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Support CQur Troops, Inc. (SOT)

O nond Beach, Florida

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Answer ed questions during the hearing on HB
184.

PAT CARTER, Vol unt eer Lobbyi st

For Support Qut Troops, Inc.

Pal mer, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Answer ed questions during the hearing on HB
184.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

CHAIR BOB ROSES called the House Special Conmmittee on Mlitary
and Veterans' Affairs neeting to order at 1:06:11 PM
Representatives LeDoux, Dahlstrom Ranras, Fairclough, and Roses
were present at the call to order. Representatives Kawasaki and
Buch arrived as the neeting was in progress.

HB 184- COVMEMORATI VE TROOPS LI CENSE PLATE

1:07: 04 PM

CHAI R ROSES announced that the first order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 184, "An Act relating to a comenorative troops
license plate; and providing for an effective date."

1:07: 24 PM

REPRESENTATI VE DAHLSTROM noved to report HB 184 out of committee
with individual recommendati ons and the acconpanying zero fiscal
not e.

CHAI R ROSES asked for discussion on the bill.

1: 07: 33 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI remar ked:

| don't like the idea that this noney is going out of
state, first. I have sonme concerns about whether
this, in fact, dedicates funds. | don't know nuch
about the organization but | know that severa

t housand organi zations, in fact, sprung up directly as
a result of [the terrorist attacks of Septenber 11,
2001] . | think that the noney should go to service
men and wonen and their famlies, 1'd like to find
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another way to make sure that this revenue stays
within the state of Al aska.

1: 08: 49 PM

REPRESENTATI VE FAIRCLOUGH recalled that previous testinony
established that the noney did stay in Al aska, and she asked for
additional testinony fromthe witnesses to support that fact.

1: 09: 25 PM

MARTIN BO RE, Executive Director, Support Qur Troops, Inc.
(SOr), informed the commttee that SOT policy specifies that the
pl ate revenues from the sale of |icenses of any state wll be
spent to benefit the troops and famlies of that state. In
addition, the majority of the overhead adm nistrative costs wll
al so be spent in Alaska to encourage sales of the license plate
and ot her SOT endorsed products.

1:12: 06 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI referred to t he Al aska state
constitution which prohibits the dedication of funds. He opined
that a problem with the bill nmay arise if the state were to
di scontinue the appropriation of funds to the commenorative
I icense plate program

MR. BO RE responded that future problenms can be addressed and
sol ved.

CHAI R RCSES restated the question for clarification. Each year
the Alaska State Legislature must appropriate an anount of noney
equal to what has been collected by the sale of the |icense
pl at es. The question wll arise he said, if a future
| egi sl ature refuses to appropriate those funds.

MR BORE answered that SOI did not have a policy on this
guesti on.

1:14: 57 PM

PAT CARTER, Vol unteer Lobbyist, Support Qut Troops, Inc., opined
that a future legislature, when wthholding the appropriation,

woul d al so state the basis for its decision. In this case, SOT
will respond with corrective action and if its response were
unsati sfactory, the noney will transfer to the general fund.
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1:16: 56 PM

REPRESENTATI VE  RAMRAS  expressed hi s confi dence in t he
adm nistration of the Dyvision of Mtor Vehicles (DW), and
stated that he would purchase a commenorative |icense plate.
1:17:52 PM

CHAI R ROSES cl osed public testinony.

1:18: 24 PM

REPRESENTATI VE DAHLSTROM noved Amendrnent 1, 25-LS0621\M 1,
Luckhaupt, 3/15/07, that read:

Page 1, line 1, followng "plate":
Insert "and to l|icense plates available to
di sabl ed veterans”

Page 1, following line 3:

Insert a new bill section to read:
"* Section 1. AS 28.10.181(d) is anended to read:
(d) Vehi cl es owned by vet er ans Wi th
disabilities, including persons disabled in the I|ine

of duty while serving in the Alaska Territorial Guard,
or other persons with disabilities. Upon the request
of a person with a disability that limts or inpairs
the ability to walk, as defined in 23 CF. R 1235. 2,
the departnent shall (1) register one notor vehicle in
the nanme of the person w thout charge; and (2) issue a
specially designed registration plate that displays
(A) recognition of the disabled veteran if the
applicant's disability originated from the applicant's
service with the Alaska Territorial Guard or the arned
forces of the United States; (B) the international
synbol of accessibility (the wheelchair logo); and (O
if the applicant is a veteran, the Al aska and United
States flags and red, white, and blue colors. A person
who is not otherwise qualified under this subsection,
but who neets the qualifications of a disabled veteran
under AS 29.45.030(i), nmay register one notor vehicle
w thout charge, and the departnent shall issue a
specially designed registration plate that displays
recognition of the disabled veteran that does not
di splay the international synbol of accessibility and
does not carry with it special parking privileges. A
di sabled veteran who otherwise qualifies for a
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regi stration plate under this subsection nmay elect to
receive, at no charge, a plate under (p) or (q) of
this section for which the person is otherwse
qualified that does not display the international
synbol of accessibility and does not carry with it
special parking privileges. For purposes of this
subsection, proof of disability my be provided by a
person |icensed as a physician or physician assistant
under AS 08.64 or as an advanced nurse practitioner
under AS 08.68."

Page 1, line 4:
Del ete "Section 1"
| nsert "Sec. 2"

REPRESENTATI VE DAHLSTROM then nobved to adopt Concept ua
Amendnent 1 to Amendnent 1 to delete "at no charge" from page 1,
line 23.

CHAI R ROSES obj ected for di scussion purposes.
REPRESENTATI VE DAHLSTROM explained that the amendnent would

allow qualified veterans to choose a veteran's conmenorative
plate that does not contain the disabled synbol or designate

special parking privileges. This change is in response to
requests from veterans who wsh to choose other specia
designations for their conmenorative |icense plates. She not ed

that neither the Conceptual Anmendnment 1, nor Anendnent 1 nake
any ot her changes to HB 184.

1: 21: 10 PM

REPRESENTATI VE FAI RCLOUGH requested clarification regarding the
portion of Amendnent 1 that deletes "Section 1".

CHAI R RCSES said, "Just the "Section 1."

REPRESENTATI VE DAHLSTROM clarified that this is a renunbering
change.

REPRESENTATI VE FAI RCLOUGH r enar ked:

The point that I was going to make, even if the words
are there, is it's tw separate itens, one is how the
departnment is ... | just was wondering why we're

deleting Section 1, as far as the nunbering and
rolling it into Section 2, is that correct?
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REPRESENTATI VE DAHLSTROM replied that Legislative Legal and
Research Services advised that this was proper

CHAI R ROSES suggested correcting the format through a Concept ual
Amendnent .

REPRESENTATI VE FAIRCLOUGH said that staff had answered her
concern and she wi thdrew her question.

1: 23: 16 PM

CHAI R ROSES renoved his objection to the anmendnent. There being
no further objection, Arendnent 1, as anended, was adopt ed.

1: 23: 26 PM

CHAI R ROSES call ed for discussion on HB 184, as anmended.

1:23:41 PM

REPRESENTATI VE DAHLSTROM noved to report HB 184, as anended, out
of conmittee with i ndi vi dual recomrendat i ons and t he
acconpanyi ng zero fiscal note. There being no objection, CSHB

184(MV) was reported from the House Special Conmttee on
Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs.

1:24: 03 PM
ADJ QURNVENT
There being no further business before the commttee, the House

Special Committee on Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs neeting was
adj ourned at 1:24 p.m
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