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COWM TTEE CALENDAR

Jenni fer Dounay, Senior Researcher, Education Conm ssion of the
States - Briefing on P-16 councils across the U S. and dropout
preventi on.

PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
No previous action to record.
W TNESS REQ STER

JENNI FER DOUNAY, Seni or Researcher

Educati on Commi ssion of the States (ECS)

Denver, CO

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Briefed the commttee on P-16 councils and
dr opout prevention.

DON SHACKLEFORD

Avant - Gar de Lear ni ng Foundati on

Anchor age, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Described the Alignnent Study that |ooks at
the apparent gap between high school graduation and college
entrance and hi gh school graduation and the workforce.

LARRY LEDOUX, Comnmi ssi oner

Depart ment of Education and Early Devel opment ( DEED)

Juneau, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Spoke about the upcom ng educational summt
and plans to inprove educati on.

PAUL D KENDALL, representing hinself
Anchor age, AK
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented his concern about energy.

KAREN MARTI NSON, Director

SE Al aska Career Center

Sitka, AK

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Asked about the inpact of career and
techni cal education as a dropout prevention strategy.

PAULA PAWLOABKI , Legislative Chair

Al aska PTA

Anchor age, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented information on PTAs and parenta
i nvol venent .

JT. SHES/ SSEDY HHES COW TTEES 2 Oct ober 9, 2008



ANDY ROGERS, CEO

PangoMedi a | nc.

Legislative Affairs Conmittee

State Chanber of Commerce

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Expressed the business comunity’s interest
in working with the state to produce graduates who are ready for
t he wor kpl ace.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

CHAIR BETTYE DAVIS called the joint neeting of the Senate
Heal t h, Education and Soci al Services Standing Committee and the
Senate Special Commttee on Education and the House Health,
Education and Social Services Standing Conmittee to order at
1:11:54 PM Present at the call to order were Senators Donald
A son, Kim Elton, Joe Thomas - via teleconference, and Bettye
Davis and Representatives Berta Gardner Peggy WIson and Wes
Keller — via tel econference.

P-16 Council s

CHAIR DAVIS advised those wshing to participate that the
tel econference nunber is 888-295-4546. She recogni zed that there
were Anchorage School Board nenbers in the audience and
i ntroduced Jenni fer Dounay from Denver.

1:15: 13 PM
JENNI FER DOUNAY, Education Conmission of the States (ECS)
Denver, CO explained that ECS is a b50-state nonpartisan

education organization established in 1965. Its primary
constituents are all levels of state policy mekers: governors
and staff, | egislators and staff, state board nenbers,

superintendants and hi gher education |eaders of all types.

She said she is wusing the term P-16 because the mgjority of
states that have a council use this term it refers to preschoo
or pre-kindergarten to school year 16, which is the fourth year
of an wundergraduate degree. QOher states have created P-20
councils, which is considered to be undergraduate plus the first
prof essi onal or doctoral degree.

M5. DOUNAY continued; as of 2008, 38 states have created a P-16
or P-20/K-20 council. It goes beyond just the establishnment of a
council however; it includes data systens. Many places are
trying to align the K-12 and post-secondary data systens so they
can track what happens to students once they graduate from high
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school. The councils are also tal king about funding nechani sns.
Traditionally, K-12 and post - secondary bot h | obby t he
| egi sl ature or other sources for the sane pot of noney and it
can create sone friction between the systens. There is also talk
about ways of thinking about education; not separating
ki ndergarten or early learning fromthe rest of the system not
t hi nki ng about school ending at grade 12, but an aligned system
from preschool through advanced education. She pointed out that
in many cases, parents, students and the general public has no
idea that there are three different systens operating in
isolation from one another; so getting that word out to the
public can help to generate support. Last, they are talking
about deci sion-making through the executive ©office, t he
| egi sl ature, state boards and other policy-making bodies in the
state, so everyone is on the sane page and can collaborate
rat her than conpete.

1:18: 57 PM

M5. DOUNAY said there are two or three ways of |ooking at the
need for P-16. Parents do what they can for their children: get
them into a pre-kindergarten, get them into a good school and
encourage them to consider college; but in each of those
different sectors, despite doing all of the right things, their
children may not be ready for the next I|evel. The preschool
program may be totally msaligned with what a child needs to
know when he or she enters kindergarten or first grade. A child
entering mddle school may find a conpletely different agenda
and curriculumfrom what he or she had in the elenentary grades.
A child entering high school nmay not have been taught what he or
she needs to learn to succeed in 9'" grade and beyond; and the
hi gh school graduation requirenents are conpletely disassociated
from the courses and assessnents that a child needs to be
successful in a college program This |eads to a |lot of *“passing
the buck.” The enployers are pointing fingers at the two or four
year colleges because people graduated without the skills they
need in business; the colleges are pointing fingers at the high
school s because their graduates have to go into renediation
before they are ready for the college prograns; high schools are
pointing at the mddle schools; the mddle schools are pointing
behind them and all of them are pointing at the parents for not
preparing their kids for school. P-16 prograns are designed to
align all of the conponents so everyone is on the sane page

everyone understands what is expected in the system before and
after their conmponent and children are ready to nove up at each
st ep.
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M5. DOUNAY said in June of 2008, ECS launched a 50-state
dat abase on P-16 and P-20 councils, which was summarized in the
June 2008 issue of “Diplomas Count.” This publication has “cliff
notes” for the ECS database starting on about page 17. They’ ve
coded about 15 different data points into sinple yes, no or
other short answers so it’'s quick and easy to go through. The
full database is available at ecs.org/p20. ECS has been tracking
P-16s since the late ‘90s and it provides a very conprehensive
picture of what's going on in the state. There is also a
commentary in “Diplomas Count,” which she authored, and in it
she nmentions three “A's” that are essential conmponents of P-16:
actors, agenda and appropriation of resources. She said she
would try to wal k through sone of the indicators in the database
that align with those three A's and what best practice in state
policy appears to be at this tine.

CHAIR DAVIS interrupted to ask whether M. Dounay wants the
committee to hold questions or if they can ask questions as she
goes through her presentation.

M5. DOUNAY invited questions during her presentation.

1: 22: 48 PM
SENATOR ELTON asked if the councils that have been established
are executive, legislative or a m x.

M5. DOUNAY answered they are a real mx; that will be covered in
t he next slide.

