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COWM TTEE CALENDAR

HOUSE BI LL NO. 102
"An Act relating to vacating |lanes or slowng down for certain
vehi cl es stopped along the side of a road."

- MOVED HB 102 QUT OF COW TTEE

HOUSE JO NT RESCLUTI ON NO. 8

Qpposing the enactnent by the Washington State Legislature of a
bill proposing to inpose a fee on the processing of shipping
containers in the State of Washington because of the negative
i npact of the fee on the people and the econony of this state.

- MOVED CSHJR 8(TRA) OUT OF COMM TTEE
HOUSE BILL NO 8

"An  Act naming the Jlaw enforcement training facility in
Fai rbanks the J. Kevin Lamm Law Enforcenment Training Facility."

- HEARD AND HELD
HOUSE BI LL NO. 126
"An Act relating to driver's licenses and permts, commerci al
driver's licenses, and other notor vehicle laws; relating to the
driver's license conpact; and providing for an effective date."

- BILL HEARI NG CANCELED
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PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON

Bl LL: HB 102
SHORT TITLE: PASSI NG STATI ONARY VEHI CLES
SPONSOR('s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) COGHI LL

01/ 22/ 07 (H) READ THE FIRST TI ME - REFERRALS
01/ 22/ 07 (H) TRA, JUD
02/ 15/ 07 (H) TRA AT 1:30 PM CAPI TOL 17

BILL: HIR 8
SHORT TI TLE: WASHI NGTON CONTAI NER FEE
SPONSOR(s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) THOVAS

02/ 07/ 07 (H) READ THE FI RST TIME - REFERRALS
02/ 07/ 07 (H) TRA, L&C
02/ 15/ 07 (H) TRA AT 1:30 PM CAPI TOL 17

BILL: HB 8
SHORT TITLE:. J. KEVIN LAMM TRAI NI NG FACI LI TY
SPONSOR(s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) RAMRAS

01/ 16/ 07 (H) PREFI LE RELEASED 1/5/ 07
01/ 16/ 07 (H) READ THE FI RST TIME - REFERRALS
01/ 16/ 07 (H) TRA

02/ 15/ 07 (H) TRA AT 1:30 PM CAPI TOL 17

W TNESS REG STER

REPRESENTATI VE JOHN COGHI LL

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Sponsor of HB 102.

KAREN LI DSTER, St aff

to Representative John Coghill

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented information on HB 102.

RCDNEY DI AL, Lieutenant, Deputy Comrander

A Attachnent

Di vision of Al aska State Troopers

Al aska Department of Public Safety

Ket chi kan, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 102.
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VERNON MARSHALL, Lobbyi st

for Public Safety Enpl oyees Associ ation

Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 102.

REPRESENTATI VE BI LL THOVAS

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Sponsor of HIR 8.

RANDY RUARQO, St aff

to Representative Kyle Johansen

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented the commttee substitute (CS) for
HIR 8, Version 25-LS0533\C, Bullock, 2/12/07.

EVERETT BI LLI NGSLEY, Attorney

for Lynden Fam |y of Conpanies

Seattl e, Washington

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HIR 8.

Bl LL DEAVAR, President and COO

Totem Ccean Trail er Express (TOTE)

Aubur n, Washi ngt on

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HIR 8.

AVES THOWPSON, Executive Director

Al aska Trucki ng Associ ation

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HIR 8.

PAUL FUHS, Lobbyi st

for Horizon Shipping Lines

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HIR 8.

DON KUBLEY, Lobbyi st

for Sanpson Tug and Barge

I nternational Organization of Masters, Mates & Pilots
Mari ne Engi neers Beneficial Association

Al aska I nternational Marketing

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HIR 8.

JANE PI ERSON, St aff
to Representative Jay Ranras

HOUSE TRA COW TTEE - 3- February 15, 2007



Al aska State Legislature
Juneau, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented sponsor statenent for HB 8.

