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CS FOR SENATE CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON NO. 15( SED)
Proposi ng anendnents to the Uniform Rules of the Al aska State
Legislature relating to standing conmttees.

- MOVED HCS CSSCR 15(STA) OUT OF COW TTEE

HOUSE BI LL NO. 44
“"An Act relating to information from veterans on the permanent
fund dividend application form"

- MOVED CSHB 44(STA) OQUT OF COW TTEE

HOUSE Bl LL NO. 266
"An Act relating to the approval and adm nistration of child
care services by the Department of Admnistration primarily for
the benefit of state officers and enployees; and providing for
an effective date.”
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HOUSE Bl LL NO. 353
“"An Act relating to the blocking of certain Internet sites at

public libraries and to library assistance grants."”

- BILL HEARI NG RESCHEDULED TO 3/ 20/ 08
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PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON

BILL: SCR 15

SHORT TITLE: AMEND UNI FORM RULES: STANDI NG COMM TTEES

SPONSOR(s): SENATOR(s) STEVENS BY REQUEST OF JT LEG EDUCATI ON
FUNDI NG TASK FORCE

01/ 18/ 08 (S) READ THE FI RST TIME - REFERRALS
01/ 18/ 08 (S) SED, STA
01/ 30/ 08 (S) SED RPT CS 2DP 1DNP 1NR 1AM
TI TLE
01/ 30/ 08 (S) DP: STEVENS, OLSON
01/ 30/ 08 (S) DNP:  HUGG NS
01/ 30/ 08 (S) NR. W LKEN
01/ 30/ 08 (S) AM DAVI S
01/ 30/ 08 (S) SED AT 8: 00 AM BUTROVI CH 205
01/ 30/ 08 (S) Moved CSSCR 15(SED) Qut of Committee
01/ 30/ 08 (S) M NUTE( SED)
02/ 14/ 08 (S) STA AT 9:00 AM BELTZ 211
02/ 14/ 08 (S) Moved CSSCR 15(SED) Qut of Committee
02/ 14/ 08 (S) M NUTE( STA)
02/ 15/ 08 (S) STA RPT CS(SED) 3DP 2NR
02/ 15/ 08 (S) DP: MCGU RE, FRENCH, STEVENS
02/ 15/ 08 (S) NR. GREEN, BUNDE
03/ 03/ 08 (S) BEFORE THE SENATE ON FI NAL PASSAGE
03/ 03/ 08 (S) TRANSM TTED TO (H)
03/ 03/ 08 (S) VERS| ON:  CSSCR 15( SED)
03/ 04/ 08 (H READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
03/ 04/ 08 (H) STA, RLS
03/ 18/ 08 (H) STA AT 8:00 AM CAPI TOL 106
BILL: HB 44

SHORT TI TLE: VETERAN | NFO ON PFD APPLI CATI ONS

SPONSOR(s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) GUTTENBERG, DAHLSTROM KERTTULA

01/ 16/ 07 (H PREFI LE RELEASED 1/ 5/ 07

01/ 16/ 07 (H) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS

01/ 16/ 07 (H) MV, STA

02/ 26/ 08 (H M.V AT 1: 00 PM BARNES 124

02/ 26/ 08 (H) Moved CSHB 44(MV) Qut of Committee

02/ 26/ 08 (H) M NUTE( MLV)

02/ 29/ 08 (H M.V RPT CS(M.V) 5DP 1AM

02/ 29/ 08 (H) DP:  LEDOUX, FAIRCLOUGH,  DAHLSTROM
BUCH, ROSES

02/ 29/ 08 (H AM  KAWASAKI

02/ 29/ 08 (H) FI N REFERRAL ADDED AFTER STA

03/ 18/ 08 (H STA AT 8:00 AM CAPI TOL 106
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W TNESS REG STER

TI M LAMPKI N, Staff

Senator Gary Stevens

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Presented SCR 15 on behalf of Senator
St evens, sponsor by request of the Joint Legislative Education
Fundi ng Task For ce.

REPRESENTATI VE DAVI D GUTTENBERG

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented HB 44 as prime sponsor.

TOM BAI RD

Vi et nam Vet erans of Anerica Chapter 903;

Al askan Republican Party District 15

Wasi |l a, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in during the hearing on HB 44.

MAURI CE BAI LEY, Founder

Vet erans Avi ation Qutreach (VAO

(No address provi ded)

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified during the hearing on HB 44.

DAVE GLENN

Vi et nam Vet erans of Anerica Chapter 903

Wasi |l a, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified during the hearing on HB 44.