1:23: 28 PM

M5. DOUNAY proceeded to slide 6, “Wo's |obbying for alignnent?”
This slide sets out the different entities that have pushed for
the creation of a P-16 or P-20 council: in 11 states it was
t hrough executive order; in 10 it was through legislation; in 14
states it was an entirely voluntary effort; and in 2 it was
through a state board resolution or state board rule. She said
those have really changed over tinme. For exanple, GCeorgia
created the first P-16 council in 1996 through an executive
order of then governor, Zell Mller. In 2002 a new governor
| obbied to create a totally different P-16 council with its own
menbers and agenda. After he left office, while the statute
stayed on the books, the council started to evolve away from
what was in statute and is now a purely voluntary effort
conprising agency heads of wearly learning, K-12, and post-
secondary. She said there has been a simlar evolution in other
states, where there was a voluntary council and then | egislation
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was enacted that created a new agenda, new nenbers and brought
the council under the purview of the governor’s office.

CHAIR DAVIS announced that Senator Charlie Huggins and
Representative Sharon C ssna had joined the neeting.

M5. DOUNAY said this illustrates that these councils are by no
means static. The way they are created changes; the nenbers
| eading them change; they are constantly in a state of flux.
Slide 7, “Wiwo's on Board?” |ists the “actors.” Legislators are
represented in many states. In virtually all states, chiefs and
SHEECS (State Higher Education Executive Oficers) such as
presidents of two and four year post-secondary institutions are
represented and in a nunber of states independent universities
or colleges also have a voice. A nunber of councils include a
representative of the governor’s office, business and |abor
| eaders and others. In areas with a large Native Anerican
popul ation tribal representatives may also be included. Only 18
states have an early |earning representative on the council.

Once a state creates a council it’s just the beginning. She
referenced a draft of a policy brief in the nenbers’ packets on
“l andm nes” to P-16 councils. P-16 and P-20 councils face many
chal | enges. Sonme states may have too small a group and no policy
| eaders to push followthrough; some have many nenbers but so
few with authority to enact change that they have | ost focus and
menbers aren’'t sure of their roles on the council; some have no
early-learning representation so the critical issues of early
learning just aren’t on the agenda. In other states that don't
have |egislative or gubernatorial representation, there may be
parallel tracks and duplication of efforts. She also stressed
the inportance of including business |leaders to identify for
| awmakers and others the needs that are not being net in the
busi ness community and to speak to what the workforce needs are
in ternms of high school conpletion and coll ege readi ness.

M5. DOUNAY stated that when a council does not have the right
actors in place it can cause confusion about what the council’s
mssion is and the roles of its nmenbers. If a council does not
neet frequently enough, it can |ose nonentum and urgency about
moving forward with itenms on the agenda; nobst neet at |east
quarterly.

1: 30: 44 PM
SENATOR ELTON said he was trying to think of a rationale for a
P-16 rather than a P-20 council. He said it seens that the

chal l enge is how students are prepared to get the education they
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need. If, for exanple, they are discussing how to prepare high
school students for college, why isn't it equally inportant to
di scuss how to prepare coll ege students for graduate school ?

M5. DOUNAY said many of the P-20 councils don't actually go
beyond the first four years of college in the scope of their
agenda, which is why she uses the term “P-16" nore often. A
small nunber of states are |ooking at economc and workforce
devel opnent as part of their P-20 council agenda and that is
where the advanced degrees cone in. O those states with P-20
councils, sone are |ooking at advanced degrees for teachers,
adm ni strators and ot her school staff.

CHAIR DAVI S said Al aska can decide whether it wants to create a
P-16 or a P-20 council. The current conm ssioner of education is
very interested and an education summt is planned for later in
the year to determne a direction. Alaska wants to put it in
st at ut e.

1:33: 35 PM

M5. DOUNAY acknowl edged that nost states that have created
councils in the last 5 years, have created P-20 councils;
however sone people think they aren't doing well enough with P-
16 and question the nove to P-20.

In terns of the work councils do, she said she would recomend
that they initially limt their agenda to five or fewer itens.
As results cone in the agenda can be expanded. She highlighted
| ndi ana, which has had a council in place for about 10 years. It
has a | arger agenda but it started out snaller.

REPRESENTATI VE W LSON said Al aska has so many groups that want
so many different things to happen, it seens to her that if al

t hose groups could be involved in this one program perhaps they
coul d acconplish nore together.

M5. DOUNAY strongly agreed. She talked about the success of
Indiana’s and Georgia's prograns, where it’s clear they are
doing things together that they couldn’t be doing by thensel ves.
In Georgia, the post-secondary is involved with early |earning
because they are devel oping prograns to get highly trained staff
into those pre-kindergarten early learning prograns; K-12 and
post-secondary are working together to reduce the need for
remedi ation; and teaching quality is a mpjor part of their P-16
agenda. 16 states have set nunerical goals with attainnent dates
in mnd. For exanple, the goal may be to increase the graduation
rate by 12 percent by a specific year, or for an additional *“X
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nunber of students to enter two or four year institutions by a
specific year, or perhaps the goal is to double the nunber of
bachelor’s degrees granted by a set date. Ceorgia has created a
bal anced score card (slide 11) listing specific targets and has
assigned a staff person to be responsible for overseeing each of
t hose conponents.

Slide 12 presents “Appropriation of Resources,” financial and
human. About half of the states [that have councils] have
| egi sl ative appropriations or sone funding built into agency
budgets to support the work of the councils. A small nunber of
states receive private funds from foundations. Arizona requires
tribal groups to donate a certain percentage of their casino
W nnings to charitable, non-profit, or civic organizations and
at least one contributes to the P-16 council to support sone of
the work it is doing.

Nebraska has a three-tiered system of support:

e First tier - K-12 and postsecondary agencies and a non-
profit foundation to provide basic operating expenses.

e Second Tier — Smaller organi zations such as state
superintendants provide a snall part of the noney.

e Third Tier — Cvic and other organizations provide “in-
ki nd” support |ike nmeeting roons, food for neetings, staff
as needed.

Wonming is the only state that has a sustainability subcommittee
whose goal is to identify and receive funds from three types of
entities: governnental, foundation and busi ness.

1: 41: 17 PM
MS. DOUNAY said in terns of hunman resources, 21 councils have at
least a .5 full tinme enployee (FTE) supporting the council.

Kentucky is tal king about creating a council through |egislation
so it can get appropriations for staff to get the work done.

North Carolina and Georgia have a two-tiered approach with a
smal | nunber of agency heads neeting quarterly or |less often and
anot her cabinet that neets every six to eight weeks. In North
Carolina it is called the “kitchen cabinet” and each nenber is a
staff menber for the higher education cabinet.

CHAIR DAVIS asked if Shirley Holloway is off-net, as she has
done a ot of work on P-16 councils.

DON SHACKLEFORD said he would speak later in place of M.
Hol | oway.
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1: 43: 33 PM
CHAIR DAVIS talked about the statewide education summit
schedul ed for Novenber.

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER asked for the date in Novenber.
CHAI R DAVI S said she'd get dates for her

1:44:59 PM

SENATOR ELTON referred to the slide "Appropriation of Resources”
and wondered how private funds are handled. He asked if there
are issues if a mpjor funding source isn't happy with the
counci |’ s deci sions.

