HOUSE FI NANCE COWM TTEE
February 19, 2008
1:39 p. m

CALL TO ORDER

Co- Chair Meyer called the House Finance Conmittee neeting to
order at 1:39:51 PM

MVEMBERS PRESENT

Representative M ke Chenault, Co-Chair
Representative Kevin Meyer, Co-Chair
Representative Bill Stoltze, Vice-Chair
Representative Harry Crawford
Representative Les Gara

Representati ve M ke Hawker
Representative Mke Kelly
Representative Mary Nel son
Representative Bill Thomas Jr.

MEMBERS ABSENT

Representative John Harris
Representati ve Reggi e Joul e

ALSO PRESENT

Lori Davey, President, Mdtznik Information Services; Megan
Foster, Staff, Representative Les Gara; Kevin Brooks, Deputy
Conmi ssi oner, Departnent of Admnistration; Representative
Bob Roses, Sponsor; Walt Monegan, Conmm ssioner, Departnent
of Public Safety; Mrk Drygas, Battalion Chief, Fairbanks
Fire Depar t ment , Al aska Pr of essi onal Firefighters
Associ ation; Jeff Landvatter, Alaska State Trooper; Jeanne
OGstnes, Staff, Representative Craig Johnson; Representative
Crai g Johnson, Sponsor; Representative Nancy Dahl strom

PRESENT VI A TELECONFERENCE

Terry Vrabec, Director, Al aska Police Standards Council; Bob
Claus, Self, Craig; Steve Smth, Deputy Chief, Anchorage
Police Departnent; Chuck  Copp, Chi ef, Kenai Pol i ce
Department; Rod Arno, Executive Director, Al aska Qutdoor
Council; Captain Burke Waldron, Operations Director, Al aska
Wl dlife Troopers.

SUVMVARY

HB 65 "An Act relating to breaches of security involving
personal information, credit report and credit
score security freezes, consuner credit

monitoring, credit accuracy, protection of social
security nunbers, care of records, disposal of

House Fi nance Conmmittee 1 02/19/08 1:39 P. M



HB 26

HB 19

HIR 2

records, identity theft, furni shing consuner
credit header information, credit cards, and debit
cards, and to the jurisdiction of the office of
adm ni strative hearings; anending Rule 60, Al aska
Rules of Civil Procedure; and providing for an
effective date.”

CS HB 65 (FIN) was REPORTED out of Conmittee with
“no recommendation” and with new fiscal note by
t he Depar t ment of Adm ni stration and new
i ndeterm nate note by the Ofice of Managenent and
Budget .

7 "An Act relating to authorizing the state to join
with other states entering into the WIldlife
Vi ol ator Conpact and authorizing the conpact to
super sede exi sting statutes by approvi ng
standards, rules, or other action under the terns
of the conpact; and directing the initiation of
civil actions to revoke appropriate licenses in
this state based on a resident |licensee's
violation of or failure to conply with the terns
of a wildlife resource citation issued in another
state that is a party to the conpact.”

CS HB 267 (RES) was REPORTED out of Committee with
a "do pass" reconmmendation and with zero note #1
by the Departnent of Fish and Ganme and zero note
#2 by the Departnment of Public Safety.

3 "An Act relating to the conposition of the Al aska
Police Standards Council; and providing for an
effective date.”

HB 193 was HEARD and HELD in Committee for further
consi derati on.

Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the
State of Alaska requiring an affirmative vote of
t he people before any form of ganbling for profit
may be authorized in Al aska.

HIR 2 was SCHEDULED but not HEARD.

HOUSE BILL NO._ 65

House

"An_ Act relating to breaches of security involving
personal information, credit report and credit score
security freezes, consuner credit nonitoring, credit
accuracy, protection of social security nunbers, care
of records, di sposal of records, identity theft,
furnishing consuner credit header information, credit
cards, and debit cards, and to the jurisdiction of the
office of admnistrative hearings; anending Rule 60,

Fi nance Comm tt ee 2 02/19/08 1:39 P. M



Al aska Rules of Civil Procedure; and providing for an
effective date.”

