HOUSE FI NANCE COW TTEE
March 19, 2007
4:06 P.M

CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chair Chenault called the House Finance Comm ttee neeting
to order at 4:06:20 PM

VEMBERS PRESENT

Representative M ke Chenault, Co-Chair
Representative Kevin Meyer, Co-Chair
Representative Bill Stoltze, Vice-Chair
Representative Harry Crawford
Representative Les Gara

Representati ve M ke Hawker

Representati ve Reggi e Joul e
Representative Mke Kelly
Representative Mary Nel son
Representative Bill Thomas Jr.

MEMBERS ABSENT

Representative Richard Foster

ALSO PRESENT

Representative Beth Kerttul a;, Representative Sharon C ssna

PRESENT VI A TELECONFERENCE

ANCHORAGE:

John Stri pe, Access Al aska, I nc. ; Vern Bussi ng,
Cor porations; Gmen Lee, Parent, IRC Kristen Yearsley, STAR
Ni col e Thi bodeau, Covenant House; Karen Rogi na, CEQO, Al aska
Hospitality Alliance; Susan Bonmal aski, Executive Director,
Catholic Social Services; Jesalyn Stanton, Salvation Arny;
John Kreil kanp, Cruise Wst; Anne Dennis-Choi, Salvation
Arny; Janet Mtson, Minicipality of Anchorage, Myor’'s
O fice; Pat Luby, Advocacy Director, Alaska Association of
Retired Persons (AARP), Anchorage; Suzi Pearson, AW C,
Karla Jutzi, Alaska Center for the Blind & Visually
| npaired; Charlie Hall, Anchorage Pioneer Hone; Deanne
Harms, Anchorage Pioneer Honme; John Donahue, Anchorage
Pi oneer Hone; Bonnie MGew, Jim Cottstein, President,
SOTERI A- Al aska; Aaron Wl f, MD., Medi cal Assi st ant,
SOTERI A- Al aska; Faith Myers; Susan Faith, Salvation Arny ;
Joe Mathis, Mntana Creek Canpground; Mary Elizabeth Rider,
NASW Tammy Giffin, AH&CA & The Hotel G oup; Craig Pester,
AKHLA; Katy Parrish; Brian Sayl or, Health and Hunan
Services; Anna Attla; Pam Vandern Burg, Kid Corp & Head
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Start Program Parent; Janel Kosten, Nurse, Salvation Arny
Clitheroe Center; Rowena Brown, Head Start; Ruth Rosewarne,
Presi dent, Anchorage Tourism Industry

GENERAL SUBJECT(S) :

The followng overview was taken in log note fornmat.

Handouts wll be on file wth the House Finance Commttee
through the 25th Legislative Session, contact 465-6814.
After the 25th Legislative Session they wll be available
through the Legislative Library at 465-3808.

#HB95

#HBO6

HOUSE BILL NO._ 95

An Act making appropriations for the operating and | oan
program expenses of state governnent, for certain
progr ans, and to capitalize f unds; maki ng
appropriations under art. IX, sec. 17(c), Constitution
of the State of Alaska; and providing for an effective
dat e.

HOUSE BILL NO._ 96

An Act making appropriations for the operating and
capi tal expenses of t he state's i nt egrated
conprehensi ve nmental health program and providing for
an effective date.

TI VE SPEAKER DI SCUSSI ON
4:07:04 PM | Co-Chair Brought the House Finance Commttee
Chenaul t neeting to order to take public
testimony from Anchorage on HB 95 & HB
96.
ANCHORAGE
4:07:41 PM | JOHN STRIPE, | Testified 1in support of Independent
BOARD MEMBER, |Living G ants. He pointed out that
ACCESS ALASKA, [funding has been “flat” for the past
ANCHORAGE ten years. Over the past three years,
Access has served 112%  of t he
popul ati on. He requested a 94%
I ncrease for the hearing inpaired

popul ati on.

4:13: 03 PM |VERN BUSSING |[Wrried about the raise of health and

ANCHORAGE wor knen’ s conpensation costs to snal
busi ness peopl e. He encouraged speed
I n assi sting that popul ation.
4:15:09 PM | GAEN LEE, | Noted concern for those living in the

PARENT, MEMBER|State w th devel opnental disabilities.
OF ANCHORAGE | She commented that infant learning is a
RESOURCE critical component in that budget. She
CENTER (ARC), |worried about a rate freeze in
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ANCHORAGE

providing services in those comunities
& pointed out that the Anchorage caucus
had indicated concern wth |o0o0sing

t hose servi ces. There S no
nmet hodol ogy when setting rates for such
servi ces. She poi nt ed out t he

difficultly in recruiting and training
staff in those fields & urged that the
rate freeze be elimnated, with instead
a grant increase of 8%

4:20: 00 PM | KRI STEN
YEARSLEY,
STAR,
ANCHORACE

Spoke in suppor t for further &
I ncreased funding for those who have
experienced sexual assault, donestic
vi ol ence and rape. She pointed out the
ment al health needs associated for
those victins. It would be nore cost
effective for the State to address
crisis intervention.