MATTHEW SCDEN

Fai r banks, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Drawi ng upon his experience as a police
officer, testified in support of HB 8.

JAVES JANKE

Fai r banks, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Based wupon his experience as a |aw
enforcement official, testified in support of a new I|aw

enforcenment training facility for Interior Alaska and namng it
after Kevin Lamm

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

VICE CHAIR MARK NEUMVAN cal l ed the House Transportation Standing

Commttee neeting to order at 1:34:31 PM Represent ati ves
Neurman, Sal non, Doogan, and Johnson were present at the call to
or der. Representative Kohring arrived as the neeting was in
pr ogr ess.

HB 102- PASSI NG STATI ONARY VEHI CLES

1: 35: 11 PM

VICE CHAIR NEUMAN announced that the first order of business
woul d be HOUSE BILL NO 102, "An Act relating to vacating |anes
or slowng down for certain vehicles stopped along the side of a
road. "

1: 36: 03 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHN COGHI LL, Al aska State Legislature, sponsor
presented HB 102. He explained that under current |aw regarding
hi ghways with two or nore lanes in the sane direction, a driver
approachi ng energency vehicles performng official duties shal
pull over or slowto a prudent speed. This language is creating
enf orcenment probl ens. Also, the current |aw does not address
single |ane highways. He said HB 102 cleans up the current
statute by describing a two-lane situation in which a driver
must pull over if possible and a single-lane situation in which
a driver nust slow down. This provides a safety zone and a
met hod for naking violations of the safety zone punishable in
court.
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1: 37: 59 PM

KAREN LIDSTER, Staff to Representative John Coghill, Al aska
State Legislature, reiterated that the purpose of HB 102 is to
clean up the current |aw s | anguage and ensure the protection of
| aw enforcenent officials and energency service providers. She
directed attention to a witten statenment of support from the
Public Safety Enployees Association and a resolution from the
Al aska Association of Chiefs of Police. She also noted the
presence of Lauren Rice, Special Assistant with the Departnent
of Public Safety.

1: 39: 27 PM

VICE CHAIR NEUVMAN asked who contacted Representative Coghill's
office regarding this issue.

M5. LIDSTER responded that Representative Coghill was contacted
by an individual who was given a ticket between North Pole and
Fai r banks. Her first contact, she said, was with the Gty of
Fai rbanks Chief of Police, Daniel Hoffman. She relayed that
Chief Hoffman felt the intent of the law is to protect energency
providers and |aw enforcenent personnel by requiring passing
drivers to first choose noving into another lane if safe to do
so "or" to slow down if changing |anes is not possible. Movi ng
to the farthest lane if possible is the safest first choice for
t he enmergency personnel on the highway. However, the word "or"
makes the | aw unenforceabl e because it gives drivers no need to
first choose the farthest |lane when it is safe to do so on a
hi ghway with two | anes going in the sane direction.

1:41: 53 PM

RCDNEY DI AL, Li eut enant, Deputy Commander, A Attachnent,
Division of Al aska State Troopers, Departnment of Public Safety,
stated that the departnment fully supports HB 102. He pointed
out that 30 states have simlar |laws, referred to as "nove over
laws", which are intended to protect police, fire, and emergency
service personnel. He cited national statistics that show 30
percent of all crashes occur as the result of another crash.
G ving energency responders plenty of room reduces the chance
that another collision will occur. This issue, he enphasized,
is inmportant for the public, too, because for every mnute that
a freeway lane is closed or a two lane road is closed, it takes
an average of four additional mnutes for traffic to recover and
this accounts for about 60 percent of urban congestion. Over
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the past 10 years, he reported, approxinmately 471 police
officers nationwde have died in traffic-related accidents,
i ncludi ng about 146 who were struck by vehicles. He further
noted that FBlI statistics show traffic crashes now claim the
lives of nore police personnel than any other cause of death in
the line of duty, including shootings, wth 13 officers being
struck and killed last year while they worked outside of their
vehi cl es.

