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W TNESS REG STER

DR. DAVI D LOGAN, DDS
Juneau, AK
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported the CS for SB 239.

DR PETE H GA NS, DDS
Anchor age, AK
PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 239.

DAVID L. EICHLER, DMD, President
Al aska Board of Dental Exam ners

SENATE HES COW TTEE -1- February 15, 2008



North Pole, AK
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 239.

DR. M KE BOOTH, DDS
Anchor age, AK
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 239.

DR DAN PITTS, DDS
Sol dot na, AK
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 239.

DR. MARK PRATER, DDS
Wasilla, AK
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 239.

PHYLLI S PENDERGRAST, DDS
Fai r banks, AK
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 239.

CATHERI NE REARDON, Staff to Senator Thonmas
Juneau, AK
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Provided a sectional analysis of CSSB 239/ e.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

CHAIR BETTYE DAVIS called the Senate Health, Education and
Social Services Standing Commttee neeting to order at 2:33:23
PM Present at the call to order were Senators Thomas, Elton,
Davi s

SB 239- DENTI STS & DENTAL ASSI STANTS

CHAI R DAVI S announced SB 239 for consi deration.

2:34:27 PM

SENATOR THOVAS presented his sponsor statenment and a brief
overview. SB 239 would inprove the efficiency of dental care and
reduce treatnment costs by expanding the functions dental
assistants are pernmitted to perform It would allow a certified
dental assistant to place fillings into a cavity prepared by a
licensed dentist and to polish teeth that are already clean of
tartar. He noted that dental assistants are not «currently
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regul ated by the state. They work very closely with dentists,
who are responsible for nonitoring the quality of their work.

2:38:11 PM

DR. DAVID LOGAN, Doctor of Dental Surgery (DDS), Juneau AK
requested the commttee adopt the changes in the CS for SB
239.He said this is a bill about access to care in rural areas
and for the wunderserved. He explained that it is difficult
children to be seen by a dentist or hygienist for a cleaning
because, in Alaska the Medicaid reinbursenent for a child
cleaning is $48.00 and the average hourly salary for a hygieni st
is $54.00. They are |ooking for avenues to resolve the problem
using the available I|abor pool and dental assistants are a
| ogi cal choice. They would be trained and certified to perform
the task, so it would be safe and cost-effective. He noted that
it is already done in many ot her states.

The restorative function would primarily serve the rural areas
for itinerant teans noving in. The dentists would nunb the
patients, work with the assistants to prepare the teeth, and the
assistants would do the fillings. The dentists would return to
check their work afterward to nake sure everything has been done
properly. This would provide a trenendous increase in service,
from70 to 100 percent.

2:41: 04 PM

SENATOR COANDERY joined neeting the neeting via tel econference
and asked how this addressed the concerns that cropped up from
prior proposals.

DR. LOGAN said he did not understand the question and asked what
concerns the senator was referring to.

SENATOR COWDERY responded that there were concerns that cropped
up from prior proposals regarding expanded duties of dental
assistants and he wondered whether all of them had been
addr essed.

CHAIR DAVI S explained that this is the first hearing of the bil
and suggested that Senator Cowdery might be referring to a bil
on dental hygienists that had already passed the commttee.

DR. PETE HHGA NS, DDS, said the bill would help in rural areas
and with elderly care. Al aska Dental Qutreach Corporation (ADOC)
is a nonprofit organization put together by the Al aska Dental
Society to get dentists out in field with assistants, and this
would allow them to see nore patients in the villages, where
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they have limted capacity. He noted that the federal governnent
has certified assistants for expanded duties for years and one
of his assistants had been certified in California. The
Anchorage and Fairbanks Hygi eni st Associations were working with
them on training, and he was confident that the board could put
together a good certification program He felt the bill was |ong
overdue and strongly supported passage.

2:45: 41 PM
SENATOR ELTON asked about the training his assistant received
for certification in California.

DR H GGENS said she trained for 16 nonths because she started
from scratch and had to take the core courses as well. 1In
California one can pick and choose what areas one wants to
expand into, but they would prefer to limt it cleaning and

fillings here in Al aska. He was not sure how |long that training
woul d be.
2:47:11 PM

DAVID L. El CHLER, DIVD, President, Al aska Board of Denta
Exam ners supported the bill.

SENATOR ELTON asked whether a dental assistant is nore highly
trained than a dental hygienist or vice versa.

DR ElI CHLER answered no, hygienists typically study for 3 to 5
years; assistants receive on-the-job training, although there
are some continuing education courses available at University of
Al aska Fai r banks.

