ALASKA STATE LEG SLATURE
HOUSE TRANSPCORTATI ON STANDI NG COW TTEE
March 6, 2007
1:31 p.m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Representati ve Kyl e Johansen, Chair
Represent ati ve Anna Faircl ough
Representative Crai g Johnson
Representative M ke Doogan
Represent ati ve Wodi e Sal non

VEMBERS ABSENT

Representative Mark Neuman, Vice Chair
Representative Vic Kohring

COWM TTEE CALENDAR

HOUSE BILL NO 8
"An  Act naming the Jlaw enforcenment training facility in
Fai rbanks the J. Kevin Lamm Law Enforcenment Training Facility."

- MOVED HB 8 QUT OF COW TTEE

HOUSE BI LL NO. 168

"An Act authorizing two exchanges of |and between the Al aska
Rai |l road Corporation and the Departnent of Transportation and
Public Facilities; and providing for an effective date."

- MOVED HB 168 OUT OF COW TTEE
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: HB 8

SHORT TITLE. J. KEVIN LAMM TRAI NI NG FACI LI TY
SPONSOR(s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) RAMRAS

01/ 16/ 07 (H) PREFI LE RELEASED 1/5/ 07
01/ 16/ 07 (H) READ THE FI RST TIME - REFERRALS
01/ 16/ 07 (H) TRA

02/ 15/ 07 (H) TRA AT 1: 30 PM CAPI TOL 17

02/ 15/ 07 (H) Heard & Hel d

02/ 15/ 07 (H) M NUTE( TRA)

03/ 06/ 07 (H) TRA AT 1: 30 PM CAPI TOL 17
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BILL: HB 168
SHORT TITLE: LAND TRANSFERS ALASKA RR & DOTPF
SPONSOR('s): TRANSPORTATI ON

02/ 28/ 07 (H) READ THE FI RST TIME - REFERRALS
02/ 28/ 07 (H) TRA, L&C, FIN

03/ 01/ 07 (H TRA AT 1:30 PM CAPI TOL 17

03/ 01/ 07 (H) -- MEETI NG CANCELED - -

03/ 06/ 07 (H) TRA AT 1:30 PM CAPI TOL 17

W TNESS REG STER

DANI EL HOFFMAN, Chi ef

Fai r banks Pol i ce Depart nent

City of Fairbanks

Fai r banks, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Answered questions and provided information
during hearing on HB 8.

RODNEY DI AL, Lieutenant, Deputy Comrander

A Attachnent

D vision of Al aska State Troopers

Al aska Departnent of Public Safety

Ket chi kan, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Answered questions during hearing on HB 8.

DAVI D SCOTT, Staff

to Representative Kyle Johansen

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Present ed HB 168 on behal f of
Representative Johansen, <chair of +the House Transportation
St andi ng Conm ttee, sponsor of HB 168.

VEENDY LI NDSKOOG, Assistant Vice President

Corporate Affairs

Al aska Railroad Corporation (ARRC

Depart ment of Comrerce, Conmunity, & Econom c Devel opnent
Anchor age, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Answered questions regardi ng HB 168.

MARY SI ROKY, Legislative Liaison

O fice of the Conm ssioner

Departnent of Transportation & Public Facilities (DOT&PF)
Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Answered questions regardi ng HB 168.
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FRANCES ZI MVERMAN, Ri ght of Way Agent 111

Central Region

Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (DOT&PF)
Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Answered questions regarding HB 168.

JOHN BENNETT, Ri ght-of-Way Chi ef

Nort hern Regi on

Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (DOT&PF)
Fai r banks, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Answered questions regardi ng HB 168.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

CHAIR KYLE JOHANSEN called the House Transportation Standing
Conmittee neeting to order at 1:31:51 PM Representati ves
Johansen, Doogan, Johnson, and Fairclough were present at the
call to order. Representative Salnon arrived as the neeting was
i n progress.

HB 8-J. KEVIN LAMM TRAINING FACILITY

1: 32: 03 PM

CHAI R JOHANSEN announced that the first order of business would
be HOUSE BILL NO 8, "An Act namng the | aw enforcenent training
facility in Fairbanks the J. Kevin Lamm Law Enforcenent Trai ning
Facility."

