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ACTI ON NARRATI VE

CHAI R JAY RAMRAS called the House Judiciary Standing Conmttee

neeting to order at 1:09:59 PM Representatives Coghill,
Samuel s, Hol nes, Gruenberg, and Ranras were present at the call
to order. Representatives Lynn and Dahlstrom arrived as the

meeting was in progress.

HB 19 - LIMTED DRI VER S LI CENSES

1:10: 17 PM

CHAI R RAMRAS announced that the only order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 19, "An Act relating to ignition interlock
l[imted driver's license privileges.” [Before the commttee was
CSHB 19( STA). ]

1:11: 02 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KEVI N MEYER, Alaska State Legislature, sponsor,
relayed that he'd introduced HB 19 after working wth a
constituent who was helping soneone who'd been charged wth
several driving under the influence (DU) crines get his life
back together. Drunk driving is a serious threat to society and
to people's safety, he remarked; yearly, over 5,000 Al askans are
arrested for DU, and at |east 800 of those are arrested for DU
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while having a suspended or revoked driver's |icense. House

Bill 19 won't change the current penalties for DU crinmes, but
it wll change the statutes that provide for a limted driver's
license to those convicted of a DU - it wll create a new
l[imted driver's license. Rather than changi ng where one drives
with a limted driver's license, HB 19 will sinply change how
one drives; HB 19 will require the installation of an ignition
interlock device in the defendant's vehicle, and he/she w Il be

limted to driving only the vehicle in which the device has been
i nstal |l ed.

REPRESENTATI VE MEYER rel ayed that in order to start that vehicle
the person nust blow into the ignition interlock device, which
is essentially a breathalyzer, but if the device detects a set

anount of alcohol, the vehicle wll not start. Currently
Al aska, via the court system requires repeat DU offenders to
use ignition interlock devices. House Bill 19 wll provide the

Division of Mdtor Vehicles (DW) with the authority to grant a
l[imted driver's license during the |icense revocation period as
long as the person convicted of the DU has an ignition
interlock device installed in his/her vehicle. He expressed the
hope that because people who have ignition interlock devices
installed in their vehicles won't be able to drive while
i ntoxicated, the streets will be safer from people with repeat
DU convi ctions.

1:14: 40 PM

M KE PAWOWBKI, Staff to Representative Kevin Myer, Al aska
State Legislature, in response to a question, relayed on behalf
of Representative Meyer, sponsor of HB 19, that |anguage on page
2, lines 14-15, stipulates that a |limted driver's |license nmay
be granted if the person provides proof that an ignition
interlock device has been installed on every vehicle the person
operates. He suggested that a representative fromthe DW could
provide testinony regarding how the DW would interpret that
| anguage - for exanple, perhaps a person who drives as part of
hi s/ her enploynent would have to get an ignition interlock
device installed on the vehicle that he/she drives for work.

CHAI R RAMRAS surm sed, then, that a person couldn't drive the
conpany forklift - or other vehicle - for exanple, if it weren't
al so equi pped with an ignition interlock device.

REPRESENTATI VE MEYER concurred, though he said he isn't sure

whether a driver's license is required in order to drive a
forklift.
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MR. PAW.OABKI, in response to a question, said that the penalty
for driving with a revoked or suspended license wll not be
changed by HB 19, although the bill does contain |anguage in
Section 2 - proposed AS 28.15.201(f)(3) - which stipulates that
the person being granted a |imted driver's license nmust sign an
affidavit acknow edging that operating a vehicle which is not

installed with an ignition interlock device will subject himher
to the penalties for driving wth a revoked ||icense.
Furthernore, Section 3 of the bill adds a reference to proposed

AS 28.15.201(f), the statute that pertains to driving with a
cancel ed, suspended, or revoked driver's |license - AS 28.15.291.
Al so, |anguage in proposed AS 28.15.201(f)(4) stipulates that a
person may not be granted a limted driver's license if hel/she
has previously been convicted of violating the requirenents of a
limted driver's license contingent upon the installation of an
ignition interlock device.

