ALASKA STATE LEG SLATURE
HOUSE RULES STANDI NG COWM TTEE
April 5, 2008
3:08 p.m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Representative John Coghill, Chair
Representative John Harris
Representative Crai g Johnson
Representati ve Ral ph Sanuel s
Representative Beth Kerttul a
Representative David Guttenberg

VEVMBERS ABSENT
Representati ve Anna Faircl ough
OTHER LEGQ SLATORS PRESENT
Representati ve Bob Lynn
COW TTEE CALENDAR
HOUSE Bl LL NO. 281
"An Act extending the statute of limtations for the filing of
conplaints with the Alaska Public Ofices Conm ssion involving
state el ection canpaigns.”
- MOVED CSHB 281(RLS) OUT OF COW TTEE
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: HB 281

SHORT TITLE: CAMPAI GN FI NANCE COVPLAI NTS
SPONSOR( S): REPRESENTATI VE(S) LYNN, GATTO

01/ 04/ 08 (H) PREFI LE RELEASED 1/ 4/ 08

01/ 15/ 08 (H) READ THE FI RST TIME - REFERRALS

01/ 15/ 08 (H) STA, JUD

01/ 17/ 08 (H) STA AT 8:00 AM CAPI TOL 106

01/ 17/ 08 (H) Heard & Hel d

01/ 17/ 08 (H) M NUTE( STA)

01/ 19/ 08 (H) STA AT 11:00 AM CAPI TOL 106

01/ 19/ 08 (H) Moved CSHB 281(STA) Qut of Committee
01/ 19/ 08 (H) M NUTE( STA)

01/ 22/ 08 (H) STA RPT CS(STA) NT 1DP 3NR 2AM
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01/ 22/ 08 (H DP: LYNN

01/ 22/ 08 (H NR ROSES, COGHI LL, DOLL

01/ 22/ 08 (H AM  JOHNSON, JOHANSEN

01/ 22/ 08 (H FI' N REFERRAL ADDED AFTER JUD

01/ 25/ 08 (H) JUD AT 1: 00 PM CAPI TOL 120

01/ 25/ 08 (H -- MEETI NG CANCELED - -

02/ 01/ 08 (H JUD AT 1:00 PM CAPI TOL 120

02/ 01/ 08 (H Heard & Held

02/ 01/ 08 (H M NUTE( JUD)

02/ 06/ 08 (H JUD AT 1:00 PM CAPI TOL 120

02/ 06/ 08 (H <Bi || Hearing Reschedul ed to 02/ 08/ 08>

02/ 08/ 08 (H JUD AT 1:00 PM CAPI TOL 120

02/ 08/ 08 (H Heard & Held

02/ 08/ 08 (H M NUTE( JUD)

03/ 19/ 08 (H JUD AT 1:00 PM CAPI TOL 120

03/19/08 (H Moved CSHB 281(JUD) Qut of Conmittee

03/ 19/ 08 (H M NUTE( JUD)

03/ 20/ 08 (H JUD RPT CS(JUD) NT 2DP 3NR

03/ 20/ 08 (H) DP: LYNN, GRUENBERG

03/ 20/ 08 (H) NR: COGHI LL, DAHLSTROM RAMRAS

03/ 31/ 08 (H FIN AT 1: 30 PM HOUSE FI NANCE 519

03/ 31/ 08 (H) Heard & Held

03/ 31/ 08 (H M NUTE( FI N)

04/ 02/ 08 (H FIN AT 8: 30 AM HOUSE FI NANCE 519

04/ 02/ 08 (H <Bill Hearing Rescheduled to 1:30
Today>

04/ 02/ 08 (H FIN AT 1: 30 PM HOUSE FI NANCE 519

04/ 02/ 08 (H Moved CSHB 281(FIN) Qut of Conmittee

04/ 02/ 08 (H M NUTE( FI N)