M5. DOUNAY answered yes. Because so many councils are relatively
new, it isn't clear yet whether the people providing the funds
are calling the shots; but sone states are so strapped for
funds, it is a challenge to find staff to keep work noving
forward

SENATOR ELTON asked how ot her councils handl e staffing.

M5. DOUNAY replied it varies and pointed out that one data point
in the database addresses that under the mninmum .5 FTE.  She
said she can't renenber how it breaks out; but they also have
yet to determne whether it nakes a difference who provides
staff.

CHAIR DAVIS commented that’'s why it is so inportant that each
state decide how it wants to do this. She said she has heard
from many people who want the council and guidelines to be
established in statute. Wien she went to a neeting in Boston,
Al aska also sent one nenber from the state Chanber of Conmerce
and one from the Anchorage Chanber. She stressed the inportance
of alignment to ensure that children are prepared to nove from
one educational level to the next and then into the workforce.

1:50: 20 PM
CHAIR DAVIS invited the public to ask questions.

1:50: 38 PM

SENATOR THOWVAS, via teleconference from Fairbanks, asked why
states don't include this type of council or comrittee in their
existing departnent of education rather than setting up
sonet hi ng out si de the departnment.
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CHAIR DAVIS said she doesn't know if other states do it that
way; but they can discuss whether they want to do that in
Al aska. She looks forward to |looking nore closely at the way

Col orado’s new P-16 council is doing and assured Senator Thonas
that there wll be many exanples available at the upcom ng
sunm t.

1: 51: 50 PM

DON SHACKLEFORD, Avant-Garde Learning Foundati on, Anchorage, AK,
said the foundation is conducting an “alignnment study” through
the Institute of Social and Economc Research (ISER) at the
Uni versity of Alaska, Anchorage (UAA). It is looking at the very
guestions being discussed, particularly the apparent gap between
hi gh school graduation and college entrance and high school
graduation and the workforce. It is not only an alignnent study
but also a preparedness study. They are asking questions such
as: Wiat requirenments do kids have to nmeet to graduate from high
school ? In what schools are kids being successful? Is there a
di screpancy between urban and rural graduation with regard to
student performance in schools? Wuat are the colleges and
universities in Alaska looking at in ternms of what people need
to know in witing, reading, mathematics and science; in other
words, what are the base-level courses that people are being
offered in college and how many of our kids are having to go
through those developnental classes, why and how can they
address it?

The preliminary report will be available by the 1% of Novenber
and the final report will be conpleted before the conference in
m d- Novenber .

1:55:04 PM

REPRESENTATI VE W LSON said she has found that the attitude of
the parents has a lot to do with it. Her district is nostly
rural; sonme areas are quite inaccessible and she is finding that
some parents in those inaccessible areas are |ess concerned
about ki ds’ education than parents in other areas. She
guesti oned how to eval uate that.

MR. SHACKLEFORD admitted that it is difficult and conplicat ed.
Educators have little control over parents and hone life but a
great deal to say about what goes on in the schools; part of
that has to do with the relationships with parents and how well
educators develop those relationships in the community. He said
during the 30 years he has worked in education in this state, he
has seen several very good schools in rural Al aska that have a
ot of participation by parents because the schools have nade

JT. SHES/ SSEDY HHES COW TTEES 10 Oct ober 9, 2008



that outreach. He suggested that a P-16 council could |ook at
how to better address parent and community invol venent.

1:57:56 PM

M5. DOUNAY added that ECS published a policy brief that |ooks at
different approaches states <can wuse to support parental
i nvolvenent. In many cases parents feel that they need to be
involved in the earlier grades but fall away during the high
school years when research indicates that setting high
expectations and providing support are really essential.

1:58: 42 PM
CHAIR DAVI S again invited people in the audience to comrent.

1:59: 04 PM
PAUL D KENDALL asked if he could testify.

CHAIR DAVI S said testinony would be taken starting at 4:00 PM

She announced short at ease from 2:00:22 PMto 2:16: 18 PM

LARRY LEDQOUX, Conm ssioner, Departnent of Education and Early
Devel opnent (DEED), Juneau, AK, expressed interest in these
topics; DEED has been working hard |ooking at the success of
Al aska's kids. A statistic that keeps comng to mnd is that 40
out of 100 students drop out of Alaska schools. It's a
conplicated issue, but inaction is not acceptable.

COM SSI ONER LEDOUX said he gets calls every day from people
asking for help “putting out fires” and he doesn't like to
operate that way. But in order to be proactive, there nust be a
plan yet there is no broad range education plan in this state
and never has been. He clarified that when he talks about
pl anning, he is not talking about planning that can be used to
hi de behi nd, but planning that hol ds DEED accountable and all ows
it to direct resources to a common goal; planning that wll help
to prevent kids from wal ki ng away.

2:20: 25 PM

As part of that, the state and the University of Al aska are
sponsoring an education summt to help the State of Al aska build
an education plan. The outcones are to define a vision and a
m ssion for Alaska’s children. They also intend to devel op sone
graduation outcones that they believe are inportant. They
believe citizenship is inportant; working ethically and honestly
is inportant; using technology; an understanding of the arts;
mastery of a wi de body of know edge; the ability to understand
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service and contributions to the conmunity. Those things are
important but they aren’'t stated anywhere. The sunmit is going
to take a look at some of the broader statenments about what it
want graduates to look Ilike when they Ileave school. He
enphasi zed that right now in Al aska, a student can graduate with
a D average and 23 credits and passing an exam in math, for
exanpl e, 80 percent of which is based on 8'" grade standards.
That isn’t enough; whatever standard is set, the kids wll neet
it. Many kids wal k away because the system doesn't neet their
needs, not because they are not able to learn. He pointed out
that kids now days are learning in real-tine. Wien they want to
know something, they go learn it. They aren’'t interested in
sitting for 180 days to earn a credit and they aren’t waiting
for us any longer. He wants a systemthat will build a vision in
every child.

COWM SSI ONER LEDQUX sai d anot her conponent of the summt is to
set specific goals and objectives from birth to work. Although
DEED doesn’t have responsibility for children before they cone
to school, he insisted that the state pays the price if they are
not interested. So while he was not saying the departnent is
going to be responsible for all of that, he is willing to work
col | aboratively with other agencies.

2:23: 00 PM

The sunmit is invitation only. DEED solicited the names of
| eaders, novers and shakers in business, industry and services.
Each superintendent was asked to bring four people to the
sumit: the superintendent, a school board nenber, a conmunity
| eader or politician and a teacher or principal; the University
of Alaska is inviting over 100 people. Also invited are 150
agency heads, people who are involved with young people in
Al aska. He enphasized that he hopes to bring together people
that normally don't want to be in the same room with one

anot her; he wants diverse opinions. Goups will be asked to tel

what success wll look like; what it wll look like if they
acconplish this goal and objective; who wll be involved in
hel ping to achieve that; and what opportunities and chall enges
will be faced on the way. The real work for the summt wll take

pl ace afterward to put workgroups together, groups of people to
break things down into actions and costs.

