HOUSE FI NANCE COWM TTEE
February 25, 2008
1:45 P. M

CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chair Chenault called the House Finance Comm ttee neeting
to order at 1:45:09 PM

VEMBERS PRESENT

Representative M ke Chenault, Co-Chair
Representative Kevin Meyer, Co-Chair
Representative Bill Stoltze, Vice-Chair
Representative Harry Crawford
Representative Les Gara

Representati ve M ke Hawker

Representati ve Reggi e Joul e
Representative Mke Kelly
Representative Mary Nel son
Representative Bill Thomas Jr.

MEMBERS ABSENT

Representative John Harris

ALSO PRESENT

Representative Beth Kerttul a
JUNEAU:

Marianne MIIls, ProgramDirector, Southeast Senior Services;
Panela Watts, Admnistrator, Juneau Alliance for Mental
Health (JAM); Jereny Geser, Local Chapter President,
Al aska Travel Industry Association (ATIA), Juneau Chapter;
Lorene Palnmer, President & CEO  Juneau Convention and
Visitors Bureau; Walter Myjoros, Executive Director, Juneau
Youth Services & President, Al aska Behavioral Heal t h
Association; Jorden N gro, Residential D rector, Juneau
Youth Al aska Services, President, Al aska Association for
Homes for Children; Heather Swanson, Help Desk Consultant,
Uni versity of Al aska-Southeast; Kathrin MCarthy, Assistant
Professor, University of Al aska-Southeast; Jed Wittaker,
Sel f; Ron Duncan, Self; Mandy O Neal Cole, Director Services
Manager, Aiding Wnen in Abuse and Rape Energencies (AWARE),
Inc.; Ellen Naughter, Program Services Manager, A ding Wnen
in Abuse and Rape Energencies (AWARE), Inc.; Joy Lyon,
Executive Director, Association for the Education of Young
Children (AEYC) in Southeast Alaska; Kevin Skeet, Vice
Pr esi dent, Student  Governnent, University of Al aska-
Sout heast (UAS); Mary MDowell, Vice President, Pacific
Seaf ood Processing Association; Jerry MCune, Uni ted
Fi shermen of Al aska (UFA); Jacqueline Hardy, Social Wbrker,
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Anchorage Ofice for Children's Services; Mchael Powell,
Social Wrkers Board & Comunity Worker; Matt Felix,
Director, Division of Al cohol & Drug Abuse, Juneau

PRESENT VI A TELECONFERENCE

Paul Kendall, Self, Anchorage

GENERAL SUBJECT(S) :

The followng overview was taken in log note fornmat.
Handouts wll be on file wth the House Finance Commttee
through the 25th Legislative Session, contact 465-6814.
After the 25th Legislative Session they wll be available

t hrough the Legislative Library at 465-3808.

ANSTATEW DE PUBLI C TESTI MONY

JUNEAU
TI VE SPEAKER DI SCUSSI ON
1:45:09 PM | Co-Chair Convened the House Finance Conmttee in
Chenaul t or der to hear testi nony from
participants in Juneau on the operating
budget .
JUNEAU
1:47:13 PM | MARI ANNE Noted that she represents a group
M LLS, PROGRAM|called Age-Net t hat advocates for
DI RECTOR, vul ner abl e ol der Al askans. She
SOQUTHEAST i ndicated support for the increased
SENI OR Medi cai d rei nbursenents @ 4%
SERVI CES MVs. MIls urged increases for the
Seni or Servi ces Communi ty G ant
Program which would be considerably
cheaper to the State of Al aska conpared
to costs associated with nursing hones.
1:51:47 PM | PAMELA WATTS, | Noted support for the 4% Medicaid
ADM NI STRATOR, |reinbursenents for seniors. She stated
JUNEAU that costs for services have risen for
ALLI ANCE FOR|the severely nentally ill adults group
MENTAL  HEALTH|Iliving. She indicated supported for the
(JAM) Seni or and Behavioral Health G ant.
1:56:31 PM |JEREMY d ESER, | Spoke in support of funding to the
LOCAL CHAPTER| Al aska Travel Industry Association in
PRESI DENT, the ampunt of $8 mllion for Al aska
ALASKA TRAVEL [tourism nmarketing and a $1 mllion
| NDUSTRY dol I ar i ndependent grant. He asked that
ASSCCI ATI ON there be greater funding than the
(ATIA), JUNEAU | proposed anpunts.
1:59: 25 PM | LORENE PALMER, | Spoke in support of funding to the
PRESI DENT & | Alaska Travel I ndustry  Associ ation,
CEQ, JUNEAU | Governor’s request of $8 mllion for
CONVENTION AND| Al aska tourism marketing and a $1
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VI SI TORS mllion dollar independent grant. She

BUREAU added that in reality, the industry
needs $20 mllion dollars in today’ s
f unds.

2:05: 00 PM | WALTER Addressed the behavioral health issues

MAJ ORCS, contained in the proposed budget. He

EXECUTI VE noted his supported for the 4% Mdicaid

DI RECTOR, f undi ng, whi ch I ncl udes sever al

JUNEAU YOUTH |increases to lost federal funding. He

SERVI CES &|testified in support of greater funding

PRESI DENT, for behavior and nental grants; nmany

ALASKA clients do not qualify for Medicaid

BEHAVI ORAL that the nedical health grants would be

HEALTH used in those circunstances.