1:44:10 PM

VICE CHAIR NEUMAN asked what procedures are enployed by the
departnment to ensure trooper safety when they pull over a
vehi cl e.

LI EUTENANT DI AL explained that officers are trained at the
Department of Public Safety Acadeny to park vehicles in a manner
that offsets the vehicle just slightly into the traffic |ane

This provides a little bit of a barrier for oncomng cars Sso
that they have to nove slightly over to the left with the idea
that either the police vehicle or the vehicle in front of it
would be hit before the officer. Al so, he said, officers are
equi pped with various warning devices such as lights, flares,
and refl ective equi pnment.

1:45: 29 PM

VERNON MARSHALL, Lobbyist for the Public Safety Enployees
Associ ation (PSEA), Juneau, stated that the PSEA supports the

bill and has provided a position paper to the commttee. He
said the bill corrects a technical error and will pronote the
protection of public safety officers, as well as the public,

when dealing wth an accident or conducting an enforcenent
action.

1:47: 02 PM

VI CE CHAI R NEUMVAN, after ascertaining that no one el se wi shed to
testify, closed public testinony. He then took the opportunity
to note that Representative Ranras's anmendnent |ast year to [AS
28.35.185(a)] added "tow trucks" to the list of energency, fire,

and | aw enforcenent vehicles for which this |aw applies. He
pointed out that tow truck drivers brought this issue forward
and allowing the public to come to legislators wth

recommendations is an inportant part of what the |legislature
does.
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1: 47:58 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON noved to report HB 102 out of commttee
with individual recomendations and the acconpanying fiscal
not es. There being no objection, HB 102 was reported from the
House Transportation Standing Comm ttee.

HIR 8 - WASHI NGTON CONTAI NER FEE

1: 48: 48 PM

VICE CHAIR NEUMAN announced that the next order of business
woul d be HOUSE JO NT RESCLUTI ON NO. 8, Opposing the enactnent by
the Washington State Legislature of a bill proposing to inpose a
fee on the processing of shipping containers in the State of
Washi ngton because of the negative inpact of the fee on the
peopl e and the econony of this state.

1:49: 04 PM

REPRESENTATI VE BILL THOVAS, Alaska State Legislature, sponsor,
outlined Al aska's dependence upon goods shipped from ports in

the state of Wshi ngton. In 2003, Alaska was the fifth |argest
trading partner out of Washington, accounting for about 103,500
jobs and $4 billion in income to that state. Currently before

the Washington State Senate, he explained, is Senate Bill 5207
whi ch woul d i npose a fee of $50 per each 20-foot shipping van or
its equivalent each tine it enters — and again as it exits — any
port in that state, regardless of whether the container is ful
or enpty. Port termnal operators in Washington would receive
10 percent of the fees collected and the renmaining 90 percent
would go to the State of Washington. He said he opposes this
tax because he believes it wll devastate the residents and the
commercial fishernmen in Alaska communities by adding as nuch as
10 percent to the cost of noving goods. Representati ve Thomas
further noted that 97 percent by weight and 60 percent by val ue
of all goods shipped to Al aska are shipped by water. He asked
the commttee to support the resolution so it could be sent to
t he Washi ngton State Legi sl ature.

1: 52: 57 PM

VI CE CHAIR NEUMAN asked how nmuch of the gross product used or
consunmed in Al aska is inported.

REPRESENTATI VE THOVAS estimated that for his hone town of
Hai nes, 90-97 percent of the goods arrive by marine van.
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VI CE CHAI R NEUVAN inquired as to whether truckers driving up via
the Al can H ghway woul d be affect ed.

REPRESENTATI VE THOVAS said that he did not know, but that a
trucker hauling a [marine] van that had been put onto the truck
trailer would be affected.

1:54:13 PM

VI CE CHAIR NEUVAN noted that the tax will increase the costs to
every person in the state of Alaska for nearly every item
pur chased.