REPRESENTATI VE SAMUELS characterized allow ng soneone convicted
of DU to drive anywhere as letting himher off the hook - the
suspension of a driver's license is part of the punishnment and
serves as a daily rem nder. | f someone who's prohibited from
driving a vehicle that does not have an ignition interlock
device installed borrows soneone else's car, the penalty should
be huge, he opined, because the person is already being granted
a freedom

1:19: 28 PM

REPRESENTATI VE MEYER opined that having to drive wth an
ignition interlock device is a punishment in itself because it
will be enbarrassing to have to blowinto it each tinme one wants
to start the car; furthernore, there is an expense associ ated
wi th having an ignition interlock device.

REPRESENTATI VE SAMJELS poi nted out, though, that currently under
the stipulations associated with getting a limted driver's
|icense, the person only gets to drive to and from work and does
not get to do any of the other things that one mght use a car

for. Under the bill, the person will have all of the driving
freedons he/she had before the DU conviction. He asked,
therefore, whether the anmpunt of |icense suspension tine would

be increased.
REPRESENTATI VE MEYER asked nenbers to keep in mnd that

currently alnost 20 percent of the people who have |imted
driver's licenses issued after a DU conviction are being picked
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up again for DU . Those people are not just driving to and from
work; they are also driving other places. Under the bill, those
that take advantage of the |imted driver's license wll at
| east be forced to drive sober.

MR. PAW.OABKI noted that those violating proposed AS 28.15. 291,
whi ch pertains to driving with a cancel ed, suspended, or revoked
driver's license, may be subject to vehicle forfeiture.

REPRESENTATI VE HOLMES referred to Section 4 of the bill -
proposed AS 28.35.030 - and asked whether the court would have
di scretion with regard to how nuch probation tinme it could
assi gn.

MR. PAW.OABKI, noting the |anguage in Section 4 was the result
of an anendnent offered by Representative G uenberg, offered his
understanding that Section 4 would |limt the length of probation
to five years maxi mum

1: 24: 36 PM

CHAI R RAMRAS asked whether ignition interlock devices have been
tested and proven to work at -40°F.

REPRESENTATI VE MEYER offered his wunderstanding that ignition
i nterl ock devices have been tested at tenperatures of -40°F

MR. PAW.OASKI noted that it is the Departnent of Corrections
(DOC) that does the tests.

CHAI R RAVRAS asked whether the ignition interlock devices wl
work at -50°F, a tenperature which nakes for an entirely
different climate than even -40°F. He asked for information
regarding how ignition interlock devices are neant to work for
the entire northern region of the state, particularly in renote
areas and particularly on the coldest of nights - the question
of whether ignition interlock devices wll work under such
conditions raises lifel/safety issues because any defect in the
equi pnent coul d | eave soneone stranded.

REPRESENTATI VE MEYER relayed that there are two vendors that
have sold ignition interlock devices in the northern regions of
the state, and that he is anticipating that at |east one of them
wi |l be speaking |ater.

CHAIR RAMRAS noted that the bill has an effective date of
1/1/08, and asked whether alternatives have been provided for in
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case the ignition interlock devices don't work as planned in all
areas of the state.

REPRESENTATI VE CGRUENBERG, speaking as the sponsor of the
original legislation pertaining to ignition interlock devices,
offered his recollection that when that |egislation passed in
1989, in order to address the issue of there possibly being
problenms with the way ignition interlock devices work in certain
areas of the state, Ilanguage was inserted into Title 33
stipulating that the DOC nust consider climatic conditions when
approving regulations pertaining to a particular device. In
other words, by the law, ignition interlock devices nust be
climatic specific - they may not be certified in colder regions
of the state unless they can absolutely operate safely in those
regi ons.

1: 32: 15 PM

CHAI R RAVRAS pointed out, however, that [AS 33.05.020(d)] only
says:

(d) The regulations in (c) of this section mnust
require that the ignition interlock device operate
reliably over the range of autonobile environnents,
ot herwi se known as autonobile manufacturing standards,
for the geographic area for which the device is

certified.
CHAIR RAMRAS opined that this language still |eaves open the
guestion of whether ignition interlock devices will function at

-50°F and other extrene conditions when one's safety is nost
greatly at risk.