1:41: 33 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GARA, SPONSOR, spoke on behalf of hinself and
co-sponsor Representative John Coghill and nmade two
clarifications regarding HB 65 for the record. He began with
AS. 45. 48. 030, Methods of Notice (page 3). Wwen a conpany
realizes that they have released financial information to
the public, whether by accident or on purpose, this section
requires that the conmpany tell the people affected.
Notification nmust take place through a letter sent to the
nost recent known address. He said one of the conpanies had
asked if they would have to keep trying to notify a consuner
if the address was wong. Representative Gara said that
under the standard in the bill, the conmpany has to wite
once. They don’t have to keep sending the letter.

Representative Gara clarified the second issue, 45.48.410,
Request and Col l ection (page 17). This section bans a person
or conpany fromselling, trading or making noney from Soci al
Security Nunbers (SSN). However, there are situations in
which the bill allows wuse of SSNs. He said the nost
i nportant exception is in 45.48.410(b)(6). A conpany can
al ways use an SSN if they are not making noney by using it,
if it has no independent value, or if it is part of a larger
transaction such as a credit check or if the SSN is needed
to verify identity for debt collection or to prevent fraud.

1: 43: 49 PM

Co- Chair Chenault thought a Social Security card was never
intended to be used as identification. Representative Gara
said the sponsors agreed. They did not want conpanies
demanding that people wuse their SSN for identification
pur poses; however, there is also no ban on it being used as
i dentification.

Co- Chair Meyer asked if there were anendnents to the bill

Representative Nel son MOVED to RESCI ND previ ous action taken
on Anmendnment #3, 25-LS0311\K 2, Bannister, 2/07/08 (Copy on
File). There being NO OBJECTION, the action was rescinded.

Representative Nel son read Amendnment #3, which deletes “the
di scl osure of permanent fund dividend applicant records” and
all references to the sane in the bill. She said the
provision was put in by the Judiciary Commttee. The battle
to not allow the Dividend Corporation to give out applicant
informati on was fought for years and won; she did not want
the issue slipped into a bill that is going the other way in
terns of providing information.
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AT EASE 1: 47: 05 PM
RECONVENE 1: 51: 36 PM

Co- Chair Meyer called for questions on Anendnment #3.

Representative Nelson MOVED to ADOPT Anendnent #3, 25-
LS0311\ K. 2, Bannister, 2/07/08 (Copy on File).

Page 1, Line 1, deleting “the disclosure of permanent

fund dividend applicant records,”; Page 2, Line 4
t hrough Page 3, Line 18, deleting all material and then
renunber the following bill sections accordingly: Page
29, Line 17, deleting “sec. 5", inserting “sec. 37;
Page 29, Line 21, deleting “sec. 5", inserting “sec

3”; Page 29, Line 24, deleting “sec. 5", inserting

“sec. 3"; Page 29, Line 26, deleting “sec. 67,
inserting “sec. 4".

Represent ati ve Hawker OBJECTED.

LORI DAVEY, PRESIDENT, MOTZN K | NFORMATI ON SERVI CES, spoke
in opposition to Amendnent #3. Her conpany had access to
Fund Dividend (PFD) information before 2004. She said the
| oss of access to PFD information has made it nore difficult
for title conpanies, banks and attorneys to effectively
differentiate people, especially those wth the sane nane.
Mot znik is not asking to have the sanme access to information
as they had before 2004, when anyone could downl oad the PFD
file off the State’s website into a database. She said the
amendnent introduced into Judiciary gives access only to the
nanme, mailing address and year of birth, not to SSNs or
information for people under 18 years of age. The
information will be used to effectively differentiate people
and serve due process.

1: 54: 47 PM

Ms. Davey explained that when Mtznik does background
screening for enploynent or housing, they can get nanme and
date of birth froma crimnal file and other public records.
However, if a person does not vote, own a car, have a
hunting or fishing license or show up anywhere else in the
public record, there is no way to differentiate a person
with a crimnal record and no ot her address information from
soneone else with the sane nanme. She does not consider the
PFD information they are asking to be re-disclosed (nane,
address and year of birth) to be private information.

Representative Nel son asked how conpanies in other states
find informati on when they do not have access to data bases
like the PFD. Ms. Davey assunmed in other states conpanies
had nore access to tax records, which are not available in
Al aska.
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Representative Crawford referred to a person with his nane
and a mx-up that resulted in Representative Crawford s PFD
check being taken away. He understood both the need to have
access to information and to limt it. He wondered how to
keep protecting people if access is re-opened.

