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COWM TTEE CALENDAR

HOUSE BI LL NO 383
"An Act establishing an exenption from the dentist |icensing
exam for certain persons.”

- MOVED HB 383 OUT OF COW TTEE

SENATE CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON NO. 18
Awar ding the Al aska Decoration of Honor to certain nenbers of
the mlitary.

- MOVED SCR 18 OQUT OF COW TTEE
HOUSE BI LL NO 405
"An Act relating to forgiveness of a percentage of student |oans
for a nmenber of the arnmed forces depl oyed since 2001."
- HEARD AND HELD
PREVI QUS COMM TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: HB 383

SHORT TITLE: DENTI ST LI CENSE EXAM EXCEPTI ON
SPONSOR(s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) COGHI LL

02/ 19/ 08 (H) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
02/ 19/ 08 (H) MV, L&C
03/ 18/ 08 (H) MLV AT 1: 00 PM BARNES 124
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03/ 18/ 08 (H -- MEETI NG CANCELED - -
03/ 25/ 08 (H M.V AT 1: 00 PM BARNES 124
BILL: SCR 18

SHORT TI TLE: DECORATI ON OF HONOR
SPONSOR(s): SENATOR(s) W ELECHOWSKI

02/ 19/ 08 (S) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
02/ 19/ 08 (S) HELD ON SECRETARY' S DESK

02/ 20/ 08 (S) TAKEN UP

02/ 21/ 08 (S) TAKEN UP

02/ 21/ 08 (S) BEFORE THE SENATE ON FI NAL PASSAGE
02/ 21/ 08 (S) TRANSM TTED TO (H)

02/ 21/ 08 (S) VERSI ON:  SCR 18 AM

02/ 29/ 08 (H) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
02/ 29/ 08 (H) MV

03/ 25/ 08 (H) M.V AT 1: 00 PM BARNES 124

BILL: HB 405

SHORT TI TLE: STUDENT LOAN FORG VENESS FOR M LI TARY

SPONSOR(s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) CRAWORD

02/ 19/ 08 (H) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
02/ 19/ 08 (H) MV, HES, FIN

03/ 18/ 08 (H) MLV AT 1: 00 PM BARNES 124

03/ 18/ 08 (H) -~ MEETI NG CANCELED - -

03/ 25/ 08 (H) M.V AT 1: 00 PM BARNES 124

W TNESS REG STER

KAREN LI DSTER, St af f

to Representative John Coghill
Al aska State Legislature
Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: | nt roduced HB 383 on behal f of
Representati ve John Coghill, sponsor

DAVE ElI CHLER, D.D.S.; President

Al aska State Board of Dental Exam ners

North Pol e, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Speaking as an individual, testified in

support of HB 383.

SENATOR BI LL W ELECHOASKI
Al aska State Legislature
Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: I ntroduced SCR 18, as the sponsor.
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CHRI' S BI RDSALL, Intern

to Representative Harry Crawford
Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: I nt roduced HB 405 on behal f of
Representative Harry Crawford, sponsor.

DI ANE BARRANS, Executive Director

Post secondary Educati on Conmm ssi on

Depart ment of Education and Early Devel opnent ( DEED)
Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified during the hearing on HB 405.
ACTI ON NARRATI VE

CHAIR BOB ROSES called the House Special Commttee on Mlitary
and Veterans' Affairs neeting to order at 2:30: 07 PM
Representatives Ranras, Dahl st rom LeDoux, and Roses were
present at the call to order. Representati ve Kawasaki arrived
as the neeting was in progress.

HB 383- DENTI ST LI CENSE EXAM EXCEPTI ON

2:30: 35 PM

CHAI R ROSES announced that the first order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 383, "An Act establishing an exenption from the
dentist licensing examfor certain persons.”

