M NUTES
SENATE FI NANCE COWM TTEE
April 10, 2007
3:05 p.m

CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chair Lyman Hoffman convened the neeting at approximately
3: 05:28 PM

PRESENT

Senat or Lyman Hof f man, Co- Chair
Senator Bert Stedman, Co-Chair
Senator Charlie Huggins, Vice Chair
Senat or Joe Thonas

Senat or Donny O son

Senat or Kim Elton

Al so Attending: Testifiers are listed in the body of the mnutes
in the order they testifi ed.

SUMVARY | NFORMVATI ON

HB 95- APPROP: OPERATI NG BUDGET/ LOANS/ FUNDS
HB 96- APPROP: MENTAL HEALTH BUDGET

The Conmittee heard testinmony on the proposed budget
appropriations fromresidents of Juneau, Sitka, Wangell, Honer,
Petersburg, Dillingham Cordova and Fairbanks. The bills were
held in Commttee.

#HBO5
#HB9I6

3:05:40 PM

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO 95(FIN)

“An Act meking appropriations for the operating and | oan
program expenses of state governnent, for certain prograns,
and to capitalize funds; making appropriations under art.
| X, sec. 17(c), Constitution of the State of Al aska; and
providing for an effective date."
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CS FOR HOUSE BI LL NO. 96(FI N

"An Act meki ng appropriations for the operating and capital
expenses of the state's integrated conprehensive nental
heal th program and providing for an effective date."

This was the second hearing for these bills in the Senate
Fi nance Conmittee.

Co- Chair Hof fman announced testinony would be taken on the
proposed FY 08 operating and nental health appropriations. He
requested testinmony be limted to two nminutes per person to
al |l ow each person an opportunity to be heard.

Testifying in Juneau:

Co-Chair Hoffman invited Senator Elton, representing Senate
District B covering the greater Juneau area, to lead the
foll owi ng portion of the neeting.

3:07:46 PM

BRENDA TAYLOR, Parent of two children enrolled at the Juneau
Community Charter School testified in appreciation of funding
provided for <charter schools. She detailed the benefits of
charter school prograns. She introduced others present who al so
support funding for charter schools.

3:11: 43 PM

KELLI DI NDI NGER, Al aska Travel Adventures, testified that she
was raised in Juneau and that Al aska Travel Adventures is famly
owned and operated. She spoke of the benefits of the tourism
industry and she indicated others present who also support
tourism The benefits of the tourismindustry are not limted to

economic and philanthropic contributions, but also the
opportunity the industry provides to local youth in teaching
work ethic and responsibility. She expressed, "Tourism is a

val uabl e resource and we need to invest init."
3:16: 07 PM
LI NDSEY FORREST, President, Student Government, University of

Al aska Sout heast, testified that the Board of Regents submtted
a proposed FY 08 budget, which was significantly reduced. An
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anmendnent has been subnitted to rectify this by providing
funding for rmaintenance, retention of professor positions,
research prograns and other inportant needs. She urged the
adoption of the anmendnent.

3:18: 49 PM

KEVI N SKEEK, Representing the University of Al aska Southeast
Student Government, testified to request full funding for the
University of Alaska. Record snowfall affected all Al askans
during recent nonths and that snowfall was caused by gl obal
war m ng, which nust be researched further. Fully funding the
University would allow for nore educated residents and
subsequent|ly better infornmed decisions.

3:20: 42 PM

W LLI AM  ANDREWS, St udent , Former  Student Body President,
Uni versity of Al aska Southeast, testified that he was initially
opposed to a proposal to increase tuition. H's opinion changed
when he realized the benefits would include expanded prograns.
Failure to adequately fund the University would inpact the |evel
of education. He understood the limted funding available for
multiple needs, as well as the reality of declining oi
production. He appreciated the difficult decisions the Conmttee
nmust nmake about distribution of funding.

