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PREVI QUS COMM TTEE ACTI ON
No previous action to record
W TNESS REGQ STER

BRI AN ALLEE, Ph.D., D rector

Al aska Sea G ant

School of Fisheries and Ocean Sci ences

Uni versity of Al aska Fairbanks

Fai r banks, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Presented Sea Gant Crab Enhancenent
Proj ect overview.

JEFF HETRI CK, Director

Alutiiq Pride Shellfish Hatchery

Mbose Pass, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented Alutiiq Pride Shellfish Hatchery
overvi ew.

HEATHER MCCARTY, Central Bering Sea Fishernmen’s Association
( CBSFA)
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Juneau, Al aska
PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: O fered comments regarding the Sea G ant
Enhancenent Proj ect.

ARNI THOVSON, Executive Director

Al aska Crab Coalition;

Uni ted Fi shernen of Al aska (UFA)

Seattl e, Washington

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: O fered comments regarding the Sea G ant
Enhancenent Project.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

REPRESENTATI VE KYLE JOHANSEN cal l ed the House Special Committee
on Fisheries neeting to order at 8:41:09 AM Represent ati ves
Johnson, LeDoux, and Edgnon were present at the call to order.

OVERVI EW SEA CGRANT CRAB ENHANCEMENT PRQIECT/ ALUTI Q PRI DE
HATCHERY

8:41: 24 AM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHANSEN announced that the only order of
busi ness would be to hear an overview from the Sea G ant Crab
Enhancenent Project in conjunction wth the Autiq Pride
Hat chery.

BRIAN ALLEE, Ph.D., Director, Alaska Sea Gant, School of
Fi sheries and Ccean Sciences, University of Al aska Fairbanks,
began by directing attention to handouts entitled “Alaska King
Crab Research and Rehabilitation Program” and “Alaska Crab
Stock Enhancenment and Rehabilitation Wrkshop Proceedings.”
Alaska Sea Gant’s web site also offers a nunber of docunents
regarding the king crab initiative.

8:43: 05 AM

DR. ALLEE, referring to a slide presentation titled
“Presentation to the Al aska State House of Representatives
Special Committee on Fisheries, Brian Allee, Ph.D., Director,

Alaska Sea Gant, University of Al aska Fairbanks, School of

Fisheries and (Ocean Sciences, Alaska Sea G ant Program
Assessnent, Septenber 2006,” stated that one of the strategic
goals of the Alaska Sea Grant Programis to enhance and inprove
the profitability and viability of Al aska s commercial fisherman
and fishing conmmunities. Al aska’s Sea Grant program is one of

30 in the United States. He explained that this program
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devel ops and supports research, educat i on, and extension
progranms, in order to inplenment research in coastal comunities.
This programis directed at coastal communities, in the marine,
estuarine environnent, and the coastal watersheds of Al aska.
Moving on to Slide 4, he explained that this is a “grassroots
initiative,” with regard to king crab rehabilitation. Fishernen
from Kodi ak and Pribilof Island requested that Al aska Sea G ant
convene an international wirkshop in Mrch of 2006. Thi s
meeting resulted in a consensus for Alaska to pursue king crab
ocean ranchi ng. He explained the process of ocean ranching,
noting that this is different from ocean farm ng. He conpared
this to sal non ocean ranching, and noted that the state has the
| argest salnon ocean ranching program in the world. Thi s
program is run by private, non-profit organizations. He stated
that this could possibly be inplenented across the state. These
proceedi ngs have been publi shed.

8:46: 09 AM

DR. ALLEE went on to say that the Steering Commttee has
expressed enthusi asm He said that it is “pretty exciting when
you get a nunber of coastal comunities and fisherman groups

and people interested in initiatives such as this.” Ref erri ng
to a handout titled “Alaska King Crab Research  and
Rehabilitation Program” he said that this shows that the
fishery was a “boom and bust” system Kodi ak has not had a
fishery in 20 years, and in the Pribilof Islands it has been
| ess than ten years. The notivation is to try and rehabilitate
stocks that are not recovering. Returning to the slide
presentation, he stated that scientific partnerships are being
devel oped. He then detailed these partnerships. He pointed out
significant research initiatives, which include king crab
culture t echnol ogy transfer from National Cceani c and
At nospheric Admnistration fisheries and the University of
Massachusetts, genetic mass narketing, and graduate and research
technicians. In regard to genetics, he said:

One of the nore exciting aspects of the program is
wor ki ng on the genetics of these crab popul ations, and
characterizing the parent population where we're

obtai ning brood stocks. We’ve got brood stock from
Alitak Bay in Kodiak [for red king crab], and ... from
the Pribilof Islands for blue king crab. ... Taking
the brood stock in their native habitat, 15 fenales
are down at the hatchery at this tine. So, we're
characterizing - and wll be overtime - those
popul ati ons. And then, we're going to fingerprint -
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or genotype - the hatchery juveniles. And that wll
effectively be a mass-nmark. It’s very inmportant to
have that ... capability, so that we can nonitor the
success of this program over tine. And see how these
hat chery- produced, ocean ranched juveniles, contribute
to the fishery and survive.