REPRESENTATI VE THOVAS reiterated his statenment that 97 percent
by wei ght and 60 percent by value of all goods shipped to Al aska
are shipped to Al aska by nmarine van.

1:54:56 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON noved to adopt the proposed committee
substitute (CS) for HIR 8, Version 25-LS0533\C, Bullock
2/ 12/ 07, as the work draft. There being no objection, Version C
was before the conmttee.

REPRESENTATI VE THOVAS advised the comittee that he had no
objection to the anmendnents proposed in the CS

1:55:42 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON suggested that Alaska inplenent a $100
per container tax for the enpty vans returning to Washi ngton.

REPRESENTATI VE THOVAS responded that he is not ready to
retaliate because he is hoping the State of Wshington wll
either kill the bill or sit onit.

1: 56: 31 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON related his assunption that nost or all
of the containers that cone to Al aska go back to Washi ngton

REPRESENTATI VE THOMAS answer ed yes. The fee is $100 for a 40-
foot van or equivalent — both in and out of Wshington — for a
total tax of $200, and that's why it is so devastating. He said
one of the shippers he is working with predicts the tax wl

i ncrease the cost of goods to Al aska by as much as 10 percent.
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1: 56: 57 PM

VI CE CHAIR NEUMAN observed that the cost would be even higher
for a 53-foot van which is used nore often than 40-foot vans for
shi pnents to Al aska.

1:57: 01 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON asked whether the tax is only for vans
comng to Alaska or for everything that goes out of WAshington
ports.

REPRESENTATI VE THOMAS rel ated his understandi ng that WAashi ngton
is trying to target vans comng from and going to Japan and
China, and that Washington failed to take into consideration the
i npact the tax woul d have on Al aska.

1:57: 32 PM

VICE CHAIR NEUVAN read an e-nail he received from a constituent
in Prudhoe Bay suggesting that the State of Al aska inpose a 25

cent tax per barrel of oil shipped to Wshington. The
constituent said that this works out to be $100 for the vol une
of oil that it would take to fill a standard 40-foot contai ner.

1: 58: 30 PM

REPRESENTATI VE DOOGAN queri ed whether Representative Thomas has
given any consideration to what Al aska mght do if Wshington
does not cone to its senses after receiving HIR 8.

REPRESENTATI VE THOVAS qui pped that he had, but only jokingly,
such as a tax on oil shipped to Cherry Point, Washi ngton.

1: 59: 49 PM

VICE CHAIR NEUVAN related that Washington State Senator Haugen
sponsor of SB 5207, has purportedly stated that she would not
proceed with her bill unless California also passes simlar
| egi sl ati on.

2:00:18 PM
RANDY RUARO, Staff to Representative Kyle Johansen, Alaska State

Legislature, reviewed page 2, lines 26-31, of the CS where
| anguage was added urging the attorney general to comence
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researching sonme of the issues that are involved with inposing a
cont ai ner tax. He said Legislative Legal and Research Services
has advised him that there are nunerous potential |egal issues
with such a tax, including an inport/export clause in the United
States Constitution. M. Ruaro reported that the attorney
general has said he does not have any problens wth the
anendnent | anguage or the research request.

2:02:17 PM
EVERETT BI LLI NGSLEY, Attorney for the Lynden Famly of

Conpani es, testified that Lynden strongly supports HIR 8 and is
particularly pleased with the CS because it addresses the

guestions about the constitutionality of the proposed tax. He
pointed out that Lynden is actively working in the Wshington
State Legislature in opposition to [SB 5207]. He stated that

the tax would be $132.50, each way, on the 53-foot containers
used by Lynden. He conveyed that the Washington Legislature is
| ooking for noney to pay for freight nobility infrastructure,
roads and rail, used for noving containers through Washington
and on to the other Lower 48 states. The inpact on Al aska was
an uni ntended consequence because nobst containers return from
Al aska enpty, he said.