3:23: 45 PM

HEATHER SWANSON, Enpl oyee, University of Al aska Southeast, and
President, Staff Council Alliance, testified that her children
would attend the University of Alaska because she knows
firsthand the quality of the education provided. The Staff
Council Alliance represents over 200 University enployees from
Sout heast comunities. She renmarked that the "University of
Alaska is working hard to enhance peoples' curiosities,” and
stressed "we need to trust the Board of Regents to make the best
possi bl e deci sions for us."

3:28:01 PM
PAM MUELLER- GQUY, Sout heast Alaska |ndependent Living (SAIL),
testified that the organization for six years has hel ped people

succeed in every aspect of their lives. She listed many of the
services offered and the subsequent positive results. She was
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uncertain of her current situation were it not for the
assi stance of SAIl L.

3:32: 09 PM

Senator Elton requested a copy of the wtness' witten
t esti nony.

3:32: 37 PM

BECKY HARRI NGTON had testinony read on her behalf by M.
Muel l er-GQuy. Ms. Harrington was a recipient of the services of
SAIL. More training is necessary to differentiate which efforts
are successful and shoul d be expanded.

3:35:33 PM

M KE COONEY, Alaska Canopy Adventures, and 1ll-year Juneau
resident testified that he has worked in the tourism industry
for all of those 11 years. This industry has enabled him to
purchase a honme and "earn a living".

3:36: 50 PM

ERI C SCHOLTZ, Tensco Helicopters, and Secretary, Al aska Tourism
| ndustry Associ ation, and resident of Douglas, testified that he
wor ked on cruise ships prior to relocating to Al aska. He spoke
to the funding requested for the Alaska Tourism Industry
Association (ATIA). Tensco hires approxinmately 75 youths during
the summer nonths, providing them an opportunity to earn noney
and to gain work experience. He requested increased funding for
the ATIA to expend for marketing efforts.

3:39:12 PM

GECRCE REI FENSTEIN,  Cener al Manager , M. Roberts Tramay,
Gol dbelt, Inc., testified in support of funding for the ATIA He
highlighted his career in the tourism industry cunulating with
the seasonal enploynent of his tw daughters. The Tramay
enpl oys approximately 75 fulltinme seasonal enployees. Although
the Trammay has a narketing budget, it is insufficient to extend
to the energing market pl ace.

3:41: 46 PM
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BOB WYSOUKI, President and Chief Executive Oficer, Huna Totem
Corporation, testified that the primary industry of the
Corporation is the Icy Point destination. The Corporation hires
Nati ve Al askans al nost exclusively. Funding for the ATIA is not
about cruise ships but about economic opportunities for
Al askans. Funding for ATIA is necessary to reach energing
mar ket s.

3:43: 48 PM

EMLY NENON, GCovernnment Relations Liaison, Alaska Chapter
American Cancer Society, testified to the health danage
resulting from tobacco use as well as concerns regarding the
ri sks of obesity.

3:45: 03 PM

ART PETERSON, Board of Directors, Retired, Al aska Legal Services
(ALS) Comm ssion, and Attorney, expressed appreciation for the
funding for the ALS recomrended by the budget subcommttee. The
need for Ilegal advice has continued despite elimnation of
funding by former Governor Frank Mrkowski. M. Peterson hoped
that the proposed funding for FY 08 woul d be retai ned.

3:47: 07 PM

Co-Chair Hoffrman established that no other testifiers in Juneau
were present to testify.

AT EASE 3:47:27 PM/ 4:42:56 PM

Testifying from Honer, Dillingham Sitka, Wangell, Petersburg
or Cordova:

Co-Chair Hoffman invited Co-Chair Stedman, representative of
Senate District A to lead the followng portion of the neeting
in which testinmony from Southeast comunities and other
| ocati ons woul d be heard.