COM SSI ONER LEDOUX said he believes a K-20 conmission is
needed; there should never be silos. The departnent of education
or K-12 is intimately related to the university system It needs
to work hand-in-hand with the wuniversities that train the
teachers and with people involved in early education.
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2:27: 02 PM
REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER asked for the dates of the summt.

COWM SSI ONER LEDOUX said the sunmt will be held Novenber 13-14
at the Dena’ina Center in Anchorage; invitations will go out
t his week.

2:28.:07 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER asked how many of the kids that do not
graduate have or have had an IEP. [Individual Education Plan - A
| egal docunent created to ensure a child s teacher understands
hi s/ her |earning and/or physical limtations and follows steps
necessary for success. It falls wunder the Individuals wth
Disabilities Education Act or “IDEA "]

COWMM SSI ONER LEDOUX said he can tell her that by the tinme of the
sunmi t.

2:28:40 PM
PAUL D KENDALL, representing hinself, Anchorage, AK, asked if
the sunmt will be on canera so everyone can partici pate.

COWM SSI ONER LEDQUX responded that they are not planning to do
that now. They have talked about trying to broadcast it
statewi de; they are doing a statew de survey prior to the summt
and inviting citizens all over the state to share [their views].
He asked M. Kendall if he is suggesting that they broadcast it
live.

MR KENDALL said his concern is that these “insider” neetings are
becom ng an infrastructure versus society in mnmultiple sectors.
He asserted there’s an obligation to put the neetings on TV so
everyone can learn and cone along together. He asked whether
there is an itinerary or an agenda so the public can see the
fl ow during the day.

COWM SSI ONER LEDOUX said a copy of the agenda will go out wth
invitations. The flow of things has been a concern; the idea is
to provide nmaximum interaction anong the participants so a |ot
of the work will be done in small groups.

MR. KENDALL asked if there wll be audience seating so the
public can view the proceedi ngs.

COWM SSI ONER LEDOUX replied that he hadn't thought of it but it
sounds |i ke a great idea. The second day, when the draft plan is
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presented, would be an excellent tinme to invite the public to
see what is being presented. He said he would bring that to the
group; it makes a | ot of sense.

MR. KENDALL questioned why the second day; he likes to see
things during formation. He also stated that he can’'t inmagine
not making energy a part of the discussion; it's absolutely
essential and foundational. He wondered who is developing the
agenda and if it is available for the public to see or if it is
bei ng done by a select few

COWMWM SSI ONER LEDOUX comented that over 400 people randonly
invited can hardly be considered a select few, but the intention
is to collect information before and after the summt. He said
M. Kendall had sone good comments as far as the audience and
presentation of the plan and pointed out that the group wll
post information on the website today. Ei ght major topics have
been identified and he was not sure that energy would be a chief
topi ¢ of discussion.

2:32:58 PM
MR. KENDALL asked if they wll have sonme of their stiffest
critics present so they can assess the content of the criticisns

CHAIR DAVIS said that Conm ssioner LeDoux wll deal wth that
| ater and announced that the conmittee will go on with the next
present ati on.

Dr opout Prevention

2:34.02 PM

M5. DOUNAY relayed that drop out prevention and P-16 are very
much interrelated. Many P-16 councils are |ooking specifically
at dropout prevention as part of their agenda. It is huge issue;
approximately four out of ten kids nationwi de and one out of
three high school students, are dropping out. That anpbunts to

1.2 mllion students per vyear that do not graduate. Males
students tend to drop out at a higher rate than fenmal es and that
is true across ethnic lines. There is a strong correlation

bet ween dropping out and various negative conseqguences. Dropouts
are nore likely to be unenployed and to live at or near the
federal poverty level; they are also nore l|likely to becone
incarcerated. This translates to reduced tax revenues at all
| evel s and a higher likelihood of reliance on public assistance
prograns. The problem al so extends to health and rel ated issues.
The chart on slide 4 shows that there is a huge spike in
Medi cai d coverage anong those who have not finished high school.
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There is also a <clear link, not just in the US.  but
internationally, between education and |ife expectancy; the nore
years of school a person conpletes, the greater his or her life
expectancy. In addition, a study published in 2006 indicated
that one in four of all dropouts and one in three fenmale
dropouts left school, at least in part, because they becane
parents.

2:37:15 PM

M5. DOUNAY said that recent research has provided nuch nore
insight into who is |leaving school and what factors cause kids
to |leave school. She referenced an ECS report from July or
August of 2007 that sunmarizes some of the research she wl
present today. The report |ooked at students in Chicago and
defined “on-track in grade 9” as having conpleted at |east five
course credits of English, math, science, social studies and one
other course for enough credits to move up to 10'" grade; and
having earned no nore than one “F” in English, math, science or
soci al studies. Another study tracked students in Philadel phia
from grade 6 through a year or two after they were supposed to
have graduated from high school. It found that if a student had
failed English or math; had attended school 80 percent or |ess
of the time; or had an out-of-school suspension, even as early
as six years before graduation, he or she was significantly nore
likely to |eave school before earning a diploma. If students
have behavior incidents such as |ow attendance or suspension in
addition to failing math or English, the |ikelihood spiked even
hi gher. A University of Mchigan study | ooked at student/teacher
relationships and found that in schools where student and
teacher responses to survey questions indicate that when
students believe their teachers know who they are and care about
them and teachers say they know and care about their students
the dropout rate is significantly lower than it is in conparable
hi gh schools where survey responses were not SO positive.
Smaller schools are nore |likely to have those positive
rel ati onshi ps between students and teachers than |arger schools.
It is also very inportant for parents to set high expectations
and clearly comunicate those to high school age children. Last,
she said, the kind of math curriculum offered and student
achievenment in math correlates <closely wth a student’s
I'i kelihood of graduating.

