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ACTI ON NARRATI VE

CHAIR BOB ROSES called the House Special Committee on Mlitary
and Veterans' Affairs neeting to order at 1:07: 23 PM
Representati ves LeDoux, Kawasaki, Fairclough, and Roses were
present at the call to order. Representati ves Buch, Dahl strom
and Ranras arrived as the neeting was in progress.

HB 326- NAT' L GUARD. COMVAND/ ACTI VE SERVI CE/ PAY

1: 07: 47 PM

CHAI R ROSES announced that the first order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO. 326, "An Act authorizing the governor to del egate
to the adjutant general the authority to order the organized
mlitia into active state service and authorizing the paynent of
Al aska National CGuard called into active state service to fight
wildfires at rates of pay established for certain energency
fire-fighting personnel; and providing for an effective date."

1: 08: 18 PM
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MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG CAMPBELL, Adjutant General/Comm ssioner,
Department of MIlitary & Veterans' Affairs (DWA), introduced HB
326 on behalf of the DWA. He informed the commttee that the
adm nistration, the DWA, and the Departnment of Natural
Resources (DNR) support the bill and called the conmttee's
attention to page 2, lines 12, 13, and 14, that read:

The governor may delegate authority to order the
organized mlitia or any part of it, into active state
service under this section to the adjutant general.

MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL explained that the intent of this part of
the bill is to change the law for fighting fires because fires
happen so rapidly. The travel schedules of the governor and the
adj utant general can hanper activation of the Al aska National
Guard [(Guard)] because that normally requires authorization
from the governor. In this specific case, when the adjutant
general is notified by the conm ssioner of the DNR that the
Guard is needed for fire protection, the governor agrees to
allow activation by the adjutant general. Maj or Ceneral Craig
continued to say that changes on lines 19 through 23 w Il adjust
the pay of Guard nenbers who are activated for firefighting
services fromthe state active duty rate to firefighter pay. It
was determned that Guard nenbers who were activated for
firefighter duties were being paid about one-third of the pay of
the other energency firefighters. The conm ssioner of the DNR
and Maj or General Craig agreed that CGuard firefighters should be
paid the sane rate of pay as firefighters from other states or
the private sector. He concluded by saying that this bill is
supported by the governor.

1:11: 26 PM

TOM | RWN, Conmm ssioner, Departnent of Natural Resources, stated
that he strongly supported the bill. During a tinme of serious
fires, help is needed imediately; when the equipnent is
avai lable, the Guard is always there to help. He explained that
Guard menbers are Al askans who respond to the emergency and nust
| eave their jobs and famlies to go to the fire line. For this,
he said, they are not paid an appropriate and fair wage. Thi s

bill will allow Guard firefighters to be paid what private and
outside firefighters are paid, and he encouraged the commttee
to give the bill strong consideration

1:13: 37 PM
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CHAI R ROSES asked whether this arrangenent would use the Guard
to replace private individuals, or conpanies that are under
contract, to fight fires.

COM SSIONER I RWN responded that the bill wll not affect
private firefighters. The Guard is used for extra protection.

1:14:59 PM

CHAIR ROSES confirnmed that the Guard is called in after all
ot her resources have been expended.

1: 15: 05 PM

COMM SSIONER IRW N deferred the question to Lynn WI cock. He
enphasi zed that the intent is not to replace private service.

1:15: 22 PM

LYNN WLCOCK, Fire Program Manager, Director's Ofice, D vision
of Forestry, DNR, informed the commttee that, in an energency,
DNR nust certify to the Dvision of Honeland Security &
Emergency Managenent (DHS&EM that all private sector and
civilian resources are exhausted prior to requesting use of the
Guard. He added that the Guard is nost valuable at the tine
private resources in Alaska are exhausted, and out of state
resources are being nobilized, but have not arrived. He added
that the Guard is always valuable and the D vision of Forestry
supports the bill.