BOB MOCRE, 38-year resident of Homer, and educator, testified
via teleconference from Honer about his involvenent in the
University of Alaska. He requested funding to cover the "fixed
costs" of the University. This funding would pronote education
and every community in the state would benefit.
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4:45:36 PM

ROSE HEYANO, Bristol Bay Area Health Corporation, testified via
tel econference from DiIli ngham about the nine communities in the
region that have community health centers. These centers offer
access to health care to all regardless of ability to pay.
Charges are assessed according to the patient's ability to pay
and cannery enployees receive care with the costs deducted
directly from their paychecks. The centers provide care to the
nost renpote areas of the State. This is inportant given high
transportation costs. Comunity Health Centers need funding from
the State as well as reinbursement from Medicaid. She relayed
the circunstances of a wonan diagnosed with cervical cancer who
had been unable to afford preventative care, such as pap snears,
that could have identified her illness sooner and subsequently
incurred | ower Medicaid costs.

4:49:46 PM

ERIC HOLLAND, Deputy Director, Behavioral Health Departnent,
Bri st ol Bay Area Heal t h Cor por ati on, testified Vi a
tel econference from Dillingham in support for funding of Al aska
Legal Services (ALS). In his experience wrking with the |oca

ALS office, he |learned of the funding needs of the organization.
Many clients of behavioral health services also are in need of
| egal advi ce.

4:52:43 PM

VALERI E MCCANDLESS, WMayor, Gty of Wangell, testified via
tel econference from Wangell to the needs of all comunities in
the state. These needs include funding for education and public
broadcasting. Additionally nmunicipal revenue sharing is also
inportant. She comented that the resources of Alaska are
i ntended for all Al askans.

4:55:09 PM

ANG E NEWBY, Real Estate Broker, testified via teleconference
from Honer to the inportance of tourismto the local real estate
mar ket. Many honme buyers first came to the State as visitors;
some via cruise ships, but nobst as independent travelers. She
expressed shane that other states invest 50 percent nore in
tourismthan the state of Al aska does.
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4:57:28 PM

CONNIE SIPE, Center for Community, testified via tel econference
from Sitka that the organization has been serving elderly
residents of Sitka and outlying comunities. Governor Palin's
proposed budget indicates a $16.5 mllion savings in the
per sonal care attendant program as a result of  better
adm nistration of the program However, the rates had not been
i ncreased since 1988 with the hourly rate remaining at $21. This
is conpared to the 30 percent salary increases awarded to health
care workers in other progranms admnistered by the State.

5:01:15 PM

Cl NDY EDWARDS, Sitka Resident, testified via tel econference from
Sitka to encourage funding for public broadcasting. She along
with many in her community relies on public broadcasting for
news and ot her services.

5:02:18 PM

MARCO  DAPCEVI CH, Mayor , Cty of Sit ka, testified via
tel econference from Sitka, to encourage retention of funding for
muni ci pal revenue sharing as proposed in the conmittee
substitute.

5:03:41 PM

Co-Chair Stedman informed that the Committee was addressing the
unfunded liability of the Public Enployees Retirenent System
(PERS) and the Teachers Retirenent System (TRS), in addition to
muni ci pal revenue shari ng.

5:04: 09 PM

DAVE NI VINS, Sitka Convention and Visitors Bureau, testified via
tel econference from Sitka on behalf of the over 200 nenbers of
t he organi zation. The Bureau benefits from the funding provided
to the AITA Tourismis a major industry in Sitka.

5:05:49 PM
TIM JOYCE, Mayor, City of Cordova, testified via tel econference

from an offnet site in Cordova in support of nmunicipal revenue
sharing for Cordova and other communities. The City had relied
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on this funding for nmaintenance and other services until that
funding was elimnated. Subsequently, the Cty was unable to
afford basic maintenance and as a result many facilities are in
poor condition. The resources of Alaska should be shared wth
all. He commented to an earlier statenent that State funding for
enpl oyers' PERS/TRS debt is tantanpbunt to revenue sharing. He
di sagreed. He also encouraged full funding for increased fuel
costs and for the Al aska Marine H ghway System Comunities that
are not |ocated along the road systemrely on the ferry system

5:08:45 PM

PETER HCEPFNER, Menber, Cordova School District, testified via
tel econference from an offnet location in Cordova about the
dedi cation of parents and the community to education. He cited
the proficiency levels of students and attributed this to the
quality of education provided. However, declining enrollnent has
reduced funding and resulted in elimnation of teaching staff
and subsequently increased class size. An elenentary school in
the district needs funding to upgrade its outdated playground.