4:24:37 PM | NI COLE

Voi ced support and appreciation for

THI BODEAU, restoration of the human services
Dl RECTOR, mat chi ng grants.
COVENANT
HOUSE
ANCHORAGE

4:26:38 PM | KAREN ROG NA, |Testified in support for greater
CEQ, ALASKA | funding for Al aska Tourism marketing.
HOSPI TALI TY She stressed how nuch the industry
ALLI ANCE, contributes to the State’ s econony.
ANCHORAGE

4:29:27 PM | SUSAN Voi ced appreci ation for conti nued
BOVALASKI , funding of the community block grants &
EXECUTI VE urged that funding continue at an
DI RECTOR, i ncreased | evel .
CATHOLI C
SCOCI AL
SERVI CES,
ANCHORAGE

4:31: 05 PM | JESALYN
STANTON, THE
SALVATI ON

ARMY,

ANCHORAGE

Voi ced support for the Keep the Elders
at Honme initiative and testified in
support for all Adult Day Services.
Such services are about keepi ng
famlies together and helping elimnate
stress for those famlies.

4:34:52 PM | JOHN

KREI LKAMP,

CRUI SE VAEST,
ANCHORAGE

Asked that the Legislature consider the
cruise industry as a partner in the

tourism industry. He noted, this past
year, the tourism industry contributed
$49 mllion dollars into the State
coffers. He highlighted the nmany

comunities serviced by the Industry.
He urged that the statewide tourism
nmar keti ng programbe fully funded.