2:40: 15 PM

REPRESENTATIVE WLSON referenced M. Dounay’'s comment that
school size is a factor in student/teacher relationships and
asked if she could identify a break-point in the size of a
school .
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M5. DOUNAY said that |arge schools of 1600-2500 students have
hi gher dropout rates than small to nmedium or very large (over
2500) schools. That the rate was |lower in very large schools
surprised researchers. They believe it is because they were
focusing on dropouts in grades 11 and 12 and in those very |arge
school s, students were leaving in grades 9 or 10, even before
the study could catch them

2:41: 25 PM

She went on to slide 6, “Wat do dropouts say?” which presents
information fromtwo surveys of recent dropouts. One is the 2006
nati onwi de study she nentioned earlier; the other was published
by the M chigan Education Association in May 2008. The findings
of both studies were simlar. Anmong students age 16 to 25, the
nost common reason given for leaving school was that the
students found school boring and could not see a relationship
bet ween what they were supposed to learn in school and what they
t hought they needed to know to get by in the world. The second
nost common reason was that the teachers and other adults had
| ow expectations so the students did not feel inspired to expend
much effort. Two thirds of students said they would have put
forth nore effort had nore been expected. In the M chigan study
in particular, a nunber of dropouts said they had no job or
career direction. They didn't know what they wanted to do after
hi gh school and they had no adult guidance; so they felt schoo
was pointless. One third of young adults in the 2006 study said
they were actually failing in school and felt it was inpossible
to catch up, so they gave up. Over 50 percent of those in the
2006 study said their parents were not actively involved in
their schools. Many said they sinply had too much freedom they
knew they were allowed to |eave school at age 16 and were just
waiting for their birthdays to do so. The total is nore than 100
percent because students frequently gave nore than one reason
for the decision to drop out.

2:43: 54 PM
REPRESENTATI VE W LSON asked if it nmnkes a difference the state
allows children to drop out at age 16, 17, or 18.

M5. DOUNAY said she didn't have that information on hand; she
hasn’t seen a recent study on graduation rates and thinks that
is because states are changing the way they calculate
graduation. In sonme states the very definition of a graduate is
changing. Until a couple of years ago, Texas was allowed to
count CGED conpleters as high school graduates, but a lot of
research suggests that conpleting a GED does not result in the
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same outconmes in ternms of post-secondary access and conpletion
or inconme. Also nany states are replacing older data systens to
better determ ne whether kids actually drop out or just nove
from one district to another. Some states have changed tracking
nmet hodol ogy; nore states are noving toward a four year cohort
system that |ooks at the nunber of kids entering 9'" grade and
the nunber comng out four years later, which is a little
clearer. Nevada is calculating dropout rates in grades 6, 7 and
8 as wel | .

2:45: 53 PM
M5. DOUNAY noted that slide 7, “Dropout Prevention: Wat States
Are Doing,” is very “wordy.” She said the approaches schools are

taking to address the dropout problemis varied;, sonme are based
on research and sone on anecdotal evidence. She said there is a
strong correl ati on between dropping out and being identified for
speci al education; sone research also suggests that a certain
nunber of Career/ Technical Education (CTE) courses may hel p keep
students who are not interested in a traditional academc
program in school. She said she does not have tine to get into
that much today, but ECS does have a 50-state database on CTE
progranms on its website. She noted that a small but grow ng
nunber of states are |ooking at not stopping adol escent |iteracy
prograns at grade 3, but providing teachers with training to
buil d upon student literacy in grades 4 through 12 as well.

M5. DOUNAY said the first dropout prevention point is increased
rigor in the high school curriculum That gets at the research
on the math curriculum discussed previously and what dropouts
said about teachers setting and students neeting |ow
expectations. ECS identified eight states where all students are
expected to conplete a college/wrk ready curriculum which
i ncludes: four years of English, three years of social studies,
three years of math, and three years of a |aboratory science.
That curriculum has been identified as best preparing students

to achieve a benchmark on the ACT assessment. It also aligns
with research from the U S. Departnent of Education; students
who conpleted that curriculum were nost likely to conplete high

school and go on to conplete a four-year degree wthin a
reasonable period of time. O the eight states having a nore
rigorous curriculum only Texas has graduated a class with that
standard. She said she hasn’t seen statistics on the nunber of
students that chose the lower-level curriculum which was a
statewide option before the class of 2008. Nonetheless, the
results are encouraging. The exanple <cited is San Jose,
California, a fairly large, diverse district with respect to
nati ve student |anguage, ethnicity and incone. In 1999 the |ocal
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board determ ned that all students would be expected to conplete
the curriculum that the state wuniversity systens accepted for
basic admssions. A nunber of «critics said that students
couldn’t be expected to conplete that curriculum yet the
district saw that graduation rates increased. Oher unexpected
results included: nore Latino students conpleted advanced nmath
and | aboratory science courses; state-level assessnment scores
for the district rose nore quickly than for the rest of the
state; nore diverse students took AP courses and passed AP exans
wi t h hi gher scores.

2:50:46 PM
REPRESENTATI VE ClI SSNA asked if M. Dounay could provide a link
to the higher standard curricul a.

M5. DOUNAY directed Representative Cissna to the ECS hone page;
navigate to the high school online database page, which has
links to “College-Ready Standards” and “Highlights of Local
Initiatives.” The website also profiles what the San Jose school
district did to prepare teachers for the advanced requirenents
and gives sone results. Based on that success the Los Angeles
Unified School District decided that students in the class of
2012 would be required to conplete the college-ready curricul um
San Diego is beginning to talk about following in the footsteps
of San Jose and Los Angel es.

M5. DOUNAY said it isn't enough to say that students have to
take the courses. |It’'s also essential to inprove teacher
preparation and professional devel opnent, have early renediation
and conmmunicate wth parents about why the curriculum is
changi ng.

M5. DOUNAY said another piece 1is student accountability.
Research done in an early *90s Princeton study shows students
that were required to stay in high school until age 18 were nore
likely to get a diploma. Now 27 states have policies to deny a
driver’s license if the academic criteria is not net. O her
restrictions have al so been inposed but data on the successes is
anecdot al .

2:55:45 PM

MS. DOUNAY next addressed graduation plans and career “nmmjors.”
Graduation plans refer to when a student sits down with a parent
and teacher or counselor at the beginning of grade 9 to
determne which classes to take to attain a particular goal
after high school. This helps to get students and parents
t hi nking about what wll give nmeaning to the high school
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experience. Just nine states currently have this requirenent; 20
states and DC will have these counseling requirenents for the
class of 2011. Providing greater academc focus gets students
t hi nki ng about so-called career majors. Currently three or four
states require, instead of eight electives, just four general
electives and three or four electives in a particular area of
interest. Those can change from year to year; the idea is to
stimulate interest in setting goals and taking courses in the
area of focus.

2:57: 09 PM
CHAIR DAVIS asked Ms. Dounay not to spend so much tine on each
of the dropout prevention itens on the list. (slide 7)

2:57:41 PM

M5. DOUNAY nentioned counseling for dropout prevention and noted
what sone other states are doing to put nore counselors in high
schools. Touching on renediation, she said ECS |aunched a
database in 2007 Ilooking at what classes the district 1is
required to offer if students don’t neet a certain threshold.
Various other indicators are also wused. Wen students fal
behi nd, they need those supports yet they' re often not provided
or not evaluated if they are provided. Early college high
schools is an approach where a five-year program begins in grade
9; at the end of five years the student receives an associate
degree, technical certification, or enough college credits for
junior year standing. Only six states have statew de policies
for this. Oher states that have | ocal partnerships are governed
either by dual enrollnent or charter school rules. They do have
a significant positive inpact on students, particularly given
that the prograns are geared to underserved students.

