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W TNESS REG STER

MAJOR GENERAL CRAI G CAMPBELL, Adjutant General / Comr ssi oner
Departnment of Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs (DWA)

Ft. Richardson, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented an overview of the Departnent of
Mlitary & Veterans' Affairs and provided comments on HB 45.

REPRESENTATI VE DAVI D GUTTENBERG

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented HB 45 as a prine sponsor.

JOSEPH FI ELDS,
Fai r banks, Al aska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 45.

DANA KRAWCHUK, St af f

to Representative David Quttenberg

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Answered questions on HB 45.

PAT LUBY, Advocacy Director

Aneri can Associ ation of Retired Persons (AARP)
Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 45.

LI SA PUSI CH, State Account ant
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Di vi sion of Finance

Department of Adm nistration (DOA)

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Responded to a question regardi ng HB 45.

KACI SCHRCEDER HOTCH, Staff

to Representative Bill Thomas

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented HB 62 and Amendnment 1 on behal f
of Representative Thomas, a joint prinme sponsor.

MARY GOVER, Director

Di vi sion of Enroll nent Services

Uni versity of Al aska

Fai r banks, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 62 and answered
guesti ons.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

CHAIR BOB ROSES called the House Special Conmmttee on Mlitary
and Veterans' Affairs neeting to order at 1:05:38 PM
Representatives Dahlstrom LeDoux, Kawasaki, Buch, and Roses
were present at the call to order. Represent ati ve Fairclough
arrived as the nmeeting was in progress. Representative Doll was
al so in attendance.

Presentation by the Departnent of Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs

CHAI R ROSES announced that the first order of business would be
the presentation by the Departnment of MIlitary and Veterans'
Affairs (DWA).

1: 06: 31 PM

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG CAMPBELL, Adjutant General/Conmm ssioner,
Department of Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs (DWA), inforned
the commttee that the DWA represents 4,400 Al askans, nobst of
who are affiliated with, the Arnmy and Air National Guards, the
Division of Enmergency WMnagenent and Honeland Security, the
Ofice of Veterans' Affairs, the Alaska MIlitary Youth Acadeny

(Acadeny), and the Division of Admnistrative Services. He
called the commttee's attention to the DWA 2006 Annual Report
and the wnter 2006/07 issue of WARRIORS nmmagazine. Maj or

CGeneral Canpbell noted that both of these publications are
printed at no cost to the state or federal governnent and are
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current sources of information regarding activities of the
DWA' s sol diers, airnen, and enpl oyees.

CHAI R ROSES recommended that nenbers read the story on page 19
of WARRIORS nmmgazine that features a fornmer student of the
Al aska Yout h Acadeny.

1: 09: 43 PM

MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL added that the Youth Academy can change a
student's life and give a young person the skills to pursue
hi s/ her dreans. To begin his presentation, Mjor GCeneral
Canmpbel | spoke about the Alaska Arny National Guard, which has
evol ved over the last four years from a scout group of 1,770
soldiers to a dynamc force that is neeting the needs of the
U S. across the world. By the end of 2007, there wll be 1,400
Ar ny Nat i onal Guar dsnen deployed to I raq, Kuwai t , or
Af ghani st an. Currently, 570 soldiers are stationed in Kuwait;
120 soldiers are stationed in Kandahar, Afghanistan; and one
nonconm ssioned officer and one officer are in Iraqgq, stationed
to serve with the Mngolian force. Mongolia is one of Anmerica's
strongest allies and its troops have served and trained wth
Al aska's sol diers. Maj or General Canpbell further explained
that the overseas deploynent began with the Third Battalion,
Charlie Conmpany from Juneau followed by the First Battalion from
None. Two aviation divisions, the Black Hawk helicopters and
the C23 fixed-wing aircraft, have served one rotation. At this
time, 170 soldiers are scheduled to deploy to Iraq this sumer
in addition to the enbedded training teans that are already
t here. He enphasized that the Alaska Arnmy National Guard has
transforned from a hone-based scout group into a conbat ready
or gani zati on.

MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL further described changes in the Arny
National Guard that was formed as a scout group during the Cold
War to patrol the North and Northwestern borders. At the end of
the Cold War, the guard becanme an Infantry Brigade Conbat Team
(IBCT) which required teaming with bases in other states and
territories. Now, Major General Canpbell continued, the guard
may beconme an exclusively Alaska Battlefield Surveillance
Bri gade. The Al aska Arny National Guard is still changing to
meet the needs of the U S. and Al aska. He said the goal for the
Arny National Guard is to train troops for civilian jobs that
fit state needs, such as |aw enforcenent. Regarding mssile
def ense, Major General Canpbell remarked that Fort Geely is the
only missile defense field in the US. and that it is manned
solely by about 205 Al aska National Guardsnen. Turning to the
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subject of recruitnent, he noted that the guard currently has
1,950 nenbers and wll exceed its goal this year. The
recruitment goal for 2008 is to have a force of 2,050 nenbers.
Maj or Ceneral Canpbell stated that new recruits want to stay in
Al aska and serve both the country and the state, and use the
Nati onal Guard as a support for education and job training.

1: 20: 27 PM

MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL spoke of the progress of new construction
projects for the Arny National Guard. The Juneau readi ness
center and the adnministration office in Auke Bay were conpleted
in partnership wth the University of Alaska Southeast
recreation center, he related. The guard is now in the process
of building an arnory in Bethel, and a None readiness center
will be conpleted soon; however, the five-year construction plan
is behind schedule due to the diversion of funds to Afghani stan
and Iraq.

MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL began his overview of Al aska Air National
Guard activities by describing the relocation of Kulis Ar
Nati onal CGuard Base to Elnendorf Air Force Base in Anchorage.
As a result of the Base Relocation and Cosure Act (BRAC), the
US. Ar Force has arranged funding for the nove. It was
determned that federal funding in the amount of $160 mllion is
sufficient to create an Air National Guard Wng stationed on

El mendorf Air Force Base. One result of the nove is that the
guard wll gain four Cl30 propeller transport aircraft and
active duty personnel for support of the aircraft, plus

additional Cl17 aircraft. Maj or Ceneral Canpbell described the
Air Quard's deploynents as different than the Arny's by the
l ength of deploynment and the location of its stations. Last
year, the 176th Wng from Kulis Air National Guard Base was the
| ead agency for airlift out of Afghanistan. Conmbat search and
rescue personnel were the first deployed after [the terrorist
attacks of Septenber 11, 2001] to Uzbekistan, Pakistan, and
Af ghani st an. Aircraft tankers have been sent all around the
wor | d. The upcom ng deploynment of 30 to 40 Air National CGuard
soldiers for Mlitary Police (MP) security forces in Ilrag wll
involve the 176th Wng and the 168th W ng. Maj or Ceneral
Canmpbell closed the presentation by assuring commttee nenbers
that the novenent of Kulis Air National Guard Base wll not
result in the |oss of personnel. The Al aska Air National Guard
wi Il have a manpower reduction of about 100 positions; however,
this reduction is based on a reallocation of positions to states
with nore than 100 percent recruitnent.
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REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX requested that Major General Canpbel
explain why recruitnent in Alaska is not at 100 percent.

MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL explained that some of the Air Nationa
Guard's highly technical career fields conpete with civilian
jobs in the conmputer and nedical industries. He said the globa
war on terrorism in Iraqg and Afghanistan is not a factor in
recruitment difficulties.

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX further inquired as to why conpetition for
techni cal jobs would not be a problemfor other states.

MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL further explained that denographics in
states differ. For exanple, California has a problemrecruiting
in the San Francisco area where it nust conpete wth job
opportunities in the Silicon Valley. However, recruiting is not
a problem in agricultural areas of California. In addition,
many comunities have cultural and traditional ties to service
in the National Guard; therefore, recruiting is not difficult.

