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ACTI ON NARRATI VE

CHAI R PEGGY W LSON call ed the House Health, Education and Socia
Services Standing Conmttee neeting to order at 3:39:29 PM
Representatives Keller, Gardner, Fairclough, and WIson were
present at the call to order. Representati ves Seaton, Ci ssna
and Roses arrived as the neeting was in progress.

SCR 17-BRAI N | NJURY AWARENESS MONTH: MARCH 2008

3:40: 16 PM

CHAI R WLSON announced that the first order of business would be
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO 17, Relating to establishing
March 2008 as Brain Injury Awareness Mnth.

TREVOR FULTON, Staff to Senator Lesil MQuiire, Al aska State
Legi slature, presented SCR 17 on behalf of Senator MQuire,

sponsor. M. Fulton stated that resolutions establishing Mrch
as Brain Injury Awareness Mnth have been passed several tines
in previous years. The bill was presented in the spirit of
rai sing awareness of traumatic brain injury (TBl). He inforned
the commttee that Alaska |eads the nation in brain injuries per
capi ta. In addition, TBI is a |eading cause of death anong
children and young adults in the state. Al aska has seven tines

the national average nunber of brain injuries per capita; in the
Bush comunities the nunber is fourteen tinmes the national

average. In fact, 800 TBIs are reported in Al aska each year and
an estimated 12,000 Alaskans have suffered a TBI. These
injuries are life altering and place a trenmendous strain on the
victinms and their famlies. M. Fulton pointed out that many

victimse suffer permanent disabilities. Furthernore, as nost
cases of TBlI are preventable, raising awareness of the traumatic
consequences W || help prevent them The Brain Injury
Associ ation of America recognizes March of each year as Brain
I njury Awareness Month and this resolution will conport with the
national effort by making March, 2008, Brain Injury Awareness
Month in Al aska. M. Fulton pointed out that there is an
addition to the resolution this year that recognizes that TBIs
are on the rise in Alaska, primarily due to the nunber of
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returning veterans who have been injured in the service to their
country.

3:44:16 PM

MR.  FULTON further explained that TBlI is called a silent
epidenm c as sone victins are not aware of their exact condition.

3:45: 00 PM

CHAIR WLSON shared that she spoke to U S. Senator Ted Stevens
about the problem of caring for the many injured veterans who
are returning home to Al aska. The Senator assured her that nore

help will be comng for returning veterans.

3:46: 05 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked for the inplications of the title
change: "Traumatic Brain Injury" to "Brain Injury Awareness
Mont h. ™

MR. FULTON explained that brain injuries include other sorts of
injuries, not just those sustained through trauma, but injuries
t hrough al cohol and substance abuse, and stroke. He opined that
the intent is not to exclude other types of injury, even though
the focus is on traumatic brain injury. Al so, this resolution
is drawmm to conport wth the national recognition of Brain
I njury Awar eness Mont h.

3:47:57 PM
REPRESENTATI VE SEATON pointed out that the "whereas" statenents

do not include other types of injury; therefore, the enphasis is
not there.

3:48: 26 PM

CHAIR WLSON stated that other injuries are covered in the
statenent, " ... is known in the disability community as the
nation's 'silent epidemc'." She asked whether Representative

Seaton would like to nake an addition to the resol ution.
3:49: 14 PM
REPRESENTATI VE  SEATON observed that previ ous resol utions

addressed traumatic brain injury and that he was trying to get
clarification.
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3:49:40 PM

RI CHARD WARRI NGTON, Anbassador, Brain |Injury Association of
America; Board Menber, Alaska Brain Injury Network, responded to
Representative Seaton's question and explained that brain
injuries are like cancer in that there are many different kinds.
He opined that brain injury awareness nonth includes all sorts
of brain injuries. M. Warrington said that that he is the
survivor of a traumatic brain injury 31 years ago and is stil
di sabl ed. He urged the committee to pass the resolution to raise
awar eness; brain injuries occur every 21 seconds and additiona
awar eness may slow this rate of occurrence.