1: 16: 40 PM

REPRESENTATI VE FAIRCLOUGH referred to a docunent titled DNR
Comments on 773-08-0016, second paragraph, reading:

...as well as the fact that the Division of Forestry
can only wuse them referring to outside or the
National CGuard, after we have used all available
civilian assets.

REPRESENTATI VE FAI RCLOUGH then said, "... according to this neno
that there's a regulation in place that we would have to go
there before inplenenting the National Guard." She then
returned to the bill and observed that the interpretation being
di scussed allows, in the case of fire situations only, the
adjutant general to activate the Cuard. However, wunder Sec.

26.05. 070, she pointed out that the governor nmay order organized
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mlitia into active state service for any reason
Representative Fairclough said that her interpretation of the

change brought by this bill is, the authority to activate the
Guard is delegated to the adjutant general no matter what the
condition of the energency. These are two totally different
sections and one wll allow paynent of firefighter pay rates;

however, she disagreed that the change in lines 12 through 14
are specific to calling out the Guard to fight wldfires. She
said that this change will delegate the governor's authority in
its entirety, and the adjutant general can call the Guard in,
wi t hout the governor, for any energency in the state.

1:19: 28 PM

MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL said that he agreed with Representative
Fai r cl ough.

1:19: 48 PM

REPRESENTATI VE FAI RCLOUGH conpared her interpretation to the
first bullet point in the sectional analysis that says the
authority is specific to wildfires; she stated that the bullet
point is inaccurate and needs to be clarified.

1: 20: 14 PM

MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL confirmed that the intent is for the bil
to change the authority for wldfires, as stated by the
sectional analysis. He said that he has not asked the governor
to del egate authority over all CGuard activations.

REPRESENTATI VE FAI RCLOUCGH re-stated her interpretation.

1:20: 55 PM

CHAIR ROSES noted that, if the conmttee adopts a conceptual
anendnent, the legal departnment wll have to deal wth the
probl em before the bill noves on.

1:21: 06 PM

MAJOR CGENERAL CAMPBELL indicated that he would not oppose a
change to the bill that wll restrict the authorization to
fighting fires.

1: 21: 16 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE FAI RCLOUGH said that she will offer an amendnent;

however, she expressed her understanding that, in the case of a
dire energency, the governor may want a secondary |ine of
defense to respond to natural energencies. She then noved to

adopt a conceptual amendnent as foll ows:

That the adjutant gener al powers specific to
del egation of authority be Ilimted to activating
troops of the Al aska National CGuard to firefighting
only.

1:22:27 PM

MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL said that he had no objection.
1:22:52 PM

REPRESENTATI VE FAI RCLOUGH opined that the Conceptual Anmendnent
is inaccurate because the whole issue is that the bill does not
require, except under the provision about firefighter pay, for
DNR to be consulted. The anendnent woul d have to be expanded to
include the <caveat that DNR is required to agree to the
activation.

1: 23: 22 PM

MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL re-stated that the first part of the bill
i ndi cates the governor's concurrence with the adjutant general's
authority to activate the Guard; the DNR does not activate the
Guard. The second portion is about the paynment of firefighting
wages. He asked Representative Fairclough for a further
expl anati on of her statenent.

1: 23: 49 PM

REPRESENTATI VE FAI RCLOUGH expressed her understanding of the
statenent in the sectional analysis of Sec. 1 and renarked:

... 1t says, 'the Adjutant General of the Al aska
National Guard to activate the troops to fight wld
fires" not to pay them but to fight it, ' wll when
asked by the Departnment of Natural Resources.' So,
he's, he's the one who is the Kkicker.

1: 24: 16 PM
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MAJOR CGENERAL CAMPBELL concurred that DNR  nust request
activation of the troops. The initiation of the request is the
first step to the adjutant general's activation of the troops
and the subsequent paynent of firefighter pay, not state active

duty pay.