5:11: 50 PM

TINA DAY, Executive Director, Homer Chanber of Commerce,
testified via teleconference from Honmer in support of funding
for the ATIA Last year Honmer had 150,000 visitors, and
continuing increases are anticipated. Many tourism businesses in
Homer are independently owned and rely on the ATIA for
pronoti on. She also spoke in favor of funding for the Kachenak
Bay Canpus of the University of Alaska. Additionally $1 million
capital funding is needed for the South Peninsula Hospital
expansion. This hospital contributes $25.3 million to the |oca
econonmy. An increase in the senior citizen population of 38
percent is anticipated in the next ten years.

5:14: 28 PM

TED SM TH, Mayor , Cty of Pet er sbur g, testified Vi a
tel econference from Petersburg, in support of nunicipal revenue
sharing. Comunities have assunmed nore financial responsibility
from the State in senior tax exenptions, road and harbor
mai nt enance, and other services. Petersburg levies sales and
property taxes. State funding for enployers' portion of the
PERS/ TRS unfunded liability is not equal to nunicipal revenue
shari ng.
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AT EASE 5:16:56 PM/ 5:17:55 PM

Testifying from Fai rbanks (unl ess ot herw se noted):

Co-Chair Hoffman invited Senator Thomas, representing Senate
District D, to lead this portion of the neeting in which
testimony was received from Fai rbanks area residents.

5:18: 29 PM

KADEENE T LAMB testified that she had suffered a traumatic brain
injury. Access Al aska has assisted her in securing enploynent.
She requested a funding increase of $100, 000 for t he
or gani zati on.

5:19: 27 PM

GEORGE JOHNSTON HI SAMOTO testified about the traumatic brain
injury he received as a result of a driver running a red |ight.
Access Alaska has assisted him in being able to Ilive
i ndependently. He exclaimed, "Thank God for Access Al aska."

5:21: 09 PM

RICHARD WeEBB testified that he becane legally blind several
years ago. He requested a $100,000 funding increase for
i ndependent living centers, and amount simlar to that provided
for FY 07. Wien people becone disabled they need a "place to
turn*. Many feel worthless although this is not the case.
Organi zations such as the Alaska Center for the Blind and
Visually Inpaired are inportant. The State would incur costs if
not through these progranms, than from the nonetary costs of drug
abuse, unenpl oynent and depression.

5:23:34 PM

LORETTA TONO AN, Advocacy Board, Access Alaska, testified that
her pig farm had been destroyed by fire. After recovering froma
knee injury received in this incident she decided to rebuild her
farm She got a job but re-injured her knee. Wthout the
services of Access Al aska she woul d have been unable to continue
living independently. She likely would have frozen to death were
funding to offset heating expenses not provided to her.
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5:25:26 PM

VI CTOR MARTIN testified through an interpreter that he is deaf
and that interpreters are inportant to hinmself and to the
conmuni ty.

5:26: 09 PM

PAT MOSS stressed her personal interest in funding shortfalls to
the Departnent of Labor and Workforce Devel opnent. The
facilities of Eielson Air Force Base are being utilized, and the
econony of Interior Alaska is continuing to grow Trained
wor kers are needed.

5:28:44 PM

ROB PERDUE, Colden Heart Projects, testified in support of a
funding request from the Departnent of Health and Socia
Services for the detoxification facility. In the past several
years, the Project has inproved the lives of nmany area
residents. No longer is Fairbanks a place to conme to drink
excessively and these inprovenents nust be maintained. Jail and
hospitalization is not a long term solution to alcohol abuse.
The tourismindustry benefits fromthis program

5:31: 09 PM

REG NA HORNE supported rural communities and testified in
opposition to the closing of four rural job centers. Mbile
centers are inadequate. Rural residents deserve the sane
services as urban residents.