McHUGH PI ERRE, Director of Communications, Legislative Liaison

O fice of the Conm ssioner/ Adjutant General

Departnment of Mlitary & Veterans' Affairs (DWA)

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Answer ed questions during the hearing on HB
44.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

CHAIR BOB LYNN called the House State Affairs Standing Commttee
meeting to order at 8:00:54 AM Representatives Roses, Coghill
Johnson, Doll, and Lynn were present at the call to order.
Representatives Johansen and Guenberg arrived as the neeting
was in progress.

SCR 15- AVEND UNI FORM RULES: STANDI NG COW TTEES
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8:02:10 AM

CHAI R LYNN announced that the first order of business was CS FOR
SENATE CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON NO. 15(SED), Proposing anendnents
to the Uniform Rules of the Alaska State Legislature relating to
standi ng comm ttees.

8:02:13 AM

TIM LAMPKI N, Staff, Senator Gary Stevens, Al aska State
Legi slature, presented SCR 15 on behalf of Senator Stevens,
sponsor by request of the Joint Legislative Education Funding
Task Force. The proposed resolution, he explained, would set up
a standing conmttee to address issues related to education in
the state. He noted that Alaska is one of only three states in
the Union that does not presently have a [standing] comittee
for education, and he said there is a spread sheet in the
comm ttee packet that supports that statenent.

8:03: 08 AM

MR LAMPKIN, in response to a question from Representative
Roses, explained that there are a nunber of Senators who are
convinced that the proposed standing education commttees for
both houses will be cunbersone and will not work, and thus are
responsi ble for adding a sunset clause so that [on "the first
day of the First Regular Session of the Twenty-Ei ghth Al aska
State Legislature"] the new standing education conmittees would
be "reabsorbed" by the House Health, Education and Soci al
Services Standing Commttee and the Senate Health, Education and

Soci al Services Standing Commttee. In response to a question
from Chair Lynn, he proffered that the decision of commttee
menbers as to whether that sunset should be in the bill would

nost |likely be determ ned based on whether or not they think the
idea of creating separate education standing commttees is a
good one.

REPRESENTATI VE COGHI LL stated that he agrees with the proposed
sunset, because there are so many areas where education, socia
service, and health policies intertwine, and it is inportant to
"keep sonme of those things in context." Furthernore, he said
nost of health and social service policies, as broad as they
are, really center on about four or five different topics, while
education policy "is generally settled in the funding process.”

8:06: 07 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE DOLL stated that she does not think the sunset is
needed. She said she thinks it is inportant to separate issues
of education fromthose of health and social services.

8: 06: 36 AM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON said he agrees wth Representative
Coghill that education policy is "centered around funding," and
he expressed his hope that the conmttee would "start centering
education around results.” He stated, "So, | see this as being
an opportunity for us to take that next step that we need to
take to bring in the honme schooling and to do the other things,
and to pay the type of attention we need to, to hold the schools
accountable for the noney that we've been spending all these
years."

MR. LAWPKIN offered his understanding that the purpose of the
Joint Legislative Education Funding Task Force in creating a
standing education commttee was to separate the fiscal
conversations from di scussi ons of policy.

8:08: 00 AM

REPRESENTATI VE ROSES, as a nenber of the Joint Legislative
Educati on Funding Task Force, confirmed that typically, about
the only thing discussed regarding education is funding. He
added, "And by having worked to try to put a multiple-year
funding nmechanism in place, to where those conversations didn't
have to be constantly revisited every vyear, we felt |Ilike
creating a standing education commttee would allow us to have
some nore substantive conversations about addressing the
concerns that people have ...." He mentioned getting students
to the point where they can conpete on a global scale and
concerns regarding the university's graduation system He said
this is his second year serving on the House Health, Education
and Social Services Standing Conmittee, and the bills heard in
that conmttee run 10:1, social and nedical issues to education
i ssues. He said he does not think a sunset clause is necessary,
because the legislature can revisit the issue in five years and
decide on its own whether or not to continue running standing
education commttees in both houses.

8:10: 23 AM

REPRESENTATI VE ROSES noved to adopt Anendnent 1, which read as
follows [original punctuation provided]:
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Page 2, Line 25 through Page 3, Line 30
Delete all material

Page 3, Line 31, following ""by"
Delete: "sec. 1 of"

Page 4, Lines 1-2
Delete all material

REPRESENTATI VE COGHI LL objected for discussion purposes.

REPRESENTATI VE ROSES clarified that Anendnent 1 woul d renove the
sunset cl ause.

REPRESENTATI VE COGHI LL renoved his objection to Amendnent 1,
explaining that his previously expressed opinion about the
sunset clause is not strongly held. There being no further
obj ections, Amendnent 1 was adopt ed.