MR.  BI LLI NGSLEY enphasi zed that because the majority of goods
shi pped to Al aska nove through Washington ports, essentially all
of Alaska's goods will be subject to the tax. Al aska has very
few alternatives to using Washington ports and this wll cause a
di sproportionate i npact. The Washington State Legislature and
governor need to hear about this disproportionate inpact and HIR
8 acconplishes that goal. He pointed out that |ast year Lynden
Transport and Al aska Marine Lines together noved roughly 124,000
20-foot equivalent wunits (TEU) between Wshington and Al aska.
Had the tax been in effect, Lynden custonmers would have incurred
an additional $6.2 million in costs. This equates to a rate
increase of 10 percent or nore depending upon the commodity and
t he destination, he decl ared.

MR. Bl LLI NGSLEY advi sed that California is contenplating

introduction of a simlar tax there. He said if that happens,
it will be as devastating to Hawaiian residents as it is for
Al askans. He urged the Alaska State Legislature to contact

California officials as well as Washington officials.

2: 05: 56 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON inquired as to whether Alaska currently
pays any taxes on containers com ng from Washi ngton.

MR. BILLI NGSLEY said he is not aware of any. He then addressed
a previous question regarding truck traffic, saying that nost
truck trailers are hauled to Anchorage, Al aska, aboard Roll-
on/Roll-off ships and these trailers would be subject to the
proposed tax. He said a small anount of truck traffic still
goes over the Al can H ghway, about two or three | oads a week.

2: 06: 35 PM

Bl LL DEAVAR, President and COO Totem Ccean Trailer Express
(TOTE), offered TOTE s strong support for HIR 8. He said that
TOTE testified before the Washington State Senate Transportation
Comm ttee opposing SB 5207 primarily because of the inpact it
woul d have upon the state of Al aska. He reported that TOTE
noves about 200,000 TEU annually which would equate to an
approximate $10 nillion inmpact on TOIE' s custonmers and to
residents of the Al aska Railbelt Region. He estimated that the
total tax inmpact for all of Al aska would be $40 mllion. He
also commented that the truck traffic noving up the Alcan
H ghway would not have this tax inposed upon them because it
only affects containers and trailers noved across docks in
Washi ngt on. He noted agreenent that the inpact to Alaska is an
uni nt ended consequence of SB 5207, simlar to the inpact to
Hawai i, which wll Ilikely be inpacted three-and-a-half tines
greater than Al aska. He said TOTE is continuing to neet wth
nmenbers of the WAashington State Legislature.

2:09: 42 PM

VICE CHAIR NEUVAN asked how <close the Washington State
Legislature is to passing SB 5207.

MR. DEAVAR recounted that at the hearings the vast majority of
people testifying, particularly the international |ines, opposed
the tax. The ports are very concerned, he reported, because the
tax could cause international <carriers to divert to either
Vancouver or Prince Rupert, British Col unbia, and nmaybe
California if that state does not pass a simlar tax. He said
the sentinment he is hearing is that the Senate side of the
Washington State Legislature is intent on pushing sone kind of

tax and that Senator Haugen is asking opponents of her bill to
cone up with other suggestions for generating a revenue stream
to fund infrastructure projects. The Washington Senate

Transportation Committee has agreed to reduce the tax from $50
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to $30 per TEU. This would reduce the total inpact to Al aska
from $40 million to $24 mllion, he said, but that would still
be an onerous expense to Al askans.

VICE CHAIR NEUVAN requested M. Deavar to relay to Senator
Haugen his suggestion, as an alternative to the tax, for her to
push harder for opening up the Arctic National WIdlife Refuge.

2:12: 03 PM

MR. DEAVAR commented that that idea is being heard frequently.
He then inforned the conmittee that the trade inbalance for the
Al aska Railbelt, the region served by TOIE, is 10 to 1 — for
every 10 trailers of nerchandise noved north by TOIE there is
only one trailer of cargo noved south. That one trailer of
sout hbound cargo is generally household goods, fish, and sone
mlitary. He said he agrees wth a previous statenent that the
inmposition of this tax is on a roundtrip basis, this adds
significantly to the cost of nerchandi se noving to Al aska.