5:33: 55 PM

SCOTT REISLAND, fourth generation Al askan, owner of two
recreational vehicle parks and President, Alaska Canpground
Owners Association, testified in Juneau, to the need for
i ncreased funding for ATIA Canpground use has declined over the
past several years and many locally owned operations are in
need. Tourism m ght be considered a non-vital State service, but
the industry provides economc benefits to the entire state.
| ndependent and snaller businesses are necessary, Independent
travelers tend to stay | onger and spend nore noney in the state.

5:38: 35 PM
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Co-Chair Hoffman reiterated his request that testinony be
[imted to two m nutes.

5:38:51 PM

DONDI  JON COCK, Access Al aska, testified that he suffered brain
damage from an aneurism Previously sinple functions, such as
buyi ng a bus token, have becone difficult. An agency |ike Access
Al aska provides vital assistance in inproving the quality of
life, as well as the quality of society as a whol e.

5:40: 55 PM

DEB H CKOK President and Chief Executive Oficer, Fairbanks
Convention and Visitors Borough, and Marketing Director, Al aska
Tourism Industry Association, testified in Juneau to request
funding for the independent marketing efforts of the ATIA The
Fai r banks Convention and Visitors Bureau serves as a nodel in
pronoti ng i ndependent travel to Alaska. One half of the visitors
to Fairbanks are independent travelers. The Bureau not only
books these visitors for local |odging and activities, but also
arranges for visitors to travel to nore northerly destinations.
Additionally, the Bureau pronotes winter travel to Al aska.

5:42:59 PM

JACK WLBUR, KUAC, local public radio station testified in
support of the proposed funding for public broadcasting. Public
broadcasting is inportant to residents of Interior Alaska, as it
provides the only source of news and information to sone renote
| ocations. He Ilisted other programm ng available, including
prograns targeted to children. Public broadcasting has w de bi-
parti san support locally and nationally.

5:45:05 PM

JI'M BURTON, Governor's Commi ttee on Enpl oynent and
Rehabilitation of People with D sabilities, testified in Juneau
in support of funding for the Departnment of Labor and Wbrkforce
Devel opnent. He has benefited from Departnment prograns over
several years. He has nedical conditions that affect his vision
and hearing. He has benefited from progranms adm nistered by the
Division of Vocational Rehabilitation, the National Center for
the Blind and other organizations. Wth the loss of his sight,
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he was forced to retire from his profession as a Conputer
Assisted Design (CAD) programrer and operator. He becane an
i nstructor of conputer operations at the Tanana Val |l ey Canpus of
the University of Alaska. As his hearing deteriorated, he began
to have difficulty in comunicating with his students. The
Division provided him with equipnment to assist wth hearing,
thus allowing him to continue working. He spoke to the
i mportance of independent I|iving.

5:51:21 PM

DAVI D VASTOLA, Pediatrician, and Medical Director, Community
Health Services, Southeast Alaska Regional Health Consortium
(SEARHC), testified via teleconference from Sitka, to the
importance of funding for comunity health centers. These
clinics serve the nedically underserved: the underinsured and
the uninsured. He told of the assunption of operations in 1998
of the Lynn Canal Medical Center, located in Haines. The clinic
has expanded under the guidance of SEARHC enabling increased
access to health <care services for nore area residents.

Community health centers are recognized as highly efficient and
as providing significant cost savings to the State and federa

Medicaid program He recomended the proposed $2.3 mllion
appropriation for community health centers.

5:56:32 PM

TABOR REHBAUM Arctic Alliance for People, testified to request
funding for the Human Services Community Mtching Grant Program
at the level of the previous year. Al aska Legal Services and Big
Brothers/Big Sisters in Fairbanks have both been recipients of
this grant program benefiting many residents.

5:58: 16 PM

WALTER SHERMVAN testified to the services he has received through
Access Al aska, including bus passes and a cellular phone to use
in the event of emergency. He encouraged continued funding.

5:59: 23 PM
LEE KENASTON, 35-year Fairbanks resident, testified in support
in an increase in tourism funding. He works for a small tourism

busi ness. Enploynment in tourism has paid for his college
education and now supports his famly.
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6: 00: 28 PM

THOMAS BRI GGS- NASH, 17-years old, testified that Access Al aska
has assisted him with job training. He had difficulty with his
handwiting and the organization has helped him inprove this
resulting in better school perfornance.

