SENATE FI NANCE COW TTEE
March 24, 2008
9:16 a. m

CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chair Stedman called the Senate Finance Comm ttee neeting
to order at9:14:08 AM

VEMBERS PRESENT

Senat or Lyman Hof f man, Co-Chair
Senator Bert Stedman, Co-Chair
Senator Charlie Huggins, Vice-Chair
Senator Kim Elton

Senat or Donny O son

Senat or Joe Thomas

Senat or Fred Dyson

MEMBERS ABSENT

None
ALSO PRESENT

Anne Carpeneti, Assistant Attorney Ceneral, Legal Services
Section-Juneau, Crimnal Division, and Departnent of Law,
Ri chard Svobodny, Deputy Attorney  General, Crim nal
Division, Departnent of Law, Pam Finley, Revisor of
Statutes, Legislative Legal Counsel, Legislative Legal and
Research Services; Karen Kurtz, Assistant Revisor, Legal
Servi ces

PRESENT VI A TELECONFERENCE

Andrew Peterson, Departnment of Law, Ofice of Special
Prosecutions; James Scott, Assistant District Attorney,
Ket chi kan; Lt Rodney D al, Li eutenant, Alaska State
Troopers, Ketchikan; Robert Fithian, Executive D rector,
Al aska Professional Hunters Associ ation

SUMVARY
SB 234 "An Act relating to the crimes of assault in the

fourth degree and of resisting or interfering with
arrest; relating to the determnation of tinme of a

convi cti on; relating to offenses concerning
controlled substances; relating to issuance of
search warrants; relating to persons found

i nconpetent to stand trial concerning crimnal
conduct; relating to probation and to restitution
for fish and gane violations; relating to
aggravating factors at sentencing; relating to
crimnal extradition authority of the governor;

Senat e Finance Committee 1 03/24/08 9:13 A M



removing the statutory bar to prosecution of
certain crinmes; anending Rule 37(b), Al aska Rules
of Crimnal Procedure, relating to execution of
warrants; and providing for an effective date.”

SB 234 was HEARD and HELD in Conmmittee for further
consi derati on.

SB 214 "An  Act relating to big gane hunting by
nonresi dent nenbers of the mlitary service and
t heir dependents; and providing for an effective
date."

CSSB 214 was REPORTED out of Committee with a “do
pass” recomendation and one previously published
fiscal note fromthe Departnment of Fish and Gane.

SB 259 "An Act repealing certain provisions relating to
applications for nedical assistance coverage;
maki ng certain provisions of ch. 96, SLA 2006,
retroactive; providing for an effective date by
repealing an effective date section in ch. 96, SLA
2006; providing for an effective date for certain
sections of ch. 96, SLA 2006; and providing for an
effective date.”

SB 259 was REPORTED out of Committee with a “do
pass” recommendati on, and an acconpanyi ng
previously published fiscal notes from the
Department of Health and Social Services and the
Legi slative Affairs Agency.

SB 260 "An Act making corrective anendnents to the Al aska
Statutes as recomended by the revisor of
statutes; and providing for an effective date.

SB 260 (STA) was REPORTED out of Committee with a
“do pass” recommendation and an acconpaying
previously published fiscal note from the
Legi slative Affairs Agency.

9:14: 39 AM

SENATE BILL NO 234

"An Act relating to the crines of assault in the fourth
degree and of resisting or interfering with arrest;
relating to the determnation of tine of a conviction;
relating to offenses concerning controlled substances;
relating to issuance of search warrants; relating to
persons found inconpetent to stand trial concerning
crim nal conduct ; relating to probation and to
restitution for fish and game violations; relating to
aggravating factors at sentencing; relating to crim nal
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extradition authority of the governor; renmoving the
statutory bar to prosecution of certain crines;
anmending Rule 37(b), Al aska Rules of Crim nal
Procedure, relating to execution of warrants; and
providing for an effective date."

9:14:47 AM

Co-Chair Stednman requested an overview of the Conmttee
Substitute but pointed out that the Commttee was w thout a
quorum therefore, the Commttee Substitute 25-GS2038\K
coul d not be adopted at this tine.