2:50:11 PM

DR MKE BOOTH, Dentist, thought the bill wuld be a great
advantage to the children of state because dentists tend to be
old, male and grouchy; hygienists tend to be highly educated, a
little older and very expensive; dental assistants are usually
young wormen who look a lot like mom which may be a lot |ess
stressful for them

DR DAN PITTS, Dentist, Soldotna AK, spoke in favor of SB 239. He
had been practicing for 30 yr practice, the first 6 of which
were in the villages of Toke, Tetlin and Northway. This isn't a
new idea. He was trained to work wth expanded-duty dental
assistants 30 yrs ago and it has continued to be commobn practice
i n many st ates.
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DR. MARK PRATER, Dentist, said he had practiced in the state for
31 years in Anchorage, Kotzebue, Anblin and Wasilla, so he was
famliar with the problens of access to care in the villages.

2:54:15 PM

He could see that passing this bill would be of great benefit to
people in the rural areas, to bring them adequate care. He added
his support for passage of SB 239.

PHYLLI S PENDERGRAST, Dentist, Fairbanks AK, said she had been
practicing in Al aska for 30 years, acted as president of the
dental board, president of the Alaska Dental Society, and
presi dent of the Western Regi onal Exami ning Board. For the first
seven years she worked in villages, including four years in
Gal ena. She felt privileged to work with several extended-duty
dental assistants who would place amal gam and conposite, chair
side reversible filling materials, in teeth after she had
prepared them They were skilled, very professional, and good
with the patients. One of her assistants graduated from school
in ldaho and was certified to place amal gans and conposites.
Anot her of her staff helped start the dental assisting program
in Fairbanks and actually practices placing amalgans in
dentiform teeth. That program could be expanded. The use of
expanded function dental assistants could help to solve the bush
probl em and possibly a statew de shortage of dentists and dental
per sonnel .

2:58:12 PM

SENATOR THOVAS npved CSSB 239, referred to as Version e, be
adopted as the working docunent. There being no objection, the
nmotion carried.

CATHERI NE REARDON, Staff to Senator Thomas, provided a brief
analysis of the bill. Page 1, paragraph B, line 9 authorizes an
assistant to perform coronal polishing only on teeth wthout
cal culus and under direct supervision. She enphasized that this
should not be confused with full cleaning, it is just the |ast
step. It would also give the board the authority to establish
fees and renewal and continui ng education requirenents.

The second part, at the bottom line [page] one, covers
certification for packing a cavity wth filling after the
dentist has drilled it out. Specific training requirenments are
detailed at the top of Iline [page] two, including successful

conpletion of a program accredited by the Conmm ssion on Denta
Accreditation of the American Dental Association or other course
approved by the board; and passage of the Wstern Regional
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Examining Board's restorative exam nation or other equivalent
exam nation approved by the board wthin the five years
precedi ng the dental assistant’s certification application.

The next section lists what a dentist nmay delegate to a dental
assistant and is broken into two sections: what may be del egated
under indirect supervision what my be del egated under direct
supervi sion. Those terns are defined at the end of the bill.

Because dental assistants were not in statute previously, the

bill sets out things that they are already permtted to do under
i ndirect supervision. That list begins on page 2, line 18 and
includes such tasks as: X-rays, application of topical

preventative agents (fluoride) or pit and fissure seal ants.

3:04:27 PM
Al t hough other duties may be approved by the board under direct
supervision, they <cannot include <certain items under the

hygi eni st statute 08.32.110, such as anesthesia, even if the
board decided to allowit.

M5. REARDON finished by saying that additional ternms are defined

at the end of the bill. She pointed out that the only reference
to “dental assistant” in statute was in 08.32.110 (d) and would
no | onger be needed if this bill were to pass, so it is repeal ed
inthis bill.

3:07:57 PM

SENATOR ELTON returned to the programs accredited by the
commi ssion on the top of page two, paragraph (2) where it says
“...or the dental assistant has |egal authorization from another
state or jurisdiction....” He warranted that another state nmay
have standards or requirenents that are |less stringent than the
state of Alaska's, and it seenmed odd to him that we would be
willing to accept that. He asked if he was msreading that
par agr aph.

M5 REARDON answered that he was not msreading it.

SENATOR THOVAS said he believed it would have to be an
equi val ent exam approved by the board, so the board would have
to approve it.

3:11: 28 PM

SENATOR THOVAS noved to report CSSB 239(HES) version E from
commttee with individual recomendations and attached fiscal
note(s). There being no objection, the notion carried.
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There being no further business to cone before the commttee,
Chair Davis adjourned the neeting at 3:13:27 PM
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