8:12: 05 AM

REPRESENTATI VE ROSES noved to report CSSCR 15(SED), as anended,
out of commttee wth individual recomendations and the
acconpanyi ng fiscal notes. There being no objection, HCS CSSCR
15(STA) was reported out of the House State Affairs Standing
Conmittee.

HB 44- VETERAN | NFO ON PFD APPLI CATI ONS

8.13: 04 AM

CHAI R LYNN announced that the l|last order of business was HOUSE
BILL NO 44, "An Act relating to information from veterans on
t he permanent fund dividend application form™

[ Before the commttee was CSHB 44(M.V). ]

8:.13. 06 AM

REPRESENTATI VE DAVID GUTTENBERG Al aska State Legislature,
presented HB 44 as prine sponsor. He said the intent of the
bill is to establish a way for mlitary veterans to |earn about
their rights and benefits. The bill proposes that there be a

box to check on the Al aska Permanent Fund D vidend (PFD)
application, which would show that the applicant is a veteran.
That information would then be passed on to [the Departnent of
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Mlitary & Veterans' Affairs (DWA)] and nade a available to
servi ce organi zations. Contact could then be nade to inform
veterans' of changes, for exanple, to benefits and eligibility.
The benefits that find their way to veterans would roll back
into the econony, he said.

8:14:55 AM

REPRESENTATI VE ROSES directed attention to |anguage on page 1,
begi nning on line 8, which read:

the departnent shall release information provided
under this subsection to the Departnent of Mlitary
and Veterans' Affairs and, on request, to veterans
service organi zations in the state.

REPRESENTATI VE ROSES said he does not think the |anguage clearly
articulates that the intent is for the information to go to
DWA, and for any other service organization to request the
information from DWA. | nstead, he continued, the |anguage
sounds as though the service organizations could request the
information from the Alaska Permanent Fund Dividend Division,
which is not the intention. He suggested the need to clarify
that part of the bill.

REPRESENTATI VE GQUTTENBERG concurr ed. He stated that the Al aska
Permanent Fund Division does not want to do that work and
furthernore is probably not the right agency to be reaching out
t he veterans.

8:16: 07 AM

REPRESENTATI VE COGHI LL asked Representative (Quttenberg to
confirmthat the information to be released to the DWA fromthe
di vision would include only the facts regarding the applicant's
mlitary service, not the whol e PFD application.

REPRESENTATI VE GUTTENBERG said he imagines that would be the
case. He added that the division already has rules about what
information can be released, and it is his intent that the only
information given to DWA by the division be the nane of the
veteran and the type and length of the veteran's service.

REPRESENTATIVE COGHILL noted that on separation from the

mlitary, a veteran is given a formcalled, "DD 214." He asked
if that formwould be "a required docunent in this.”
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REPRESENTATI VE GUTTENBERG replied that the bill does not require
the form however, DWA nmight require it. He clarified that the

purpose of the bill is not to establish whether or not soneone
is a veteran. He spoke of qualifications that exist outside of
the bill to ensure that soneone really is a veteran.

REPRESENTATI VE GUTTENBERG in response to a request from

Representative Coghill, restated the steps that would be taken
with the veteran's infornation. He added that a veteran woul d
al so be able to choose not to fill in the information.

8:19: 44 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GUTTENBERG, in response to Representative Doll,
recollected that the catalyst for the bill may have been that he
was approached by someone who thought the issue was inportant.
He noted that, to date, he has heard from many veterans
regarding the bill.

8:20: 37 AM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHANSEN said his wife is a veteran who gets
information in the nmail and is contacted by the |ocal office of
the Anerican Legion, and he questioned whether there is
difficulty anywhere in the state in finding a list of veterans.

8:22: 01 AM

REPRESENTATI VE ROSES noted that CSHB 44(MYV) includes anended
| anguage that adds the Alaska Territorial Guard. He said he
agrees with Representative Johansen that there is plenty of
information available regarding "regular veterans"; however, he
said the House Special Commttee on Mlitary and Veterans'
Affairs commttee worked hard to add the Alaska Territorial
Guard to the bill, because there are many who serve in the
Al aska Territorial Guard who qualify for benefits but are not
recei ving them

8:23:15 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GUTTENBERG said it is wonderful if every veteran
in a district is registered and affiliated with one of the
service organi zations; however, he said he thinks that is not a
"representative exanple." He related that his own father, a
veteran of 60 years, has never Dbeen inside a service
organi zation in his life. He said he thinks there are a |ot of
veterans who, for one reason or another, have not kept up to
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date with what is going on in terns of services available to
t hem

8:25:00 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GUTTENBERG in response to a question from
Representative Doll, offered his understanding that a bill was
passed several years ago that made information entered into the
PFD database private; the proposed legislation would be the
exception. In response to conmments from Chair Lynn, he
confirmed that the information the veterans would enter on the
PFD application would not be made available to the public. I n
response to Representative Coghill, he confirnmed that the
proposed bill would not change the confidentiality status of the
information currently required on the PFD application.