VI CE CHAI R NEUMAN asked who woul d coll ect the fee.

MR. DEAVAR reported that, as the bill is currently witten
Washi ngton's term nal operators would be responsible for
collecting the tax and sending 90 percent of it to the State of
Washi ngt on. Term nal operators would retain the other 10
percent to pay for their adm nistrative expenses.

2:13:56 PM

AVES THOWSON, Executive Director, Alaska Trucking Association
(ATA), presented the association's support of HIR 8. He said
ATA is concerned about the inpact of the proposed tax on
Al aska's citizens. The $30-40 mllion annual inpact is "a huge
hit" and will definitely increase the cost of living in Al aska.
The majority of ATA's freight to Alaska is through Washington
ports, he continued, and this has provided thousands of jobs and
mllions of dollars in revenue to Wshington's ports and
citizens. He acknow edged Washington's need for revenue to
provide infrastructure inprovenments, but he said ATA is urging
the state to find another way to raise that revenue.

2:16: 31 PM
PAUL FUHS, Lobbyist for Horizon Shipping Lines, agreed that

there is no question this is a tax on all Al askans because there
is no place in Alaska that is not served by container. He said
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80 percent of Horizon's cargo cones by container through the
Port of Anchorage and is then shipped over |and. He pointed out
that shipping is an extrenely conpetitive trade, partly because
of the new structure of marketing and distribution in Al aska
t hrough Costco, Wal-Mart, and other big carriers who base their
commtnments on the cost effectiveness of shipping. There is no
margin | eft because it is so conpetitive, he asserted, and this
tax cost will be passed on directly to every Al askan. He said
Horizon Shipping Lines supports HIR 8 and wurges Alaska's
adm nistration to also weigh in on the issue.

2:17:49 PM

VI CE CHAI R NEUMAN comment ed that whenever new taxes are inposed,
it offers businesses another opportunity to raise prices.

MR. FUHS agreed and stated that the extrenme conpetition between
the big stores has brought the nmargins down, so they wll pass
the cost on to the consuner. He further agreed with Vice Chair
Neuman that smaller businesses wll be hit even harder. He also
concurred W th previ ous statenents about it bei ng a
di sproportionate tax on Al aska.

2:19: 01 PM

REPRESENTATI VE DOOGAN inquired as to whether M. Fuhs agreed
with the previously stated total cost estinmate to Al askans of
$30-3%40 mllion,

MR. FUHS said yes, because a mninum of 200,000 40-foot
containers are shipped to Al aska each year. At a roundtrip tax
of $200 that is $40 mlli on.

2:19: 44 PM

DON KUBLEY, Lobbyist for Sanmpson Tug and Barge; International
Organi zation of Masters, Mites & Pilots; Mrine Engineers
Beneficial Association; and Alaska International Marketing,
commended Representative Thomas for witing HIR 8 and said the
or gani zati ons he is representing strongly support t he
resol ution.

2:20:59 PM

VICE CHAIR NEUMAN, after ascertaining no one else wished to
testify, closed public testinony.
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2:21: 08 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SALMON asked whether | obbyists could be sent to
t he Washi ngton State Legislature to oppose the bill.

REPRESENTATI VE THOVAS responded that it could be done, but that
it would add a fiscal note which would delay the resolution's
passage. He said the issue is getting a lot of press in
Washi ngton and that he would send one of his staff nenbers to
testify before the Washington State Legislature if necessary.

REPRESENTATI VE THOVAS then directed the committee's attention to
letters of support from the National Federation of |ndependent
Busi ness/ Alaska and COcean Beauty Seaf oods, I nc. and to
Resol ution 2007-001 supporting HIR 8 from the Alaska State
Chanber of Commerce.

2:23:13 PM

REPRESENTATI VE DOOGAN i nqui red whether the zero fiscal note for
the original HIR 8 would remain the sanme for the CS.

