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HOUSE BI LL NO. 51

“"An Act relating to recorking, sealing, or packaging of w ne
served with a neal and renoval of recorked, sealed, or packaged
wine fromlicensed prem ses."”

- MOVED HB 51 QUT OF COW TTEE

HOUSE BI LL NO. 65

"An Act relating to breaches of security involving personal
information, credit report and credit score security freezes,
consuner credit nonitoring, credit accuracy, protection of
social security nunbers, care of records, disposal of records,
identity theft, furnishing consunmer credit header information,
credit cards, and debit cards, and to the jurisdiction of the
office of admnistrative hearings; anmending Rule 60, Al aska
Rul es of Civil Procedure; and providing for an effective date.”

- BI LL HEARI NG CANCELED
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: HB 51

SHORT TI TLE: RECORKI NG W NE SERVED W TH A MEAL
SPONSOR(s) : REPRESENTATI VE(s) RAMRAS

01/ 16/ 07 (H PREFI LE RELEASED 1/5/ 07
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01/ 16/ 07 (H) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
01/ 16/ 07 (H) L&C, FIN
01/ 31/ 07 (H L&C AT 3:00 PM CAPI TOL 17

W TNESS REG STER

EM LY STANCLI FF, Staff

to Representative Jay Ranras

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented HB 51 on behal f of Representative
Ranr as, sponsor.

DOUGLAS “DOUG GRIFFIN, Director

Al cohol i c Beverage Control Board ("ABC Board")

Department of Public Safety (DOP)

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Answered questions and offered comments
during the hearing on HB 51.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

CHAIR KURT OLSON called the House Labor and Commerce Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 3:10:11 PM Represent ati ves
Gatto, LeDoux, Ranras, Buch, Gardner, Neuman, and O son were
present at the call to order.

HB 51- RECORKI NG WNE SERVED WTH A MEAL

Chair O son announced that the only order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 51, "An Act relating to recorking, sealing, or
packaging of wine served with a nmeal and renoval of recorked,
seal ed, or packaged wine fromlicensed prem ses."

3:10: 43 PM
EMLY STANCLIFF, Staff to Representative Jay Ranras, Al aska

State Legislature, sponsor, explained that the intent of HB 51
is to lower the blood alcohol content (BAC) of individuals who

wish to have wine with a neal. After one drink, an individual
has a blood al cohol l|evel of .02, after three drinks .06, and
after four drinks, is considered legally intoxicated. HB 51,
she said, elimnates the need to consune an entire bottle of
wine or surrender the value of the bottle. Presently, if a
bottle of wine is ordered with a neal, the entire content is
consuned or a partial bottle is left at the restaurant. Thi s
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bill would allow the custoner to request that the bottle be
resealed, in order to transport the bottle hone.

M5. STANCLI FF expl ained that recorking would involve replacing
the original cork with a new cork, in such a way as to require a
corkscrew to reopen the bottle. The nethod of resealing would
be determned by the Al coholic Beverage Control Board ("ABC
Board"). Met hods may i ncl ude: pl acing a seal over the top of
the bottle or placing the bottle in a sleeve and stapling the
top of the sleeve closed. The bottle nust renmain sealed during
transport. This would not be considered an “open container” if
sealed in the appropriate fashion.

3:12: 34 PM

REPRESENTATI VE RAMRAS added that the aforenentioned BAC |evels
were used as an exanple to show how the anount of alcohol

consuned affects the BAC |evel. He stated that conmunities are
safer if less wwne is consuned. 1In regard to finishing a bottle
of wine with dinner, he said “there’s a human notion that we all
have about not wanting to surrender value.” He pointed out that
a person may take the remainder of his or her dinner hone,
however, the current “open container” |aw does not allow for
wine to be renoved from the prem ses. This encourages the

consuner to finish the bottle, in order to not surrender the
val ue. He said “Primarily, this piece of legislation should be
viewed as sonething that makes our communities safer, wthout
i nvol ving governnent.... Just by applying a little common
sense, and letting people carry the remaining value with them
to enjoy in their hones.”

3:13:48 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER pointed out that previous concerns have
i ncluded the nmethod used to reseal the container. The sponsor
statenment reads that a corkscrew would be required to reopen the
bottle; however, the bill states that the bottle nay also be
“sealed or packaged by the licensee in a nmanner set by the
board.” She asked if there would be any benefit to specifying

that “the manner set by the board” nust not violate the current
open contai ner | aws.