1:24: 37 PM
CHAIR ROSES observed that the conmttee wll not anmend the
sectional analysis and that the bill does not have the DNR

requirenent.
1:24:50 PM

REPRESENTATI VE FAI RCLOUCGH said that, the caveat in the sectional
anal ysis has both instances tied together with the DNR

1:25: 01 PM
CHAIR ROSES surm sed that when the bill noves to finance, the
sectional analysis can be corrected. Furthernore, there was no

objection to the Conceptual Anmendnent.
1:25:23 PM

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX asked whether, in the case of a wldfire
happeni ng when the governor was out of town, the authority is
gi ven in advance.

1: 26: 02 PM

MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL responded that, if HB 326 is passed, DWA
will ask for a Letter of Delegation that will be on file for the
governor's termof office.

1: 26: 31 PM

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX asked whether Maj or CGeneral Canpbell wants
the authority to activate the Guard in the case of other
matters, such as a riot.

1: 27: 18 PM

MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL answered no. He explained that mlitary
authority 1is deferred to the civilian |eadership in nost
instances; all control of the response is a civilian decision.
Secondly, the executive power of the governor should be to have
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the ability to determine at what l|evel to respond to an
energency, wth the exception of wldfires. He opined that
civil disobedience builds up over tinme, unlike a wldfire.
Eval uati ons show that a wildfire is the only valid exception to
t he governor's control over the activation of the CGuard.

1: 29: 10 PM

REPRESENTATI VE FAlI RCLOUGH asked whether QGuard firefighters, when
fighting a long lasting fire, receive conpensation for medica
benefits from their civilian jobs that nmay be jeopardized by
their Guard obligation.

1: 30: 11 PM

MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL assured the conmttee that firefighter
wages include workman's conpensation at an appropriate |evel.
However, this may not be equal to a Guard nenber's civilian
enpl oynment nedi cal cover age.

1: 30: 53 PM

REPRESENTATI VE FAlI RCLOUGH observed that it is a choice to be a
menber of the CGuard.

1:31:19 PM

MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL confirnmed that Guard nenbers have joi ned
the state mlitia with responsibility to the state first and the
federal governnent when asked. This is the primary m ssion for
t he Guard's existence.

1:31: 33 PM

CHAI R ROSES cl osed testinony.

1:32: 02 PM

REPRESENTATI VE DAHLSTROM noved to report HB 326, Version A, with
attached Conceptual Anmendnent, out of committee with individua
recommendati ons and the acconpanying fiscal notes. There being
no opposition, CSHB 326(MV) was reported from the House Speci al
Committee on Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs.

1: 32: 22 PM

The conmttee took an at-ease from1:33 p.m to 1:34 p. m
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Annual Update & Departnental Presentation

1: 35: 05 PM

MAJOR CGENERAL CAMPBELL informed the commttee that t he
Department of Mlitary & Veterans' Affairs (DWA) and the Palin
Adm ni stration have a new strategic plan that is included with
menber's copies of the 2007 annual report. The strategic plan
is the benchmark that reflects budget requests and, wth the
DWA website, provides transparency of last year's functions of
the departnment. For further information about the DWA's
activities, he provided copies of Warrior Magazine, and pointed
out that it is published at no cost to the state. Major General
Campbel | thanked the conmittee for the past |egislative action
that contributed to the repeal of a federal |aw usurping the
governors' control over state mlitias nationw de. A crisis
was averted by action fromthe governors and state | egislatures.
However, he warned that there is a new recomendation from the
U S North American Aerospace Defense (NORAD), Northern
Command, that will need to be addressed in the future.