3:51:22 PM

T. FRANK BOX, Enployee, Access Alaska, infornmed the conmttee
that he is a survivor of two brain tunors followed by nmany

surgeries and procedures. M. Box said that about two percent
of the constituents in legislative districts have suffered a
TBI . He continued to say that access to properly trained
providers is essential for recovery, in fact, every dollar

invested in brain injury rehabilitation support saves $35 in
future nedical costs. M. Box opined that building awareness in
rural areas is a good investnent at no cost.

3:52:55 PM

JILL HODGES, Executive Director, Alaska Brain Injury Network,
poi nted out that her organization keeps com ng back in order to
continue to listen to the needs of Al askans who have been
affected by TBI. She said that to turn needs into solutions
takes a consum ng anount of energy from the victim and his or
her famly. The Alaska Brain Injury Network can take on the
role of developing solutions and, thereby, support Al askans.
Ms. Hodges expressed her appreciation to the Alaska Mental
Health Trust Authority for its funding of the Al aska Brain
I njury Network. She opined that SCR 17 is one solution. In
reference to Representative Seaton's question, she noted that
the federal governnment first passed bills that solely addressed
TBl; however, the Brain Injury Association of Anerica recognized
that brain injury enconpasses all acquired brain injury. In
Al aska, survivors of other brain injuries, such as stroke,
al cohol abuse, and tunors, should be served, along wth
survivors of TBIs, in order for prograns and services to be
equally available for both popul ations. Ms. Hodges expl ai ned
that her organization is in contact wth hundreds of TBI
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survivors and that she is speaking for them She then noted
that the U S. Departnent of Health and Human Services, Center
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), is beginning a new
canpaign to advocate for seniors and revealed that, nationally,
t hose over the age of 75 have the highest rate of brain injury.
In Al aska, the Al aska Conmm ssion on Aging (ACoA) is working with
the Alaska Brain Injury Network to raise awareness about TBI
anong the el der popul ati on.

3:57:11 PM

JEFF | RWN, Enpl oyee, Sout heast Al aska |Independent Living
(SAI'L), expressed his support for considering March as traunmatic
Brain Injury Awareness Mnth and stated that it is very
important to better informthe public of this disability and to
invest in funding for this issue. M. lrwn noted that Al aska
has high rates of injury, especially in the rural communities.
He spoke of the need to provide better information to the
public, better diagnostic tools for health care providers, and
nmore support for the victinse of injuries. He stated that TBI is
often not readily apparent and is <called an invisible
di sability, and encouraged the commttee to nmake this disability
nore visible to the community by declaring March as traumatic
Brain Injury Awareness Month.

3:58: 20 PM

ANTHONY SI VERSEN, Fi sherman, described his life-threatening TBI
while working on a fishing vessel five years ago. M. Siversen
expressed his support of [SCR 17].

3:59:40 PM

CHAI R W LSON cl osed testinony on SCR 17.

3:59:51 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER noved to report SCR 17 out of committee
with individual recommendati ons and the acconpanying zero fiscal
not e. Hearing no objections, SCR 17 was reported out of the
House Heal th, Education and Soci al Services Standing Conmittee.

4:01: 05 PM

HB 274- UNIV. REPORT: TEACHER TRAI NI NG RETENTI ON

4:01:19 PM
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CHAIR WLSON announced that the next order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 274, "An Act relating to a report to the
| egi sl ature on teacher preparation, retention, and recruitnent
by the Board of Regents of the University of Al aska."