MR. RUARO responded that the Departnent of Law has advised him
that there would not be a fiscal inpact.

2:24: 03 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON noved to report the proposed CS for HIR
8, Version 25-LS0533\C, Bullock, 2/12/07, out of comrmittee with
i ndi vidual recomrendations and the acconpanying fiscal notes.
There being no objection, CSHIR 8(TRA) was reported from the
House Transportation Standing Comm ttee.
HB 8 - J. KEVIN LAMM TRAI NI NG FACI LI TY

2:25:48 PM

VICE CHAIR NEUWVAN announced that the final order of business
would be HOUSE BILL NO 8, "An Act naming the |aw enforcenent
training facility in Fairbanks the J. Kevin Lamm Law Enfor cenent
Training Facility."

2:26:36 PM
JANE PIERSON, Staff to Representative Jay Ranras, Alaska State
Legi slature, presented the sponsor statenent. She expl ai ned

that Interior Alaska is in desperate need of a new |aw
enforcement training facility. Due to expansion of airport
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facilities and runway extensions at the Fairbanks Internationa
Airport on which the Don Bennett Firing Range is |ocated, a

conflict is being created that wll soon slate this range for
destructi on. She pointed out that over 30 agencies share the
anti quated range. Today, she said, when an officer goes for

weapons requalification, he or she nust tanp stakes into the
ground for the target, staple the silhouette to the stake, pace
back 15 yards, draw a line in the dirt or snow, and then proceed
firing — and that is provided there is not a plane comng in for
a landing. |If a plane cones in, then all firing nmust stop until
the plane lands, and this is not very conducive to tinme-shoots.
She stressed that it is inperative to take care of the basic
trai ning needs of the nmen and wonen hired to protect Al askans.

M5. PIERSON conveyed that HB 8 will name the new proposed |aw
enforcement training facility after fallen Fairbanks Police
Departnent Patrol Oficer John "Kevin" Lamm Kevin was born to
be a police officer, she said. He graduated from the Al aska
Department of Public Safety Acadeny in Sitka and went to work
for the North Pole Police Departnent. He next did a short stint
with the University Police Departnent and then joined the
Fai r banks Police Departnent in March 1995. She pointed out that
Kevin was known at the Fairbanks Police Departnment for being an
excellent officer both in the field and for the way he dealt
wi th people. She disclosed that Kevin and his wife Holly were
married only [twelve] days before his death. Kevin was an
officer that other officers wanted to enulate. For these
reasons, she said, she is requesting that the conmttee support
nam ng the proposed new |law enforcenment training facility in
Fai rbanks the J. Kevin Lamm Law Enforcenent Training Facility.

2:29:23 PM

VI CE CHAIR NEUMAN recogni zed the inportance of citizen support
for legislative actions and asked if M. Pierson had a |list of
persons or organi zations who had witten their support.

M5. PIERSON said she did not have a list per se, but that in the
commttee's packets were letters fromthe Farthest North Chapter
of the Al aska Peace Oficers Association, Fairbanks City WMayor
Steve Thonpson, Fai rbanks Police Department Chief Dani el
Hof fman, and the Interior Delegation. On teleconference to
speak, she noted, is Matthew Soden from Fairbanks.

2: 30: 30 PM
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VICE CHAIR NEUMAN inquired whether funds have vyet been
appropriated for the new facility.

M5. PIERSON responded that «currently funds have not been
appropriated, but work is being done to obtain funding. She
further responded that if a new facility is built, this is the
name bei ng proposed.

2: 30: 52 PM

REPRESENTATI VE DOOGAN noted that the existing facility is naned
after a forner legislator, Don Bennett. He asked why the
deci sion was made to change the nane, but he enphasized that his
guestion was not being asked to disparage Kevin Lanm in any
manner .

M5. PIERSON replied it is to honor sonmeone who has recently been
killed in the line of duty. She further pointed out that this
woul d be a new facility on lands granted for this purpose by the
Fai rbanks I nternational Airport.