1: 57: 39 PM

Ms. Davey said the information would be managed simlar to
how it is managed in the DW, by limting the people and
conpani es who have access to the information. There are
limted reasons why the information can be accessed. A form
must be signed and there nust be verification that the
busi ness being done is legitimate. The anendnent limts the
access. She described how Mtznik's system tracks requests
for information and keeps records indefinitely.

Representative Gara wondered what records would be used in
states that do not have an income tax. M. Davey said she
only operates in Alaska and did not know Representative
Gara wondered if tax records were public in other states.

Representative Gara wondered if the npbst recent address
i nformati on sonmeone could find on soneone they were trying
to do harm would be the PFD information. M. Davey thought
that potentially DW would have updated information. There
are other nmeans as well, since voter information is updated
with the PFD. For nost people that information is already
avai | abl e.

2: 00: 43 PM

Representative Gara voi ced concerns about giving out address
information. M. Davie answered that in Alaska it is
difficult to do business wthout access to the PFD
information. Representative Gara reiterated his concerns.

2: 02: 27 PM

Represent ati ve Hawker said he MAI NTAI NED hi s OBJECTI ON

Representative Thomas asked if the Division of Elections had
the authority to use the PFD to update addresses.

MEGAN FOSTER, STAFF, REPRESENTATIVE LES GARA said that she
believed they did. Representative Hawker had asked the
Di vision of Revenue (DOR) the same question recently and the
answer was yes. Co-Chair Meyer noted that DOR peopl e present
wer e noddi ng their heads.

Representative Thomas pointed out that even if the anendnent

were voted down, Elections would still have access to the
addr esses.
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Representative Nel son said she was happy to be offering the
amendnent to delete the provision. She did not want to slip
maj or changes into other |egislation, especially a bill like
HB 65, which tries to limt access to information. She
thought if there were strong support for the provision,
there should be a stand-al one piece of l|egislation so that
it could be discussed on its own.

2:05: 01 PM

A roll call vote was taken on the MOTION to ADOPT Anendment
#3.

IN FAVOR: Nelson, Stoltze, Thomas, Crawford, Gara
OPPCSED: Kel Iy, Hawker, Chenault, Meyer

Representative Harris was absent fromthe vote.

The MOTI ON PASSED (5/4).

Vice-Chair Stoltze asked if Amendnment #4, 25-LS0311\K. 1,
Banni ster, 1/30/08 (Copy on File), which had passed the
previ ous day, was superfluous. Co-Chair Meyer said yes.

AT EASE 2: 06: 34 PM
RECONVENE 2:07:16 PM

Co- Chair Meyer referred to new fiscal note for $2 million by
the Departnent of Admnistration, new fiscal note by the
Departnment of Revenue and new indeterm nate fiscal note by
the O fice of Budget and Managenent.

Representative Hawker wanted an explanation of the $2
mllion fiscal note.

2:08: 15 PM

KEVI N BROCKS, DEPUTY COW SSI ONER, DEPARTNMENT OF
ADM NI STRATI ON  ( DQA), gave information regarding the
Departnment’s fiscal note. He explained that since the State
was the victim of a security breach in 2005, DOA had been
requesting funds to strengthen data security. The Depart nment
repl aced switches and routers on the network and took other
neasures to secure the hardware and infrastructure. The $2
mllion requested in the fiscal note would pay for
encryption of data so the various state data bases woul d be
protected in the event of another breach.

Representative Hawker asked what the $1,765.600 under
“equi prrent” in the fiscal note was for. M. Brooks replied
that the budget was for both hardware and software. Software
is included in equi pnent when the anmount needed is | arge.
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Representati ve Hawker asked for clarification. M. Brooks
replied that the $2 mllion in the FY 09 budget is a
continuation that would conplete and i npl enent a double fire
wal | to put around all public facing servers. The $2 million
in the capital budget conpletes the inplenentation of that
as well as a network adm ssion control. He added that the
detail is in the Capitol budget, but they are separate and
distinct projects. The only simlarity is the anount.

2:11: 20 PM

Representati ve Hawker stated that he believed that the
Legislature is only beginning to see the requested funding
to deal wth data security in Alaska. He pointed out
previ ous funding adding up to approximate $16 mllion |isted
on the second page of the fiscal note. He voiced concerns
regarding | ong term pl anni ng.