1:38: 57 PM

MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL stated that the Arny Guard and the Air
Guard have had two extrenely busy years. Last year, the Arny
Guard had the largest nunber of soldiers from Al aska, deployed
in conbat, since Wrld War Two and nost are honme safe after

serving exceptionally well. There were 575 soldiers in Kuwait
and lraqg; a significant nunmber were Native Al askans from rural
Al aska. There were 150 nenbers serving in Kandahar,

Af ghani stan, and during the change of control from U S. forces
to North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO forces, the Taliban
accelerated fighting in the areas outside of Kandahar. However,
U S. Arny and Canadian forces, with significant |eadership from
the Alaska Arny National Guard, prevail ed. Most are now hone,
except for those inbedded in Afghanistan and in lIrag, who are
performng training mssions wth the Mngolian observers. In
addition, there are 185 soldiers stationed near Baghdad. He
opined that the "surge" [in mlitary presence] has helped to
protect these soldiers from death and serious injury. Maj or
General Canpbell continued to explain that the Guard is changing
to a battlefield surveillance brigade: a re-organization of
3,000 soldiers, sone of whom wll have to be schooled and re-
trained next year for new responsibilities. The Arny will test
the new brigade in about 15 nonths for a certification to serve.
He stressed that certification is inportant to ensure that CGuard
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menbers learn the life skills needed to benefit their state and
vi |l | ages.

1:46: 46 PM

MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL turned to the subject of mssile defense
at Fort Geeley. This is an entire Guard operation of 250
sol diers, and the new conmmander is doing an exceptional job. In

the matter of recruiting and retention, he said that the Al aska
Guard is 98 percent manned; in fact, nunbers are up to about
2,000 soldiers and Native recruiting is up after a 15 year
decl i ne. Wth the new organization, duties overseas, training

and high quality |eadership, the state has seen an increased
interest in joining the Guard. He continued to report that
avi ators and Bl ack Hawk helicopters are going back to Kosovo for
their second rotation; in addition, fixed wing aircraft are
serving in lraq. In Kosovo, there is a lot of tension in the
streets, and the presence of Guard support helps to ensure that
negotiations between the warring factions wll conti nue.
Qperation Junp Start is a nationwde Quard operation to
strengthen the security along the border of the four states that
share a border with Mxico; this operation is scheduled to
continue for the rest of this year. Finally, WMjor General
Canmpbel |l reported that Alaska is the last state where the Arny
provi des energency helicopter support to civilians through the
Mlitary Assistance and Search Team (MAST); this program wl|
end on the first of July, 2008, and alternatives need to be
found for rescue services in the Interior.

1:51: 23 PM

REPRESENTATI VE RAMRAS asked for the tinefrane of the | oss of the
MAST program i n Fairbanks.

1: 52: 13 PM

MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL stated that he is talking with Interior
representatives about the options to provide support for the
I nterior. The first of July, 2008, is the date for term nation
of the service; within that time it nust be determ ned whether
the state has sufficient capabilities or will contract with the
Arny for emergency services.

1: 53: 06 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE RAMRAS observed that there is a safety issue for
the citizens of Fairbanks and the Interior due to its extrene
weat her and di st ances between popul ati on centers.

1:53: 42 PM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH recalled that, in 2002, the U S. Coast Cuard
assumned a gr eat deal of mlitary honel and security
responsibilities.

1:54: 21 PM

MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL explained that the Guard and Coast GCuard
have agreed that, with the exception of the coastal area south
of Anchorage to the Aleutian Islands, that is covered by the
Coast Cuard, the Coast Guard takes responsibility for rescue
over water and the Guard over land, including Prince WIIliam
Sound. In a dire energency, the National Guard and the Coast
Guard are seam ess in response over the state. He observed that
the Coast Guard has many new honel and security responsibilities
for ports and shorelines. Maj or General Canpbell told the
conmttee that the Ar Guard has a new conmander, Brigadier
CGeneral Deborah MManus. Air Guard nmenbers that are currently
deployed for perineter security mssions in Kurdistan and
Af ghani stan, security conmunications in Iraq, counter-drug
m ssions in Ecuador, and air refueling duties in Guam and the

western Pacific QOcean. In Alaska, the CG17 is the aircraft of
the future; its mssions are operated jointly with Air Force and
GQuard crews. Still on duty are C130's, helicopters, and air