6: 01: 24 PM

TRESHA NASH testified that her famly was a "mlitary famly"
that chose to remain in Alaska after discharge. Her famly
i ncludes six special needs children. The eldest, Thonas Briggs-
Nash, has received services from Access Al aska and her younger
children would in the future.

6: 02: 19 PM

DANI EL HOFFMAN, Chief, Fairbanks Police Departnent, and Menber
Golden Heart Project, testified that the comunity has been
forced to pay an wunfair portion of the costs related to
al coholism He explained the process in which Al askans in need
of detoxification <care are directed to facilities wth
vacancies. Facilities located in Anchorage are often at capacity
and subsequently many patients from other communities are sent
to Fairbanks. He therefore requested increased funding for the
Gol den Heart Project "enhanced detox" facility.

6: 03: 52 PM

MARJORIE GRUNIN, Menber, Board of Directors, Hospice of the
Tanana Valley, testified in support of funding for the
organi zation which provides services for those living both
within and outside of the Fairbanks netropolitan area.

6: 05: 24 PM

Davi d Jacobson, Staff, Access Al aska, told of a brain tunmor 25
years ago that prevented him from continuing enploynent in the
construction industry. Through the assistance of Access Al aska
he was able to attend classes at the University of Al aska and
receive training in other fields. He also spoke to the
i mportance of the Personal Care Attendant program This allows
people to continue to live in their homes and be a part of their
comunity. The rates paid to personal care attendants have not
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increased for nmany years. Interpreter referral services are
essential for the integration of the deaf into the comunity.

6: 09: 05 PM

ANDY HARRI NGTON, Al aska Legal Services, thanked the Departnent
of Health and Social Services budget subcommttee for the
recomrendation for funding Al aska Legal Services (ALS). ALS is
one program that had previously received State funding that had
been recently elimnated.

6:11:16 PM

DANI EL DARNELL testified in support of keeping the Fairbanks job
trai ning office open.

6:12: 15 PM

EUGENE EWN testified through an interpreter that interpreters
are necessary to assist deaf Alaska Natives in jail.

6:15: 06 PM

MAGE E MATCOS testified through an interpreter to the inportance
of interpreters for the deaf. Mre funding is needed for
interpreters in Al aska.

6:15:54 PM

EMVA MORGAN testified through an interpreter to her need for
nore interpreters for the deaf. They are needed for doctor
visits and other interactions.

6: 16: 46 PM

RANDY BOWELL told of his disability received as a result of a
car accident. He has worked to inprove services for disabled,
such as inproved public transportation with sheltered areas at
bus stops. Prograns |ike Access Al aska have received reduced
funding in recent years. He pledged to continue his efforts to
address the needs of those suffering traumatic brain injuries.

6:18:59 PM
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CORRINE BOWELL testified as the mother of a traumatic brain
injury survivor. Upon discharge from Providence Medical Center,
she was advised to contact Access Al aska for future services for
her child. Self esteem for a person with disabilities incurred
from an accident nust be regained. Access Al aska, by offering
services and not passing judgnment, assists significantly in this
process.

6:21: 22 PM

MATT ATKINSON, Air Arctic, testified in support of funding for
the ATIA. Air operators rely on independent travelers and depend
on marketing dollars to draw travelers to the State.

6:23:31 PM

GAYLE MALLOY BINKLEY, Hospice of Tanana Valley, supported
funding for hospice services. She described the services
provi ded by Hospice including assisting nothers who are ill and
have small children. Hospice of Tanana serves residents of many
surroundi ng conmuni ti es.

6:25:49 PM

KATHY HODGES, Northern Alaska Tour Conpany, testified that
funding for tourism should be provided, as it is a proven
investnment with positive returns. Her enploynent in the industry
has all owed her to pay for college and it enploys many ot hers.

