HOUSE FI NANCE COMM TTEE
April 9, 2008
5:45 P. M

CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chair Chenault called the House Finance Comm ttee neeting
to order at 5:45:10 PM

VEMBERS PRESENT

Representative M ke Chenault, Co-Chair
Representative Bill Stoltze, Vice-Chair
Representative Harry Crawford
Representative Les Gara

Representati ve M ke Hawker

Representati ve Reggi e Joul e
Representative Mke Kelly
Representative Bill Thomas Jr.

MEMBERS ABSENT

Representative Kevin Meyer, Co-Chair
Representative Richard Foster
Representative Mary Nel son

ALSO PRESENT

Pet e Eckl und, Staff, Representative Kevi n Meyer ;
Represent ati ve Wodi e Sal non; Representative Faircl ough.

PRESENT VI A TELECONFERENCE

M chael Mel i el o, President, Chugiak Eagle Chanber O
Commerce; Beth Landon, Director, Al aska Center Rural Health,
University of Al aska, Anchorage (UAA); Cynthia Henry, Board
O Regents, University of Al aska, Fairbanks (UAF); Jim
Czarnezki, Soldotna; Rodney Cark, President, Goose Lake
Foundat i on, Anchor age; M ke Navarr e, Arctic Power ,
Anchorage; David Smith, North Sl ope Borough Rural Villages,
Anchorage ; Gary O son, Chairman, Al aska Mose Federation,
Al aska; Kathy Mrgan, Tok Community Unbrella Corp.

GENERAL SUBJECT(S) :

Vice-Chair Stoltze MOVED to ADOPT Wirk Draft for HCS for SB
221(FIN), 25-GS2007\N, Kane, 4/9/08 (Copy on File). There
bei ng NO OBJECTIQN, it was so ordered.

5:46: 47 PM

PETE ECKLUND, STAFF, REPRESENTATIVE KEVIN MEYER, explained
the bill spreadsheet (from *“2008 Legislature, Capital
Budget, House District Summary,” Copy on File). New sections
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have been added to make the bill nore understandable. He
hi ghl i ght ed:

* Sec. 4: Slowtrack suppl enment al

e Sec. 7: Fornerly vetoed projects

e Sec. 10: Itens added by the House and Governor
* Sec. 13: Itens added by the Senate and Gover nor
* Sec. 16: Cruise ship inpact funds

* Sec. 19: Informational, including projects in the
General Obligation Transportation Bond bill

M. Ecklund pointed out that in the Senate $447 million
worth of Governor’s priorities were added into the version
of the Capital Budget, as well as $224 nillion of House
menbers’ priorities.

Representative Gara asked if the $447 and $224 million was a
combi nati on of General Fund, other and federal funds. He
asked what the totals were for non-federal funds. M.
Eckl und answered that for the Governor, $285 mllion was
Ceneral Fund, $48 mllion was federal, and $114 mllion was
other. Al the funds were state funds in the itens added by
t he Legi sl ature.

Co- Chair Chenault OPENED PUBLI C TESTI MONY.

The following overview was taken in log note format. All
testifiers testified via tel econference. Handouts will be on
file with the House Finance Conmttee through the 25th
Legi sl ative Session, contact 465-6814. After the 25th
Legislative Session they wll be available through the
Legi sl ative Library at 465-3808.

TI VE SPEAKER DI SCUSSI ON

5:50: 00 PM | M CHAEL Asked for an additional $2 mllion for
MELI ELO, the Eagle R ver Town Center project,
PRESI DENT, which would revitalize the town core.
CHUG AK EAGLE It would house the police station,
CHAMBER OF library, nedical facilities, and other
COMVERCE depart nents.
Vi ce-Chair Spoke to an anendnent being offered
Stoltze regardi ng the project.

5:52: 54 PM | BETH LANDON, Requested  $250,000 for a program
DI RECTCR, preparing youth for |local health-care

ALASKA CENTER |jobs, called “A Heck of a Summrer.” The
RURAL HEALTH, funds will not go to the University but

UAA to four health organizations.
5:56:14 PM | CYNTH A HENRY, |Supported the revised nunber of $44
BOARD OF mllion for badl y needed maj or

REGENTS, UAF, mai ntenance for University facilities.
FAI RBANKS The Board would |like stability in
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funding for the University to neet
i ncreasing needs in Alaska for trained
skills.
5:59:15 PM | JI M CZARNEZKI , | Requested addi ng $200,000 for the Kena
SOLDOTNA Ri ver Public Use Study which addresses
crowding on the river, the first step
required before DNR can address the
| ssue of crowdi ng.
6:00:12 PM | RODNEY CLARK, Request ed appropriation for nmuch needed
PRESI DENT, | nprovenents to the buildings at Goose
GOCSE LAKE Lake Par k, a facilities used
FOUNDATI ON, extensively by at-risk youth.
ANCHORAGE
6:03:19 PM | M KE NAVARRE, Requested $250,000 for Arctic Power to
ARCTI C POVER, increase the staff in D.C to track
ANCHORACE threat of the Arctic National WIldlife
Ref uge being designated as a w | derness
ar ea.
6:06:18 PM | DAVID SM TH, Stated concerns about Sec. 32, Gty of
NORTH SLOPE Nui gsut youth recreation budgeted for
BOROUGH RURAL $50, 000. The reduction would cut the
VI LLAGES, staff in half; they need an additiona
ANCHORAGE $100,000. The city of Winwight has
nore population than the cities of
At gasuk and Nuiqsut conbined, vyet is
allotted far |ess noney. They need an
addi ti onal $100, 000.
6: 08: 39 PM | GARY OLSON, Asked for an appropriation for Mdose
CHAI RVAN, Mtigation Strategies Wi t hin t he
ALASKA MOCSE Department of Transportation Strategic
FEDERATI ON, H ghway Safety Plan to address on-going
ALASKA collisions caused by nopose on the
hi ghways. Lives are at stake. They need
$545, 000 for equipnment; $548,000 for
personnel and over head, including fuel.
6:12: 20 PM | KATHY MORGAN, Requested $7 to 10 mllion for a
TOK COVMUNI TY project turning spruce trees in extrene
UVMBRELLA wi | dfire danger into chips to be burned
CORPCRATI ON in wood-chip boilers to heat public
bui | di ngs. The pr oj ect woul d
significantly reduce fire danger and
heating <costs for six communities,
create a | ocal sustainable econony, and
i nprove the health of the forest.
6:14: 27 PM | AT EASE
6:15: 47 PM | RECONVENE
Co- Chair PUBLI C TESTI MONY CLOSED.
Chenaul t
6:16: 33 PM | RECESSED SB 221 was HEARD and HELD in Commttee
for further consideration.
7:32:43 PM | ADJOURNVENT The neeting was adjourned at 7:33 PM

House Fi nance Conmmittee

3 04/09/08 5:45 P. M




House Fi nance Conmmittee 4 04/09/08 5:45 P. M