04/ 04/ 08 (H FIN RPT CS(FI'N) NT 3DP 3NR 2AM

04/ 04/ 08 (H) DP: HAWKER, THOVAS, GARA

04/ 04/ 08 (H NR: NELSON, JOULE, MEYER

04/ 04/ 08 (H) AM STOLTZE, CHENAULT

04/ 04/ 08 (H RLS AT 5: 00 PM CAPI TOL 120

04/ 04/ 08 (H -- MEETI NG CANCELED - -

04/ 05/ 08 (H RLS AT 3: 00 PM CAPI TOL 120

W TNESS REQ STER

No witnesses to record

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

CHAIR JOHN COGHILL called the House Rules Standing Conmmttee

meeting to order at 3:08:05 PM Representatives Johnson,
Sanuel s, Kerttula, CGuttenberg, Harris, and Coghill were present
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at the call to order. Representative Lynn was also in
att endance.

HB 281 - CAMPAI GN FI NANCE COWVPLAI NTS

3:08: 57 PM

CHAI R COGHI LL announced that the only order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 281, "An Act extending the statute of limtations
for the filing of conplaints with the Alaska Public Ofices
Comm ssion involving state election canpaigns.” [Before the
committee was CSHB 281(FIN). ]

3:09: 06 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SAMUELS noved to adopt the proposed committee
substitute (CS) for HB 281, Version 25-LS1115\J, Bullard,
4/ 5/ 08, as the work draft. There being no objection, Version J
was before the conmttee.

CHAIR COGHI LL [referring to changes enconpassed in Version J]
menti oned Representative Gara's anendnent t hat addr essed
reporting on polling and the need to include a disclainmer, which
Representative Gara wi thdrew due to a |egal question. He then
hi ghli ghted the change on page 2, line 9, which elimnated the
| anguage related to contributions in excess of $250.

3:10: 52 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SAMUELS expl ained that the intent with the change
on page 2, line 9, is to have all candidates report the
occupation and enployer of the contributor, regardless of the
anount of the cash contribution.

3:12:29 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GUTTENBERG expressed concern for those who run
small, lowlevel canmpaigns for a couple hours a day on their
own. For such i ndi vi dual s, the additional reporting
requi renents are seen as a hindrance and they may decide not to
run for office. Al t hough he questioned whether the problem
exi sts, he also expressed concern that nore onus is being placed
[on potential candi dates].

3:14: 09 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE KERTTULA asked whether there is still an
exenption such that canpai gns bel ow $5, 000 don't have to report.

CHAI R COCGHILL replied yes.

REPRESENTATI VE KERTTULA surm sed then that groups and politica
action conmmttees (PACs) can still contribute and each group or
PAC is listed. Therefore, the amobunt won't be what's inportant,
but the min occupation and enployer of every individual who
contributes will be |isted.

REPRESENTATI VE SAMUELS confirned that to be the intent. He then
comented that a $200 contribution is a good contribution. He
questioned why the $250 contribution Iimt was set, particularly
when one could receive a series of $200 contributions from the
same organi zation

REPRESENTATI VE KERTTULA said she agrees wth Representative
Sanuel s, but relayed that the reality of her canpaign is that
she receives $5 and $10 contri buti ons. She said that although
she would continue to think about this, she wouldn't object to
it today.

3:16:18 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GUTTENBERG asked whether there is any retroactive
aspect to HB 281.

CHAIR COGHILL replied no, and pointed out that it's an imedi ate
effective date for Sections 1-14.

3:16:59 PM

REPRESENTATIVE HARRIS offered that the conplaint is that the
Al aska Public Ofices Comm ssion (APOC) hasn't had the ability
to go back. He related his understanding that HB 281 woul d take
care of that and go back five years.

CHAI R COGHI LL responded yes.

3:17: 20 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SAMJELS noved to report the proposed CS for HB
281, Version 25-LS1115\J, Bullard, 4/5/08, out of commttee with
i ndi vidual recomrendations and the acconpanying fiscal notes.

There being no objection, CSHB 281(RLS) was reported from the
House Rul es Standing Commttee.
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ADJ OURNVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Rul es Standing Conm ttee neeting was adjourned at 3:17 p.m
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