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ACTI ON NARRATI VE

CHAIR BETTYE DAVIS called the Senate Health, Education and
Social Services Standing Commttee neeting to order at 1:32:36
PM Present at the call to order were Senators Cowdery, Elton,
Thomas, Dyson, and Chair Davis.

OVERVI EW _AG NG AND DI SABI LI TY RESOURCE CENTERS

CHAIR BETTYE DAVIS announced the overview on aging and
disability resource centers.

PATRI CK REINHART, Director of the Alaska State |ndependent
Living Council (SILC), said that the goal of the centers is to
consolidate long-term care services in comunities, and that
t hey’ ve been using a federal grant to fund their efforts; a main
partner is the Al aska Housing and Finance Corporation. The
service delivery aspect is overseen by Independent Living
Centers (ILC).

1: 35: 30 PM

JOANNA CEI SLER, Director of the Kenai Peninsula ILC, said that
there are four such centers in the state; she explained where
they're located and what parts of Al aska they serve. Each center
has a large region of responsibility. There are partners in each
of the comunities; together they gather and dissemnate the
i nformati on needed to provide assisted |iving services.

MR. REINHART said that the original goal of the grant program

was to <create a single entry point for all consuners.
Eligibility screeni ng and determ nati ons are cl osely
coordi nated, and eventually the process w Il becone seanless to
the consumer. The program is a long way from realizing this
goal, but eventually it wll be able to neld various resources
so that no matter the need, people will be able to call one

single place. The program was started with the southeast Al aska
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and Kenai centers, and in later years the other three centers
were introduced. One of the first acts of the ILCs was to get
information to the public through posters and brochures in
nedi cal and state offices; there was an inmediate response to
t he adverti sing.

M5. GElI SLER said that the senior centers in each comunity are
very inmportant partners for the ILCs. She then related a story
about soneone who benefited fromtheir |ocal center.

MR. REINHART continued to |ist acconplishnents of the program
including how it has helped with Medicare enrollnment for many
CONSUners.

M5. GEISLER said that 350 individuals have been aided in
enrolling in Medicare plans through the Kenai center. Wthout
the ADRC in place, the enrollment would have been far nore
difficult for many people.

MR. REI NHART explained how a nenorandum was recently signed by
the Division of Senior and Disability Services, the ADRCs,
Al aska Housing and Finance Corporation, and Alaska Public
Assi stance regarding the future of the ADRC program and
streanm ining of access. He then explained that Network of Care
is a web-based program that ADRC will be purchasing to aid its
consuners in researching providers and creating nedical profiles
to share with others. The ADRCs are excited to begin the process
of wusing the program which many states wutilize already.
Eventually it wll include streamined application forms for
di fferent prograns including Medicare.

He then cited statistical data for the ADRCs recent years,
i ncludi ng user nunbers and age and the referral calls made.

MS. CEI SLER said that the centers are key providers because they
provide services wthout age or disability discrimnation.
Alaska is the only state in the union where |ILCs have partnered
with ADRGCs.

MR. REI NHART explained how the ADRCs have helped seniors to
relocate from senior centers, and how nmany consuners have been
able to avoid entering such settings.

M5. CEISLER said that nmany of the centers have supplies that
they |l oan to users, such as hospital beds and ot her equi pnent.

1:54:19 PM
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MR. REINHART said that the ADRCs will continue to collaborate
with different community centers and organi zations, and they're
| ooking at ways to utilize state general fund to help reduce
Medicaid costs. He said that he expects funding challenges in
the future, and the centers are |looking for the possibility of a
state grant. Eligibility for and access to services should
happen behind the scenes; the individual shouldn't have to be
involved in elenments of the process that can be streanlined.

He added that partnership developnent is very inportant for
future expansion of and mninmm standards for the ADRCs. The
centers are also looking at transferring the managenent of the
programto the Division of Senior and D sabl ed services.

2: 00: 26 PM

CHAI R DAVI S asked how the program will function after June 2007
when the grant will end.

MR. REINHART said that current funding should carry them into
next year, but they are scranbling to see how the contracts wl|
be carried out beyond July 2007. They haven't submtted a
funding request to the legislature, but there is a lot of
different options for finding new fundi ng.

CHAIR DAVIS asked what wll change if the admnistration
transfer is made.

M5. CEI SLER said that she hopes the CiLs won't be abandoned, and

expl ai ned how they have been successful 1in developing their
prograns. Suddenly there's a lot of interest in other
institutions trying to beconme defined as ADRCs, and w thout
continued funding for the project the current staff wll have to
be laid off.

She added that the program struggled with the idea of asking for
nmoney, or just hoping that the Departnent of Senior and
Disability Services wll recognize the programis quality and
will give it grant noney.

MR. REINHART said that the future funding of the program isn't
perfectly clear at the nonent.

2:04: 56 PM
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SENATOR THOVAS referenced a page of the presentation packet, and
asked if the program anticipates a particular nunber of new
patients to be served.

VR. REI NHART said that the program hasn't done such a
statistical analysis yet, and that funding for the centers has
been fairly stagnant over the years despite the rising nunbers
of users. $45,000, the amount of the grant the centers currently
receive, wll hardly cover the new costs of the program He
explained that providing up front, preventative services can
stave off Medicaid waivers or a long-term care plan for severa
years.

2:08: 16 PM

TEI SHA SI MMONS, representing herself, explained how she was
in a car accident in 1992 and her famly had to nove to
Seattle for rehabilitation. Eventually returning to Al aska
was hard in ternms of adjustnent and finding appropriate
care. Independent |Iliving services were helpful to her
famly in nmyriad ways, and it would be unfortunate for a
lack of funding to cause centers to have to turn people
away. Getting waivers and personal care is inportant and a
| ot of people don't have the help they need to fight for
aid. The ADRCs are great resources for a lot of disabled
and agi ng peopl e.

2:13: 27 PM

MR. REINHART said that he had provided the conmittee with
information to pass out to the |egislature.

SB  85- EXTEND STATE MEDI CAL BOARD

2:15: 31 PM
CHAI R DAVI S announced SB 85 to be under considerati on.

RI CHARD BENAVI DES, staff to Senator Davis, explained that
the bill would extend the sunset date of the State Medica
Board until 2013. He explained the nake-up of the board and
its duties, and how it investigates conplaints against
those in the nedical profession. It has consistently proved
to be efficient and the state recommends that it be
ext ended.

2:17: 29 PM
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SENATOR DYSON nmade a notion to nove SB 85 from conmittee with
i ndi vidual recomendations and attached fiscal note(s). There
bei ng no objection, the notion carri ed.

There being no further business to conme before the commttee,
Chair Davis adjourned the neeting at 2:18:42 PM
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