4:01:19 PM
REPRESENTATI VE M KE HAWKER, Al aska State Legislature, sponsor,

informed the <conmittee that HB 274 is the result of a
recommendati on  brought forward by the Joint Legi sl ative

Educati on Funding Task Force. He noted that Representatives
Roses and Seaton, nenbers of the commttee, also served on the
task force. This bill began as a discussion about the |ack of

coordi nation, or comunication, between the |egislature and the
University of Alaska (UA) on what UA is doing to prepare
teachers to enter the field of teaching and to retain those
teachers in Al aska. House Bill 274 asks UA to prepare an annua
report to the Ilegislature titled "Alaska's University for
Al aska's Schools,"” that describes the efforts of the university
to attract, train, and retain qualified public school teachers.

4:02: 25 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HAWKER continued to explain that the report wll
include an outline of the university's past, current, and future
plans to close the gap between known teacher enploynent
vacancies in the state and the nunber of state residents who
conpl ete teacher training. He asked the committee to carefully
consider the followng testinony from UA officials, that was not
available at the tinme the bill was witten, that suggests that
the goals of this bill are already being acconpli shed.

4:04: 02 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER asked whether the bill's sponsors are
| ooking for the requested information in a certain form or
sinply for review

4:04:28 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HAVWKER responded that his interpretation is that
the sponsors are looking for a tool to create a specific
di scussi on docunent in order to foster conmunications with UA on
this subject.

4:04: 56 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER surmised that the information that UA
al ready has could be conbined into one docunent and there is no
need for new research.

REPRESENTATI VE HAVWKER agr eed.
4:05:33 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON observed that the bill has a zero fisca
not e. He inferred that the bill will not require UA to do any
addi ti onal work.

REPRESENTATI VE HAWKER deferred the question to a representative
of UA

4:06: 21 PM

PAT PITNEY, Vice President, Budget and Planning, University of
Al aska, informed the conmttee that the Budget and Planning
office is the source for much of the wuniversity's data,
i ncluding, and beyond, budget requests. She stated that the

intent of the bill is to create a dialog between UA Board of
Regent's nenbers and the l|egislature, beginning in the first
nmonth of each session. Ms. Pitney explained that, because UA
al ready does several reports, including the Al aska teacher
supply and denmand report generated every two or three years, it
will not require additional noney to conply with the bill. She

provi ded an overview that describes pertinent activities by UA
including schools of education at Juneau, Anchorage, and
Fai r banks, each of which provide different prograns ranging from
baccal aureate and master's degrees to secondary prograns. In
addition, the Institute for Social and Econom c Research has
issued a report on how many teachers are graduated by UA, how
many becone teachers, and how many stay in the workforce. MVs.
Pitney indicated that UA provides 30 percent of the teachers
that the state needs. The |argest areas of need are secondary
teachers of science, technology, and math, and for special
education teachers. Furthernore, the turnover at rural schools
is very high. She opined that a request fromthe commttee for
this report would suffice, but passing a |law provides UA the
opportunity for dialog with the legislature about its efforts to

reach its goals. Ms. Pitney recalled that, in FY 08, there was
a re-allocation of funds that allowed the addition of faculty at
the University of Southeast (UAS). This bill would provide an

opportunity for dialog with the legislature, not only about the
budget, but about prograns.
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4:10:56 PM

M5. PITNEY spoke of the elenmentary school program "Future
Teachers of Alaska,"” that was developed in partnership with the
school districts and the Departnment of Education and Early
Devel opnent . This program ains to raise teaching career
awar eness W th el enentary and m ddl e school st udent s.
Furthernore, the teacher nentoring program again in partnership
with DEED, is supporting 300 teachers around the state during
their first and second years of teaching; master teachers trave

to the new teacher's school and have been instrunental in
raising the retention rates. She stressed that the bill wll
give a formal opportunity for the UA Board of Regents to share
informati on about t hese, and ot her, progranms wth the

| egi sl ature.
4:12:37 PM

CHAIR WLSON expressed her concern that instructors need to go
to Bush schools in order to better prepare students for teaching
in rural areas. Many new teachers are hired to teach in rura
areas and do not have the skills to be confident.