4:37:14 PM | ANNE DENNI S-

Voi ced support for sufficient funding
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CHO , THE | f or st at ewi de behavi or al gr ant
SALVATI ON progr ans. She mentioned the high rate
ARMY, of al cohol dependence in the State of
ANCHORAGE Al aska and that alcohol abuse inpacts
the Al askan econony in many expensive
ways. That grant funding is critical.
4:40:09 PM |JANET M TSON, | She urged funding for nunicipal revenue
MUNI Cl PALI TY sharing for MOA Ms. Mtson added
CF ANCHORAGE | concern about receiving support for the
(MA) , Al aska Publ i c Enpl oyee Ret i r ement
DI RECTOR OF | System  ( PERS) and t he Teacher’s
MANAGEMVENT & | Retirenment System (TRS) costs.
BUDGET, Ms. Mtson indicated support for full
MAYCOR S funding of costs for the MOA traffic
OFFI CE, streetlight signals. The State’'s share
ANCHORAGE of those costs show up as a separate
appropriation within the Departnent of
Transportation & Public Facilities.
The true costs are established under
audi ting costs for t he Cty of
Anchor age and as a result, MOA
t axpayers subsi di ze costs.
She nentioned support for full funding
property tax for seniors and those wth
di sabilities.
4.:46: 05 PM | PAT LUBY, |[Testified in support of conti nued
ADVOCACY funding for the Longevity Bonus Program
DI RECTOR, as needs based. He noted support also
ALASKA for the Senior Care program The
ASSOCI ATION OF |[concern is the anount proposed funding
RETI RED to cover health care costs. He added
PERSONS support for Keeping the Elders at Hone
( AARP) , Initiative & all the services for
ANCHORAGE keepi ng seni ors at hone.
4:48:11 PM | SUzI PEARSOQON, | Voi ced appreciation for the support for
DEPUTY wonmen experiencing donestic violence
DI RECTOR, through the State Departnent funding.
AWAI C, She pointed out the decrease to the
ANCHORAGE AWAI C shelter’s funding and the costs
associ at ed Wi th heal t h i nsur ance,
anounting to 11.25% of their budget.
The agency is supported through the
State and private funding.
4:50: 33 PM | KARLA JUTZI, | Voi ced support for greater funding for
EXECUTI VE those that are visually inpaired. She
DI RECTOR, pointed out that the increase of
ALASKA CENTER |di abetes is the |eading cause of blind
FOR THE BLIND|and hearing disorders statew de.
& VI SUALLY
| MPAI RED,
ANCHORACE
4:53:02 PM |CHARLIE HALL, |Testified in support for full funding
ANCHORAGE for the Al aska Pioneer Hones. He said
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PIONEER HOWVE, [that he really appreciates being able
ANCHORAGE to live in the Pioneer Hone in
Anchor age.
4:54: 02 PM |DEANNE HARMS, | Voiced support for full funding for the
ANCHORAGE Al aska Pioneer Hones, indicating that
Pl ONEER she likes living in that environnent.
She was grateful to be at the Anchorage
Pi oneer Hone. She said the staff was
very caring. She worried about the
el evators and ot her equipnent in the 30
year ol d buil ding.
4.56:04 PM |JOHN DONAHUE, |Testified in support for full funding
ANCHORAGE for the Al aska Pioneer Hones. He said
PIONEER HOME, |[that he really appreciates being able
ANCHORAGE to live in the Pioneer Hone in
Anchorage. He noted that the CNA staff
has “dw ndled” lately. The overall
staff is renarkable.
4:58:03 PM |[BONNIE MCGREW | Noted support for the assisted living
ANCHORAGE hones. She testified in support of
| ndependent Living G ants.
5:00:45 PM |(JIM GOTTSTEIN, | Requested that the increnment be added
PRESI DENT, back to fund SOTERI A-Al aska, nental
SOTERI A- heal t h patients statew de.
ALASKA,
ANCHORAGE
5:03:17 PM | ARON WOLF, | Spoke in support of funding for nental
M D., VEDI CAL | heal t h prograns.
ASSI STANT,
SOTERI A-
ALASKA,
ANCHORACE
5:05:25 PM | FAI TH MYERS, | Spoke in support of funding for nental
SELF, heal t h prograns.
ANCHORACE
5:07:32 PM | SUSAN FAITH, |Testified in support of funding for
SALVATI ON Senior Conmunity Grants and the Keep
ARMY, the Seniors at Hone Initiative.
ANCHORACGE
5:10: 06 PM |JCE MATHI' S, | Voi ced support for tourism marketing
MONTANA  CREEK | f undi ng.
CAMPGROUND,
ANCHORACE
5:13: 00 PM | MARY ELI ZABETH | Spoke in support of funding for nental
Rl DER, SELF, | health prograns, especially for youth.
NASW ALASKA Recomended full funding for senior
care prograns.
5:18: 03 PM | TAMW GRIFFIN, | Voiced support for tourism funding and
AH&CA & THE|the Truth in Marketing for the State
HOTEL GROUP, | program
ANCHORAGE
5:20:36 PM | KATY PARRISH, |[Noted support for full funding for
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SELF, children with disabilities. She urged
ANCHORAGE early intervention services. She
poi nted out that on the federal |evel
there has been a 6% decrease to Speci al
Educati on f undi ng. Al aska is
vulnerable to providing services to
t hose i ndi vi dual s.
5:23:25 PM |BRIAN SAYLOR, |Indicated support for t he human
CHAI RVAN, services conponent & bl ock gr ant
HEALTH & HUMAN | fundi ng. These are the nost vul nerable
SERVI CES Al askans and they need that funding.
COW SSI ON, The need greatly exceeds the resources
MOA, ANCHORAGE |avail abl e.
5:25:21 PM | ANNA ATTLA, | Spoke in support for funding Infant
ANCHORAGE Lear ni ng.
5:26: 08 PM | PAM VANDERN- | I ndicated the need for i ncreased
BURG KID CORP|funding for the Head Start Program
& HEAD START |The goal is to service lower incone
PROGRAM famlies first. Head Start has been
PARENT, flat funded for the past 10 vyears.
ANCHORAGE There are always wait lists for the
pr ogr am
5:29:46 PM |JANEL KOSTEN, |Testified in support of funding for
NURSE, al cohol treatment prograns & detox
SALVATI ON ARMY | centers.
CLI THEROCE
CENTER
ANCHORACE
5:31:15 PM | RONENA BROW, | Voiced support for greater & continued
HEAD START, [funding for the Head Start Program
ANCHORAGE Head Start has been flat funded for the
past ten years. There are many
children on the Head Start wait |ists.
5:33:39 PM | RUTH Testified in support of greater funding
ROSEWARNE, for Al aska Tourism She said it was
PRESI DENT, “shanmeful ” that Al askans |ack education
ANCHORAGE about their own State. She stressed
TOURI SM the inmportance of the Industry.
| NDUSTRY
ANCHORACE
5:36: 08 PM | Co- Chair ADJ QURNVENT
Chenaul t
The neeting was adjourned at 5:36 PM
#
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