REPRESENTATI VE HOLMES offered her understanding that one woul d
still have the option of using the existing provision regarding
l[imted driver's licenses - AS 28.15.201(d); so if one lives in
a place where ignition interlock devices are either not readily
avai l able or prone to rmalfunction because of climatic
conditions, one could still make use of the existing provision.

MR. PAW.ONSKI explained that that would not be possible because
Section 6 of the bill repeals AS 28.15.201(d)-(e). This change
was suggested by the DW as a way of providing consistency and
uniform treatnent of all areas of Al aska. Al'l  mechani cal
devices - even the vehicles thenselves - could have problens
functioning at -50°F, for exanple, he relayed, he would not
drive his vehicle under such conditions because he could pretty

HOUSE JUD COW TTEE -7- February 12, 2007



much guarantee that he would end up stranded. He suggested that
the commttee hear from the vendors, adding his understanding
that ignition interlock devices have been used in Fairbanks and
in places like Fort Yukon.

REPRESENTATI VE HOLMES questioned whether those in rural Al aska

wi |l have access to ignition interlock devices.

1:35:36 PM

MR. PAW.OABKI, in response to a question, said that under the
bill, a person nmust get an ignition interlock installed if
he/ she wishes to qualify for the |imted driver's I|icense. In
response to further questions, he said that by providing the
courts with the ability to grant a limted driver's |icense

contingent upon the installation of an ignition interlock
device, the courts also have the ability to deduct the cost of
the ignition interlock device from the fines. Furt her nore,
according to testinony from the vendors, installation fees are
often waived for those with |low incones; vendors provide free
vouchers to the Public Defender Agency (PDA). The nonthly cost
of maintaining an ignition interlock device amunts to [I|ess
than] $5 a day, and one of the vendors recounted to him M.
Pawl owski remarked, that one person has chosen to Kkeep his
ignition interlock device on his car long past the required tine
because it is cheaper than [the cost associated with receiving
anot her DUl ].

REPRESENTATI VE DAHLSTROM said she doesn't feel good about the
concept of handing out free vouchers to those who' ve chosen to
break the |aw She asked whether ignition interlock devices
will fit every car and whether they can be tanpered with in
order to allow a car to be started by sonmeone who has been
dri nki ng.

MR. PAW.OWSKI offered his understanding that AS 11.76.140(a)
nmakes it a crinme to tanmper with or circunvent ignition interlock
devices; furthernore, ignition interlock device are nonitored on
a nonthly basis, and so it is fairly easy to catch soneone who
has altered the device.

REPRESENTATI VE MEYER pointed out that ignition interlock device
technol ogy has been around since the 1980s, and offered his
understanding that the devices are pretty fool proof. Sone
devi ces, he suggested, can distinguish who is blowng into the
devi ce, and sone have caneras install ed.

HOUSE JUD COW TTEE - 8- February 12, 2007



REPRESENTATI VE  SAMJELS asked  what the penalty is for
circunventing an ignition interl ock device.

MR. PAWOWSKI said that that crine, which is a m sdeneanor,
could result in a maximum term of inprisonnent of 30 days and a
maxi mum fi ne of $500.

REPRESENTATI VE SAMJELS asked what woul d happen if a drunk driver
gets soneone else to blowinto the ignition interlock device.

MR. PAW.OWBKI suggested that the Departnment of Law (DOL) m ght
be better able to address that issue.

1: 42: 25 PM

LABETTE NORR, Smart Start, Inc., with regard to the issue of
ignition interlock devices working in cold climtes, relayed
that her conpany has installed one unit in Fort Yukon; that unit
has been functioning throughout the winter with no problens to
dat e. Approximately 80 units have been installed in Fairbanks,
and only one person has had a problem just one tinme, but there

have been no other problens related to cold tenperatures. Her
conpany has installed one wunit in None and other units
t hroughout various parts of the state - including Ketchikan,
Sitka, Juneau, Dillingham Kodiak, Valdez, Delta Junction
d ennal | en, Honer, and Kenai - and all have shown good results.