ANNE CARPENETI, ASSI STANT ATTORNEY GENERAL, LEGAL SERVI CES
SECTI ON- JUNEAU, CRIM NAL DIVISION, AND DEPARTMENT OF LAW
provi ded a sectional analysis overview of SB 234. She began
with Sections 1 and 2 of the bill that requires (copy on
file):

a person who |ends noney on secondhand articles in a
muni cipality with over 5,000 residents to nmaintain
records in an electronic fornmat.

Ms. Carpeneti explained that this would hel p people recover
stolen property. She infornmed the Commttee that a statew de
reporting proposal is available for consideration. M.
Carpeneti reported that Section 3 provides:

that a person conmmts assault in the third degree, a
class C felony, if the person conmts assault in the
fourth degree that is an injury assault, and has been
convicted in the past 10 years of two or nore crines
agai nst the person that are honmicide, assault (except
m sdeneanor fear assault) stalking, first and second
degree sexual assault, or first or second degree sexual
abuse. Cenerally fourth degree assault is a class A
m sdeneanor. Making a third conviction of this offense
a class C felony will help stop the often escalating
vi ol ence by persons who repeatedly harm ot her peopl e.

AT EASE: 9:17:08 AM
RECONVENED: 9:17: 35 AM

Co-Chair Stedman confirmed a quorum now existed in the
Commttee and requested a notion to adopt the conmttee
substitute as a working docunent.

Senator Thomas noved to ADOPT Committee Substitute 25-
GS2038\ K as a wor ki ng docunent .

Co- Chair Stedman OBJECTED for di scussion purposes.

Co-Chair Stedman requested that M Carpeneti address the
Conmi ttee Substitute changes.
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9:18: 48 AM

Ms. Carpeneti reviewed the changes to the Commttee
Substitute\K starting with Page 6, lines 11-17. She inforned
the Commttee that the insertion of the new Section 13
allows for probation to be inposed on a person convicted of
a violation under Title 11 or Title 16. She expl ained that
it would allow cases, which can be resolved as either a
m sdenmeanor or a violation, to be charged with a violation
and placed on probation. M. Carpeneti continued that
Section 14, Page 6, line 18, clarifies the definition of
aggravated assaultive behavior for courts and attorneys for
an aggravated factoring at sentencing. Ms. Carpeneti
reported that Section 15 assists attorneys and courts in
sentencing felons with prior convictions for sexual assault
or sexual abuse of mnors. The addition of 18(B) clarifies
that the aggravating factor may be litigated to the court
without a jury since it is based on a prior felony
conviction. Ms. Carpeneti remarked that Section 17, Page 7,
allows the court to order restitution in the anmounts al ready
scheduled in law for a person who takes the listed aninmals
for any violation of Title 16.

9:21:58 AM

ANDREW PETERSON, DEPARTMENT OF LAW OFFICE OF SPECI AL
PROSECUTI ONS testified via tel econference and expl ai ned t hat
the current Section 17, AS 16.05.925 allows that the state
can process nost Fish and Gane offenses as either a
m sdeneanor or a violation. Wien the offense is reduced to a
violation, the ~court, at this time, can not inpose
restitution. M. Peterson revealed that the change would
make the statutory provision consistent with many other
statutes in Title 16, allowing the court inpose restitution
up to the anount recomended by the Legislature. M.
Peterson believed this will help the state resolve cases
pretrial and give the state the option of reducing charges
from a msdeneanor to a violation, but, at the sane tine,
receive the sane nonetary benefit as iif it were a
m sdeneanor

9:25:14 AM

Co-Chair Stedman W THDREW his OBJECTION. There being NO
further OBJECTION, Commttee Substitute 25-GS2038\K was
adopted as a wor ki ng docunent.

Ms. Carpeneti reviewed Section 3 for the Commttee.

