now wonen--who have since cone forward after years of silence.

M5. BOUDREAU showed pictures of other girls who were sexually
abused and inpregnated by Father Poole. The girl who becane
pregnant was told to blame it on her father and she did that. He
served tinme in jail. “This is not okay,” she stated. Al aska has
the highest rate of child sexual abuse in the nation and that
has been the reality for far too long. Too nmany children have
had their chil dhood stolen by an adult perpetrator.

SB 112 is about deterring future wong doing. |It’s about
protecting our children and grandchildren. If such a |aw had
been in place when she was 10, nmybe one of Father Poole’'s
earlier victinms would have conme forward and she wouldn’'t have
had to endure the sex abuse. Mybe she wouldn’'t have suffered
from depression, mybe she wouldn’'t have had relationship
i ssues, and maybe she wouldn’'t have had to deal with feelings of
shane, gquilt, fear, terror, and inferiority. Now she works as a
victim advocate and she has spoken to close to 100 child sex
abuse victinms in Al aska. Many wonder what their |ife would have
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been like if they hadn’t been sexually abused. Many just w sh
that the pain would go away, |ike they have a death w sh. Many
have taken action and are no longer with us; they are no |onger
able to speak the truth, she said. Mst of the victins she has
spoken with say they canme forward so no one else has to go
t hrough what they did.

She comended Chair French for <creating an incentive that
enables victinmse to publicly expose predators, to expose
institutions that enable predators, that enforces accountability
and an incentive that enforces and encourages abuse prevention.

2:37: 03 PM

JAMES NIKSIK SR from the village of St Mchael said he was
sexual |y abused by a deacon. Once he tried to tell his father
and he was whipped. He was told he was “lying about a person
that works for God” because they don't do that. That’'s why |
woul dn’t say anything to anybody, he said. It’s difficult to
tal k about this because it hurts a lot, but the reason he wants
to speak in support of SB 112 is to deter future abuses such as
his. It will also bring justice to what happened to him and to
others in the past.

MR NKSIK SR said he’'s heard before that if you get the
village elders to follow you, then everyone else wll follow
behind. “Native people are spiritual.” They are easily converted
to religion. He was an alter boy in the Catholic Church and his
abuse happened in the church during catechism Wen the deacon
wanted to have sex with you he would use his finger and scratch
your palm during the handshake for peace. “Nobody could see
that,” he said.

He wondered why he had a deep rage that cane out when he drank

he would [ ash out and hurt sonmeone--last tinme it was ny wife. He
has had no formal counseling, but the abuse affected him
greatly. It hurt inside. He abuses alcohol to hide the pain and
the shane and that has caused himto cycle in and out of jail.
Then | saw Ken Russa’'s ad in the Nonme Nugget, he stated. Wen he
told M. Russa about his abuse by a deacon it felt as though
something was |ifted and he began to understand why he felt this
rage. “It was because | couldn’t do anything. | was a snall boy
and he was a big man.”

My parents were devout Catholics, who never drank any al cohol so
he thought he’d be like them but because of what happened he
abuses alcohol and other drugs. He has tried to forgive the
Church for bringing that deacon to his village, but thus far he
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hasn’t been successful in forgiving. Wat happened to him as a
child changed his life. “It made ne a different person and
sonetimes | wish | could be a totally different person than what
| amtoday.” He tried to be strong and not cry, but being strong
isnt the answer. Letting the hurt out is the answer and he
hopes that SB 112 passes so that justice can be done for hinself
and the many others who have been abused. Many of the others who

this deacon abused are like ne; they are still hurting, he
st at ed.

2:45: 26 PM

EDWARD KELLY said he supports SB 112. He was abused and his
nmot her told himto say nothing bad about a priest. “I know now
that not all priests are good people.” But it wasn't until he

was 29 years old that he found that self medication with al coho
was not working. He read that the Yukon Delta has the highest
rate of sexual abuse and as the father of six kids he questions
what is being done to protect our children. He doesn’t want his
children to resort to alcohol, but what happened to him could
happen to them He said he heard a ot of truth in the previous
testinmonies and he doesn’t want anybody to try to adjust their
life to sonmething they couldn’t know better from He said he had
to cone face to face with sone things, but even at the age of 29
he couldn’t deal with sexual abuse. SB 112 is inportant for our
children’s safety and our children’s children's safety; it can
contribute to that. “Their lives are inportant,” he enphasi zed.

2:49: 53 PM
CHAI R FRENCH advi sed that he agreed to hold SB 112 so that both
sides have an opportunity to testify before it [|eaves the
comm ttee.

SENATOR THERRI AULT noted the fiscal note from the Departnent of
Law and asked if the commttee staff would inquire about a
fiscal note fromthe court system

SENATOR McGUI RE thanked the testifiers who cane forward to tell
their stories of victimzation for the benefit of others. They
have just revealed the deepest part of their lives. It is very
brave and it did not go unnoticed, she stated.

SB 84- TESTI NG & PACKAG NG OF Cl GARETTES

2:51: 23 PM
CHAI R FRENCH announced t he consi derati on of SB 84.
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SENATOR McGUI RE notioned to adopt Version O conmittee substitute
for SB 84, |abeled 25-LS0596\ 0O as the working docunent.

CHAIR FRENCH articulated the reason the bill was held over was
to look into the explicit references to New York |law. One such
exanple is on page 6, line 4. He and several other nenbers
researched that point and although he has sone qualns, it is
apparent that New York is becomng the de facto leader in this
subject. It’s a sort of bargain that states are making with the
tobacco industry to have one nationw de standard in the absence
of federal action. His initial concerns have been reduced, he
sai d.

2:52:51 PM
SENATOR McGUI RE notioned to report CSSB 84(JUD) from conmittee
wi th individual recomrendati ons and attached fiscal note(s).

2:53: 04 PM

SENATOR W ELECHOWBKI stated that subsequent to his expression of
concern about wusing New York statutes, he received sone very
hel pful information. Currently eight other states explicitly
reference the New York fire-safety standards for cigarettes,
which gives him a degree of confort. He weighed the interest in
protecting the way Alaska |laws are crafted against the interest
industry has in having a consistent standard and he has no
obj ection to passing the bill al ong.

CHAIR FRENCH announced that w thout objection, CSSB 84(JUD)
moves from commttee.

There being no further business to conme before the commttee
Chair French adjourned the neeting at 2:53:54 PM
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