1: 32: 58 PM

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX asked: “"Do you think that originally the
nunbers that were set for your being at 100 percent, that there
was sonething off with those nunbers ... if you have never net
t hen®?"

MAJOR CGENERAL CAMPBELL informed the commttee that t he
recruitnent goals are assigned according to the nunber of
aircraft. He continued the presentation by pointing out that
the National CGuard is attenpting to tailor the guard to the
needs of each state. The U S. Air Force is in the process of
reducing its force by about 40,000 personnel. If the Nationa
Air Quard can disperse positions throughout the US., it can
absorb sone of the displaced Air Force nenbers and hel p neet the
needs of the nation.

MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL related that the Mongolia and Al aska
partnership is part of a program designed by the U S. Departnent
of State and Departnment of Defense to encourage relationships

with energing denocracies. Mongolia is simlar to Alaska in
terms of geography, dependency on natural resources and a rura
geography with limted infrastructure. The partnership has

extended to business and cultural activities. For exanple, the
Fai rbanks Chanber of Commerce is pursuing a sSister city
relationship with Erdenet, Mongoli a. This partnership benefits
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the U S. and Alaska in the areas of business, econonmcs, and
political affairs.

1: 37: 27 PM

MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL reported that the DWA D visions of
Honel and Security and Energency Managenent (DHS&EM have nerged
with effective results. Assessnment teans are evaluating
busi nesses' security risks and good progress is being nade with
the Alyeska Pipeline Service Conpany and others to enhance
security. John Madden is the new director of DHS&EM and has
been asked to bring the two entities closer together to
elimnate duplication of services. Maj or GCeneral Canpbel
reported that |ast year Al aska had six major state disasters and
in the future Alaska will need a conbined effort to assist in
weat her disasters and energency managenent. Envi ronnent a
damage due to floods, erosion, wnd, and sea storns IS
increasing. The structure of the disaster relief fund can be an
obstacle to getting noney to conmmunities that need relief.
Communities will need additional state support as federal funds
for honel and security have been reduced from $19 mllion to $6.7
mllion. He noted that during the Hooper Bay fire, there was an
exceptional response from state and | ocal agencies and the state
energency responder. Wthin 48 hours teans were present and
working with the private sector to provide housing and security.
Al so, in January 2007, the Tsunam notification system was found
to be effective and coordination between agencies worked
perfectly to serve residents.

1:44: 07 PM

MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL announced that in March, the Al aska Youth
Acadeny (Acadeny) wll graduate 156 students, its |argest class
to date. The State of Alaska supports the Acadeny through the
public school education funding fornula;, however, the Acadeny
repays for its cost by future savings in |law enforcenent,
corrections, and incarceration. Over 95 percent of the students
are successful in careers or in higher education after entering
this voluntary program Gaduates are tracked informally for 1-
2 years so that the results of their experience at the Acadeny
are known. The Acadeny has been recognized for excellence in
training, in nmentorship, and in vocational education.

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX asked whether students at the Acadeny are
volunteers or are required to attend by court orders.
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MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL explained that the attendance at the
Acadeny is 100 percent voluntary. Prior to the academc term
applicants nust conplete a two-week long canp that serves to
di scourage students who may not want to conmit to the vigorous
requirenments. Al though an exit interview is conducted wth
students who withdraw during the five-nonth period, those who
wi t hdraw are not tracked for success after exiting.