4:14: 42 PM

M5. PITNEY pointed out that there is a rural practicum program
initiated in 2007, that provides tw-week to one-senester
internships in rural schools. This is a costly program but
will provide the needed prospective to new teachers. She
stressed that UA nust provide not only training, but teachers
who are willing to take the jobs that are avail able. There is
interest to expand the internships to one year; however, |engthy
i nternships are an obstacle to sone students.

4:16: 47 PM

CHAI R W LSON asked whet her education students are taught to dea
wi th anger managenent.

M5. PITNEY said she would defer questions about curriculum to
t he dean.

4:17:10 PM

REPRESENTATI VE ROSES recalled his nenbership on a conmttee that
researched teacher enhancenent. The group ultimtely created
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the statew de nmentorship program and al so | ooked at the terms of
the prograns and determned that the naster's degree would
include six weeks internship in rural school districts

Representati ve Roses opined that the data needed should include
what UA has determned to be the obstacles to expansion of the
program such as the difficulty of transferring courses. Al so,
there is not enough capacity within UA to accommpdate the
i ncom ng education student's needs for specialty courses such as
sci ence and mat h.

4:20: 24 PM

M5. PITNEY expressed her belief that the report required by HB
274 woul d provide updates on inprovenents that UA has nmade. She
acknow edged that the transferability of credits between majors
will always be a problem M. Pitney assured the commttee that
she will respond to any student's problens of which she is
i nf or med. Turning to the obstacles listed by Representative
Roses, she said that UA is subject to state policy and these
issues wll be best solved by dialog with the |egislature, the
EED, Al aska Post Secondary Education, the Departnent of Labor &
Wor kf orce Devel opnent (DLWD) and other related policy units. She
cited wage inequities.

4:23:26 PM

REPRESENTATI VE FAI RCLOUGH stated her support of the bill should
UA be requested to look at its efforts to supplenent, produce
and retain teachers to work in Alaska. She said that she was
open to a different discussion regarding pay grades and
retirement; however, the fiscal note attached to HB 274 refers
to a joint report and indicates that that there are two
di fferent purposes to this bill. She expressed her
understanding that this bill wll ask what UA is doing, with the
dollars invested by the legislature, to neet the needs of

teachers and teacher retention. Representative Faircl ough
supported the value of the two separate and distinct issues;
however, this legislation will acconplish the first.

4:25:09 PM

M5. PITNEY expressed her support for the larger and broader
guesti on. She agreed that the legislation is focused on the
results of UA prograns and investnents with the understanding
that it is not the whole picture of teacher retention in Al aska.

4:25:35 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE FAIRCLOUGH pointed out an omssion in the
structure of the docunent.

4:27:08 PM

CHAIR WLSON noted the om ssion. She then stated her belief
that the bill should call for results and inprovements in the
Schools of Education prograns. Chair WIson opined that

| egislators want changes in what is being taught and how
teachers are prepared.

4:28:49 PM

M5. PITNEY expl ained that accreditation reports are nmandated by
the state Board of Education and Early Childhood Devel opnent.
Accreditation of schools of education requires a certain
curriculum and followup and outcones assessnent. She invited
the commttee to ask accreditation questions of the deans and of
the faculty; however, this subject may not be at the |evel of
the dialog between the Board of Regents nenbers and the
| egislature required by this bill.

4:30: 30 PM

CHAIR WLSON spoke of another state's requirenents that
prof essors "go out."

4:31: 05 PM

REPRESENTATI VE ROSES noted that the education task force dropped
this subject, but recommended the reestablishnment of a standing
commttee on education, or subconmittees in each body, to
t horoughly investigate education issues. When enacted, early
forward funding will allow the opportunity for legislators to
anal yze the education system He pointed out that HB 274 is
just one of the recommendations to reach the goal of a closer
| ook, by the legislature, at educational issues.

4:32:51 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HAWKER responded to Representative Fairclough's
guestion about the omission in the docunment and said that the
omssion will be handled by the revisor when the statute is
i ncorporated into | aw.