1: 32: 22 PM

CHAIR JOHANSEN requested a description of the |[proposed]
facility in Fairbanks.

DANI EL HOFFMAN, Chief, Fairbanks Police Departnment, City of
Fai rbanks, stated that [the proposed facility] 1is fairly
rudi mentary and woul d replace the current shooting range that is

slated for destruction due to airport expansion. It would
consi st of a 100-yard shooting range surrounded by a raised dirt
berm A rain shack would be built to provide cover while

weapons and gear are cl eaned.

CH EF HOFFMAN, in response to further questions from Chair
Johansen, explained that the facility would be owned by the
state and would be located on airport land that is owned by the
state. He said that no personnel would be necessary to staff
the facility. Each of the 30 federal, state, and |ocal agencies
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that would be using the facility would schedule their tinme at
the facility through the airport and that each individual agency
woul d be responsible for providing nonitoring or training staff
when activities are conducted.

1:35:11 PM

CHAI R JOHANSEN inquired as to the Departnment of Public Safety's
(DPS) plans for its acadeny in Sitka.

RODNEY DI AL, Li eut enant, Deputy Commander, A Attachnent,
Division of Alaska State Troopers, Al aska Departnent of Public
Safety, related that the comm ssioner is looking to establish
regional training centers to conplinent, not replace, the Sitka
trai ning acadeny. These regional training centers wll allow
significantly reduced travel tinmes, and thereby increase the
productivity of troopers. For exanple, if the regional training
centers save tw days of travel for half of the troopers
annually, it has the effect of adding another trooper position
to serve Al aska. He also noted that a significant anount of
travel time is on overtinme pay. The conmm ssioner's goal in
having regional training centers is to nmake the division nore
efficient.

1: 36: 26 PM

LI EUTENANT DI AL, in response to Representative Johnson, pointed
out that there are no long-term housing proposals for the

regional training centers. They would conplinent, not replace
the training conducted at the acadeny in Sitka and make the
departnment nore efficient. He surmsed that if there was a

regional training center in Fairbanks, it would be utilized for
personnel in Western Alaska and Interior posts. Tr oopers based
i n Sout heast would still be sent to Sitka, he said.

1:37:47 PM

CH EF HOFFMAN informed the commttee that this proposal was
initiated and brought forth by the |ocal peace officers
association in Fairbanks, which represents the 30 agencies that
utilize the existing shooting range. Regardi ng the inpact of
this facility to the statewde operation of Alaska State
Troopers, he pointed out that participation and use of the
exi sting range by troopers is an extrenely small part of what is
bei ng di scussed. He stated that nenbers of the Fairbanks Police
Departnment do not travel to Sitka when qualifications are
required. Chief Hoffman rel ayed:
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This is a local range facility that's desperately
needed to be maintained here in Fairbanks to service
our |ocal needs. If it ends up helping the troopers
additionally, that's great and I'm all for that but
|"m hoping that people don't |ose sight of the fact
that we're losing the only range that we have here,
that services all of our |aw enforcenent agencies. W
need to have another facility to replace it.

1:39: 10 PM

REPRESENTATI VE DOOGAN rel ated his understanding that the purpose
of HB 8 is sinply to nane a facility if and when one is built
and that the question of whether or not to build a facility is
contained in a separate bill.

LI EUTENANT DI AL stated that this is correct.

1:40: 10 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON noved to report HB 8 out of commttee
with individual recomendations and the acconpanying fiscal
notes. There being no objection, it was so ordered.

The conmmittee took an at-ease from1:40 p.m to 1:43 p.m

HB 168- LAND TRANSFERS ALASKA RR & DOTPF

1: 43: 23 PM

CHAI R JOHANSEN announced that the final order of business would
be HOUSE BILL NO 168, "An Act authorizing two exchanges of |and
between the Alaska Railroad Corporation and the Departnent of
Transportation and Public Facilities; and providing for an
effective date.”

