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HOUSE BI LL NO. 289

"An Act exenpting enployers from paying unenploynent tax for
crewrenbers on fishing vessels that respond or prepare to
respond to, or that prepare for or engage in an energency or
practice drill response to, an oil spill; and providing for an
effective date.”
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Depart ment of Labor & Workforce Devel opnent (DLWVD)

Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified with official support for CSHB
289.

TOM COLBY, Marine Team Leader

Al aska Tanker Conpany (ATC)

Val dez, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 289.

BETTY SCHORR, Program Manager

| ndustry Preparedness & Pipeline Program

Division of Spill Prevention & Response

Depart ment of Environnmental Conservation (DEC)

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: During hearing on HB 289, responded to
gquesti ons.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

CHAIR PAUL SEATON called the House Special Conmittee on
Fisheries neeting to order at 8:43:44 AM Representati ves
Seat on, Johansen, Hol nes, and Edgnon were present at the call to
or der.

HB 289- EMPLOYMENT TAX EXEMPTI ON: SPI LL RESPONSE

CHAI R SEATON announced that the only order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 289, "An Act exenpting enployers from paying
unenpl oynent tax for crewrenbers on fishing vessels that respond
or prepare to respond to, or that prepare for or engage in an
energency or practice drill response to, an oil spill; and
providing for an effective date."

8:44: 05 AM

CHAI R SEATON explained the <changes found in the conmmttee
substitute (CS): i ncorporation of the anmendnent adopted at the
previous hearing (1/23/08), which restricts applicability to
only fishing vessels that engage in harvesting aquatic life, in
[ paragraph] (17), page 5 lines 12-20,; and adds a new definition
for the term “tenporary,” as “a period of Iless than seven
continuous days,” in [paragraph] (22), page 6 line 23; and
i ncludes the necessary title change.

PAULA SCAVERA, Special Assistant, Ofice of the Comm ssioner,
Departnment of Labor & Workforce Devel opnent (DLWD), said she had
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reviewed the proposed CS, and stated official DLW support for
HB 289, as anended.

TOM COLBY, Marine Team Leader, Alaska Tanker Conpany (ATCO),
provi ded support for HB 289, on behalf of ATC. He said that the
fishing vessel contracts are very inportant to rmaintain
conpliance with the [oil spill response] contingency plan. He
stressed that using fishing vessels, in the case of a spill, is
good for all affected entities, and results in a nore robust
response.

REPRESENTATI VE HOLMES asked if he deens the definition for
“tenporary services,” to be adequate, and providing a sufficient
time span for short termspill response.

MR. COLBY offered that the training and drills do not exceed
seven days, which is what the legislation is intended to
addr ess. In the case of an actual spill, the vessels nmay be
enpl oyed for nonths, and the exenption is not intended to cover
that activity.

CHAI R SEATON agr eed.

BETTY SCHORR, Program Manager, Industry Preparedness & Pipeline
Program Division of Spill Prevention & Response, Departnent of
Envi r onment al Conservati on, concurred that the seven day
parameter would be sufficient for training/drills. To a follow
up question she said that there do not appear to by any
outstanding questions or concerns regarding the proposed
| egi sl ati on.

8:50: 56 AM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHANSEN noved to adopt CSHB 289, Version 25-
LS1182\M Wayne, 1/25/08, as the working docunent.

There being no objection, Version Mwas before the commttee.
CHAI R SEATON cl osed public testinony.

8:51:29 AM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHANSEN noved to report CSHB 289, Version 25-
LS1182\M Wayne, 1/25/08, out of conmttee wth individual
recommendati ons and the acconpanying zero fiscal note. There

bei ng no objection CSHB 289(FSH) was noved out the House Speci al
Conm ttee on Fisheries.
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8:51: 59 AM

CHAI R SEATON announced future agenda itens.

ADJ QURNIVENT

There being no further business before the conmttee, the House

Special Conmmttee on Fisheries neeting was adjourned at 8:52
a.m
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