2:31:43 PM

REPRESENTATI VE DOOGAN clarified that he is asking because his
understanding is that if the new facility is built, the old
facility will be abandoned.

M5. PI ERSON confirnmed his statenent.

2:32: 02 PM

VICE CHAIR NEUVAN pointed out that state troopers and public
safety officers in the Mtanuska-Susitna Valley train behind the
wast ewat er treatnent plant. He comended Representative Ranras
because, he said, there is a need for this facility.

2:32:31 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON noticed that the letters in the packet
were in support of building the range and did not address nani ng
it.

M5. Pl ERSON acknow edged that this is true.

VICE CHAIR NEUVAN asked if M. Pierson had received any
opposition to changi ng the name.
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M5. PIERSON stated that Representative Ranras's office has not
recei ved any opposition.

2:33:10 PM

REPRESENTATI VE DOOGAN wanted the record to reflect hi s
remenbrance of when the firing range in Fairbanks was a high
bank across the Chena River. He said he is hoping the solution
wi |l not include going back to the river banks.

M5. PIERSON | aughed and said the river bank is where she sites
in her rifle each year before hunting season

2:33: 43 PM

MATTHEW SODEN, drawi ng upon his experience as a police officer
wth the City of Fairbanks and a firearnms instructor, stated
that the current range is adequate. However, he said, during
denolition begun several years ago for airport expansion, power
to the range was disconnected and the building has no heat or
lights. During winter nonths, he said, vehicles nust be brought
to the range in order to have a place to warm up and clean up.
There is a borough range for public use, he continued, but the
nature of police work requires the ability to have 24 hour
access and to have control of all activity on the range. Wth
airport expansion plans again noving forward, he wurged the
commttee to support building a new range so |aw enforcenent
officers would have access to good quality training as well as
the ability to train with their weapons.

MR. SODEN t hen addressed the conmttee in ternms of namng a new
facility after Kevin Lamm He noted that the letters of support
for building a new facility did not address namng it because,
at that time, it was not known there were plans for namng it
after Kevin. Wiile he and others recognize the contributions
made by M. Bennett, there are officers working in the
department who served with Kevin and who recognize not only the
good he did as a police officer, but the sacrifice he nade when
he was kill ed. It was his life that Kevin saved, M. Soden
di scl osed, and this would be a fitting tribute to Kevin and his
famly

2:37:56 PM
JAMES JANKE testified from the standpoint of currently being a

U S Custons and Border Protection officer at the Fairbanks
International Airport, a retired police officer, and the current
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president of the Farthest North Chapter of the Alaska Police

O ficers Association. He stressed the need for Fairbanks |aw
enforcenent officials to have a place to train and becone
proficient. He said he was taken aback when he first saw the
training "range" in Fairbanks — it is basically three berns of
piled up dirt and a building with no running water, electricity,
or anything else. He explained that |aw enforcenent officers
nmust qualify three to four times a year, and these
qualifications involve a tinmed shoot. The airport runway is so

close to the range that conducting these shoots requires the
posting of a person for yelling "cease fire" when airplanes
approach for | anding. He said this nuch-needed new facility
woul d serve all Interior |aw enforcenent agenci es whether state,
federal, or |ocal.

MR. JANKE further stated that the sacrifices given to the
community by |aw enforcenment officials go wthout saying, but
the ultimate sacrifice is the sacrifice that Kevin Lanm gave to
t he Fairbanks conmunity. Namng a new facility after Kevin
woul d be a wonderful way to honor him and to keep this thought
in mnd when officers go out and practice this very serious
busi ness.

2:41: 38 PM

VI CE CHAI R NEUMAN cl osed public testinony and announced that HB
8 would be held for further consideration.

2:42: 09 PM
ADJ QURNVENT
There being no further business before the conmttee, the House

Transportation Standing Committee neeting was adjourned at 2:43
PM
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