9: 26: 00 AM

Ms. Carpeneti continued that Section 4 is a conformng
provision to clarify that a conviction occurs on the date
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that the sentence is inposed. She remarked that Section 5
was added to the Senate Judiciary version in response to
problens of theft in the |larger stores. People have entered
the large stores with containers or carts, filled themwth
mer chandi ze, and then wal ked out the door. Under current
l aw, security personnel and store staff can only ask about
nmer chandi ze that is hidden on the person. This would all ow

for a peace officer or owner of a comercia
establishment to detain a person for a reasonable tine
if there is probable cause to believe the person has
commtted or attenpted to commt theft from the
est abl i shnent .

9:27:39 AM

Co-Chair Stedman renmnded the Commttee that the new
Conmittee Substitute was just obtained that norning.

9:27: 53 AM

Ms. Carpeneti continued that Section 6, a conformng
amendnent, addresses when a theft occurs wth prior
convictions it would clarify that:

when a theft offense is enhanced one | evel because the
def endant has two prior thefts within five years of the
new crime, a prior conviction occurs on the date the
def endant was sentenced for the theft.

Ms. Carpeneti signified that Section 7 adds three substances
to Schedul e 4 whi ch:

adds carisprodol (commonly called Soma and |listed as a
controll ed substance in 17 states), zol pidem (commonly
called Anmbien and listed as a Schedule IV substance in
the federal schedule), and zopiclone (commonly called
Lunesta and listed as a Schedule |V substance in the
federal schedules) to Alaska's schedules of controlled
subst ances. The substances would be listed in Schedul e
| VA. These prescription drugs have been w dely abused,
and have been found by | aw enforcenent to be present in
drivers who are inpaired

Ms. Carpeneti explained that Section 8 clarifies:

that a court may issue a search warrant for property
| ocated outside the state. The issue of a court’s
authority out of state has arisen in white collar
i nvestigations where the state seeks stored electronic
information. Conpanies that store this information are
willing to provide it if law enforcenent presents a
search warrant for it. This wll clarify that a court
may issue a warrant to obtain this information.
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Ms. Carpeneti continued that Section 9 all ows:

a judicial officer to issue a search warrant over the
tel ephone or other electronic nmeans in all cases.
Al askans rely on the telephone and other electronic
communi cation in the inportant affairs of their |ives.
Law enforcenent should not have to drive or fly to a
judicial officer for a search warrant when electronic
means are available for the court to fairly evaluate
t he evi dence.

9: 29: 38 AM

Ms. Carpeneti remarked that before obtaining a tel ephonic
search warrant under current law, the property nust be
subject to being lost or destroyed. She asserted that
traveling to obtain these in person involves a waste of
resources. Sections 10-12, Sections 14-15, and Sections 18-
19 attenpts to tighten up the provisions for a person who
has been charged with a felony but who have been found
i nconpetent to be tried. She stressed that such individuals
can be dangerous and after being housed in a hospital or
jail for a period of time are often released into the
community with no prior notice to the prosecution. This
woul d require a person:

charged with a felony and found inconpetent to be
evaluated for commtnment and treatnent. If the
defendant remains inconpetent after one year (for
persons charged wth crines involving forces and
presenting a substantial dangers to others), the bil
would require that <civil commtnent proceeding be
considered. A person found inconpetent to proceed may
be released from the hospital; the professiona
authorizing the release nust give at |east 10 days
notice to the prosecution. This notice will allow the
prosecution tinme to reinstate charges if appropriate
under the circunstances, and al so give |aw enforcenent
forewarning that the person will be returning to the
conmuni ty.

9:32: 23 AM

Senator Thomas requested clarification on the sequence when
there is the arrest.

9: 33: 09 AM

Ms. Carpeneti remarked that the courts start wth the
presunption that the defendant is conpetent to be tried, but
if they are found to not understand the proceedings or be
able to help their attorney in the defense, the individua
is held for a period of time to try and reverse this
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i nconpet ence, either through nedication or treatnent. After
a certain period of time they are held in connection with
the crimnal charge or continual holding of that person
nmust, proceed with civil conmm tnent procedures.

9:34: 01 AM

Senator Thomas remarked that the nornal arr angenent
procedure goes forward then it could be determ ned they are
not conpetent. Ms. Carpeneti remarked that there would be an
evidentiary hearing and the judge would determne if the
i ndi vi dual was conpetent to be tried.