2:58: 58 PM
REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER asked for a definition of an underserved
st udent .

M5. DOUNAY replied it varies by district, but primrily it
i ncludes students who aren't necessarily on a college path when
they start high school.

She relayed that in October or Novenber nodel policy conponents
for early college high schools wll conme out. It will draw from
current legislation in North Carolina and other states that have
nodel prograns.

Smal | | earning conmmunities, breaking up a large high school into
small er conmmunities, is done primarily at the local |evel but
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sonme states are getting into that. For exanple, in Nevada a
separate |earning comunity nust be provided for grade 9 in high
schools wth nore than 1,200 students. Florida encourages
districts to develop schools wthin schools for Jlarge high
school s.

Al ternative pathways to a diplonma is the next point. It |ooks at
ways to provide flexibility to disengaged high school students
so they can get the credits they need to earn a regular high
school diploma. She noted that the strategies in the policy
brief, "Beyond the CGED," would apply equally to students who
aren’t doing well in a traditional high school

M ddl e grade efforts to prevent dropouts includes research from
Phil adel phia on grade 6 indicators. Some states are just
starting to look at the mddle grades and what has to happen
there for students to stay in school and on track in preparation
for high school

Parental involvenent was nentioned earlier. She noted that the
policy brief sets out the various areas of policy including:
developing a fornal policy; reaching out on academ c
expect at i ons; accomodating parents’ needs; building staff
capacity; building parent capacity; developing benchmarks and
eval uating i npacts.

Ninth grade initiatives for preventing dropouts is denonstrated
by Nevada requirenent for separate |earning comunities for
schools with over 1200 students. Each l|earning conmunity nust
have: at least one |Ilicensed admnistrator that 1is solely
dedicated to the comunity; guidance counselors that are
assigned just to that learning community; and one adult nentor
for each 9'" grader. Any need for renediation counseling is to be
identified as early as possible, not at the end of 9'" grade or
|ater. Louisiana and Rhode Island have early intervention for
students at risk of failing 9'" grade math.

3:02: 48 PM
CHAIR DAVIS asked if the conmmttee could get supporting
docunent ati on.

M5. DOUNAY said she would provide the state | egislation.
The final state policy approach for dropout prevention is dual
enrollnment. In Oregon there is a statutory priority for schoo

districts to inform dropouts that the “Expanded Options” program
is available. Any student who has dropped out may reenter the
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system to participate in that program Also, the state annually
must report the nunber of dropouts that participated in expanded
options and earned a high school diploma. In Rhode Island school
districts with a dropout rate higher than 15 percent nust
provide an expanded option. Indiana provides a program called
“Fast Track to College.” Students who are age 17 and have
perm ssion from their high school or dropouts who are 19 or
older may finish their high school diploma at a comunity
college or four year school. H gh school credits and secondary
credits can be earned concurrently. She noted that a recognized
di sadvantage is that those who are older than 19 and do not have
a high school diploma are not eligible for federal financial aid
for tuition and fees. Indiana officials hope to address that and
Oregon already does provide a subsidy. She noted that the O egon
program is nmentioned in the “Beyond the GED' policy brief. It
al so |l ooks at dropout recovery including increasing the upper
statutory age; flexibility in accelerating Ilearning and
denonstrating conpetency; flexible <credit recovery options;
flexibility in course scheduling and course |oads; clear
connections workforce; and conmuni cating options to the public.

3:04: 50 PM
REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER asked for further explanation of the
expanded options that O egon requires.

M5. DOUNAY explained that it’s a program for students in grades
11 and 12 to take courses on a college canpus and earn both high
school and post-secondary credits.

CHAIR DAVIS asked if the public had questions for M. Dounay
related to dropouts.

3:06: 36 PM

KAREN MARTINSON, Director, Southeast Alaska Career Center
Sitka, AK, asked for information about the inpact of career and
techni cal education as a dropout prevention strategy.

M5. DOUNAY nentioned a study that |ooked at students who
conpleted between 1 and 12 credits in a career/technical
education (CTE) program That study found that at-risk students
who conpleted 6 credits were nore likely to graduate than at-
risk peers. But once the at-risk students conpleted nore CTE
courses than academi c courses, the dropout rate increased. She
offered to provide a copy of the study.

REPRESENTATI VE CI SSNA asked M. Dounay to provide that
information to legislators as well.
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3:08: 33 PM
MR. KENDALL asked Ms. Dounay if she had any information about
the parents of dropouts such as their age, how | ong they’ ve been
married, nunber children in the famly, and socio-economc
backgr ound.

M5. DOUNAY replied she hasn't |ooked at that, but she has seen
research that suggests that children from single-parent hones
are nore likely to drop out than those from two-parent hones.

MR. KENDALL asked if she finds that sort of parental information

rel evant when [|ooking at students. He continued: “Not only
parental and point of birth and the society within which they
grow, but some of the teachers who are being brought in. .. 1Is

there teacher data as to where those teachers cone from -
predi sposition for a sexual orientation or diversity of
background?” He said he’'d like to see that information if it’s
avai | abl e.

M5. DOUNAY asked if he is looking for a correlation between
students who dropout and the teachers they have.

MR. KENDALL replied he’'s already seen the data that’'s been
presented here. He's curious to l|look at the famlies of
dropouts. “My concern is about the child and the parental
raising. Not only that but whoever influenced the child, and
that nost direct influence is the teacher after the parents. |
would think you would be |ooking at assessing the teachers’
inclinations frommany different perspectives.”

M5. DOUNAY responded that a few states are developing data
systens for the purpose of tracking which students have which
teachers. At this point there aren’t enough years of data to
make any sort of finding.

MR. KENDALL asked if famlies of dropouts are also being tracked
with respect to drugs, violence, or social services.

M5. DOUNAY replied ECS hasn’t tracked that and she isn't
famliar with other organizations that have done that research

CHAI R DAVI S announced that Representative Fairclough joined the
nmeeti ng.
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REPRESENTATI VE FAI RCLOUGH apol ogi zed for being late; her office
had been following the neeting and Senator Dyson was on line as
wel | .

3:12: 47 PM
CHAIR DAVIS said that if she received an updated |ist she would
recogni ze ot her |egislators.

REPRESENTATI VE Cl SSNA observed that an issue in Alaska is that a
| arge percentage of the population noves seasonally for work,
taking their famlies with them She asked Ms. Dounay if she has
seen any correlation between an itinerant population and the
dropout rate and how different groups have addressed that.