M. Brooks agreed but wanted to list every dinme that has
gone into security. He said there is noney in the capita
budget for the proposed project and that the Departnent did
have a five year plan. The encryption budgeted is in that
pl an. He enphasi zed that the encryption needed to be done as
soon as possible; HB 65 points to the urgency to encrypt
dat a.

2:14: 33 PM

Represent ati ve Hawker enphasi zed that he was not arguing the
merits of encryption. He wondered if HB 65 places a burden
of responsibility on the State. M. Brooks answered that
fromthe Departnent’s perspective, the State is treated |ike
any other keeper of data. The State is not in the business
of making profit from the data but still keeps enornous
anounts of personal data.

Representative Gara clarified that HB 65 did not require
data encryption, although it is a good, safe practice. M.
Brooks agreed that HB 65 did not require encryption, but DOA
believes encryption is a prudent thing to do in |ight of
penalties in place in the bill.

Representative Hawker asked what penalties HB 65 would
i npose upon state enployees or the State itself. M. Brooks
answered that state enployees would be covered under a
public officials bond, so there wuld be no personal
l[iability. However, the bill has been anmended to include
actual econom c danages caused in a breach. There are also
costs to notify. He acknow edged positive anendnents that
will enable mass notifications, but thought the State had
vul nerabilities that other conpanies did not have because of
t he amount of personal data the State maintains.

2:17:17 PM
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Representative Hawker reiterated concerns about the fiscal
note and the enormty of data security issues.

2:18: 11 PM

M. Brooks agreed that the State will need to be diligent in
security efforts, as the level of sophistication of hackers
'S grow ng.

Co- Chair Meyer pointed out that the new fiscal note by the
Department of Revenue was del eted because Amendnent #3 had
passed.

Vice-Chair Stoltze MOVED to report CSHB 65 (FIN) out of
Commttee wth individual recomendations and wth new
fiscal note by the Departnment of Admnistration and new
indeterminate note by the Ofice of Mnagenent and Budget.
There being NO OBJECTION, it was so ordered.

CS HB 65 (FIN was REPORTED out of Conmittee with “no
recomendation” and with new fiscal note by the Departnent
of Adm nistration and new indeterm nate note by the Ofice
of Managenment and Budget.

HOUSE BI LL NO 193

"An Act relating to the conposition of the Al aska
Police Standards Council; and providing for an
effective date.”

2:20: 50 PM

REPRESENTATI VE BOB ROSES, SPONSOR, gave an overview of HB
193 which changes the conposition of the Al aska Police
Standards Council (APSC). Currently the Council is made of
four chief adm nistrative officers; HB 193 woul d change t hat

to three. Included in the three positions would be one
position that could be a correctional admnistrative
officer. The bill does not change the conposition of the

private sector or the rural representation to the Council.
Representative Roses addressed concerns about displacing
people currently serving on the Council. He assured the
Conmittee that the two officers would never be able to
control the majority vote.

2:23: 15 PM

Representative Roses cited other boards that have the
authority to grant, suspend or revoke certification, and
pointed out that all those boards have peer representation.
He thought the issue was an equitability issue and not a
uni on issue. The Governor would have opportunity to select
froma group of officers whose names would be forwarded by
the Association. The Governor is free to choose from any
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group; the list is only a recommendation list. He said six
police chiefs cane to his office when he introduced the bill
to try and talk himout of it. The nore they tal ked the nore
he was convinced the bill is needed.

2:25: 53 PM

Representative Roses addressed concerns that the proposal
woul d nmove the disciplinary process to a higher level and
that sone police officers would have a tendency to protect
their own personnel. Representative Roses sees the bill as
an opportunity for peer representation on a board that is
currently nmade up nostly of chiefs and comm ssi oners.

2:27:41 PM

Representative Crawford thought the bill would give a voice
to line officers.

Representative Thomas pointed out that he did not see any
Village Public Safety Oficers (VPSO on the board.
Representative Roses replied that |anguage included in the
bill on the second page, line 4, would give an opportunity
for VPSOs to serve. He thought rural representation was a
very inportant part of the bill.

2:29: 51 PM

WALT MONEGAN, COW SSI ONER, DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C SAFETY,
spoke in opposition to the bill. He said that police operate
under a para-mlitary organi zational structure. The Chief or
equi val ent head has to be accountable to the conmunity and
needs to have nobility in regards to consistent and fair
standards, wusually indicated by the cooperative work
agreenents that many of the departnents already have. \Wen a
chief wants to take action, there are clear procedures that
| abor organi zations can respond to.