9:34:31 AM

Ms. Carpeneti referred to Section 16 which would allow the
Governor to delegate the extradition authority to the Lt.
Governor or the head of one of the principle departnents in
t he executive branch. At this time, the Governor signs all
extradition requests.

Co-Chair Stedman requested an explanation on why the
Governor would want to delegate this authority.

9: 35: 58 AM

RI CHARD  SVOBODNY, DEPUTY  ATTORNEY  GENERAL, CRI M NAL
Dl VI SI ON, DEPARTMENT OF LAW explained that extradition is
the one of two rights granted to the states by the United
States Constitution and the governors in each state make
t hese decisions. Alaska is only state where the governor is
required to sign each extradition order; all other states
delegate this role. He thought the change, if adopted,
shoul d be prepared through a statute.

9:37:29 AM

Ms. Carpeneti continued that Sections 18-19 are provisions
dealing with the discharge of an individual from an
institution. This would require the institution holding an
individual 1in connection with a crine, to notify the
prosecuting authority ten days in advance of t he
i ndi vidual’s rel ease. She expl ained that Sections 20-21 are
conform ng repeal ers dealing with tel ephonic search warrants
and the prohibition of the state from prosecuting a crine if
t he individual has already been prosecuted for that sane act
by the federal governnent.

9: 39: 46 AM

M. Svobodny offered a recent experience when the State of
Alaska tried to reach a resolution in a crimnal case
against British Petroleum for pipeline corrosion on the
North Sl ope. The federal governnent said they were going to
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resolve the case and Alaska nust join and after the
resolution, Alaska, under its own law, could not bring its
own case agai nst the conpany.

9:40: 51 AM

Senator Elton asked if the state files charges first and
then the federal government cones in, would the state
charges go away.

9:41: 31 AM

M. Svobodny responded that the law in Alaska is not clear
on this issue, whether it is the first in the courtroom door
or the first to judgnent. M. Carpeneti said there is no
prohibition for the federal governnment to file their own
charges after the state.

9:41: 59 AM

Senator Thomas asked for clarification if the referred
British Petroleum case was the case where a plea agreenent
was reached in Chicago this year. M. Svobodny replied that
it was not, the referenced case was from the spill on the
North Sl ope in March 2006.

9:42: 39 AM

Senator Elton questioned that if these provisions are not
repealed could the state get into a situation where the
state files first, then the federal governnent files,
pronpting the party to settle quickly with the federal
governnent |eaving out the State of Alaska. M. Svobodny
agreed. Ms. Carpeneti stressed that this provision would not
allow the state to cross into a different nunicipalities to
prosecute the sane act or smaller crinmes tw ce.

9:44: 28 AM

Ms. Carpeneti referred to Section 22 which extends the tine
to return a search warrant with inventory fromten days to
thirty days fromthe date of issuance. She revealed that in
| onger prosecutions and investigations, ten days is not |ong
enough. She stressed that the courts have been very
cooperative in extending the search warrants, but it is nore
expeditious to change in the law. M. Carpeneti explained
that Section 23, involving third time assault in the fourth
degree, would be wunder these applicability provisions,
prospective, and those with nultiple assaults on their

record, would be able to start under this bill with a clean
sl at e.
9:45: 38 AM
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Co-Chair Stedman requested a return to Section 8 which
authorizes a judge to issue search warrants outside of
Al aska. He wondered how this would work and if a judge in
anot her state would honor this request.

9:46: 09 AM

M. Svobodny responded that another state does not have to
conply with the search warrant issued by a judge from the
State of Alaska, but it gives the state the ability to ask
if they will conply. There are nmany serious offenses, such
as, kidnapping, sexual assault, child pornography where
subpoenas are honored in other states.

9:48: 16 AM

Senator Elton referred to Sections 5 and 6. He agreed that
Section 5 closes a large | oophole for theft but wondered why
in Section 6, which provides the court shall consider the
date of a prior conviction; the state is prosecuting the
crime of conceal nent under AS 11.46.220(c) and not givVving
t he sane power under AS 11.46.230(a) where it was anended.