REPRESENTATI VE RAMRAS replied that the previous year, it was
determined that “it would be best” to allow the ABC Board to
determine how the bottles should be seal ed. In addition, a
“corking device” <can be purchased which would require a
corkscrew to be used in order to reopen the bottle. He pointed
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out that many high quality wines are changing to screw top
bottles, and the intention was to allow the ABC Board to
i ncorporate any changes in the industry.

3:16: 14 PM

M5. STANCLIFF, in response to a question from Representative
Gardner, explained that restaurants would not be required to
offer this service.

REPRESENTATI VE RAMRAS added that restaurants currently have the
ability to charge a “corkage fee,” which allows an individual to
bring a bottle of wine from hone to drink with his or her neal
The restaurant then opens the bottle for a fee. However, this
is an option and is not required service. He opined that “it
would be at the discretion of each restaurant, whether they
wanted to participate in a recorking program?”

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER asked if ultimately, it would be up to
the restaurant to ensure that the bottle is sealed before being
taken fromthe prem ses.

CHAIR OLSON stated that if the bottle was not sealed, the
restaurant would be in violation of the | aw

3:17:32 PM

REPRESENTATI VE NEUVAN offered his wunderstanding that if the
bottl e was not seal ed properly, the bottle nust be left at the
restaurant. In regard to “a manner set by the board,” he
offered his interpretation that the recorking requirenent would
be a m ninum and the board may set a hi gher requirenent.

3:18: 53 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GATTO asked whether there are other alcoholic
beverages served with a neal that a person may w sh to renove
fromthe prem ses, and whether these would be covered.
REPRESENTATI VE RAMRAS replied no.

3:19: 22 PM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH pointed out that mcrobreweries refill

“grow ers” of beer, which are then reseal ed. He offered his
understanding that there is no [statutory] requirenment for this.
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REPRESENTATI VE GATTO inquired as to whether an underage drinker
woul d be able to reseal an open container in such a way as to
mmc the aforenentioned requirenents.

CHAIR OLSON commented that he owns a recorking machine, which
inserts the cork one-quarter inch below the rim of the bottle.
He opined that it would be “virtually inpossible” to renove the
cork without the use of a corkscrew

REPRESENTATI VE RAMRAS stated that this is no nore hazardous than
an adult purchasing alcohol for a mnor in a package store. The
same minor consunmi ng hazard exists. In response to a previous
comment, he pointed out that wine is expensive, and reiterated
that the intention of HB 51 is to enable individuals to take the
remai nder of w ne hone.

3:22: 04 PM

REPRESENTATI VE NEUVMAN comented that the ABC Board has stated
that HB 51 is limted to wine. Additionally, the ABC Board has
stated that the benefits out-weigh the potential problens. He
said “I commend Representative Ranras for this.”

REPRESENTATI VE RAMRAS noted that the aforenentioned opinion is
that of the Director of the ABC Board, and not of the board
itself.

3:23: 44 PM

DOUGLAS “DOUG RIFFIN, Director, Alcoholic Beverage Control
Board ("ABC Board"), explained that the ABC Board has not net to

formally take a position on this issue. However, he does not
think the ABC Board will have a problem with the bill. He
stated that the ABC Board is scheduled to neet in February, and
will discuss legislation at that tine. Over 30 states have

i npl enented recorking |laws, which the ABC Board can |ook to for
exanpl es of what has worked. The nmethod of resealing may be as
sinple as taping tanper-proof tape onto a screwtop bottle or
re-inserting the cork. It would be up to the licensee to have
the equiprment to reseal a bottle. The licensee would not be
able to offer this service if these requirenments were not net.
He opined that being able to provide this service would make

busi nesses nore conpetitive. The general perception is that
people may be nore willing to purchase a nore expensive bottle
of wine if they are able to take it hone. He said “I think it’s
a good bill, I think it does come down on the side of providing
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a safer environment out on the roadways, and that’'s very
inmportant to us and to you, and the citizens of Al aska.”

3:27:16 PM

REPRESENTATI VE BUCH said “I would |like to commend Representative
Ranras’ intent on this. I think it gives the public the
opportunity to ... enjoy <certain ... opportunities in the
public, and yet remain safe while driving honme. | think this is
a well-intended bill and |I support it conpletely.”

3:27:54 PM

REPRESENTATI VE NEUMAN noved to report HB 51 out of commttee
with individual recomendations and the acconpanying fiscal
not es. There being no objection, HB 51 was reported from the
House Labor and Commerce Standing Commttee.

ADJ QURNVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Labor and Commerce Standing Commttee neeting was adjourned at
3:28:15 PM

HOUSE L&C COWM TTEE - 6- January 31, 2007