M. Monegan pointed out that the APSC has two nmain
functions, one of which is training. The lesson plans for
the training section does not cone from APSC, but from
i ndi vidual departnents. The subject nmatter experts are
al ready line officers.

M. Monegan continued with the second function of the APSC
oversight of a certification process that nmaintains a high
standard of |aw enforcenent. He enphasi zed the inportance of
objectivity. A chief has to keep a professional distance. He
gave an exanple of firing three officers for dishonesty
i ssues and the enotional responses to the firing. The de-
certification process is a difficult and long process.
Police officers are hard to find and to train, and APSC
wants them to succeed. However, the process is necessary to
keep public trust.
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2: 36: 56 PM

M. Monegan felt the addition of two officers to the Counci
did not make sense because the training does not cone from
them and second, they could not vote if the issue were with
a person from their nenbership. He urged the Commttee to
| ook at the effectiveness of the two officers that would be
on the Council.

2:37: 32 PM

Vice-Chair Stoltze asked for conparisons between APSC and
the Fire Standards Council. M. Monegan answered that the
purpose of both councils is to ensure high standards of
gqualified personnel. They both want to protect the public.
Vice-Chair Stoltze asked if the two councils nake different
per sonnel deci si ons. M . Monegan reiterated their
simlarities, although APSC has the ability to renove an
individual entirely from the profession. There was a
di scussi on about the grievance process in different unions
and how the proposed changes in the bill would affect that
process.

2:40: 53 PM

Vice-Chair Stoltze said he would keep listening to both
si des.

M. Monegan addressed Representative Thomas’'s concerns about
VPSCs. He said the issue was that VPSCs are not certified
police officers. They would not fall under APSC as they are
enpl oyees of non-profits.

Representative Kelly asked M. Mnegan if he had to build
the Fire Standards Council fromthe ground up, would he have
the representation that is being asked for on the APSC or
woul d he renove it. M. Mnegan replied that he woul d renove
the representation fromthat council as well.

2:42: 39 PM

MARK DRYGAS, BATTALION CHI EF, FAI RBANKS FIRE DEPARTMENT,
ALASKA PROFESSI ONAL FI REFI GHTERS ASSCCI ATI ON, spoke in favor
of HB 193. He supported having |ine personnel on the APSC
He thought the |ine personnel would feel represented and
heard. The chiefs do not work the long shifts or face what
the line personnel face. He referred to Brian Davis, |ine
personnel on the Fire Standards Council. M. Drygas feels
heard because of M. Davis’'s representation.

2:45: 33 PM
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JEFF LANDVATTER, ALASKA STATE TROOPER, spoke in favor of HB
193 (Statenment on File). He has served for 23 years. He
t hought the bill was about representation and giving peace
officers a voice on a conmmttee that dictates their careers.
He wanted to see rank and file nenbers on the Council, just
as on other simlar boards. Two nenbers would not be able to
overturn decisions of the Council. Every patrol officer
wants the best standing next to him and backing him up. A
patrol officer can bring the perspective and insight the
Counci | needs.

2:48: 15 PM

TERRY VRABEC, DIRECTOR, ALASKA POLICE STANDARDS COUNCI L
(TESTIFIED VI A TELECONFERENCE), spoke in opposition to HB
193. He referred to letters before the Commttee from
hi nsel f, from Dani el Hoffman, the Chairman of the APSC, and
from Chief Charles Kamai from Kodiak (On File).

2:49: 30 PM

BOB CLAUS, SELF, CRAIG (TESTIFIED VI A TELECONFERENCE), spoke
in favor of HB 193. M. C ause has been a State Trooper for
approximately twenty years and has trained police officers
around the state. He thought adding two working police
officers to the APSC would give a working officer’s
perspective to decision meking, especially concerning
training issues. Although he shares many years of experience
with the police admnistrators that currently decide on
course content, his understanding of face-to-face policing
is based on on-going interactions wth Alaskans. He
descri bed one of his work days. He felt a person with such
experience is needed on the APSC.