6: 27: 44 PM

REBECCA  BAI LEY, Trans Arctic Circle Trek, and Student,
University of Alaska, testified requesting tourism funding.
Rei nvesting sone of the noney generated by the State into
touri smwoul d be beneficial to the industry.

6:29: 14 PM
ANNA  FERRI, Arctic Qutfitters, testified in support of
"Destination Al aska" tourism funding. This industry drew her and

many ot hers back to the State.

6: 30: 20 PM
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KORY EBERHARDT, Student, testified that his famly has owned and
operated A Taste of Al aska Lodge for 15 years, which depends
heavily on visitors to Alaska. He requested increased funding to
support the visitor industry utilizing tax revenues generated
fromthe industry. More than $20 million is necessary to counter
the decline in the nunber of independent travelers.

6:31:15 PM

ERI CKA VELD, Arctic Crcle Trading Post, testified that she was
born and raised in Fairbanks. She asked the Commttee to fully
fund the destination marketing efforts of the ATIA as her job
depended on it.

6:31:54 PM

KATHY THROSTAD, representing hersel f, testified Vi a
tel econference from Fairbanks and shared the joy she receives
from her enployment with the job training center and the service
it provides. It is vital to keep State jobs in Fairbanks.

6:34:32 PM

ELYSE GUTTENBERG Fai rbanks Native Association, testified in
support of $500,000 in funding for the Fairbanks Behavi oral

Health enhanced detoxification facility. The Association is
significantly involved in the Golden Heart Project coalition,

whi ch has "worked for years to bring" detoxification services to
Interior Al aska. The coalition has secured the necessary capita

funding for the facility, but could not afford to staff the
increased beds or to service the conbined nental health and
detoxification needs wthout State funding. The existing
detoxification unit has ten beds. However, the services the new
facility would provide would serve not only the Interior, but
al so much of the northern region of the state.

6:37:19 PM

TAMME WLSON, resident of North Pole, testified that as a
t axpayer she encouraged the Legislature to address the unfunded
liability of PERS and TRS. She also favored funding the
muni ci pal revenue sharing program rather than funding for
capital projects. The Al aska Longevity Bonus program should be
rei nst at ed.
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6:39: 00 PM

DON THI BEDEAU, Hospice of the Tanana Valley, encouraged the
continued funding of the conmunity matching grant program H's
famly, which has been a part of the Fairbanks comunity since
1922, has been inpacted by a nunber of agencies that receive
these grants. He had provided care for his grandnother and then
his nother in their final years. Resources are not always
avail able to provide support to |oved ones as they age.

6:42: 23 PM

CHERYL KILGORE, Executive Director, Interior Community Health,
encouraged funding for comunity health centers, as the services
they provide are vital. She also requested increasing the
eligibility requirements of the Denali Kid Care program up to
200 percent of the federal poverty |evel.

6: 44: 52 PM

KELLY BROWN, Al aska State Enpl oyees Associ ati on AFSCME Local 52,
spoke on behalf of State enployees as well as the over 5,000
Al aska workers and business owners who had signed a petition
regardi ng proposed funding reductions to Departnent of Labor and
Wor kf orce Devel opnent offices. These offices provide a nyriad of
services to the conmmunity to both workers and enployers. She
detail ed these services.

6:46: 48 PM

BEV DUBE, 20-year Enployee, Departnent of Labor and Wrkforce
Devel opnent testified to the proposal to phase out the
Unenpl oynment | nsurance office |located in Fairbanks, laying off
three staff on June 30, 2007 and closing the office conpletely
on June 30, 2008. The workload would be shifted to one of the
two remaining offices in Anchorage and Juneau and additi onal
positions would be needed at those |ocations. Travel from those
of fices would be necessary to provide the rapid response |ayoff
nmeetings required by federal regul ations.

JAMVES EASTERLI NG Northern Al aska Tour Conpany, spoke in support
of funding for tourism

6:49:52 PM
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Co- Chair Hoffman reviewed the week's public testinony schedul e.

#
ADJ OURNIVENT

Co- Chair Lyman Hof frman adjourned the neeting at 6:50:41 PM
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