M5. NORR, wth regard to the question of whether ignition
interlock devices can be installed in any vehicle, explained
that the device is nounted underneath the dashboard and so is
not visible except for +the breathalyzer portion, which is
| ocated on the steering colum and which can be "unplugged."”
Ignition interlock devices can be installed in any vehicle, she
assured the commttee, and have been tested in a controlled
environment at tenperature as low as -40°C. She reiterated that
they' ve not heard of any problens occurring in units |located in
Fai r banks, Nome, and Fort Yukon - places that aren't considered
to be controlled environnments.

CHAI R RAMRAS, remarking on the severity of past winters and the
mldness of this winter, asked whether any ignition interlock
devices were installed [in the northern regions of the state]
during the winter of 2005/ 2006.

M5. NORR said yes. In response to further questions, she

relayed that her conmpany flew into Fort Yukon and Nonme and
installed a unit in each location, and flies back to service
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those units whenever needed. In communities where nore than one

unit is to be installed, her conpany will wait until four or
five units have been ordered and then wll fly into those
communities and install them She offered her wunderstanding

that there are two ignition interlock device vendors operating
in Alaska, and relayed that her conpany tries to "pick up"
contractors in all the areas it goes into so that there is
sonmeone |ocal who can provide service to those people who are
required to have ignition interlock devices installed. The
units are |leased rather than sold, but the replacenent cost for
a damaged unit is around $1, 500.

1:49: 48 PM

DUANE BANNOCK, Director, Dyvision of Mtor Vehicles (DW),
Department of Administration (DOA), in response to a question,
said that the reference to "departnent” in Section 2 of the bil
refers to the DOA, and that the DOA currently has the ability to
issue a limted driver's |icense.

REPRESENTATI VE CGRUENBERG referred to page 2, line 9, and
suggested that the words, "that is" ought to instead read, "nust
be", and that the words, "limted |icense certificate" should
instead just read, "limted |license".

MR. BANNOCK concurred with the latter point.
[ Chair Ranras turned the gavel over to Vice Chair Dahl strom]

MR. BANNOCK, in response to questions, said that the bill is not
providing for a new admnistrative revocation and is not
changing the DW's current authority; instead, from the point of
view of the DWW, the bill nmerely redefines what a limted
license is and what the driver is able to do with it. He
of fered his understanding that the |anguage on page 2, line 10,
clarifies that a limted driver's license can be granted by
either the court or the departnment, adding that the departnent
already has the authority - under AS 28.15.201 - to grant a
[imted driver's license.

[Vice Chair Dahlstromreturned the gavel to Chair Ranras.]

MR. BANNCCK, in response to a question, said he is not prepared
to comment at this time on the possibility that the DW m ght be

nmoved from the DOA In response to further questions, he
reiterated his remarks regarding the DW' s current authority,
how that authority will not change, and what he believes the
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bill will do. He added that currently the DW issues a |linmted
license certificate, which is just a piece of paper, and
encourages the applicant to get an identification (ID) card,
under the bill, however, the DW wuld create an actua
"license,"” though he would not characterize that as an expansion
of the DW's authority to issue a license - the DW would just
be issuing a plastic card as opposed to a piece of paper.

MR. BANNOCK, in response to nore questions, said that oftentines
t hose who have had their driver's license taken away for DU are
subject to both adm nistrative actions and crimnal actions, but
sonmetimes the person is only subject to one action or the other;
al so, a person could apply to the court for a limted driver's
license, be turned down, and then apply to the DWW for one.
Noting that the court has greater authority than the DW to
issue a limted driver's license, he offered an exanpl e wherein
the court told soneone to apply to the DW for a limted
driver's license because the court wasn't going to grant one.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG questioned whether that constitutes
good public policy.