4:33:36 PM
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CHAI R W LSON cl osed testinony on HB 274.
4:33: 47 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON recal l ed that the education task force was
a funding task force and a nunber of issues were brought up
during discussion. He expressed his belief that this is a
subject for overviews that should be presented to the future
standing conmittee on education. Wth a zero fiscal note, he
opined that this legislation wll not do nuch. Representative
Seaton said that he was reluctant to have UA generate a report
that does not receive due notice and he reconmmended that this
i ssue be assigned to the new standing conmttee. Representative
Seaton said that further conversation between UA and the
education commttee will be nore in depth and that he did not
support this |egislation.

4:35:56 PM

REPRESENTATI VE FAI RCLOUGH suggested that the comittee wait
until the senate bill is referred.

4:36: 36 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON clarified that he is not indicating that
the bill should be held for |everage; he stated that his intent
is that there is a need for a standing commttee on education to
address this issue in detail.

4:37:11 PM

REPRESENTATI VE ROSES pointed out that the report will be to the
commttee, not to the entire |egislature. He stated that this
bill will acconplish the objective by requiring this report.

4:38:37 PM

CHAIR WLSON commented that sonme discussions should go before
the main body in order to better inform |egislators about

matters such as social service and education. She announced
that the bill would be held and expressed her belief that this
bill "will not get us where we want to be."

4:39: 37 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE SEATON poi nted out that many reports are given to
|l egislators and are then filed away; overviews presented to
commttees are a better way to relay information. He surm sed
t hat the sponsor agreed.

4:40: 39 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HAWKER offered his belief in the appropriateness
of creating this dialog; however, he said that this is a rare
bill with a single conmttee of referral, and he encouraged
erring on the side of caution.

4:42: 34 PM

[HB 274 was hel d over.]

HB 50-CH LD PLACEMENT COVPACT

4:43: 09 PM

CHAI R WLSON announced that the final order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 50, "An Act relating to the Interstate Conpact
for the Placement of Children; establishing an interstate
comm ssion for the placenent of children; anending Rules 4 and
24, A aska Rules of Gvil Procedure; and providing for an
effective date.”

4. 43: 27 PM
REPRESENTATI VE ROSES noved to adopt CSHB 50, Version 25-

LSO0265\E, M schel, 2/19/08, as a working draft. Hearing no
obj ection, Version E was before the conmttee.

4. 43: 54 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHN COGHI LL, Al aska State Legi sl ature,
informed the commttee that he introduced the bill after hearing
a Council of State Governnents presentation regarding the
Interstate Conpact for the Placenent of Children (ICPQ
Representative Coghill noted that the present day conpact has
failings; however, in reading the new conpact |ast year he

concluded that it held overreaching |anguage that put the state
in the position of surrendering too nmuch sovereignty.
Representative Coghill worked wth other states and the conpact
commi ssioners to solve sone of the problens, although the state
only has the choice to sign on or not, and can not request
changes to the |anguage. He noted that sone of the reasons to
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have an interstate conpact are to get children out of Alaska to
relatives out-of-state, and to arrange for a hone visit out-of-
state for an Al askan parent. Representative Coghill observed
that the old conpact was effective in 1960, and he recommended
that the commttee review and approve HB 50, Version E. Thirty-
five states have to pass the conpact prior to its enactnent and
he stressed that Al aska should nove forward due, in part, to its
transient society and large nunbers of mlitary famlies. The
new conpact will hold Alaska and the other nenbers accountable
and sets effective rules for matters of adoption and child-in-
need- of - ai d. He stressed that admnistration |aws and many of
the rules of adoption and child-in-need-of-aid have changed
significantly over tine. Representative Coghill said that the
American Public Human Services Association was instrunental in
the devel opment of Version E, and he urged the committee to
begin the state's process of entering into the conpact.