2:52: 27 PM

STEVE SM TH, DEPUTY CHI EF, ANCHORAGE POLI CE DEPARTNMENT ( APD)
(TESTI FI ED VI A TELECONFERENCE), spoke on behal f of the Chief
of APD, in opposition to HB 193. He said APD is opposed to
the change in the APSC proposed in the bill. The Council is
primarily a standard-setting and enforcenent body, as well

as being a training advocacy body for |law enforcenment in
Al aska. The bill would alter the Council’s interna

operating environnent, noving it nore towards that of a
| abor managenent dispute forum There are currently anple
mechani snms in place to settle |abor issues. Al aska |aw and
col l ective bargaining agreenents in effect wwthin state |aw
enforcement agencies already have appropriate forunms for
t hose issues. He thought the current system was working well

and t hought HB 193 woul d upset that bal ance.

2:54: 27 PM
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Representative Crawford questioned whet her there was bal ance
with eleven managenent nenbers on the Council. He thought
two line officers wouldn’t upset the balance, but would add
a voi ce.

M. Smith replied that the balance he referred to was the
broader system of |abor dispute nechanisns. He thought the

Council presently fits well into that broader system When
soneone cones before the Council with a potential
decertification action, they wll usually have either |ega

or union representation. The actual job action has already
taken place or is in the process of taking place through
their grievance and arbitration procedures wth their
departnment. The decertification action is a separate
activity.

2:56: 20 PM

CHUCK KOPP, CHIEF, KENAI POLI CE DEPARTMENT (TESTIFIED VIA
TELECONFERENCE), spoke in opposition to HB 193. He said many
chiefs in Alaska also do day-to-day police work and
understand the experiences of line officers. He wanted the
Conmittee to understand that there has not been a conplaint
agai nst the Council about unfairness. The union does not
have a grievance against the Council. He served as chairnman
of the APSC for the last two years and felt the body worked
exceptionally well in unison with the four public nenbers,
two of whom are from comunities of 2,500 or |ess. House
Bill 193 represents the renoval of the |argest public safety
enpl oyer in Al aska from having representation, by renoving a
correctional admnistrative officer. He pointed out that
Corrections oversees not only prisons but probation and
parole. The Director of Probation and Parole is the
adm nistrative officer that has historically served on APSC
along wth the Comm ssioner of Corrections. The renoval of
this person, who oversees so many personnel and operational
matters, would be a significant |oss and adversely affect
the Council’s functioning. He thought four chiefs are
necessary on the Council.

M. Kopp appreciated the argument that the issue 1is
representation, but he feels it is a conflict of interest. A
person serves on the Council because they have been
nom nated by a | abor organization. Labor organi zations have
their proper role in protecting the rights of the accused,
but they already have representation before the Council.
Five of the positions on the Council currently are occupied
by individuals from | abor organi zed agenci es.

M. Kopp said firefighters are not required to take an oath
of office to protect and serve their conmmunity and uphol d
the law. They are not required by statute to subscribe to a
code of ethics or to live their private lives in alignnment
with that code. He read the code of ethics and said nuch of
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the code does not apply to firefighters, while police
officers are held to the highest standard in public service.
He said the balance on the Council has served well for many
years and felt HB 193 woul d upset that bal ance.

3:06: 02 PM

Representative Thomas asked if any of the chiefs on the
Council were union enployees or fornmer union enployees. M.
Kopp said that the chairman, Chief Dan Hoffman, was the
former union president for the Fairbanks Police Departnent.
Representati ve Thomas asked if he stepped down if there was
a union issue before the Council. M. Kopp said he would if
t he i ssue involved one of his officers.

Representati ve Thomas asked M. Kopp about his experience as
a trainer. M. Kopp listed his extensive teaching and
training experience. He said the Council is careful in its
del i berations regardi ng decertification.

3:10: 03 PM

Co- Chair Meyer cl osed public testinony.

HB 193 was HEARD and HELD in Committee for further
consi derati on.

HOUSE BI LL NO. 267

"An Act relating to authorizing the state to join with
other states entering into the WIdlife Violator
Conmpact and authorizing the conpact to supersede
existing statutes by approving standards, rules, or
other action wunder the ternms of +the conpact; and
directing the initiation of civil actions to revoke
appropriate licenses in this state based on a resident
licensee's violation of or failure to conply with the
terms of a wildlife resource citation issued in another
state that is a party to the conpact.”