1: 48: 28 PM

MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL infornmed the committee that the O fice of
Veterans' Affairs is involved in Qperation Stand Down, a program
that is sponsored by the National Coalition for Honeless
Vet er ans. He invited the commttee to attend one of its events

in support of veterans who are lost in the system He al so
referred to the progress being made by the Veterans' Affairs
Ofice in I Ssui ng Al aska Territorial GQuard di schar ge
certificates. Maj or General Canpbell spoke of the history

between the federal governnment and the Al aska National Guard.
The National Guard was established in 1636 by comunities and
villages for protection. This organi zation evolved to becone a
mlitia and was recognized in the Constitution of the United
States. The National Guard, though organi zed separately, can be
activated at the direction of the President if an additional
mlitary force is needed in a crisis. After Hurricane Katrina,
the federal law was changed to allow the activation of the
National Guard in a state enmergency by the President, wthout
the consent of the state's governor. He urged the commttee to
be aware of this issue and the potential negative inpact on
Al aska. In conclusion, WMjor General Canpbell inforned the
commttee that his future strategic plans wll include the
changes needed for the DWA to provide better service to the
State of Al aska. He said he will ensure that the structure of
support for energencies will be properly utilized and will serve
Al aska. He relayed that he will soon release a new Strategic
Plan that will properly inplenent BRAC, consider expanding the
Acadeny, conplete plans for a WMngolian business tour, and
conplete the transfer of Clear Air Force Station to Fort G eely.

2:01: 02 PM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH praised the DWA for its service in the
search and rescue of civilians.

MAJOR CGENERAL CAMPBELL, in response to comments, described the
close relationship of the US. Coast Guard and the Al aska
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National Guard for rescue mssions, and affirned that Al aska
provi des excell ent opportunities for search and rescue training.

HB 45- STATE VETERANS' CEMETERY & FUND

2: 03: 59 PM

CHAI R ROSES announced that the next order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 45, "An Act authorizing the Departnment of
Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs to establish and maintain Al aska
veterans' ceneteries; and establishing the Al aska veterans'
cenmetery fund in the general fund."

2:04: 23 PM

REPRESENTATI VE DAVI D GUTTENBERG Al aska State Legislature, joint
prime sponsor, described his conversation with a constituent,
the widow of a veteran, who voiced her unhappiness at the
absence of a U S. Departnment of Veterans' Affairs (VA cenetery
in Fairbanks. Representative Cuttenberg said that while
exploring the possibility of establishing a VA cenetery in
Fai r banks, he determ ned that Fairbanks is not eligible for a
national cenetery but is eligible to apply for the VA State
Cemetery Gants Program (grant program. This |egislation,
simlar to legislation last year, will create the procedure that
allows a comunity to apply to VA for a VA cenetery through the
gr ant program The restrictions and structure for
admnistrating the program wll cone from federal VA funds.
There is a great deal of support for HB 45 from veterans and
servi ce organi zations around the state.

2:07:18 PM

JOSEPH FI ELDS began by clarifying that although he is vice chair
of the Alaska Veterans Advisory Council (A V.AC) he is
speaking on his own behalf. He inforned the conmmttee of the
increasing need for a VA cenetery, due to the aging veteran
popul ati on and present deploynment of troops. He nentioned that
HB 45 addresses problens brought out |ast year. M. Fields
encouraged the swi ft passage of HB 45.

REPRESENTATI VE GUTTENBERG recalled that one of the concerns M.
Fi el ds voiced about |ast year's version of HB 45 was that funds

for it would be diverted from other VA benefit prograns. In
2005, the national director of the grant program assured A V.A C
t hat other VA benefits will not be reduced.
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CHAI R ROSES asked: "Are [the federal funds] required to be
passed through the Departnment of MIlitary and Veterans' Affairs
of the state?"

REPRESENTATI VE GUTTENBERG rel ated his understanding that funds
woul d conme to the state as a grant fromthe VA and then woul d be
di sbursed as state appropriations for construction and burial
costs.

2:10: 06 PM

REPRESENTATI VE DAHLSTROM i ndi cated that she has not been able to
conplete her research on the bill and asked if Representative
GQuttenberg has nmet with Major General Canpbell, or others, to
organi ze the details of the grant process and financing.
Al though there is support for the bill, details of the financing

need to be worked out in a subconmmittee, or before further
action on the bill.