8:50: 57 AM

DR. ALLEE went on to say that the Alutiiq Pride Shellfish
Hatchery is the only shellfish hatchery in Al aska. Thi s
hat chery  has hat chery  experti se, culture equi prent and
facilities, and algal and artem a cultures. He then discussed
the status and future approach of the hatchery. The red king
crab females are currently hatching, while blue king crab
femal es are expected in 1-2 nonths. He explained the three
phases of future grow h: larval culture; nursery culture; and

post release stinulation of wild out-stocking.
8:55:46 AM

DR, ALLEE then discussed the program budget. The existing
budget includes “bootstrap contributions” of $226 thousand, wth
$303 thousand in obligated funds for fiscal year 2008 (FY 08).
The | egislature provided funding for the Alutiiq Pride Shellfish
Hatchery for a total of $75 thousand in FY 07, and a request was
made for $250 thousand for FY O08. The FY 08 request is for
mul tiple species; however, $120 thousand is for blue and red
ki ng crab. Additionally, there is a congressional request for
over $1 million. In total, this is a three-year program using
$2.5 million to get the program started.

8:57:40 AM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON asked whether this is part of the Seward
Sea Life Center.

DR ALLEE replied that this is a separate facility. He stated
there will be an open house at the shellfish hatchery on March
24, 2007, which legislators are invited to attend.

8:58:43 AM
JEFF HETRICK, Director, Alutiiq Pride Shellfish Hatchery, stated
that he would be discussing the crab project and how it has

progressed over the past 6 nonths. The hatchery received brood
stock from the Kodiak area in July of the previous year, which
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is being held at the Seward Marine Center. Brood stock was
received from the Pribilof Islands in Novenber. The crabs are
currently being noved from the Seward WMarine Center to the
Shel | fi sh Hatchery. The Alutiig Pride Shellfish Hatchery was
constructed from crimnal settlenent noney from the Exxon
Val dez. There was a year-long site planning process. He stated
that originally, the hatchery was also to be a research center,
and was to be called the Mariculture Technical Center (MIC).
The intention was to have a portion of the facility dedicated to
research on energent species, which mght sonmeday fuel the
mariculture industry in Alaska. In reality, the hatchery itself
has functioned as the MIC, with no real research conponent.
This project utilizes the MIC space, which helps to augnent
funding shortages that have been faced for the past ten years,
as well as maxim zing the production of the facility. In the
past 4-5 nonths, he said, two crab nodules have been
constructed. The blue king crab and red king crab are separated
due to requirenents of the Al aska Departnent of Fish & Gane
(ADF&G) . The hatchery is focusing on taking the nethods used in

Kodi ak, and applying these to a l|arger scale. Several groups
are involved in the project. He stated that the goals are two-
fold. The research will be applied to a larger scale, and nass
culture will be considered.

9:04: 25 AM

MR HETRICK, in response to a question from Representative

Edgnon, stated that the permtting process is often contentious,
but the transport permts were received for noving the crab.
The current permts do not allow for the release of the

juveniles, as it is not know how they wll behave once
rel eased. There are also questions regarding the technique that
will be used to mark the crabs. He pointed out that coded wre
tags are used to mark salnon; however, <crabs nolt, which
requires a different nmethod. He stated that the advances in
genetic research allow the crabs to be tracked back to parenta
origin. In the future, permts will be needed to nove shellfish

around the state.

9:06:41 AM

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX asked if there is any reason to believe
that the rel eased crab woul d behave differently than crabs woul d

normal Iy behave in the wld.

9:07: 02 AM
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MR. HETRICK replied that he suspects them to behave simlarly.

If the culture technique is successful, the hatchery has a
series of experinents to observe the behavior, although this is
still an artificial environment. He explained that the hatchery

is avoiding the nortality and cannibalism that would occur in
the wild.

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX pointed out that these <crabs are
genetically identical to crab that is raised in the wld.

MR. HETRICK agreed, noting that the only difference is that the
crab entered into an artificial facility.

9: 08: 04 AM

REPRESENTATI VE EDGVON inquired as to how “cutting edge” the
effort is, and whether this is being done el sewhere in the US.