M5. DOUNAY replied she has seen sonme research on the nunber of
times a child changes schools during the K-12 years; after
changing schools a certain nunber of tinmes it is less likely
that a student will conplete high school. She has not | ooked at
the mgrant issue but she could do sone research in that area.

REPRESENTATI VE FAI RCLOUGH said that issue was very inportant
when she served on an el enentary school PTA and on the Anchorage
Assenbly. Although the focus here is on 9'" grade, she wonders if
there is research on attendance at |ower |evels. \Wen she served
on the assenbly she |learned that school nurses could identify as
early as 1%, 2" or 3"¢ grade which students would be bullies in
9'" grade and which were nost likely to drop out, based on their
inability to handle current class-load assignnments. She asked if
research is available that supports intervention |long before a
child reaches hi gh school

M5. DOUNAY referred to the "purple handout” that has grade 6
indicators. A 2001 ECS study synthesized that information for
policy makers; it can be found at: www. ecs.org/rs.

3:17: 05 PM
CHAIR DAVI S asked if there were other questions.

COWM SSI ONER LEDOUX said he was a high school principal for 10
years and an elenentary school principal for 10 years, so sone
of his coments cone from that background. He found that if he
wanted to find out what was going on in a child s life, he
needed only ask what that child was going to do this sunmer or
next year. An at-risk child will always say "I don't know " The
nost telling characteristic of an at-risk teenager is that they
have no vision; they don't know where they are going and have no
plan. He said the signs are obvious long before 6'" grade. He
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stressed that a child will pay any price to belong and feel
connected. Many kids who | eave school do not feel connected. He
al so pointed out that with technology, children are learning in
real tinme. Wien |ooking at education from a broad perspective
there is no reason for a student to sit in a classroom if
therees a way to denonstrate that the student already had
attained the needed know edge. Mastering the information is the
goal, not seat-time in the classroom Also many schools in
Al aska need | arger playgrounds so kids can explore their talents
and interests; it’s part of |earning.

COWM SSI ONER LEDOUX continued that when he graduated from
school, everyone had a part-tinme job that taught inportant life
skills. That is no longer true, particularly in rural Al aska. In
the last 10 years there’s been a flight of kids from rural
Al aska. When many of the rural schools were built they were
| arge enough to have vocational prograns. That is no |onger the
case; currently there are 100 schools with 25 or fewer students
and those schools can't afford to offer enough choices to all ow
kids to explore their interests. For that reason many parents
choose to put their children in a larger high school but in the
| arger schools, those children have no connection, they becone
i nvisible and di sappear. The bottomline is that all the things
Ms. Dounay said nake sense and Al aska is already doing a |ot of
the things she recommends. DEED is exploring “mddle colleges”
where students can get their associates degree at the sane tine
they get their high school diploma. These are prograns that
attract kids. Again he said that many of the kids who are
wal ki ng away from school do have skills, they sinply are not
connected. “They don't have the vision; they don’t have the
ability to make connections with the society that’'s changing.”

3:23:18 PM

REPRESENTATI VE Cl SSNA agreed that Al aska has a nobile popul ation
due to seasonal jobs. She recalled that in early 2000 there was
training available for rural teachers on how to use the Internet
effectively to keep kids at the sane level as the rest of the
state. Also, distance delivery is wused successfully at the
college level. She asked if there is a way to use sonething |like
the Internet to keep kids engaged even though they may nove from
pl ace to pl ace.

3:25:23 PM

M5. DOUNAY replied that is being done. Al abama and Loui siana use
virtual high schools to target students’ i ndividual achievenent
| evel s.
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COWM SSI ONER LEDOUX said DEED is looking at sonme virtual high
school nodels, including partnerships with other schools. For
exanple a teacher in Karuk who has one student can access a
virtual schedule to partner wth other teachers and nany
students. Mwving toward a standards-based system rather than a
credit system students won't have to sit through an entire
course to pick up one piece of information they mssed. “Wre
noving in that direction wth «credit recovery, virtua
schedul es, and very very flexible ways for kids to earn credit,”
he sai d.

CHAI R DAVI S announced a break from 3: 27: 44 PM to3:40: 22 PM

3:40: 46 PM

PAULA PAW.OWSKI, Legislative Chair, Al aska PTA, Anchorage, AK,
said she was born in Alaska to a mlitary famly; between the
ages of 1 and 12 she attended 11 schools so she mssed a |ot and
her SAT scores were awful. |If someone isn't tracking what
subjects students are taking and when, students can get | ost.
Her famly has hosted exchange students from Costa Rica, Japan
and Switzerland; her eldest son was an exchange student in
Sweden; and her youngest spent time in China, Taiwan and is now
at Stanford.

M5. PAW.OWSKI said it’s phenonenal that everyone is pointing
fingers at parents. Many parents don't realize how nuch
i nfluence they have as teachers; but they do know their child
best and for better or worse are their child' s first educator.
In 1995 the Alaska State Board of Education endorsed the
standards for parent involvenent developed by Dr. Joyce L.
Epstein of Johns Hopkins University. Dr. Epstein worked with the
national PTA to continue to develop those standards. The Al aska
State Board of Education also endorsed the printed book of the
national standards; so the State of Alaska has had two
opportunities to define parental involvenent. Those standards
have quality indicators and neasurenent tools in place but so
far the DEED has not wutilized them to |ook at what parental
i nvol venent can do for students and partnershi ps. The Fairbanks
Borough has done an excellent job of wusing the standards
indicated in “No Child Left Behind” to define a parental
i nvol venent policy; but the rest of the state is way behind on
t hat .

The state PTA is an organized entity and a great way to educate
parents. Currently there are about 9000 nenbers and 158 PTA
groups across the state. According to Johns Hopkins, parents of
students at the secondary |evel want information about jobs and
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career paths; but Anchorage has only two PTA groups at the high
school level so the state PTA doesn’t have a vehicle to get
informati on out to parents.

M5. PAWOWSKI said the state PTA request for funding for a
parent involvenment project made it through the House and the
Senate but was vetoed by the governor. There were a couple of
particularly inportant things in that project: to spread PTAs to
nore rural areas, and to develop a teacher preparation/parent
i nvol venent class at the university |evel.

M5. PAW.OWSKI said last year the national PTA had a contract
with Ann Henderson to realign all of its information and
resources on the national parent standards. M. Paw owski
advised that she is now working wth Bridge Builders of
Anchorage, |ooking at parents of mnority students who have a
very hard tinme navigating the school system At this point, she
said, the children are acting as conmunicators between school
and famly and it isn't working out well. She said that before
the Novenber summt she wll contact all of the state PTA
presidents for information on how this is working for parents in
t he various states.