2:30: 52 PM

KAREN LIDSTER, Staff to Representative John Coghill, Al aska
State Legislature, introduced HB 383 on behalf of Representative
John Coghill, sponsor. She inforned the comrittee that the bill

is a small change in existing statute in order to capture the
talent and expertise of mlitary dentists who serve in comand
positions. Ms. Lidster indicated that the bill has the support
of the state Board of Dental Exam ners, the Al aska Dental
Society, and the Departnent of Mlitary & Veterans' Affairs
( DWA) . She explained that it is in the state's interest to
all ow the exchange of 20 hours of active clinical practice to be
exchanged for mlitary service in a full-tinme supervisory
position.
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2:32: 08 PM

DAVE EICHLER, D.D.S.; President, Al aska State Board of Dental
Exam ners, infornmed the comrittee that he was testifying as an

i ndi vi dual . He stated that he personally pursued this
legislation to correct an oversight in statute. He gave an
exanple of a highly qualified dentist, in a conmand position in

the arnmed services, who did not qualify for |icensure under the
exi sting statute.

2:33:56 PM

CHAI R ROSES cl osed public testinony.

2:34: 03 PM

REPRESENTATI VE DAHLSTROM expr essed her support for the bill.
2:34:28 PM

REPRESENTATI VE RAMRAS t hanked Dr. Eichler for his testinony.

2: 35: 03 PM

REPRESENTATI VE DAHLSTROM noved to report HB 383, Version A, out
of conmittee with i ndi vi dual recomrendat i ons and t he
acconpanyi ng fiscal notes. There being no objection, HB 383 was
reported out of the House Special Conmttee on Mlitary and

Vet erans' Affairs.

SCR 18- DECORATI ON OF HONCR

2:35: 29 PM

CHAI R ROSES announced that the next order of business would be
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO 18, Awarding the Al aska
Decoration of Honor to certain nenbers of the mlitary.

2:35: 52 PM

REPRESENTATI VE DAHLSTROM stated that this is an issue on which
many House nenbers have been working for the past 18 nonths.
The Al aska Decoration of Honor will be awarded to those who have
given the ultimate sacrifice in defending our country.
Representative Dahlstrom opined that this award is the |east
that Alaska can do to thank the veterans' famlies and she
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expressed her interest in planning the first cerenony for the
presentation of the coins and boxes.

2:37:09 PM

CHAIR ROSES added that SCR 18 outlines the presentation and
lists the recipients of an award that was established |ast year.
He noted that the list of names is inconplete and recipients can
be added as they becone known.

2:37:47 PM

SENATOR BILL WELECHOANSKI, Alaska State Legislature, introduced
SCR 18, as the sponsor. He stated that the resolution is a
follow up to previously passed |egislation, HB 244, and that the
resolution lists the nanmes of those who will receive the Al aska

Decoration of Honor.

2:38:47 PM

CHAI R ROSES cl osed public testinony.

2:39: 04 PM

REPRESENTATI VE DAHLSTROM noved to report SCR 18, Version C A
out of conmttee wth individual recommendations and the
acconpanyi ng fiscal notes. There being no objection, SCR 18 was
reported out of the House Special Conmttee on Mlitary and
Vet erans' Affairs

2:39: 31 PM

CHAI R ROSES expressed his belief that the conmttee nmenbers, and
others, are very appreciative of this |egislation.

2:39: 51 PM

HB 405- STUDENT LOAN FORG VENESS FOR M LI TARY

2:40: 03 PM

CHAI R ROSES announced that the final order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 405, "An Act relating to forgiveness of a
percentage of student loans for a nenber of the armed forces
depl oyed since 2001."

2:40: 11 PM
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CHRI'S BI RDSALL, Intern to Representative Harry Crawford, Al aska
State Legislature, introduced HB 405 on behalf of Representative
Crawf ord, sponsor. He stated that this bill will provide a 50
percent Al aska student |oan forgiveness to residents who have
served in the arned forces since 2001, and have been deployed to
Irag or Afghanistan. This legislation is a way for the state to
recognize the sacrifices made by veterans, and it wll ease
their re-entry into civilian life by reducing the financial
burden of coll ege.

2:41:25 PM

DI ANE BARRANS, Executive D rector, Post secondary Educati on
Comm ssi on, Departnment of Education and Early Devel opnent
(DEED), clarified that the bill provides for 50 percent
forgiveness of any loan made by the Alaska Postsecondary
Education Comm ssion, including those administered by the
comm ssion for the state supplenental |oan program and the
federal fam |y education | oan program

2:42: 17 PM

REPRESENTATI VE  LEDOUX asked whether the state would be
responsi ble for repayment of $10,000 per loan to the federal
| oan program on behal f of the servicenen

2:42: 36 PM

M5. BARRANS expl ained that the lender is the Al aska Student Loan
Cor por ati on, and the federal governnment sinply guarantees
repaynent of the loan in the event of default.