8:26: 01 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG directed attention to a report conpiled
by Legislative Research Services, dated February 8, 2008,
included in the commttee packet, which shows that the mlitary
popul ation in Alaska, as of Decenber 31, 2007, totaled 26,176
and the nunber of veterans, [as of Septenmber 30, 2007], totaled
74, 557. He said nany people in active duty mlitary about to

| eave the service are interested in finding out what wll be
available to them and organizations are interested in
contacting them He asked if the sponsor would consider

allowng active mlitary to check the proposed box on the PFD
appl i cation.

REPRESENTATI VE GUTTENBERG explained his intent through the
proposed legislation is that "everybody understands and has a
form of availability for all the services that are available to
them'; therefore, he said Representative Guenberg' s suggestion
woul d not be probl ematic.

8:27:52 AM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON stated that when he first read the
original bill version, he did not see any need for the
| egi sl ation; however, upon seeing the addition of the Al aska
Territorial Guard in the version before the conmttee, he has
been convinced that the legislation is necessary. He said he
t hi nks including active duty mlitary is not necessary, because
those on active duty who do not "know what's going on" have only
t hensel ves to blane. He concluded, "I think this is a veterans
bill, and 1'd certainly like to see it stay that way."
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8:28:50 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG poi nted out that sone people on active
duty who are serving overseas have very little know edge of

upcom ng services that will be available once they are off duty.
He stated that he would have wel coned having this information
while he was still on active duty. He restated that the
veterans' organizations wll probably want to contact active

mlitary personnel to let them know their rights and the
avai lability of the organizations available to serve them and
he expressed his hope that Representative Johnson would not
object to an anendnent to include active mlitary.

8:29:36 AM

CHAIR LYNN said he does not think the intent of the bill is to
recruit menbers for organizations, but rather to explain the
benefits avail abl e.

REPRESENTATI VE GUTTENBERG r esponded that is correct.

REPRESENTATI VE  GRUENBERG expl ai ned that [including active
military] would allow veterans' organi zations to contact
mlitary personnel to let them know about benefits for which
they may qualify.

8:30: 27 AM

TOM BAIRD, Vietnam Veterans of Anerica Chapter 903; Al askan
Republican Party District 15  noted that there are three
veterans present to testify. He said, "W are pleased that HB
44 i s being passed out of conmmttee this norning."

8:30:46 AM

MAURI CE BAI LEY, Founder, Veterans Aviation Qutreach (VAO, told
the conmttee that VAO has four pilots that fly statewide to
inform veterans of their benefits. Many veterans, he said,
| eave service w thout knowing what is available to them He
said there are currently close to 80,000 veterans in Al aska,
with the influx of veterans from wars fought in Afghanistan and
Irag. He said he thinks passage of HB 44 would be a step in the
right direction toward hel ping those who have hel ped Anericans
remain free. He thanked the <commttee for its "deep
consi deration of the passage of this bill."
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8:31:41 AM

DAVE GLENN, Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 903, shared his
personal history in the mlitary. He said he served in Vietnam
where he saw his fellow soldiers sustain grievous injury and
death, and he said sone of those veterans still suffer today
from both nmental and physical injuries sustained in conbat. He
said it is reported that Vietnam veterans have a 10-year shorter
life span and are 5 tines nore susceptible to suffer illness in
their senior years. He requested that the conmmttee pass HB 44,
which he said wll allow nenbers of mlitary organizations to
| ocate and render assistance to perhaps thousands of veterans
who have been ignored by the federal governnment for decades. He
stated that "contrary to popular belief,"” the federal governnent
does not track its veterans. The information derived from HB 44
would help in locating veterans and guiding them through the
process of collecting the benefits they were prom sed during
their mlitary service.

8:33:11 AM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON asked if any of the previous testifiers
would like to see active duty mlitary personnel included with
veterans as those who would be able to check off the box
proposed to be put on the PFD application.

8:33: 32 AM

M STERS BAI RD, BAI LEY, and GLENN answered yes.

8:33:47 AM

CHAI R LYNN cl osed public testinony.

