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COW TTEE CALENDAR

C vics Education Taskforce Final Report
PREVI QUS COMM TTEE ACTI ON

No previous action to record.

W TNESS REG STER

DI ANE KELLER

Civics Education Taskforce Menber

Mayor of Wasilla

Wasi |l a, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Read comments fromthe taskforce.

VI CKI OITE

Ci vics Education Taskforce Menber

Anchor age, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Spoke to the inportance of inproved civic
educat i on.

JONATHAN KATCHER

Civics Education Taskforce Menber

Anchor age, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Discussed the taskforce’s recomrendati ons.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

CHAIR BETTYE DAVIS called the joint neeting of the Senate
Heal t h, Education and Social Services Standing Cormittee and the
Senate Special Committee on Education and the House Health,
Education and Social Services Standing Conmttee to order at
3:08:48 PM Present at the call to order were Senators Bettye
Davi s, Joe  Thonas, Charlie  Huggins and Donald d son;
Representatives Peggy WIson, Bob Roses, Ws Keller, Anna
Fai rcl ough and Berta Gardner. Senators Kim Elton and Fred Dyson
and Representative Paul Seaton arrived shortly thereafter.

Civi ¢ Educati on Taskforce Final Report

3:10: 21 PM

CHAI R DAVI S announced the commttees would hear from the C vics
Education Taskforce. She introduced Diane Keller, Jonathon
Katcher, Vicki Ote and Carl Rose, director of the Association
of Al aska School Boards.
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3:11: 04 PM
Representati ve Seaton and Senator Elton joined the neeting.

REPRESENTATI VE FAI RCLOUGH told nenmbers that M. Ote is a
teacher at Gruening Mddle School in her honme town, Eagle River,
Al aska.

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER told nenbers that Ms. Keller is his Myor
and they are not rel ated.

3:12: 36 PM
DI ANE KELLER, Taskforce Menber and Mayor of Wasilla, read the
foll owi ng conments into the record:

Thank you for the opportunity to serve on the Citizens
Advi sory Taskforce on G vics Education. Again, ny nane

is Diane Keller and | am the mayor for the Cty of
Wasilla. Wasilla has a strong nmayor form of governnent
whi ch keeps nme very busy because | am the CEO for

Wasilla. One aspect | take very seriously about ny job
is the opportunity to interact with children in our
community and teach them about civic education and ask
t hem what that neans to them

| share with them that for nore than 250 years,
Aneri cans have shared a vision of a denocracy in which
al | citizens understand, appr eci at e, and engage
actively in civic and political Ilife. In recent
decades, however, increasing nunbers of Anericans have
di sengaged from civic and political institutions such
as voluntary associations, religious congregations,
comuni ty-based organi zati ons, and political and
el ectoral activities such as voting and being inforned
about public issues. Young people reflect these
trends. They are less l|likely to vote and are |ess
interested in political discussions and public issues
than either their older counterparts or young people
of past decades. As a result, nmany young Anericans nmay
not be prepared to participate fully in our denocracy
now and when they becone adults.

Recogni zing that individuals do not automatically
beconre free and responsible citizens but nust be
educated for citizenship, scholars, judges, teachers,
civic |leaders, l|local, state and federal policynakers
have with the encouragenent of the President of the
United States, called for new strategies that can
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capitalize on young people’s idealism and their
commtment to service and voluntari sm whil e addressing

their di sengagenent from political and civic
institutions. One of the nobst prom sing approaches to
increasing young people’s informed engagenent is

school - based civi ¢ educati on.

A few reasons why schools are such an inportant venue
for civic education are:

It is critical for the future health of our
denocracy that all young people, including
those who are usually marginalized, be
know edgeabl e, engaged in their communities
and in politics, and comritted to the public
good.

Encouragi ng the devel opnent of civic skills
and attitudes anong young people has been an
important goal of education and was the
primary inpetus for originally establishing
publ i ¢ school s.

Schools are best equipped to address the
cognitive aspects of good citizenship, civic
and political know edge, and related skills
such as critical thinking and deli beration.

Schools are comunities in which young
people learn to interact, debate, and work
t oget her wi th ot hers, an i nport ant
foundation for future citizenship.

3:14: 52 PM
Representative Berta Gardner joined the commttees.

3:15:50 PM
Senat or Dyson joi ned the neeti ng.

3:16:25 PM

VI CKI OITE, Teacher of Anmerican History and Civics at G uening
M ddl e School and Menber, G tizens’ Advisory Taskforce on G vics
Education, said that she and 58 others from 13 countries were
sworn in as Anmerican citizens last Friday at 11:00 am at the
federal court house in Anchorage. In order to becone a citizen
she had to fill out many fornms, pay a $200 fee, reveal persona
informati on about herself, present I|egal docunents, be finger
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printed, subnmit to a character investigation by the FBI, take a
test on American History and Governnment, undergo a personal
interview to assess her ability to speak, read and wite in
English, surrender all of her foreign travel docunents, and
renounce princes, sovereigns and potentates. Finally she pledged
an oath to defend the Constitution of the United States.

