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W TNESS REG STER

REPRESENTATI VE KEVI N MEYER

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Spoke as the sponsor HB 118 and expl ai ned
Amendnent 1.

ANNE CARPENETI, Assistant Attorney General

Legal Services Section - Juneau

Crimnal Division

Depart nent of Law

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: During hearing of HB 118, explained
Amendnent 1.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

CHAIR JOHN COGHILL called the House Rules Standing Conmittee
neeting to order at 5:04:31 PM Representatives Coghill
Harris, Fairclough, Johnson, Sanuels, GQGuttenberg, and Kerttula
were present at the call to order.

HB 118-PROH BI T ALLON NG M NORS TO HAVE ALCCHCL

5:04: 31 PM

CHAI R COGHI LL announced that the only order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 118, "An Act relating to underage possession of
al coholic beverages in a dwelling."

5:04: 46 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SAMJELS noved that the comm ttee adopt Amendnent
1, which read:

Page 1, line 5:
Del et e "possesses or exercises"”
| nsert "is physi cal |y in possessi on and
exer ci si ng"
CHAI R COCGHI LL obj ect ed.

5:04:52 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE KEVIN MEYER, Alaska State Legislature, sponsor,
expl ained that HB 118 addresses a scenario in which [individuals
over the age of 21] host a party at which underage individuals
are present [and drinking alcohol]. The difficulty in these
situations is that it takes law enforcenent a lot of time to
[ process] nunerous wunderage kids for mnors in possession.

Furthernore, it's difficult to prove that the adults present
furnished the underage individuals the alcohol. Thi s
| egislation provides |aw enforcenent another tool in which a

noncrimnal violation of $500 can be charged to the person who
is over age 21. Amendnent 1 was recommended by the Departnent
of Law to which he deferred for explanation.

5:06: 56 PM

ANNE CARPENETI, Assistant Attorney GCeneral, Legal Services
Section - Juneau, Cri m nal Di vi si on, Departnment of Law,
expl ai ned that Amendnment 1 was suggested in order to get at the
person in actual physical possession [of a residence at which
under age i ndividuals were consum ng].

5:07:41 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HARRIS related his understanding then that if a
parent goes out of town and | eaves one of his/her mnor children
behind in the care of an individual 21 years old or older, then
t hat individual would be in physical charge of the residence.

M5. CARPENETI said that it would depend. If the 21-year-old
i ndividual is babysitting and in charge of the honme in place of
the parents, then that individual would be in actual possession
of the honme and responsible for ensuring that no mnors are
consum ng on the property or such an individual would be subject
to this violation

REPRESENTATIVE HARRIS surmsed then that [the wviolation]
woul dn't be placed on the owner of the home but rather the
i ndi vi dual physically present at the tinme [mnors were
consumi ng] .

M5. CARPENETI replied yes.

5:08: 54 PM

CHAI R COCGHI LL renoved his objection.

There being no further objection, Arendnent 1 was adopt ed.
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5:09: 04 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SAMUELS noved to report HB 118, as anended, out
of committee W th i ndi vi dual recommendat i ons and t he
acconpanying fiscal notes. There being no objection, CSHB
118(RLS) was reported fromthe House Rules Standing Comm ttee.
5:09: 20 PM

ADJ QURNVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Rul es Standing Comm ttee neeting was adjourned at 5:09 p. m
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