2:02:50 PM

RCDNEY O. HERBERT offered his belief that allowing a person to
acquire a limted driver's license contingent upon the
installation of an ignition interlock device would give that
person the ability to transport hi s/ her chi | dren, make
appointnments, and attend treatnent and recovery neetings; the

provisions of the bill wll allow those stopped for DU to
beconme nore self sufficient, and wll help protect society and
i npl enent  puni shnent in a safe and good way. Peopl e do make

m st akes and often make them over and over again, he renmarked,
acknow edging that he is one such person, though one that has
been able to straighten his life out; however, his doing so has

been hanpered by the lack of a limted driver's Ilicense. He
characterized [the bill] as a good idea and as creating a
Wi n/win situation. In conclusion, he thanked the commttee for

consi dering HB 19.
2:08:17 PM

NARDA BUTLER indicated that after beconming famliar with M.
Hebert's situation, she brought forth to the sponsor the concept
enbodied in HB 19 because she was very concerned about the
safety of the roads her children drive on. She offered her
under standi ng that 50-75 percent of those with revoked |icenses

HOUSE JUD COW TTEE -11- February 12, 2007



are actually driving anyway; because of this, she is absolutely
in favor of allowing for the use of ignition interlock devices
to nonitor the activities of those drivers. Thi s technol ogy
will nake the highways safer, she remarked, adding that she
heartily endorses the passage of HB 19 as noving towards having
laws in Alaska that approach best practices as expressed in
ot her parts of the country.

2:11: 49 PM

DALE FOX, Executive Director, Al aska Cabaret Hotel Restaurant &
Retailer's Association (Al aska CHARR), said that the Al aska
CHARR supports the concept of ignition interlocks, particularly
for those who are repeat DU offenders, those who' ve been
convicted of high blood alcohol concentration (BAC) offenses,

and those who drive wth a revoked |license after a DU
convi ction. He noted that after learning nore about how the
proposed program will work, the Alaska CHARR may have nore
comment s.

2:13:53 PM

VWALT MONEGAN, Acting Comm ssioner, Departnment of Public Safety
(DPS), sinply expressed his support for HB 19.

2:14:12 PM

ANNE CARPENETI, Assistant Attorney Ceneral, Legal Services
Secti on-Juneau, Crimnal Division, Department of Law (DOL), said
that the DOL has concerns about Iimting the |ength of probation
after a DU conviction, and opined that neither Sections 4 or 5
of CSHB 19(STA) are necessary - and could perhaps even be
detrinmental - because AS 12.55.102 already allows a court to
order the installation of an ignition interlock device as a
condition of probation for alcohol-related offenses.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG rel ayed that he would be offering an
anendnent to cure that problem his intention is to have the
maxi mum five years probation stipulated in Sections 4 and 5 be
in addition, if the court finds that the public safety requires
it, to any probation that the court initially sets, and this
addi tional probation would specifically pertain to the length of
time one nmust keep an ignition interlock device install ed.

M5. CARPENETI indicated that such a change would nake a

difference [with regard to how the DOL views Sections 4 and 5].
In response to a question, she explained that there are two
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types of |icense revocation: one, when a person has been
arrested for a DU or a refusal crine, and, two, when a person
has been convicted of either crinme. Wwen a person is arrested,
the arresting officer takes the person's driver's |icense away
and gives the person a piece of paper which the person then uses
to start the process pertaining to the adm nistrative revocation
of his/her driver's license; this can happen even if the person
is not then convicted of DU or refusal. If a person is
convicted, the court can also revoke the person's driver's
i cense. Generally, if a person is subject to both forns of
revocation, the revocation periods run at the sane tine. The
process for administrative revocation is described in AS
28.15.165, and that's why the bill addresses both admnistrative
and court revocations, she observed.

REPRESENTATI VE COGHI LL  surm sed, then, that the bill IS
extending [the DW' s] authority to require an ignition interlock
device, and so he is wondering whether the courts should al so be
involved in that process.

2:19: 03 PM

M5. CARPENETI suggested that perhaps Representative Coghill is
wong in his sunmmation. Both the DW and the court can
currently grant a limted driver's license but that provision of
statute - AS 28.15.201(d) - is being repealed by HB 19 and will
be substituted by the procedure outlined in proposed AS
28. 15. 201(f). The bill nerely adopts a different set of
procedures for granting a limted driver's license, requiring

the installation of an ignition interlock device.

REPRESENTATI VE COCGHILL said he is questioning whether the DW
ought to receive nore oversight - for exanple, court oversight -
in the proposed process. He opined that the bill extends the
DOA's authority considerably, and he doesn't want to turn the
DW into a whol e new court agency.

