HOUSE FI NANCE COW TTEE
March 31, 2008
6:13 P.M

CALL TO ORDER

Co- Chair Meyer called the House Finance Conmittee neeting to
order at 6:13:44 PM

MVEMBERS PRESENT

Representative Kevin Meyer, Co-Chair
Representative M ke Chenault, Co-Chair
Representative Bill Stoltze, Vice-Chair
Representative Harry Crawford
Representative Les Gara

Representati ve M ke Hawker

Representati ve Reggi e Joul e
Representative Bill Thomas Jr.

MEMBERS ABSENT

Representative Richard Foster
Representative M ke Kelly
Representative Mary Nel son

PRESENT VI A TELECONFERENCE

Cynthia Henry, Vice Chair, Uni versity, Board of Regents,
Fai r banks; Kathy Morgan, Tok Conmunity Unbrella Corporation,
Tok; Jeff Hermans, Division of Forestry, Departnent of
Nat ur al Resour ces, Anchor age; Doug Penn, Area wde
Principle, Chugiak School District, Chugiak; Jason Gazewood,
Lawyer, Board Menber for Fairbanks Counseling Adoption,
Fai r banks; Mchelle Dewtt, Di rector, Tanana Wonen’s
Coalition (TWC), Bethel; Dave Trantham Self, Bethel; Ed
Zastrow, President of the Local AARP Chapter, Al aska
Conmi ssion on Aging, Ketchikan; Bob Winstein, Myor, City
of Ket chi kan

GENERAL SUBJECT(S) :

The followng overview was taken in log note fornmat.

Handouts will be on file wth the House Finance Committee
through the 25th Legislative Session, contact 465-6814.
After the 25th Legislative Session they wll be available

t hrough the Legislative Library at 465-3808.
STATEW DE PUBLI C TESTI MONY ON THE CAPI TAL BUDGET

#HB311
LTI MVE | SPEAKER | DI SCUSSI ON |
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6:15: 20 PM | CYNTH A HENRY
VI CE CHAI R,
UNI VERSI TY,
BOARD OF
REGENTS,

FAI RBANKS

Testified in support of maintenance
funding of $40 nmillion dollars to be
used for the University renovation and
renewal projects. The funding would be
used to address nmjor mai nt enance
including roof repairs and nechanica

needs.

She worried about t he reduction
proposed in the Senate, which would
place the University in a difficult
situation. The public expects the
Uni versity to mai nt ai n their
facilities; it is difficult to attract
new students if the facilities are not
kept up.

Ms. Henry urged favorabl e consideration
of the nunber proposed by the Governor.

6:18:30 PM | Vice-Chair
Stoltze

Request ed addi ti onal comment s on
fundi ng requests for the sport conpl ex.

6:19:04 PM | Ms. Henry

Clarified that the sports center was
not considered a priority at present
tinme; instead, the science building at
Uni versity of Al aska—Fairbanks (UAF) is
the highest priority. She mai nt ai ned
that academics are easier to sell
potential students. The Board has not
taken a position on the sports facility
and reiterated that the University's
nunber one priority is the Biological
Sci ences bui | di ng.

6:20: 12 PM | Representative
Thonmas

Inquired regarding requested funding
for the $45 nillion dollar research
vessel . Co-Chair Meyer noted those
were federal funds.

6:21:41 PM | KATHY  MORGAN,
TOK  COMMUNI TY
UMBRELLA
CORPORATI ON

Testified in support of funding for the
Upper Tanana Valley Renewable Energy
Initiative capital inprovenent project.
She indicated concerns for fire safety
protection in that community, which
would be addressed by renoving the
fuel .

The funding woul d provide for equipnent
and materials for renmoving fuel and
then using it to heat public buildings.
She sunmmari zed t hat fundi ng t he
incremental request would essentially
save the State noney.

6:23:32 PM | Co-Chair
Chenaul t

Asked if the request had noved through
a public neeting process in Tok. MVe.
Morgan replied there have been neetings
t hroughout the area, including Tok.

6:24:25 PM | Co-Chair
Chenaul t

Questi oned i f Me. Mor gan had
di scussi ons Wt h any envi ronnent al
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groups regarding cutting down trees for
the project. Ms. Morgan responded,
there are no organized environmnental
groups in that area. The trees need to
be cut as they are creating a danger
and are past naturity.