3:12: 07 PM

JEANNE OSTNES, STAFF, REPRESENTATIVE CRAI G JOHNSON, said HB
267 was patterned after the driver’s |icense conpact which
all other states in the nation have entered into. If a
person’s driver’'s license is revoked in one state in the
country, that person cannot get a license in another state.
In 1985, states began making a simlar conpact in relation
to wildlife violators, and it was quickly recognized as a
val uabl e tool to deter serious wildlife violators everywhere
in the nation. Twenty-six states are currently conpact
menbers. She referred to a photograph (On File) of a poacher
who had been fined and jailed in Alaska, but was able to
return to his hone state and obtain another hunting |icense.
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The biggest reason for the conpact is to stop inter-state
travel of serious poachers. Second, the conpact provides for
the issuance of citations to nonresidents, which is a big
issue in Alaska; currently the violator nust be imediately
taken before a mmgistrate to prevent them from fleeing
across state lines to avoid citation consequences. Third

t he conpact provides a strong deterrent for serious fish and
wildlife crines.

Ms. Ostnes listed the provisions of the WIldlife Violator
Conmpact (Copy on File).

3:15: 34 PM

Co-Chair Meyer referred to two zero notes.

Representative Thomas wondered if the poacher she had
referred to lost his license in Alaska. Ms. Ostnes said his
Al aska |icense was revoked.

REPRESENTATI VE CRAI G JOHNSON, SPONSOR, referred to the map
of nmenber states (Copy on File) and pointed out that a
violator in any of those states would either go to Texas or
Alaska to poach. He related Commttee testinony about
hunters tel ephoning the Departnent of Fish and Gane and
asking if Al aska were a nenber of the conpact, an indicator
that people who have violated in their own states are
| ooki ng for an open place to hunt.

3:17: 09 PM

Vice-Chair Stoltze observed that sone of the non-conpact
states, including lahoma, Pennsylvania, Al abama and Texas,
are sone of the biggest hunting states. He wondered if
Representati ve Johnson was aware of why those states are not
part of the conpact. Representative Johnson replied that
Texas has many private reserves. Vice-Chair Stoltze
mentioned regulations in California, which is a conpact
menber, and worried that Californian regulations would
affect Alaskans if Alaska becane part of the conpact.
Representative Johnson replied that Alaska is still in
control of its own laws; HB 267 does not give up any
sovereignty. The State also has the right to review and
determ ne whether an individual would |ose their I|icense

Vice-Chair Stoltze characterized HB 267 as preventing Al aska
frombeing the | ast refuge of scoundrels.

3:21:16 PM

ROD ARNO,  EXECUTIVE DI RECTOR,  ALASKA COUTDOOR COUNCIL
(TESTI FI ED VI A TELECONFERENCE), spoke in support of HB 267

He said the bill deals mainly with nonresidents. In his
years of experience, the majority of violators are violators
everywhere. This is a tool that wll help the wildlife
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troopers in Alaska, especially given the vastness of the
state and the shortage of officers.

CAPTAI N BURKE WALDRON, OPERATI ONS DI RECTOR, ALASKA W LDLI FE
TROOPERS (TESTI FIED VI A TELECONFERENCE), spoke in favor of
HB 267 on behalf of the Departnent of Public Safety. He
t hought the conpact would deter poachers caught in Al aska
fromfailing to appear on their citations, and make wildlife
troopers nore efficient in the field. Currently tine is
wast ed processi ng poachers who are arrested.

3:23:52 PM

Co- Chair Meyer cl osed public testinony.

Vice-Chair Stoltze MOVED report the CS for HB 267 (RES) out
of Conmmttee wth individual recomendations and wth
attached zero note #1 by the Departnent of Fish and Gane and
zero note #2 by the Departnment of Public Safety. There being
NO OBJECTION, it was so ordered.

CS HB 267 (RES) was REPORTED out of Conmmttee with a "do
pass" recommendation and with zero note #1 by the Departnent
of Fish and Gane and zero note #2 by the Departnent of
Public Safety.

HOUSE JO NT_RESOLUTI ON NO._ 2

Proposi ng an anendnent to the Constitution of the State
of Alaska requiring an affirmative vote of the people
before any form of ganbling for profit my be
aut hori zed in Al aska.

House Joi nt Resolution No. 2 was SCHEDULED but not HEARD
ADJ QURNVENT

The neeting was adjourned at 3:25 PM
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