M5. CARPENETI said HB 19 sets out pretty narrow standards for
when one can have a limted driver's |license, because one nust
have an ignition interl ock device install ed.

MR. BANNOCK, in response to a question, said he would provide
the committee wth statistics regarding the DW's rate of
reversals of admnistrative |icense revocations, but added his
belief that the reversal nunbers are small. He opined that the
DW does not have a problem with regard to how it conducts its
i cense revocation hearings.
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CHAI R RAMRAS noted that the bill would expand the universe of
people who are driving, because otherwise their driver's
licenses would be suspended. Therefore, he relayed, he would
like information regarding how many driver's |licenses are
presently suspended, and how many drivers would be able to start
driving under the provisions of the bill.

MR. BANNOCK said he would get that information to the conmttee,
and offered that the DW's fiscal note estinmates that annually
there would be 300 people taking advantage of the new limted
driver's license provisions.

2:27: 02 PM

CHAI R RAMRAS recal l ed that the sponsor's argunent is that people
who shouldn't be driving are driving anyway but they won't be a
risk if at least they are driving sober. This is in conflict
with what the legislature has said, which is that it doesn't
want DU perpetrators driving on Al aska's roads. Seem ngly the
bill is [providing |leniency to] those people who would not be
foll owi ng the | aw anyway.

MR. BANNOCK assured the commttee that the DW w !l inplenent
what ever the | egislature determ nes should be the policy.

CHAIR RAMRAS said he would also |like statistics regarding the
nunber of felony DU perpetrators and those that commtted
vehi cul ar mansl aughter as a result of DU behavior. The bill is
proposi ng a nore cunbersone procedure than sinply saying certain
people can't drive.

MR. BANNOCCK said that the DW wll be able to provide sone of
that information but not that which it doesn't track - for
exanple felony DU versus non-felony DU. In response to a
concern raised earlier, he offered his belief that the |anguage
in proposed AS 28.15.201(f) is alnost identical to that in

exi sting AS 28.15.201(d); furthernore, the bill is not ained at
everything that one could |lose one's driver's license over, but
is instead aimed at only two types of crines - DU crimes and

crines of refusal
CHAI R RAMRAS said he would still like to receive the infornmation

he requested because the legislature my not want to grant
limted driver's licenses to the npost egregi ous of fenders.

HOUSE JUD COW TTEE -14- February 12, 2007



MR. BANNOCK suggested that either the Al aska Court System (ACS)
system or the DOL may have those additional statistics, and
relayed that he wll provide the commttee with statistics
regardi ng those people whose driver's |icenses have been revoked
for DU and refusal crines. He noted that sone of those people
already have a limted driver's license and are only supposed to
be driving to and from work, and acknow edged that the estimate
in the DW's fiscal note may be incorrect. The statistics he
provi des, he cautioned, wll not contain data about those who've
had their license revoked for driving with a suspended |icense
or who've had their |license suspended because of "point"
deductions or insurance violations.

CHAI R RAMRAS, noting that many who are picked up for DU also
have a w der substance abuse problem asked whether a person
under the influence of a substance other than alcohol would be
able to bypass an ignition interlock device. If so, then the
roads could become nore dangerous because such people could
nerely substitute the form of substance they are abusing.

MR. BANNOCK acknow edged that as a possi bl e problem
2:36: 28 PM

RCDNEY DI AL, Li eut enant, Deputy Commander, A Detachnent,
Division of Alaska State Troopers, Departnment of Public Safety
(DPS), offered that one solution would be to not grant a limted
driver's license to those wth substance abuse problens
unrelated to alcohol. Aside fromthat issue, he indicated, [the
DPS] supports [the bill] as another tool to help address sone of
the problens occurring on Alaska s roads. He assured the
commttee that [the DPS] would still be investigating DU crimnes
regardl ess of whether a vehicle has an ignition interlock device
i nstal |l ed.

CHAI R RAMRAS said he supports the legislation, but is concerned
that it wll nerely create a false sense of security.
Therefore, he asked, what steps could be taken to ensure that
limted driver's licenses are not granted to those who sinply
substitute their substance of choice with sonething that won't
be detected by an ignition interlock device.