t ankers. Maj or Ceneral Canpbell offered a status report on the
Alr CQuard transfer from Kulis Ar National Guard Base to
El mrendorf Air Force Base. Last year infrastructure work was
begun at Elnmendorf; this year the road will be conpleted and
realignnment and vertical construction wll Dbegin. In 2010,
Kulis will begin the transfer and the base will be closed by
Septenber of 2011. The U. S. Departnent of Defense, the
Depart ment of Publ i c Saf ety, and t he Depart nent of
Transportation are | ooking at uses for sone of the |and and the
bui | di ngs. He opined that this is a very successful transition
wi t hout the need for state noney at this tine.

2:01: 03 PM
MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL continued to say that the Ar Control
Squadron at Elnendorf has been converted to Air Guard, adding

125 new jobs; furthernore, at Clear Air Force Station, the space
surveillance mssion at Anderson/Healy has also been converted
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to Ar GQGuard. He concluded by saying that the Ar CGuard is
changi ng: getting new equipnent; going to new |ocations; and
stepping into traditional active duty m ssions.

2:01: 57 PM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH asked for a description of the transition at
Clear Air Force Base.

2:02:39 PM

MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL expl ained that the Air Guard did not take
over facilities or i nfrastructure; t hose remain t he
responsibility of the Departnment of Defense. The Air GQuard
provides the security and operator force only. Mor eover ,
enpl oyees, such as the civilian firefighters, maintenance
contract enpl oyees, and others, remain under the DOD managenent.
Maj or General Canpbell turned to the subject of Energency
Managenent and informed the commttee that John Madden is the
di rector of the Division of Honel and  Security/ Ener gency
Managenent, two divisions that have been consolidated to keep
costs down. Even though there has been an increase in the
nunber of disasters, this consolidation is keeping the nunber of
staff and costs down. The nmerged staff is doing an exceptiona

job; in fact, disaster case nmanagenent files are now being
closed in three years, not seven. Maj or General Canpbel
acknow edged that, in the comng years, there nay be a need to

add staff, but his departnent is staffed sufficiently at this
time. He also acknow edged that help from the Federal Energency
Managenment Agency (FEMA) serves to keep costs down and his
budget contai ned. The federal agency shares responsibilities
with the state and has been a big help to Al aska when disasters
hit. There is a FEMA office in Anchorage and di saster assessors
from the Alaska office, or the Region 10 headquarters in
Seattle, are on site whenever necessary.

2:06:17 PM

MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL explained that northern ice is not
formng as fast, or as early, and is nelting earlier than in the
past; this is causing coastal erosion with nore flooding and the
destruction of riverbanks in northwestern Al aska. He opined
that later freezing leads to faster nelting, ice jans, and
f 1 oodi ng. He noted that the Kenai River flood |ast year was
caused by the quick break-up of ice and rapid nelting. He asked
the commttee to anticipate that requests for assistance will be
changi ng, also. Major General Canpbell addressed the subject of
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Honel and Security and said that the Guard is still operating
under Administration Oder 203; this order designated five
individuals from other departnents to work with the DWA and
build vulnerability assessnent teans to inprove security across

the state. This is a successful admnistrative order and has
provided valuable information; in fact, assessnents are now
being provided to the private sector. He stressed that 80
percent of honeland security grants go to projects in | ocal

communities, not to the state. In addition, Alaska is getting
| ess noney because the focus is nore on urban areas and high
threat areas such as nuclear power plants. Furthernore, total

funds for honeland security grants to Al aska are down from $19
mllion per year to about $7 million per year. Al t hough the

formula for noney is biased to urban areas, he opined that this
is a successful program for Alaska, and sufficient funds are
provided for security of the Trans-Al aska Pi peline System