MR. HETRICK opined that it is cutting edge. There is research

bei ng done worl d-w de. Donmestically, there has been a |ot of
work involving |obster and blue crab, and the techniques are
very simlar. Russia has a hatchery manual that the Al utiigq
Pride Shellfish Hatchery is trying to utilize, He stated that
Alaska is “a little behind.” The everyday technology of the
hatchery is “pretty straightforward.” He surm sed, then, that

the key is going to be the out-planting and managenent, which
nmust be faced once the crabs are rel eased.

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON inquired as to whether there is a way to
utilize the farmng aspect of enclosing an area, or a way to
control the environnent so that the raised crabs do not escape.

MR. HETRICK replied that Russia intends to farm crab, as does
South Aneri ca. He described a nethod used by the Japanese,

whi ch divides the ocean floor into regions. These regions are
then managed through the fisheries. Once the «crabs are
rel eased, <cannibalism wll be the biggest challenge. He
guesti oned whether they should be released after this stage is
over, when it is assuned that the survival would be higher. He
stated that he does not anticipate holding them in any type of
container, and said “lI think once they're released, they're
rel eased.”

9:12: 03 AM

HEATHER MCCARTY, Central Bering Sea Fishernmen’s Association
(CBSFA) stated that the CBSFA was involved in requesting the
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wor kshop held in March of 2006, and is currently on the steering
comittee. She stated that the Pribilof blue king crab stocks
have declined precipitously. On St. Paul Island, one of the
maj or econom c forces is the crab fishery. The residents of the
island are interested in |learning nore about what has happened
to the blue king crab, and why they are not thriving, in
addition to whether they can be rehabilitated. She stated that
t he CBSFA has contributed a significant anount of noney to this
project, one of which was the cost of collecting the brood-
stock. She offered thanks for this program and the possibility
of restoring these crab.

9:14: 38 AM
ARNI THOVSON, Executive Director, Alaska Crab Coalition, United

Fishermen of Alaska (UFA), stated that the association 1is
ent husiastic to see this project go forward. The UFA letter of

record supports the effort. The project does not introduce a
new species, and this program would benefit comunities from
Sout heast Al aska to None. The king and tanner crab research

over the years have been enlightening, and the workshop held in
Kodi ak was a continuation of the education he gained through the
ASG program He then referred to page 15 of the Alaska Crab
Stock Enhancement and Rehabilitation booklet, stating that the
author of this article gave a presentation at the aforenentioned
wor kshop. He explained that this is a case study on how to grow
king crab in captivity, which the Russians have been doi ng since
2000. Referring to a handout entitled “National Mar i ne
Fi sheries Service Fisheries Statistics and Econom cs Division,”
he explained that this shows the total inports of king crab into
t he US. He brought attention to the inports from the Russian
Federation, which totaled $277 mllion worth of king crab
inported into the US from Russia. He explained that Russia took
crab from the Barents Sea and introduced them into the North

Atl antic Ccean. Alaska is conpeting with this on the world
mar ket . Pointing out that Alaska s total production of king
crab for the sane year was an estimated $65 mllion, he opined

that Al aska needs to take a |look at this and do what needs to be
done to rejuvenate the depressed stocks.

9:20: 21 AM
REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON offered his understanding that in 1959

the Russians “picked up sone crab and dropped them into the
ocean” w thout any resulting di seases or problens.

HOUSE FSH COW TTEE -7- February 21, 2007



MR. THOMBON replied that there is controversy regardi ng what has
been done; however, this has becone a “huge cash crop” for
Russi a. Norway and Russia negotiate quotas of the king crab,
with Norway taking a smaller quota. He pointed out that the
average weight of these crabs is 10 pounds, which is three
pounds | arger than Al askan king crab. He stated that there has
been controversy in the Norwegian sector, with both pro and con
in the Norwegian parlianent. He explained that there is a
policy of eradication in sonme areas and an |IFQ fishery in part
of the sector. He agreed that this species is not native to the
af orenenti oned ar ea.

9:21:54 AM

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX  asked for clarification of t he
af orenmenti oned eradi cation policy.

MR. THOMSON explained that there is a line which has an |FQ

Fishery on its East, and an open fishery on the Wst. In
response to an additional question, he explained that wthin
this context, *“eradicate” neans to wpe out the species,

recogni zing that the species is invasive.

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX asked what affect the king crab has had on
the native species in the area.

MR. THOMBON shared his wunderstanding that there is concern
regarding the king crab consum ng |arge anmounts of l|arvae, in
addition to getting caught in fishing nets, which causes
probl ems when the nets are brought back onto the boat.

9:24:04 AM

ADJ QURNVENT

There being no further business before the conmttee, the House
Special Comrittee on Fisheries neeting was adjourned at 9:24
a. m
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