DANA KRAWCHUK, Staff to Representative David CGuttenberg, Al aska
State Legislature, testified that the basis of HB 45 is to allow
the state to apply to the grant program and if granted, create
the regulations for inplenmentation. The grant program pays for
100 percent of construction and operation, however, the state is
responsible for the cost of yearly maintenance and operating
staff.

2:12: 09 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GUTTENBERG recalled that during the creation of
the bill his office consulted Jerry Beale, State Veterans
Adm ni strator, Departnent of Mlitary, and Veterans' Affairs
(DWA) regarding the adm nistration of funds.

REPRESENTATI VE DAHLSTROM i nquired as to which agency at the DWA
woul d be responsible for funding.

M5. KRAWCHUK identified M. Beale as the point of contact for
i nformati on; however, she ment i oned t hat Representati ve
GQuttenberg's staff had not spoken to Mijor General Canpbel
about the bill.

2:13: 26 PM
REPRESENTATI VE DAHLSTROM asked what exact position M. Beale

hol ds. She then highlighted the inportance of follow ng the
correct di sbur senent procedures for federal funding and
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recommended sponsors of the bill avoid potential problens by
nmeeting with Major General Canpbell and others.

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG CAMPBELL, Adjutant General/Comm ssioner,
Departnment of Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs (DWA), confirned
that Jerry Beale is the DWA State Veterans' Adm nistrator. At
this time there are no state veterans' ceneteries; however, he
assured the conmttee that M. Beale is the appropriate and
proper staff person to represent the state and coordinate the
grant program He also noted that at the tine the legislature
considers action on the state veterans' cenetery, his office and

the governors' legislative liaison should be invol ved. He said
t hat al t hough he has not been asked to take an official position
for the DWA and he wuld |like to review the proposed

| egi sl ation.

CHAI R ROSES asked the presenters if funding can be provided only
for a separate cenetery or if the veterans' cenetery can be part
of an existing municipal cenetery.

2:16:12 PM

REPRESENTATI VE FAI RCLOUGH pointed out that the regulations
specify that the grant application nmust be for a "stand-al one"
cenetery, not to be conbined with an existing cenetery.

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX asked Representative Guttenberg to clarify
whether or not the bill specifies that the location of the
veterans' cenetery will be in Fairbanks.

REPRESENTATI VE GUTTENBERG replied that the result of one of I ast
year's anmendnments was that any conmunity neeting the criteria
can apply; however, Fairbanks is the only Al aska comunity that
currently nmeets the denographic criteria of the grant program
He continued to explain that one of the criterion for approva
of national veterans' ceneteries is decided by denographics;
therefore Alaska, with existing ceneteries at Fort Richardson
and in Sitka, would not be eligible for another national
vet er ans' cenetery unti | the Alaska veteran popul ati on
i ncreases.

REPRESENTATI VE FAI RCLOUGH referred to the letter of support from
AARP specifying the location of the cenmetery to be in Fairbanks.
However, she rel ated her understanding that

Wil e people are supporting [a cenmetery] in Fairbanks
and that mght be the only community that federally
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neets the definition requirenments that is not what
this bill does. This bill sets up a framework for
money to start accunulating so that we could pursue at
a particular point in tine a cenetery at a l|ocation
that we woul d choose in the future.

REPRESENTATI VE GUTTENBERG r epl i ed:

No, ... it sinply allows the [DWAJto apply for a
grant and whether they are eligible or not ... it sets
up a fund [in the general fund] but there is no noney
in it until the grant process happens and the VA sends
the nmoney in and that is where it would go to
construct a cenetery.