MR. PAW.OASKI concurred with Lieutenant Dial that there mght be
ways to |imt, through the ACS, who is granted a limted
driver's |icense. He said he nust return to the sponsor's
intent in bringing the bill forward, that being to address the
fact that the current law regarding limted driver's licenses is
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not really working as intended - people are still driving
wherever they want to. Statistically, 800-900 people are
arrested every year for DU with a revoked or suspended |icense.
At least while an ignition interlock device is installed in a
vehicle, the person won't repeat a DU offense.

REPRESENTATI VE HOLMES asked whether other states have any data
regarding arrests of those wth ignition interlock devices
installed who are under the influence of sone substance other
t han al cohol

MR. PAW.OABKI said he would research that point further
2:39:59 PM

REPRESENTATI VE COGHI LL expressed i nterest in recei vi ng
statistics regarding noving violations or traffic accidents that
occur even when there is an ignition interlock device installed
in the vehicle.

MR. PAW.OMSKI, in response to a question, offered his belief
that nore people than the DW' s estimate of 300 will apply for a
l[imted driver's license under the bill because it wll then
beconme the only way to obtain a limted driver's license - only
those with an ignition interlock device installed in their

vehicle will be granted a limted driver's license. G ven that
roughly 5,000 Al askans are arrested every year for DU, surely a
| ot nore than 300 people annually will be applying for a limted

driver's |icense.

MR. BANNOCK, in response to a question, said that even if the
nunber of people applying for a limted driver's |icense under
the bill doubles, the fiscal note won't double correspondingly.
He explained that the fiscal note reflects the cost of setting
up the DW wth the proper equipnment and hiring an additiona
person; currently only one enployee is dedicated to the limted

driver's |icense program In response to other questions, he
relayed that when soneone applies for a limted driver's
license, he/she nust pay a $100 application fee as well as the
cost of the actual limted driver's license, which is $20, and

acknow edged that these fees are not enough to offset the costs
of starting up and mai ntaining the program proposed by the bill.

LI EUTENANT DI AL concurred with the coments that people wth
revoked licenses are driving anyway, and indicated that the hope
is that the bill wll help the DPS with that problem In
response to questions, he offered to research how many people
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that the DPS pulls over for DU are repeat DU offenders, and
relayed that of the hundreds of DU arrests he's made, in his
experience nost repeat offenders are driving the sanme car and
surprisingly, a nunber of them actually have a sober i ndividua
in the car; he said he hopes that [HB 19] wll encourage such
DU offenders to allow the sober individual to drive.

CHAIR RAMRAS expressed an interest in altering the bill to
address the issue of substitute substances, vehicles, or people
who would blow into the device, and to narrow the | oopholes
wi thout increasing the authority of the DW beyond its
capability.

2:51: 24 PM

REPRESENTATI VE LYNN expressed interest in sonehow indicating on
the car itself that the owner has a revoked driver's |icense.

MR.  BANNCCK, in response to questions, relayed that the
enpl oyees that would deal with limted driver's licenses would
be a "range 10"; currently the enployee that issues a limted
driver's license verifies that the application form has been
filled out correctly, and under HB 19 the two enployees would
al so ensure that there is actually an ignition interlock device
installed in the vehicle in question. He pointed out that these
enpl oyees are not hearing officers. In response to further
guestions, he reiterated that DU offenders can be subject to an
adm ni strative revocation, a court-ordered revocation, or both
forms of revocation; when the person is subject to both fornms of
revocation, the periods of revocation are generally concurrent.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG asked why a person should be subject to
both fornms of revocation.

MR. BANNCCK pointed out that that is sinply the way current |aw
reads.

REPRESENTATI VE HOLMES rai sed the question of whether they ought
to still provide people with another option for obtaining a
l[imted driver's license; for exanple, perhaps there are areas
of the state in which ignition interlock devices are not
avai | abl e.

CHAI R RAMRAS rel ayed that CSHB 19( STA) woul d be held over.

ADJ OURNVENT

HOUSE JUD COW TTEE -17- February 12, 2007



There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Judi ciary Standing Conmittee neeting was adjourned at 2:55 p.m

HOUSE JUD COW TTEE - 18- February 12, 2007