2:10: 30 PM

MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL informed the conmttee that, |ast year,
the Alaska Land Mdbile Radio Program was transferred from the
DWA to the Departnment of Adm nistration. This is part of an
i nt egrated ener gency comuni cati on system that is t he
responsibility of the DOA Looki ng at the aspects of energency
conmuni cations in Al aska, including the ALERTNET system tsunam
systens, and the energency comrunications arena, indicates that
ener gency responders in Al aska are wel | connect ed.
Additionally, flying is getting safer with the inplenentation of
aviation safety prograns that conplenent the Federal Aviation
Adm ni stration's Capstone Safety Program (Capstone). The CGuard
aviation safety program is in the process of mapping Al aska's
terrain and, when conplete, will allow pilots to sinulate their
flights on conputers. The two prograns working together wll
provi de a safer environnment for pilots in the future.

MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL then spoke of the success of the Al aska
Mlitary Youth Acadeny; it is one of the finest in the country.
The acadeny graduates about 250 young adults and nonitoring
their progress after graduation has proven that about 95 percent

continue to be successful citizens. Funding for the acadeny
comes from the federal governnment and the state education
foundation funding formula. He stated that the educational

foundation formula is an appropriate source of funding for the
acadeny because it is an educational facility where fornmer drop-
outs conplete their high school degrees, General Education
Devel opnent (GED) tests, and vocational training.
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2:15:11 PM

CHAI R ROSES observed that, as the base student allocation was
increased, the multiplier factor for the acadeny budget becane

over inflated. He opined that there will be adjustnents to
determne the appropriate multiplier; however, he said he has
not heard that the acadeny will be taken out of the education

funding or that the base student allocation will be adjusted.

2:15:59 PM

MAJOR CENERAL CAMPBELL responded that, last year, the acadeny
| ost about $1 million in its operating budget and $1 mllion was
nmoved into the capital budget . This resulted in |less
recruitnent, advertising, and fewer incom ng students, but not
in a loss of the quality of the product. He expressed his
concern that the future expansion to a second acadeny wll be

put on hold with this budget; federal noney can not be used for
new construction. There is the possibility of expansion at Fort
Wai nwright Arnmy Post or at Eielson Ar Force Base when space
beconmes avail abl e. Present funding is right for the existing
facility in Anchorage, he concl uded.

2:19:31 PM

MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL stated that there has been an expansion
of the U S. Departnment of Defense elenentary school STARBASE

program from Anchorage into Fairbanks. This program uses
sci ence, space, and aviation to increase students' interest in
math and science. For one week, students fly the sinulator,

build rockets, and participate in other activities. Turning to
gl obal issues, Major Ceneral Canpbell referred to the Guard's
partnership with Mngolia. The basis of this four year old
programis for the Guard to establish contacts, assist with the
Mongolian mlitary, and to represent the United States to this

devel opi ng denocracy. Mongol i ans have been to Alaska to study
the mning industry, energency managenment, and governnment
prograns. The hope is for further business, governnment, and

educational contacts in the future, such as Sister Gty
exchanges.

2:23: 45 PM

CHAIR ROSES recalled an individual's successful experience in
Mongol i a.

2:24: 08 PM
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MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL related his positive experience with the
U.S. Anbassador to Mngolia and re-stated that Mongolia still

has sol diers acconpanying the Guard in Iraq. He then spoke of
the successful Adjutant Ceneral's Conference that was held in
Anchorage; it generated $5 nillion for the conmmunity. The

expenses for the conference were pre-funded and Major General
Campbel |l said that he has balanced the books from that event.
Further events this year included Operation Santa Caus; this
privatel y-funded program going on now for 52 vyears, brings
gifts and holiday cheer to villages. Finally, he stated that
the Veteran's Administration is expanding at El nendorf Air Force
Base and wll begin outreach services for returning veterans
that live in rural areas. There will be a request from the
veteran's organizations for $30,000 in additional funding for
travel to rural Alaska, and for cost adjustnents for the
servi ces provided.