DAVI D SCOIT, Staff to Representative Kyle Johansen, Alaska State
Legi sl ature, presented HB 168 on behalf of Representative
Johansen, chair of the House Transportation Standing Comrittee,
sponsor of HB 168. He explained that the bill authorizes two
exchanges of land, totaling approximately 10 acres, between the
Alaska Railroad Corporation (ARRC) and the Departnent of
Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&F) in order to
accommodat e two DOT&PF proj ects. The projects are the w dening
and |ane inprovenent of the Parks Highway in Wasilla and the
construction of a heavy aircraft cargo apron at the Fairbanks

HOUSE TRA COW TTEE - 5- March 6, 2007



I nternational Airport. Both of the projects require an
adjustnment of the railroad track and right-of-way | ands. M.
Scott said the bill ensures that all appropriate titles to
property can be in place for both of these two DOT&PF projects;
Section 1 pertains to the Parks Hi ghway project and Section 2
pertains to the cargo apron project. He explained that AS
42.40.285 requires legislative approval for the ARRC to
"exchange, donate, sell or otherwi se convey its entire interest
in land".

1: 45: 22 PM

REPRESENTATI VE DOOGAN i nquired whether there is any opposition
to either of the exchanges from other agencies or from the
publi c.

VEENDY LI NDSKOOG, Assistant Vice President, Corporate Affairs,
Alaska Railroad Corporation (ARRC), Departnent of Comerce,
Communi ty, & Econom c Devel opnent, responded that ARRC has not
heard of any opposition. It is a small issue in terns of only
being an agency-to-agency |and exchange to acconmpdate the
DOT&PF proj ects.

MARY SI ROKY, Legislative Liaison, Ofice of the Comm ssioner,
Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (DOT&PF),
answered that DOT&PF is not aware of any opposition. It was
property that did not have a constituency that would be opposed
to the transfers.

1:47:13 PM

REPRESENTATI VE DOOGAN asked whet her these sorts of exchanges are
publicly noticed.

FRANCES ZI MVERMAN, Right-of-Way Agent 111, Central Region,
Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (DOT&PF),
replied that her involvenent is with the Parks H ghway project
and that she did not believe that there is normally a public
notice process involved in this type of a transfer.

JOHN BENNETT, Right-of-Wy Chief, Northern Region, Departnent of
Transportation & Public Facilities (DOT&F), stated that there
has been public notice and public involvenment in [the aircraft
cargo apron] project through the normal environnental public

i nvol venent process. However, public notice for a disposal of
land is generally only required when the state is divesting
itself of its interest in the |and. In this case, he said, the
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end result is that all of the real property will still be held
by the State of Al aska.

1:48: 34 PM

MR. BENNETT, in response to a question from Representative
Johnson, expl ained that the Fairbanks project involved noving an
existing spur line of railroad tracks a short distance to nake
room for the heavy cargo apron.

V. ZI MVERVAN, in response to the sane question from
Representative Johnson, said that the sanme situation existed
with regard to the Parks Hi ghway. The railroad tracks were

rel ocated approxinmately 100 feet south of their prior |ocation
during the inprovenent project.

1: 48: 52 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON inquired whether the [track relocation]
has al ready been done.

M5. ZI MMERMAN responded yes, that the construction of the [Parks
H ghway] project and the relocation of the tracks have already
taken place, but that the transfer of title is not yet been done
because it is dependent upon [HB 168].

MR. BENNETT answered that this is also correct for the airport
proj ect . The project was advertised and construction was
commenced based on a right-of-entry document between DOT&PF and
ARRC. They are now in the process of wapping up the title
details so that deeds for the property can be exchanged.

1: 49: 24 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON asked who paid for the cost of noving the
track since there is no fiscal note on the bill.

M5. ZI MVERVAN replied that it was a part of the project costs
and that the Parks H ghway project was primarily federally
f unded.

MR. BENNETT stated that this is the sanme situation with the
Fai rbanks International Airport. The project is funded by the
Federal Aviation Administration and this is a participating
cost .

1:49: 55 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE SALMON i nquired whether the access road around

the [airport] runway will still be available to the public.
MR. BENNETT answered yes; there will still be an access road.
1:50: 37 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON noved to report HB 168 out of commttee
with individual recomendations and the acconpanying fiscal
notes. There being no objection, it was so ordered.

ADJ OQURNNMENT
There being no further business before the commttee, the House

Transportation Standing Committee neeting was adjourned at 1:50
p. m
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