4:49:19 PM

REPRESENTATI VE CI SSNA recalled | ooking at changes to a conpact
ei ght years ago.

REPRESENTATI VE COGHI LL responded that there was an anmendnent to
this section in 2003 or 2004; however, there was not a
repl acenent conpact.

4:50: 26 PM

CHAIR WLSON surm sed that this is essentially a new conpact.
REPRESENTATI VE COCHI LL sai d yes.

4:50: 42 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked whether the sponsor statenent of
Sept enber 14, 2007, addresses Version E

REPRESENTATI VE COGHI LL answered that the sponsor statenent does
apply to Version E

4:51:18 PM
REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER poi nted out the menorandum in which the
state attorney general advised Conmm ssioner Karleen Jackson,

Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS), not to adopt
t he conpact.
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4:51:48 PM

RYNNI EVA MOSS, Staff to Representative John Coghill, Al aska
State Legislature, informed the comrittee that the nenorandum
Representative Gardner referred to concerned the old version of
t he conpact.

4:52: 06 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER asked whet her the state attorney
general's office has recommended that Conmm ssioner Jackson sign
the current formof the proposed new conpact.

M5. MOSS said yes. There is an assistant attorney general
avai lable to testify, if needed.

4:52:54 PM

CHAIR WLSON asked whether the nmenorandum from Jean M schel
dat ed Septenber 11, 2007, applied to Version E

M5. MOSS stated that the nmenorandum applied to [Version A].
4:53:40 PM

MARCI A Pl CKERI NG Deputy Conpact Adm nistrator; Social Services
Program Coordinator, Ofice of Children's Services (QOCS)
Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS), advised the
cormmittee of her experience as an Interstate Conpact for the
Pl acenent of Children adm nistrator and read [original
punct uation provided]:

The current conpact was witten in 1959/60 and enacted
by the first state in 1960. Al aska joined in 1976
The conpact was witten before the US created an
interstate highway system before the concept of
Adm ni strative Law, and before the hone use of conputer
t echnol ogy.

The proposed legislation before you offers an
opportunity for states to renew their conmtnment to the
safe and tinely interstate placenents of children in
foster care and nore expedient interstate placenents
for private adoptions.

The new conpact is intended to bring:
Uniformty to the process
Accountability
Conti nued Reciprocity
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and insure Safe and Tinely placenents

And it has been endorsed by the Executive Conmttees of
t he

Nat. Council of State Human Servi ces

Nat . Associ ati on of Publ i c Child Wl fare
Adm ni strators

Nat. Associ ation of Adm nisters of the |ICPC

Ameri can Acadeny of Adoption Attorneys

HI GHLI GHTED CHANGES

PROVI DES FOR
Adm ni strative Rul e maki ng and enf or cenent
Supervi sion services and Accountability
Option of Purchasing Services / HS and Supervi sion
Uni form Data Col l ection and Info Sharing
Gui delines involving Tribal Governnents
Now 2 Type of Placenent Evaluations, uniformty
Hone Study
Assessment
Provi des for Provisional Approvals, (assessnents)
Specifies Choice of Law regarding interstate
i ssues
Rule Making /applicability of ICPC to US arned
Servi ce Menbers

DELETED:

Applicability to private parent placenents, wth
rel ati ves and non-

relatives, when the placenment will not result in
an adopti on.

Applicability to private parent placenments to a
residential program

Applicability to Foreign Adoptions
4:55: 39 PM
CHAI R W LSON asked for an explanation of "admi nistrative rules."”
4:55:46 PM

M5. PICKERI NG explained that the adm nistrative rules wll be
created and published, subject to public coment, and that there
will be input from stakeholders. The rules are also subject to
change by a majority of state |egislatures. Presently, w thout
adm nistrative law, the state's representatives would neet and
make adm nistrative decisions without the force of law, this |ed
to different interpretations and disputes between states. MVs.
Pi ckering continued to explain that the new conpact calls for an
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interstate comm ssion to enforce uniformty, accountability, and

continued reciprocity, and wll ensure the safe and tinely
pl acenment of children. Presently, there are nmany del ays due to
the differences between policies from state to state. The new
conpact has been endorsed by the executive commttees of: t he

Arerican Public Human Services Association, the National
Associ ation  of Public Child Wlfare Admnistrators, t he
adm nistrators of the Interstate Conpact for the Placenent of
Chil dren, and the Anmerican Acadeny of Adoption Attorneys (AAAA).