ASSQOCI ATI ON M. Majoros pointed out the inportance
of the community and early intervention
grants and suicide prevention prograns.
He added greater support for funding of
subst ance abuse prevention and
treat ment prograns.

2:09:35 PM |JORDEN N GRO |Echoed previous testinony for ful

RESI DENTI AL funding for the Medicaid health budget.

DI RECTOR, She added supported of the increnental

JUNEAU YOUTH|grants not included in the proposed

ALASKA House budget.

SERVI CES, She indicated support for funding for

PRESI DENT, the behavior and nental prograns and

ALASKA the support of funding for behavior and

ASSCCI ATl ON nmental grant prograns.

FOR HOVES FOR

CHI LDREN

2:13:16 PM | HEATHER Spoke in support of full funding for

SWANSON, HELP |the University’'s proposed budget. She

DESK poi nted out that the funding |evel was

CONSUL TANT, | ess than Governor’s funding proposal

UNI VERSI TY OF [and should be increased for University

ALASKA- prograns.

SOUTHEAST

2:17:29 PM | KATHRI N Spoke in support of reinstating the

MCCARTHY, $600 thousand dollars of the Governor’s

ASSI STANT proposal for the Head Start program

PROFESSOR, She explained how the support of the

UNI VERSITY OF|funding those dollars dramatical ly

ALASKA- effect early childhood devel opnent as

SOQUTHEAST it is a conprehensive early chil dhood
devel opnent program

2:21:02 PM |JED WH TTAKER, | Spoke in support of full funding for

SELF the University of Alaska; while he
encouraged that the Legislature | ook at
the salaries currently being paid to
the University president.

2:23:17 PM | RON DUNCAN, | Not ed support of funding for substance
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SELF abuse prevention and treatnent programs
st at ew de. He directed his statenents
to the favor of Rainforest Recovery
Unit and their funding.

: 26: 31 PM | MANDY O NEAL | Spoke in support of Governor’s proposed

COLE, DI RECT | funding for donmestic violence and

SERVI CES sexual assault prograns in the State.

MANAGER, She stressed that training prograns are

Al DI NG WOMVEN [ very inportant in that funding.

IN ABUSE AND

RAPE

EMERGENCI ES

(AWARE) , | NC.

:30: 36 PM | ELLEN Spoke in support of Governor Palin's

NAUGHTER, proposed increase of $436 thousand

PROGRAM dollars funding for donestic violence

SERVI CES and sexual assault prograns. The

MANAGER, increase would encourage the shelter

Al DI NG WOMEN | pr ogr ans to I ncrease and expand

IN ABUSE AND | services.

RAPE

EMERGENCI ES

(AWARE) , | NC

:33:37 PM | JOY LYON, | Spoke in support of the Governor’s

EXECUTI VE proposal for funding the Head Start

DI RECTOR, prograns statew de. She stressed the

ASSQOCI ATI ON needs and rights of all the State's

FOR THE | chi | dr en.

EDUCATI ON OF

YOUNG CHI LDREN

( AEYCQ)

SOQUTHEAST

ALASKA

:37:49 PM | KEVI N SKEET, | Spoke in support of full funding for

VI CE the University funding as proposed by

PRES| DENT, the Governor in the amunt of $7

STUDENT mllion dollars. He explained that the

GOVERNMENT, University is addressing climte change

UNI VERSI TY OF [research

ALASKA-

SOUTHEAST

:40: 50 PM | MARY MCDOWELL, | Spoke in supported for fully funding

VI CE the Departnent of Fish and Gane budget

PRESI DENT, as proposed by Governor. She addressed

PACI FI C the econom c benefits to the State when

SEAFQOCD supporting the fishery prograns. She

PROCESSORS concluded that it is a wse investnent

ASSCCI ATI ON for the State to support the fisheries.

( PSPA)

:44:27 PM | JERRY MCCUNE, |Indicated support for the Governor’s

UNI TED proposed operating budget for t he

FI SHERVEN OF | Departnment of Fish and Gane and the
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ALASKA proposed anmendnents to replace federa
noni es.
2:47:50 PM | JACQUELI NE Voi ced support for funding of the
HARDY, SOCI AL | Medi cai d i ncreases.
WORKER, She addressed the foster care program
ANCHORAGE funding, pointing out that there has
OFFI CE FOR | not been a rate increase since 1999.
CHI LDREN S Ms. Hardy added support of full funding
SERVI CES for all substance abuse and prevention
treat ment prograns.
2:51:42 PM | M CHAEL Testified in support of funding for
PONELL, SOCI AL | substance abuse prevention and
WORKERS BOARD |treatnent prograns as they relate to
& COMVUNI TY |statewi de crine. Many of the people in
WORKER prisons in Alaska are there because of
subst ance abuse addi cti ons.
3:01: 03 PM | MATT FELI X, | Testified in support of funding for
STATE subst ance abuse prevention and
DI RECTOR, treat ment prograns statew de. He
Dl VI SI ON OF | encouraged that |egislators support the
AL COHCL AND | budget as proposed by Governor Palin
DRUG ABUSE,
JUNEAU
3:05:33 PM | PAUL  KENDALL, |Voiced support for saving noney in the
SELF, proposed budget rather than spending it
ANCHORAGE on too many social service projects. He
added that he would not reconmmend any
energy saving projects in the State.
ADJ OURNVENT The neeting was adjourned at 3:16 P. M
#
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