2:22: 05 PM

REPRESENTATI VE FAI RCLOUGH noted that the docunment contains an
i ncone date of July 1, 2007, and asked if an effective date for
t he acceptance of donations is needed. She al so expressed her
support of the inclusion of AS 37.05.590(c) [which ensures funds

allocated will not |apse]. She then asked if nonies in the
general fund are invested for a short-term or a long-term
return. Representative Fairclough then expressed her concern
about AS 26.10.030, which allows the acceptance of gifts to the
veterans' cenetery fund. She called the committee's attention
to the possibility of a gift of land, for exanple, that bears
costs and liabilities. The bill cites state code, but does not
set out a procurenment process. A gift and gift acceptance

policy would be a benefit to the state and [may prevent] an
unseen liability.

2:23: 38 PM
REPRESENTATI VE GUTTENBERG informed the conmttee that the
federal VA guidelines address the question of the available |and

for the project grant. He quoted from the VA qguidelines the
fol | ow ng:

Suitable land should be easily accessible by roads,

free of limtations such as rocks, steep slope, and
wet | ands, unconprom sed by inconpatible Iand use
near by, appropriate for cenetery use. Land use

al ready owned by the state, nmunicipality, or county is
usual ly best, the state nust have title to the |and

anal yze possible negative, environnental, and
hi storic preservation inpacts.
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REPRESENTATI VE GUTTENBERG concl uded that the land issues will be
addressed by the terns of the grant program and in response to
a question, confirned that the state would designate the |and
prior to the application of the grant.

2:25: 27 PM
REPRESENTATI VE FAI RCLOUGH expl ai ned that she is questioning, not

the federal guidelines on the suitability of the land, but state
statue regarding gifts of land and whether the statue requires

the investigation of possible liability issues. She conti nued
to say that the State of Alaska should have a process to limt
ltability in accepting a gift. This bill, she maintained,

creates a framework for accepting cash and alternate revenue
streans for additional donations, simlar to the Division of
Mot or Vehicles comenorative |icense plates. She suggested the
committee might consider ways to limt the state's liability in
accepting gifts rather than elimnating the donation cl ause.

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX noted that word in AS 44.35.035(b) "may"
t akes away the obligation of accepting a gift.

2:28:16 PM

REPRESENTATI VE FAI RCLOUGH said: "The issue is does the State of
Al aska have a gift acceptance policy? At least on the citation

in this particular bill before us that particular statute
citation does not include the policy, it just says we'll take
gifts.”

REPRESENTATI VE DAHLSTROM r ecommended that the commttee research
the state's established policy for receiving gifts.

2:29:17 PM

PAT LUBY, Advocacy Director, Anerican Association of Retired
Persons (AARP), and an Al aska veteran, infornmed the committee
that AARP has submitted a letter in support of HB 45. He said
that burial in a veterans' cenetery is the last chance for the
U.S. to recognize the service of veterans and their famlies.
Passage of this bill gives thousands of veterans throughout
state, who are not living in Sitka and Anchorage, the
opportunity to be honored in a | ocal cenetery.

2:31:22 PM
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LI SA PUSICH, State Accountant, D vision of Finance Departnent of
Adm ni stration, responding to a question from the conmttee,
stated that she would investigate the state policy regarding the
acceptance of gifts.

REPRESENTATI VE DAHLSTROM recomended that nenbers send the bill
to a subcommttee or request that the sponsor research answers
to the questions raised by the commttee.

2:32:30 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GUTTENBERG offered to provide the conmittee with
answers to the many questions. Also, in response to a question,
he stated that the anendnents from last year have been
i ncorporated into HB 45.

MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL assured the commttee that DWA is the
proper department to assist the sponsors of the bill.

CHAI R RCSES i ndi cated HB 45 woul d be hel d over.