9:49:12 AM

Ms. Carpeneti inquired if Senator Elton wanted to anend
Section 6. Senator Elton agreed. M. Carpeneti replied she
woul d reassess this section. Section 6 in the bill is a

conform ng anendnent when a conviction happens that only
applies when your third crinme in five years i s enhanced.

9:50:41 AM

Senator Thomas referred to Section 7 and wondered if the
drugs listed were in a nunerical ordering of just
prescription drugs or the list of all drugs that would be
considered inpairing. Ms. Carpeneti replied that the nunbers
represented the end of the list of Schedule 4(a) of the drug
schedul es.

9:51: 24 AM

Senator Huggins referred to Section 16(b) where it states “a
princi pal departnent in the executive branch” and questioned
if sonmeone from the Departnent of Transportation could sign
an eradication order. M. Carpeneti agreed that was the way
it was drafted. Senator Huggins believed this did not seem
logical. M. Carpeneti said it could be changed to the
Ofice of Public Safety or the Department of Law. Co-Chair
Stedman agreed that work was needed to revise who should
have the extradition authority.

9:52:48 AM
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JAMES  SCOIT, ASSI STANT DI STRICT  ATTORNEY, KETCHI KAN
testified via teleconference and acknow edged that he was
avai lable to speak on how Al aska deals with the crimnal
cases found in Sections 10, 11, 14, 15 of the Conmttee
Substitute. He related an inconpetency case in Sitka.

9:54:44 AM

LT ROCDNEY DI AL, LI EUTENANT, ALASKA STATE TROOPERS, KETCHI KAN
testified via teleconference in support of SB 234. He
bel i eved sone inportant sections dealt with search warrants,
especially when investigating conputer <crines and for
troopers |ocated near the Canadian border. The troopers
commended the sections that expand the ability of |aw
enf or cenment of ficers to obt ain search war r ant s
tel ephonically. He acknow edged that obtaining telephonic
search warrants would not |ower the standards; however it
woul d prove nore efficient in tinme and noney.

9: 56: 37 AM

Co-Chair Stedman summari zed the six fiscal notes attached to
the bill. He had sonme concerns why the Public Defenders
Agency needed to hire three new full tine positions and the
Departnment of Law asked for one new position.

9:57:51 AM

M. Svobodny addressed the Departnent of Law s request by
stating that felony assault cases take up nore tinme and
noney and the departnent anticipates nore cases dealing with
child enticenent and child pornography.

10: 00: 02 AM

Ms. Svobodny commented further on the search warrant
provisions. He affirmed that the Fourth Amendnent protects
all United States citizens from unreasonable search and
sei zures. He stressed that all cases for search warrants are
reviewed by a judge to ascertain if a crime has been
commtted. M. Svobodny clarified that Section 8 shows the
court the authority exists “to issue a search warrant for a
pl ace or property located either in the state or outside the
state.” He believed that as technol ogy keeps advancing the
courts will be looking nore into electronic evidence which
is often | ocated outside of Al aska. He explained the process
for obtaining a search warrant in Al aska and how the ability
to obtain these warrants tel ephonically would save tine and
departnment resources. M. Svobodny remarked that Section 22
woul d just extend the tine, fromten to thirty days, for the
execution and return of inventory fromthe date of issuance
of a search warrant.

10: 07: 06 AM
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SENATE BILL NO 214

"An Act relating to big ganme hunting by nonresident
menbers of the military service and their dependents;
and providing for an effective date.”

Senator Huggins MOWED to ADOPT Committee Substitute 25-
LS1261\ K as the wor ki ng docunent before this Conmttee.

Co- Chair Stedman OBJECTED for di scussion purposes.

Jody Sinpson, Staff, Senator Huggins, remarked that the
Comm ttee Substitute adds to the l|egislation the individual
listing of the United State Coast Guard into the docunent.
It was learned that, due to a |anguage change, the United
States Coast Guard nust be |isted individually.

Co-Chair Stedman W THDREW his OBJECTION. There being NO
further OBJECTION, Conmittee Substitute 25-LS1261\K was
adopted as the working docunent before this Commttee.

