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ACTI ON NARRATI VE

CHAIR BETTYE DAVIS called the Senate Health, Education and
Social Services Standing Commttee neeting to order at 1:33:45
PM Present at the call to order were Senator Cowdery and Chair
Davi s.

SB  62- TASK FORCE ON HEALTH CARE | NFECTI ONS

CHAI R DAVI S announced SB 63 to be under consideration. She added
that because of the lack of a quorum the commttee would only
be hearing testinony and woul d not be noving the bill that day.

DOUG LETCH, aide to Senator Gary Stevens, sponsor of SB 62, said
that the bill would set up an advisory commttee on public
reporting of health-care-associated infections, which would be
managed by the Departnent of Health and Social Services (DHSS).
The commttee would include a senator and representative, nine
menbers appointed by the governor, and a state official in
charge of epidem ol ogy. The nine appointed nenbers woul d include
physi ci ans, a representative of the Alaska Native Tribal Health
Consortium a representative of the Alaska chapter of the

Associ ati on of Pr of essi onal s in | nfection Contr ol , a
representative of the Al aska State Hospital and Nursing Home
Association (ASHNHA), urban and rural consuners, and a

statistician.

He explained that the conmttee’s role will include devel oping
recommendations for analyzing and distributing information
related to preventing hospital infection, and will provide its

recomendations to the DHSS by 2009. By January of 2011 it wll
provide the legislature with a report addressing the unique
chal I enges facing Alaska in regards to the issue.
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He added that many states do this sort of analysis and
reporting.

1:38:12 PM

JAY BUTLER, Director of the Division of Public Health for the
Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS), said that
infections in health care settings have highlighted a need for
public health attention in hospitals. Mich intensive health care
intervention is now done on an out-patient basis, and patients
are sent hone who may be sicker than those in the hospital. This
has led to a consuner-driven interest in public disclosure of
hospitals’ infection rates. As many as two mllion infection
cases are associated with health care settings yearly; the
nortality rate is around 90,000 each year. A nunber of states
require public disclosure of these rates, but challenges include
accurate identification of infections; oftentines infections
don’t develop until discharge from the hospital. In addition,
public disclosure could act as a disincentive to use of
hospitals; the nore thorough a hospital is in its reporting, the
nore the hospital appears to be negligent in its care.

He added that a special challenge in Alaska is the small patient
popul ation, which nmeans difficulties in reporting useful data

Also there is no evidence that public reporting will inprove
health. Studies have shown that <certain criteria should be
followed in reporting, including using established public health
surveillance nmethods, a nultidisciplinary advisory panel, and
appropriate process and outcone neasures; he gave exanples of
processes and outcones that should be studied. A fina

recommendation would be that the agency neasuring the data
provide regular and confidential feedback to health care
provi ders.

1:47: 08 PM

CHAIR DAVIS thanked M. Butler for his presentation and said
that she look forward to form ng the task force.

SENATOR COADERY related a personal story about hospital
i nfections.

1:49:30 PM
SANDRA STARK, representing herself, said she is a public nenber

of the initial working group. She said that lives will be saved
by this legislation, perhaps an indetermnate nunber but
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doubtl ess many. Practices are varied for preventing infection
and they do nake a great difference. Monitoring hospital
infection prevention through a pilot program wll nean |ess
costs and hospitalizations, the rates of which are very high in
Al aska.

1: 52: 12 PM

ROSEMARY CRAI G representing herself, said she had worked with
Ms. Stark on the Lower Kenai Peninsula and it would be
advant ageous for the entire state to have sone kind of tracking,
but that she was concerned with how |l arger and smaller hospitals
woul d be conpared; she requested that the commttee investigate
this further.

1: 53: 06 PM

JENNI FER GROGG, representing the Alaska State Hospital and
Nursing Home Association (ASHNHA), said that it supports an
advisory conmttee on hospital infections. Such a conmttee
would be able to review the success of states with simlar
| egi slation and advise Al aska. Creating equitable guidelines is
difficult, and Alaska’s should be tailored to the state’s
specific needs; outpatient facilities should be included in the
reporting process.