HB 62-TU TI ON WAl VER FOR NATI ONAL GUARD FAM LY
2:34:26 PM

CHAI R ROSES announced that the final order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 62, "An Act providing for partial tuition
assistance for famlies of nenbers of the Al aska National Cuard,
directing the adjutant general to seek additional funding to
support tuition assistance; and providing for free hunting and
sport fishing licenses for active nenbers of the Al aska Nationa
GQuard. "

KACI SCHROEDER HOTCH, Staff to Representative Bill Thonas,
Al aska State Legislature, presented HB 62 and an anendnent
| abel ed 25-LS0303\A. 1, Mschel, 2/1/07 on behalf of the joint

prinme sponsors Representatives Thonmas, and Kerttul a. She
informed the commttee that HB 62 consists of three parts. The
bill first grants active National Guard menbers free hunting and

fishing licenses to thank nmenbers for their service to the State
of Alaska and to serve as an inportant recruiting tool for the
Al aska National Guard. Ms. Hotch continued to explain that the
second part grants a 50 percent waiver of University of Al aska
(UA) tuition to spouses of National Guard nenbers. This waiver

she added, will serve as an inportant retainnment tool and wll
al so recognize the commtnent of service from guard famlies.
The third part of HB 62 concerns funding the current tuition
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wai ver program for guard nenbers and additional funding for
spousal tuition waivers. Additional funds will be obtained by
authorizing the Departnent of Mlitary & Veterans' Affairs
(DWA) to request supplenmental appropriations.

2:37: 17 PM

CHAIR ROSES asked if the tuition waiver program accrues
adm ni strative costs charged by the Departnent of Adm nistration
(DOA) and/or the University of Al aska.

M5. HOTCH said she believes that the University of Al aska has
submtted a zero fiscal note to be attached to HB 62 and DWA
has submitted a fiscal note indicating its costs.

MAJOR GENERAL CAMPBELL, in response to questions, explained that
the DWA does not extract fees, but it wll accrue costs for
adm ni stering and processing applications. He pointed out that
suppl enental funding requests which are submtted to the Al aska
State Legislature are not always appropriated, and furthernore,
the existing program is not always fully funded. He also
indicated, in response to a question, that he could not coment
on a change in policy that would transfer the admnistration of
the programfromthe DWA to the University of Al aska.

REPRESENTATI VE DAHLSTROM recalled a previous House Finance
subconmittee neeting in which nenbers were advised that the
funding for this program is short every year by approximtely
$60, 000. She said she is supportive of the present program
whi ch is managed by the DWA

2:44:13 PM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH requested clarification as to whether
spouses and nenbers of the famly or just spouses would receive
tuition waivers under HB 62.

CHAI R RCSES answered the question by stating that the amendnent
| abel ed 25-LS0303\A. 1, M SCHEL, 2/1/07, limts tuition waiver to
spouses only.

2:45: 06 PM
MARY GOWER, Director of Enrollnment Services, University of
Al aska, informed the committee that UA does not extract

adm nistrative fees from the current program and that it
supports HB 62 and has submtted a zero fiscal note. She said
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she could not conment on the possibility of transferring the
adm nistration of the program from DWA to UA, or if UA would
support a reduction in the tuition rate.

2:47: 42 PM

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX noved to report HB 62 out of comittee
with individual recomendations and the acconpanying fiscal
not es.

2:47: 59 PM

REPRESENTATI VE = KAWASAKI objected for discussion purposes.
[ Al t hough not formally stated, the commttee treated the notion
as w t hdrawn. ]

REPRESENTATI VE KAWASAKI noved that the commttee adopt Anendnent
1, | abel ed 25-LS0303\A. 1, M schel, 2/1/07, which read:

Page 1, line 1:
Delete "famlies"
| nsert "spouses”

Page 3, line 5:
Del ete "or child"

2:49: 00 PM

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX nmoved to report HB 62, as anmended, out of
conmmttee with individual recomendations and the acconpanying
fiscal notes. There being no objection, CSHB 62(MV) was
reported from the House Special Committee on Mlitary and
Veterans' Affairs

ADJ QURNVENT

There being no further business before the conmttee, the House
Special Conmittee on Mlitary & Veterans' Affairs neeting was
adj ourned at 2:49 p.m
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