Ms. Sinpson remarked that Senator Charlie Huggins goal was
to waive the twelve nonth waiting period currently required
for mlitary nenbers, the United States Coast CGuard, and
their dependents, to qualify for resident rate hunting
Iicenses and Big Gane tags.

10: 09: 17 AM

Ms. Sinpson disclosed that forty-five states have reduced
the resident rate for stationed mlitary personnel and
Al aska currently has the longest waiting period. She
continued that waiving the twelve-nonth waiting period woul d
allow mlitary personnel and their dependents to purchase
Big Gane tags at a reduced rate. Ms. Sinpson referred to a
$40,000 fiscal note reflecting lost revenue from the
Department of Fish & Game. Ms. Sinpson enphasized that this
legislation would not affect residency eligibility for
receiving the Permanent Fund Dividend or serving on jury
duty. She also declared this would not affect personal use
and subsistence which would still require the one year
resi dency. Ms. Sinpson revealed that SB 214 would not take
effect until January 1, 2009 because of the tine needed to
reprint the fornms and provi de additional training.

10: 13: 06 AM

Senator Elton referred to line 7, “on active duty who are
permanent|ly stationed in the state, and their dependents,”
and asked if this would preclude those here on tenporary
duty assignnment. M. Sinpson agreed it would not apply to
mlitary here on tenporary assignnment. She added this would
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cover mlitary personnel who are stationed in Al aska but
shi pped overseas.

10: 14: 29 AM

Senator Elton referred to a letter of concern from the
Al aska Professional Hunters Association. Non-residents are
required to be guided on Big Gane hunts based on the belief
that non-residents nmay not have the skills or the
understanding of the Alaska hunting experience. Senator
El ton questioned if there had been any resolution indicating
that mlitary person have this hunting expertise. M.
Si npson revealed that the bill retains the requirements for
an Al aska Professional Hunters Association guide for the
three Big Gane hunts and, with this provision, the hunters
associ ati on now approves this bill.

Senat or Huggi ns expressed the need to acknow edge the good
work of the mlitary for the state and the country, and he

believed that this bill, which would involve little noney,
would make Alaska a “good host.” He enphasized that
prof essional hunters have no problem with this bill and it

would in no way affect the residency requirenents for the
Per manent Fund Di vi dend.

10: 19: 37 AM

Senator Thomas believed there could be the appearance of
treating the mlitary differently from other individuals
comng to the state with the intention of establishing
residency. M. Sinpson responded that the question of
resi dency was worked out through several hearings in Senate
Resources. She believed that Senator Huggins's comment of
“being a good host” to the mlitary best describes the
intent of the bill.

10: 20: 48 AM

Senat or Huggi ns reveal ed that young people in the mlitary
are often subjected to many strange provisions.

10: 21: 47 AM

Senator Dyson commended his colleague for bringing this
forward and helping to make Al aska one of the mlitary's
nore attractive depl oynents.

10: 22: 51 AM

ROBERT FITHI AN, EXECUTIVE DI RECTOR, ALASKA PROFESSI ONAL
HUNTERS ASSOCI ATION testified via tel econference in support
of SB 214.

10: 23: 55 AM
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Senator Huggins concluded that t
essence of Alaskan’s attitude toward
during a tinme of war.

his bill captured the
the mlitary especially

10: 25: 05 AM

Senator Huggins MOVED to REPORT CSSB 214 (FIN\K from
committee W th i ndi vi dual recommendat i ons and t he
acconpanying fiscal note. There being NO OBJECTION, it was
so ordered.

CS 214 (FINN\K was REPORTED out of Commttee with a “do
pass” recomendation and an acconpanying previously
publ i shed fiscal note fromthe Departnment of Fish and Gane.

10: 26: 18 AM

SENATE BILL NO. 259

"An Act repealing certain provisions relating to
applications for medical assistance coverage; making
certain provisions of ch. 96, SLA 2006, retroactive
providing for an effective date by repealing an
effective date section in ch. 96, SLA 2006; providing
for an effective date for certain sections of ch. 96,
SLA 2006; and providing for an effective date."