1: 56: 13 PM

KIM MYMES-SPINK, with Professionals in Epidemology, said that
the group supports the bill and would be happy to participate on
the task force.

CHAIR DAVIS closed public testinmony for SB 62 and said the
commttee would hear the bill again at a |ater date.

SB 76-TU TI ON FOR CERTAI N CHI LDREN

1:58:16 PM
CHAI R BETTYE DAVI S announced SB 76 to be up for consideration.

SENATOR ELLI'S, sponsor of SB 76, said that the bill concerns the
collection of education funds for foster youth who age out of
the system and who often do not succeed in |ife afterwards. He
said that Mssouri has a simlar programthat allows the funding
of education accounts for children leaving foster care at the
age of 18; SB 76 would establish such a program in Al aska to
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al | ow chur ches, i ndi vi dual s, charities, and comunity
organi zations to open accounts for the purposes of these youths’
col |l ege education. The accounts would be managed through the
University of Alaska (UA)’'s coll ege savings account program The
donations could be used for any educational endeavor, from
vocati onal education to coll ege.

He added that many foster children have suffered from abuse and
neglect, and their caretakers cannot be expected to provide
education savings for them The bill wll help foster youth
beconme nore productive citizens.

CHAIR DAVIS said that she thinks the bill will be successful and
she | ooks forward to hel ping it pass through.

M KE LESMANN, Community Relations Mnager for the Ofice of
Children’s Services (OCS), said that the OCS is very supportive

of the bill. The Faith-based and Community Initiatives Ofice of
the DHSS is also in support of the bill, and together the
of fices | ook forward to devel opi ng i nformation-sharing

procedures with the UA and directing nonies donated to the
program

2:05:16 PM

SENATOR COWNDERY asked what will happen to the noney if a foster
child doesn’t use it.

GABE ACEVES, Staff to Senator Ellis, replied that the
beneficiary name on a given account can be changed if a youth
deci des not to use the noney.

2: 06: 35 PM

TERRA HORTON, Faith Based and Community Initiatives, said that
as a social worker she is aware of the challenges facing foster
youth. They are at a higher risk for mny factors such as
poverty, drug abuse, honel essness, etc.; few are able to pursue
their desires for further education, financial difficulties
being the nmajor deterrent. This bill would dimnish the
financial challenge to these kids and let them |ead nore self-
sufficient, productive |ives.

2:09: 31 PM

SENATOR ELLIS thanked Ms. Horton for her participation in the
program
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2:10: 03 PM

JIM LYNCH, Associate Vice President of Finance for the
University of Alaska, said that the UA supports SB 76 and has
participated in drafting the bill to see that it works in unison
with the college savings program He said that the inportance of
a college account creates or intensifies aspirations of foster
youth and it is an outstanding program that has no downsides

The noney can be swi tched around between beneficiaries and wll
be invested as well.

2:12: 25 PM

SENATOR ELLIS said that M. Lynch helped with naking sure that
the legislation would work snmoothly with the UA program

MR. ACEVES expl ained that a provision in the bill nakes children
in long-term out-of-state foster care the highest funding
priority. The departnent may establish specific criteria as well
as the donors, but the two nobst inportant criteria are the age
of the child and the length of their stay in out-of-honme care.

DAVI S asked if a child who ages out of the system can use the
funds at any point or they nmust do so inmediately.

MR. ACEVES replied that the funds are good until the youth
reaches the age of 30.

MR. LYNCH added that there is no practical limtation within the
col | ege savi ngs program

2:16: 50 PM

CH P WAGONER, the Executive Director for the Al aska Conference
of Catholic Bishops (ACCB), said that the bill is inportant
because the government cannot do everything in ternms of
providing for youth; the conmunity needs to take sonme of the
responsibility. The bill wll provide a needed boost for foster
youth, and marketing the program is particularly inportant
because people, corporations, and non-profits need to know about
it to participate.

CHAIR DAVIS renmarked that Alaskans are known to be giving

people, and the program will be successful. She added that the
bill will be brought before the commttee in the near future.
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There being no further business to cone before the commttee,
Chair Davis adjourned the neeting at 2:20:21 PM
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