2:29: 47 PM

REPRESENTATI VE RAMRAS observed that a letter from the commttee
was submitted today in support for the additional travel funds.

2:30:10 PM

MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL explained that the Guard has al so been
very active processing discharge certificates for the Al aska
Territorial Guard. From 2004 to 2007, about 171 discharges were
processed, and received, for veterans of the territorial guard
that are now recognized as nenbers of the mlitary. At the
governor's request, the program has been accelerated, and due to
an increase of $50,000 in the budget, there have been 424
di scharges processed in 2008. There are over 6,000 contacts to
be made and extra efforts are being made by the federal and
tribal governnments to connect with Alaska Natives in rural

ar eas. A variety of offices are assisting to keep the
applications in circulation. Those who served in the Al aska
Territorial Guard wll now receive veterans' retirenent and

medi cal benefits; however, after approval of the application,
there is a processing tine of three to nine nonths before the

veteran, or surviving spouse, will receive benefits.
2:34:16 PM
ROBERT GOODNMAN, Pr esi dent, Al aska Territorial Guard

Organi zation, expressed his appreciation of the DWA and its
policies; however, he opined that its treatnent of the Al aska
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Territorial Guard veterans has been m serable. He observed that
the first discharge was presented on the eighteenth of Cctober,
2004, and CGuard representatives travelled to 30 villages to
begi n processing the discharges. M. Goodman said that, as of
July of 2007, not one discharge or request had been obtained
because processing the discharges was not a priority with Mjor

CGeneral Canpbell. Now that nore resources have been directed to
the effort, nore discharges are being processed, but benefits
are still not being paid. He pointed out that twenty-seven

people are entitled to back pay and some have been waiting for
two and one-half years due to the departnent’'s inconpetence.
All of those waiting to be paid range in age from 76 to 91
years. In addition, 53 percent of the surviving spouses are
from None and Kotzebue and qualify for low incone benefits.
Furthernore, M. Goodman stated that there is $130,000 due from
the state that can be paid at any tine.

2:37:59 PM

CHAIR ROSES expressed his appreciation for M. Goodman's
t esti nony.

2:38:16 PM

MR. GOODMAN opined that there is not a witten plan for the
i ssuance of the discharges. He said that he felt Major GCeneral
Campbel | should be held accountable for the senior veterans who
are not being taken of.

2:38: 54 PM

REPRESENTATI VE RAMRAS t hanked the Major Ceneral for the Guard's
help at the Tanana Valley fair and for his assistance wth
| egislation to advocate for youth. He recognized the Mjor
Ceneral's enthusiasm and optimsm for youth and the standing
mlitary. He remarked:

"You ... give ... the various disciplines of the Guard
purpose, ... you are able to articulate those m ssions
and that purpose, in a way that renoves it from all
st er eot ypes. ... Yyou provide purpose, and honor, and
focus ... and articulate better than | have ever heard
how i nportant the function of the Guard in its various
mani festations are to the state of Al aska ...

2:41: 36 PM
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CHAI R ROSES recalled his visit to Fort Geely and the high |evel
of conpetence he saw. The nenbers there do have serious
concerns regarding the lack of access to nedical care. The
services need to be provided and the private sector and the
mlitary sector need to work together to provide for mlitary
famlies. Chair Roses then said:

| know that this issue of the territorial guard is one
that has caused sone anxiety for a |ot of people. And
| certainly hope that you are noving forward with a
plan, and that if you do have a strategy that you have
in witing, | certainly would love to see it, and if
not, | would certainly hope that you could put
sonet hi ng together; because | know your desire to make
sure that these guys get what they're entitled to is
just as strong as other people's. And, unfortunately,
we haven't always noved in the sanme direction at the
same tinme and had everybody on the sane page, but |
hope fromthis point forward, we can ...

2:43: 56 PM
ADJ OURNNMENT
There being no further business before the commttee, the House

Special Committee on Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs neeting was
adj ourned at 2:43 p. m
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