8:33: 53 AM

REPRESENTATI VE ROSES noved to adopt Conceptual Anmendnent 1,
which would add "of the departnent” after "request"” on page 1,
[ine 10. There being no objection, Conceptual Amendment 1 was
adopt ed.

8. 35: 08 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG asked if U S. Merchant Marines in war
time, the U S. Coast CGuard, perhaps Public Health Service, and

the Philippine people who fought for the United States in Wrld
War Il are included in the term"veteran."
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8:36:12 AM

McHUGH PIERRE, Director of Comrunications Legislative Liaison,
Ofice of the Conm ssion/Adjutant General, responded yes. He
cont i nued:

The reason why we included Al aska Territorial Guard is
because unless they have received an official
di scharge certificate, they are not veterans. So,
that's the whole ... purpose there of achieving that
di scharge certificate and distributing that to the
famly nmenbers. The sanme goes for the nmenbers of the
Phi li ppines; they need to be officially discharged and
acknowl edged by the mlitary - and that's other
efforts that are ongoing right now

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG asked if an anendnent is needed to
i nclude the aforenenti oned groups.

MR. PIERRE responded that the term "veteran” includes all of
t hose nenbers. He added, "If you feel that you're a veteran

and you check the box, we're going to make sure that we don't
censor that list, but we give it to the appropriate veterans'

organi zations." In response to a question from Representative
Gruenberg, he said the departnent would not object to including
active mlitary to the check-off box proposed for the PFD
appl i cation.

8:37:29 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG noved to adopt Conceptual Anmendnent 2,
to add "or active duty, including a reservist or National
Guard".

8:38: 06 AM

REPRESENTATI VE ROSES obj ect ed. He explained that inprovenents
have been made in letting active duty mlitary personnel know
what their benefits wll be when they |leave, but so nany
benefits have been added at both the state and national |evel
that many who are already veterans do not know about them unless
t hey are cont act ed.

8:39: 26 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE JOHANSEN obj ected to Conceptual Amendnment 2. He
said he concurs with Representative Roses.

CHAI R LYNN asked what the harm would be in including active duty
mlitary personnel in the bill.

8:40:40 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG said sonetinmes people "don't get the
word at first” and need to be told sonmething several tines.
Younger people may not feel the information 1is inportant
initially. He stated that he does not think it would do any
harm to include active mlitary personnel, and he enphasized
that it is "very inportant that they know their rights."

8:41: 27 AM

REPRESENTATI VE COGHI LL objected to Conceptual Anendnent 2. He
recommended keeping the focus on veterans, rather than including
the rapidly changi ng nunber of active mlitary.

8:42:21 AM
CHAIR LYNN said he is a veteran. He observed that those who are

on active duty are also veterans, because they have served -
even if just for one day.

8.42:53 AM

REPRESENTATI VE ROSES said he wouldn't disagree wth Chair Lynn
and there will probably be many active duty mlitary personnel
who wll check the box proposed to be added to the PFD

application. He continued:

But the other fact of the matter is ... if this bill
passes and we end up having a check box, and you don't
provide it for those that are active duty mlitary, |
guarantee you that the first pernmanent fund dividend
application that they fill out after they get out of
the mlitary they will check it, because they are a
veteran then. So, by either definition, they're going
to have an opportunity to self-select: t hose that
already think they're veterans and those that wll
becone veterans the mnute that they get out and
receive the next application. So, | think we've
covered themno nmatter how you | ook at it
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8:43:42 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG maintained his notion to adopt
Conceptual Amendnent 2.

REPRESENTATI VE ROSES nai nt ai ned his objection.

A roll call vote was taken. Representatives Guenberg, Doll,
and Lynn  voted in favor of Concept ual Amendment 2.
Representatives Coghill, Johansen, Johnson, and Roses voted
against it. Therefore, Conceptual Amendnent 2 failed by a vote
of 3-4.

8. 44:. 24 AM

REPRESENTATI VE DOLL said she w Il probably support HB 44, but
expressed concern about the use of the information that is
gathered on the application and whether this nay be a precedent
for other departnents and other groups wanting to also access
that information. She said she thinks those who fill out PFD
applications feel that that information is going to be used only
for the purpose of being issued a dividend.

8:45: 08 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG nmoved to report CSHB 44(MV), [as
anended], out of commttee with individual recommendations [and
the acconpanying fiscal notes]. There being no objection, CSHB
44(STA) was reported out of the House State Affairs Standing
Conmi ttee.

8:45: 58 AM

CHAI R LYNN announced the upcom ng conm ttee cal endar.

ADJ QURNVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House

State Affairs Standing Conmttee neeting was adjourned at
8:46: 29 AM
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