She said her students followed her progress and they had a
nunmber of discussions about the process. She asked them what
they had to do to becone citizens, and they answered “nothing.”
She chall enged them to name something in their daily lives that
was not affected by the local, state or federal governnent and
offered a $1 incentive if they could provide an exanple. None of
them could conme up wth an answer because there wasn't one.
Because the role of governnent is so inportant, she adm nistered
the sane test to them that she had to take, wusing the study
gui de provided to her by U S. Custonms and Immgration. They did
very poorly, but she assured the commttees that by the end of
the current school year, her students would understand the val ue
and the responsibility of citizenship. She highlighted her
coommitment to the inportance of civic education with a quote
from Kofi Annan:

“No one is born a good citizen; no nation is born a
denocracy. Rather, both are processes that continue to
evolve over a lifetime. Young people nust be included
frombirth.”

3:20: 39 PM

JONATHAN KATCHER, Menber, Citizens’ Advisory Taskforce on G vics
Education, said he had a report from the taskforce with sone
recommendati ons he hoped the |egislature would consider for next
year. He related a story about his teenage daughter, whose
ei ghth grade class was asked by their social studies teacher to
wite an essay. Her essay becane part of an endeavor put on by
the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW and she won the Spenard
Award, then the state award, and then fourth place in the United
States for her essay about citizenship. The point he was making
was that nost parents and students in the state are unaware of
the program and its potential rewards. Consequently the students
do not benefit, and the VFW does not get the nmaxi mum benefit
from its program The task force recommended coordinating the
various progranms that VFW and other civic organizations have to
of fer.

3:23:38 PM
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MR. KATCHER said it's nore than teaching <civics in the
classroom it is having statew de opportunities that pronote and
encourage people to be active participants in this civilization.
These progranms encourage students to be good, civic-mnded
adul ts.

The taskforce recommended an effort through the Departnent of
Education and the Lieutenant Governor’'s Ofice to coordinate
these prograns around the state. They would like to see the
devel opnent of standards for <civic education; assistance for
| ocal school districts with the devel opnment of curriculum and
prof essi onal devel opnent prograns for civic education teachers
around the state.

The centerpiece of the effort would be an Alaska Council on
Civic Learning and a Coordinator for G vic Learning. The counci
woul d be through the Lieutenant Governor’s office and woul d work
t hrough the Coordinator for Cvic Learning in the Departnent of
Education to bring all of the various organizations together to
maxi m ze and facilitate the prograns that they believe would
pronote and enhance civic educati on.

3:26:30 PM

MR. KATCHER closed by saying this is the nobst exciting year in
politics since 1968. At the sane tine there has been corruption
going on that could lead people to a degree of cynicism that
woul d be underm ning. The decision he felt they needed to nake
was whether to let the cynicism and Ilack of involvenent
continue, or to capitalize on the current political notivation.

3:27:49 PM
MAYOR KELLER rem nded everyone that the young people today woul d
be filling their shoes soon. She maintained that civic education

should start very young, through the famly, and be reinforced
through the schools. She offered the following quote from John
Dewey:

“Denbcracy needs to be reborn in each generation and
education is its mdwife. Wen we fail to educate our
chil dren about hi story and our representative
denocracy, we niss an opportunity to enrich our
childrens lives. W also mss an opportunity to
enrich our country through their involvenent. CQur
responsibility is to teach our children the American

story. We nust instill in our young people a deep and
abi di ng under st andi ng and appreciation of our
heritage.”
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Al askan educators, students, and community menbers place a high
val ue on neaningful civic learning in our schools, yet research
both statewide and nationally shows a steady decline in the
attention paid to advancing civic |earning opportunities. As the
research from the Final Report of the A aska G vic Learning
Assessnent Project indicates, the state of civics know edge and
awar eness anong Alaskans is not what it should be. Young
Al askans will not learn the privileges and responsibilities of
citizenship unless we teach them W hope that through the
research and recomendations included in this report, we can
help elevate the inportance of educating for citizenship in
Al aska and ensure that our young people have what they need to
coomit to a life-long civic engagenent. The strength of our
denocracy and the health of our community demand no | ess.

In closing, Mayor Keller offered a quote from Thomas Jefferson

“The qualifications for self-governnent are not
innate. They are the results of habit and [|ong
training.”

3:30: 20 PM
MAYOR KELLER thanked the committee for its support of HCR 6 and
for the opportunity to present their reconmendati ons.

3:30: 44 PM
CO- CHAIR DAVIS said she hoped the legislature would be able to
do sonething wth the program next year.

CO CHAIR WLSON asked when the taskforce was organized and how
| ong they had been working on their recomendati ons.

MAYOR KELLER said their first neeting was in Septenber 2007 and
they nmet four times in Anchorage.

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER recal | ed a roundtabl e discussion on civic
engagenment at the University of Alaska, and asked if the
taskforce nenbers participated init.

MAYOR KELLER said she did not.

3:32:40 PM

M5. OITE said they didn’t even know about the roundtable, and
felt that was an illustration of the need for a coordinated
appr oach.
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There being no further business to cone before the commttee,
Co- Chair Davis adjourned the neeting at 3:35:46 PM
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