2:43: 04 PM

REPRESENTATI VE RAMRAS asked for the fiscal note attached to the
bill. He then pointed out that there are armed service nenbers
who are unable to collect a permanent fund dividend (PFD) during
their deploynent and that the |legislature has not taken the
steps to resolve this situation. Representative Ranras
expressed his hope that there will be testinmony from the state
and legal resources to address the question of resident status.
He wurged the comittee to take into consideration the
resi stance, by standing conmittees and the legislature as a
whole, to the establishnment of resident status for deployed
service nmenbers in order to qualify for the PFD. He noted his
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personal support for the paynent of PFDs to deployed service
menbers.

2:45:48 PM

M5. BARRANS explained that the fiscal note was determned by
identifying borrowers who had qualified for the 2007 PFD, and
who had received a mlitary defernent or forbearance on student
| oan paynents. She clarified that the $1.1 mllion cost is the
i medi ate entitlenment f orgi veness, and future <costs are
i ndet er m nat e.

2:46: 47 PM

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX asked whet her there are any other areas of
danger to which Al aska service nmenbers have been depl oyed.

2:47: 37 PM
MR. BIRDSALL said that he did not know. He opined that the

intent is to reward all of those who are serving in areas of
danger.

2:47:57 PM
REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX stated that, in the bill, loan forgiveness
is |limted to those who have been deployed to Irag and

Af ghani st an.
2:48: 23 PM

MR. BI RDSALL acknow edged that the bill began with those who
have served in Iraq; however, the sponsor does not oppose the
expansion of the programto other troops.

REPRESENTATI VE DAHLSTROM stated her agreenment with the intent of
the bill. She supported the point nmade by Representative LeDoux
to include others who are serving under dangerous conditions.
She suggested changing the |anguage in HB 405 to enconpass all
who are serving.

2:50: 27 PM

CHAI R ROSES noted the lack of sufficient time to consider this
i nportant issue. He indicated his intent to reschedule the
bill, hear further testinony, and address the concerns of

commi tt ee nenbers.
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2:51: 09 PM

REPRESENTATI VE RAMRAS stated that he represents Ft. Wi nwight,

and that there is no greater source of pride. He pointed out
that there are Al aska National CGuard troops who are in no |ess
danger. The conplexity of the bill warrants further discussion

per haps by Representative Kawasaki, who is a co-sponsor
2:52:58 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI agreed that there are questions about
the bill. For exanple, how to determ ne whether a borrower is
stationed in Ilraq or Afghanistan, rather than on a brief
assi gnment .

2:53:45 PM

CHAI R ROSES encouraged the bill's sponsors to make inprovenents
to be heard at |ater hearing.

2:53: 56 PM

REPRESENTATI VE RAMRAS stressed that there are many nore pieces
to this legislation when the loss of life of other service
nmenbers, such as the Coast Guard, is considered.

2:54:44 PM

REPRESENTATI VE DAHLSTROM encour aged the sponsor to add a policy
for those who default in their student |oans, previous to their
application for forgiveness.

2:55:40 PM

CHAI R ROSES expl ained that there could be a deliberate action to
avoi d paynment prior to deploynent.

2:56: 01 PM

M5. BARRANS advised the conmittee that the period of tine that
an applicant could apply for forgiveness is not specified in the
bill; in fact, there is no authorization for the Postsecondary
Education Conmission to wite regulations and define the terns
and conditions of the program

2:56: 50 PM
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CHAIR ROSES stated his support for further discussion by M.
Barrans and t he sponsor of HB 405.

2:57: 07 PM

CHAI R ROSES announced that HB 405 would be held in committee
with public testinony open.

2:57:33 PM
ADJ OURNMENT
There being no further business before the commttee, the House

Special Commttee on Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs neeting was
adjourned at 2:57 p. m
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