PAM FI NLEY, REVI SOR OF STATUTES, LEGQ SLATIVE LEGAL COUNSEL,
LEG SLATIVE LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES introduced her
assistant, Karen Kurtz, who would speak to the bill.

KAREN KURTZ, ASSISTANT REVISOR, LEGAL SERVICES explained
that at issue is a special effective date clause in the
Medi cal Assistance bill, Chapter 96, 2006, that anticipated
there would be one revised state plan submtted to the
federal government for approval to cover the changes in the
bill but that is not what happened. She explained it was
di scovered that some of the changes did not require federal
approval; others were submtted and not approved by the
federal governnment. M. Kurtz specified that the way the
effective date clause was worded there was a great deal of
uncertainty about the effective date of the effective
cl auses. She explained that this bill repeals the sections
that did not receive federal approval, the effective date
that did not work, and assigns fixed effective dates for the
remai ni ng provi si ons.

Co-Chair Stedman remarked that the bill involves clean-up
| anguage brought before the |legislature every year. He
requested an explanation of the bills for the record.

Ms. Finley remarked that both of the bills, SB 259 and SB
260 are provided by statute. She indicated the purpose of
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the bills was to make the statutes clean w thout changing or
setting, in any way, the policy. The Al aska Constitution
provides for reviser bills as exceptions to the single
subject rule. This has been split into two bills because the
Medicaid effective date is strange. These bills are
i ntroduced through |egislative council each year.

10: 30: 05 AM

Senator Dyson MOVED to REPORT SB 259 out of Committee with
i ndi vi dual recommendations and acconpanying fiscal notes.
There being NO OBJECTION it was so ordered.

SB 259 was REPORTED out of Commttee with a “do pass”
recommendation and the acconpanying previously published
fiscal notes from the Departnment of Health and Social
Services and the Legislative Affairs Agency.

10: 30: 43 AM

AT EASE: 10: 30: 54 AM
RECONVENED: 10:42: 59 AM

10: 43: 04 AM

SENATE BILL NO. 260

"An Act nmaking corrective amendnents to the Al aska
Statutes as reconmmended by the revisor of statutes; and
providing for an effective date."

10: 43: 33 AM

PAM FI NLEY, REVI SOR OF STATUTES, LEGQ SLATIVE LEGAL COUNSEL,
LEG SLATIVE LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES provided an
expl anation of the annual occurrence of the bill provided
for in Statute. She explained that in the constitution it is
menti oned as an exception of the single subject rule. The
purpose of the bill would be to clean up the Statutes, not
to change any substantive affect of the |law She specified
that errors usually are found in reviewing the Statutes with
suggestions from the Departnment of Law. Ms. Finley stressed
that if there is any question that could be interpreted nore

than one way, it would be left out of this bill. She
indicated that once the revisor bill is drafted, it is sent
to the Departnment of Law where Deborah Behr, Chief Assistant
Attorney General, Departnent of Law reviews the bill then

circulates it throughout the departnments. M. Finley
described that after proceeding to the Legislative Council,

it is then treated as a normal bill for the referral
process.
Ms. Finley explained that this bill reflects that the

Departnent of Commerce and Econom c Devel opnment has taken
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over those functions of the Board of Dispensing Opticians,
which no longer exists. She noted it also changes the

| anguage from “crinme” to read “offense.” The bill continues
to update sone federal statutes where the statutes have
changed or been renunber ed, nostly deal i ng with

disabilities. Title changes also reflect that the Interstate
Commerce Comm ssion was abolished in 1995 and replaced by
the Surface Transportation Board.

10:47: 13 AM

Senat or Thonmas MOVED to REPORT SB 260 out of Conmittee with
i ndi vi dual recomendati ons and acconpanying fiscal note.
There being NO OBJECTION it was so ordered.

SB 260 was REPORTED out of Commttee with a “do pass”
recomendation and an acconpanying previously published
fiscal note fromthe Legislative Affairs Agency.

ADJ OURNVENT

The neeting was adjourned at 10:48 AM
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