M5. POANLOWBKI said that if a child has a good famly situation

and a poor teaching experience, the child wll be O if the
child has a poor famly experience and great teachers, that
child will be fine; but if a child has both a poor famly
experience and a poor teaching experience, the child wll be

di sconnected. Ms. Paw owski spoke of the influence the teachers
at West High had on her children and that the smaller |earning
community there had a positive influence.

M5. PAW.OASKI said there is sone great research about getting
fathers engaged and involving non-custodial parents. Wen non-
custodial parents or single fathers are engaged in their child s
educational life, statistics show the sanme good results as when
both parents are at honme. It is parents’ intent and the
engagenent that makes a difference. The question is how to nmake
sure all parents get involved. The PTA isn't fond of the "body
count” for how many parents attend parent/teacher conferences or
sporting events because nore and nore often both parents have to
work and sone famlies feel that teachers are the experts and
it’s up to them But both are teachers in their own right and
the |l earning at hone piece is vital. It’'s just that parents need
to be enpowered and encouraged to take part. In conclusion she
said there is a history in Alaska of being a Johns Hopkins
partnership school to use standards to engage parents, but very
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few districts have developed policy to encourage parental
i nvol venent. GCetting districts to use those standards has been
and continues to be the goal of the Al aska PTA Those six
st andards cover business, honme and at school.

3:57: 04 PM
REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER asked if the nunmber of schools that have
PTAs has changed.

M5. PAW.OABKI said yes and it’s driven by the nunber of people
who have tine to volunteer. Sone years there are as few as 100
PTAs in the state and sonetines as nmany as 180. Parents cone
t oget her when there is a critical issue.

3:58:46 PM

ANDY ROGERS, CEO, PangoMedia Inc. and Legislative Affairs
Conm ttee, State Chanber of Commerce, said his interest is in
seei ng students conplete a course of study so they can enter the
wor kf orce as enpl oyable young professionals. It is difficult to
find jobs for young people, but it's difficult for industry to
grow when students cone into the workforce w thout the necessary
resune to be successfully placed in profitable positions. It is
a disservice to students to let them go through an educationa
process and enter the workforce only to find that they don't
have what is needed to obtain enploynent in their field. It is
also unfair to the enployers. He asked that there be an enphasis
in the educational process on internships in the actua
wor kf orce; so when students |eave school to enbark on their
prof essional careers, they have sone denonstrable skills and
experi ence. He suggested that educational institutions be
encouraged to connect nore directly wth industry and
representatives of the business world and nmake nore effort to
include pragmatic work experience in their students’ education
Last, M. Rogers asked that nenbers of the business community be
further included in discussions like this one when trying to
craft the best possible educational system He is discouraged
that the best and brightest young people in Al aska are |eaving
the state to conplete their educations and formng their first
busi ness ties el sewhere because they don’'t cone back. If they do
finish school in Alaska, they are unable to find work so they
rel ocat e.

4:04:56 PM
CHAI R DAVI S thanked M. Rogers for his comrents and assured him
t hat busi ness nmust be involved in the educational process.

4:05:48 PM
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PAUL D. KENDELL said he is concerned that the school systemis
flawed. He admitted that when he listens to testinony by people
who have a passion for sonething it puts him back in his place.
He opined that those people who have a passion for sonething
have a greater standing than people |ike hinself who |ook at the
issue from the outside. He said they' ve gone way beyond their
m ssion; they now have groups |ooking at groups and this isn't
conplicated, they need to get back to the hone and the parents.
He said he does not believe it is the school’s job to deal wth
enpl oynment but to teach children how to learn and how to get
along with other children. The <child who excels should be
rewarded and the child that can’t be handl ed should be sent hone
and let society take care of him That’'s the way it is, he said.

MR. KENDELL continued that he wants to set that aside for a
nonent; he came to the neeting to “anbush” legislators wth
another mssion, to turn their efforts toward energy. From his
perspective, everything in Al aska should be directed toward
energy; everything is interconnected through the distribution of
energy and disruption in the distribution of energy has robbed
peopl e of their sense of security.

He believes that the | egislature should reward students for good
grades by giving them each an electric vehicle, which would
reduce air pollution, provide business to auto makers and teach
students about electrons and hydrogen. Buying 100,000 electric
vehi cl es would change the state and every living creature in it
over ni ght.

4:12:19 PM

MR. KENDELL went on to say that it appears to himthat the world
is headed toward a new, energy-related society. Energy and
“business as usual” will never be viewed as it was in the past.
The whole world is looking at energy and everything so it’s
inmportant to redirect the children of Al aska toward an energy
mentality. Schools have the opportunity to nmorph Alaska in 2-6
years, gain world recognition and put Alaska' s children in a
very speci al place.

4:16: 13 PM

He pointed to big oil and the fact that it is getting into
everything. He said it has to fail and when it collapses, it
isnt the noney that’s the problem it is quality of life.
Sonehow that quality of life has been |ost. He maintained that
worry about noney is really tied to people who don't want to
work. But energy is behind it all and you can’t buy energy if
there isn't a stable society. He warned that the legislature is
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headed for a direct conflict with the noney, but it’'s really
about the energy.

MR. KENDELL offered his belief that young children are begi nning
to see the unraveling and the only way to bring that back hone
is to concentrate on energy. A dwelling that has electricity and
wat er can be held together. Al aska should have 100 hydroel ectric
projects and wind turbine projects and new el ectric vehicl es.

CHAIR DAVIS interrupted and asked M. Kendall to wap up. She
asked him to provide a copy of his plan and rem nded him that,
as she told himearlier, if he doesn’t have any support for that
plan, it cannot go anywhere. She stressed that she wants to read
what he has given her, but does not see how it connects wth
what they are trying to do.

MR, KENDALL asked if he could clarify his position. He is very
di sappointed with the school infrastructure; he thinks it’s
failing and flailing and everyone is waiting for it to collapse
when the noney runs out. He didn't want to cone and conplain
about that, and thought if he could tie in energy, perhaps they
could get past the differences that no one was going to give
ground on. He hoped to show legislators that the problens they
see of fenmales who no longer want to be patriarchal; the boys
and girls who can’t be boys and girls; and all the ideol ogies
they are seeing now days are not possible wthout individual
freedons and you can’'t have the individual freedons wthout
energy. He was hoping the Ilegislature could transcend the
di fferences of diversity and race and holidays and gender to see
a way to get around it.

4:24:09 PM

REPRESENTATI VE FAI RCLOUGH said M . Kendal | guesti oned
| egislators’ ability to notify the public so she wanted to
announce that the Al aska Renewabl e Energy Task Force would neet
at the Anchorage LI O on Cctober 21, 2008 from 10:00 AM to noon
She enphasi zed that public notice is always provided, but it is
sinply not possible to provide personal invitations to everyone.

There being no further business to conme before the committee
Chair Davis adjourned the neeting at 4:26:01 PM
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