4:58: 01 PM

M5. PICKERING highlighted the changes in the new conpact and
said that it now provides for: adm ni strative rule making and
enf orcenent ; supervi sion servi ces, including frequency and

content; the option to purchase honme study services; uniform
data collection and information sharing; guidelines involving
tribal governnent; guidelines on assessnents; and provisional
approval s.

5:00: 22 PM

REPRESENTATI VE Cl SSNA shared her experience that children who go
out-of -state wi thout a proper hone study are at ri sk.

5:01: 54 PM

V. PICKERING agreed that case workers need to request
sufficient information for proper placenent; a placenent should
not be made with an insufficient honme study. During out-of -
state placenment there is also the risk of placing a child
wi t hout knowi ng about the provision of nedical care and other
servi ces.

5:02: 53 PM
REPRESENTATI VE Cl SSNA asked whet her the new conpact will provide
for continued contact between a child placed out-of-state and a

former foster parent.

M5. PICKERING responded that the conpact does not address

continuing relationships for the child. She expressed her
belief that this is an issue for the parties involved and the
case worker. Ms. Pickering continued to explain that the new

conpact specifies the choice of |law regarding interstate issues.
In answer to a question, she further explained that, wth a
private adoption, the receiving state's adoption laws wll take
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pr ecedence. In addition, the new conpact deletes its
applicability to private parent placenments with relatives and
non relatives, when the placenent does not result in adoption.

5:05:17 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER referred to Indian Custodianship, a
Native famly and federal law that allows a person to give
tenporary, custodian, gqguardianship for a child at wll. She
asked whether this |aw applies across state borders.

MS. PICKERI NG opined that this issue would have to be addressed
on an individual basi s. Furt her nor e, she said she was
unfamliar with this law and its effect in other states.

5:06:46 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER re-stated that this is a federal |aw and
that it is revocable at will.

5:07: 01 PM

MS. PICKERI NG continued to say that the new conpact al so del etes
private parent placenent to residential progranms and renoves the
requirenent that the Division of Juvenile Justice, Ofice of
Children's Services, needs to give approval to place a child in

a residential program The final changes are that foreign
adoptions are no longer required to conply with the conpact and
that there will be a requirenent for oversight of the conpact by

a state advisory commttee.
5:08: 04 PM
REPRESENTATI VE CISSNA recalled that [the Bring the Kids Hone

Progran] is a party to the placement of children in out-of-state
private residential treatnent centers.

M5. PICKERI NG agreed that the Bring the Kids Hone Project is an
effort to analyze the comunity treatnent of kids as an
alternative to sending them out-of-state.

5:09:46 PM

REPRESENTATI VE CI SSNA asked whether there is a contradiction
bet ween the conpact and the Bring the Kids Honme Project.
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CHAIR WLSON offered that, before kids are sent out-of-state,
t here nust be an eval uati on.

5:10: 11 PM

REPRESENTATI VE ClI SSNA asked whether M. Pickering was doing
eval uati ons.

MS. Pl CKERI NG sai d no.

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER requested a copy of M. Pickering's
t esti nony.

[ Al t hough not formally stated, HB 50 was heard and hel d. ]

5:10: 36 PM

ADJ QURNIVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Heal t h, Education and Social Services Standing Conmittee*

neeti ng was adjourned at 5:10 p. m

5:10: 58 PM
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