6:25:38 PM | Co-Chair
Chenaul t

Mentioned the difficulties in his
community for initiating such projects
unl ess endor sed by envi ronnent al
gr oups.

6:26:35 PM | JEFF  HERVANS
Dl VI SI ON OF
FORESTRY
DEPARTMENT  OF
NATURAL
RESOURCES,
ANCHORACE

Testified in support of Upper Tanana
Val | ey Renewabl e Energy Initiative. He
noted his experience in the field. He
explained that wldfires threaten Tok
and the seven surrounding villages and
comunities. Those fires <create a
great cost to the State of Al aska and
Its residents.

M. Hermans said that the State of
Al aska has spent over $50 mllion
dollars in the last 25 years on fire
suppression, which does not include
costs to the federal governnent.

He reiterated t he i nportance of
supporting the Upper Tanana Valley
Renewabl e Energy Initiative for safety
reasons as well as «creating a cost
savings for the State.

6: 29: 37 PM | DOUG PENN,
AREA- W DE
PRI NCI PLE

CHUG AK  SCHOOL
DI STRI CT,

CHUG AK

Requested funds to address the critical
roof repair needs at the Wittier
Conmunity School . The roof is at a
pl ace of continued deterioration due to
the harsh wnter conditions and the
snow |l oad. Now, it has becone a safety
hazard to both the structural integrity
of the facility and the students.

The project was submtted to the
Depart ment of Education and Early
Devel opnent for the past several years.
If the roof is not repaired soon, the
fear is that nuch greater damage wl|l
occur to the building structure.

He requested that the budget be
approved W th t he VWhittier r oof
renovati on project included.

6:31: 05 PM | Representative
Hawker

Inquired the ranking position for the
project on the Departnment of Education
and Early Developnent priority |list.
M. Penn responded that it is currently
|listed as #3 on that |ist.

6:31:46 PM | JASON
GAZEWOOD
LAWER, BOARD

Poi nt ed out t hat t he Interior
del egati on has requested approxi mately
$150 thousand dollars for energency
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VEMBER FOR|funds from the Capital budget for the
FAI RBANKS Fai r banks Counsel i ng Agency.
COUNSELI NG He noted the organization provides
ADOPTI ON, services to t he comunity in
FAI RBANKS determining ways to bring fanmlies
together through adoption services;
counseling services are also offered.
Utimately, the organization assists
the State.
He highlighted the anmount of federal
dollars, which had been lost to the
proj ect .
6:34:18 PM | M CHELLE Testified in support for a new facility
DEW TT, construction request in the anount of
DI RECTOR, $1.5 nmillion dollars. Currently, the
TANANA WOMVEN S| Center has roof danage, which has
COALI TI ON created a dangerous situation in
(TWC), BETHEL Bet hel . She urged | egislative support
for the funding.
6:35:27 PM | DAVE TRANTHAM |Testified in support of funding dollars
SELF, BETHEL to address the fire station roof, which
now has structural danmage resulting
fromthe | eakage.
6:36:32 PM |ED ZASTROW | Addressed the |ack of senior housing.
ALASKA He wurged greater State support for
COWM SSION ON|funding to the Al aska Housing Finance
AG NG, Corporation (AHFC), an agency that can
PRESI DENT OF | hel p address statew de needs.
THE LOCAL AARP | He directed additional comments to high
CHAPTER, energy costs for fuel paid by the
KETCHI KAN seni or popul ati on.
M. Zastrow made a plea that sone sort
of energy assistance grants be provided
for the State’'s seniors.
6:39:39 PM | BOB WEINSTEIN, | Encouraged support for t he House
MAYOR, CITY OF [Finance Conmttee to Ilook at loca
KETCHI KAN i nfrastructure needs. Due to the high
price of fuel, it has becone nore
I nportant to enhance the capital budget
for addressing | ocal needs.
6:41: 45 PM | AT EASE
6: 56: 34 PM | RECONVENE
6:56:37 PM | Co-Chair Meyer [Noted that there would be further
opportunities for public testinony
taken on the capital budget later in
t he week.
ADJ QURNVENT
The neeti ng
was  adj our ned
at 6:58 P.M
#
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