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This omnibus legislation makes several changes in the criminal law which will increase prosecutions.

The bill will create a class C felony for persons convicted of assault in the fourth degree (a class A misdemeanor), if the person has two
convictions in the previous 10 years of serious crimes against a person.  This goal of protecting society from persons who habitually 
assault others will have a statewide impact on the prosecution of fourth-degree assault.

The expansion in the court’s jurisdiction to issue search warrants outside the state is designed to increase the number of cross-boarder 
crimes that can be prosecuted.  It is anticipated that this will be especially true in computer-aided crimes and child pornography.  The 
new attorney would receive specialized training in computer-aided offenses.             -continued-
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More sophisticated crimes in both conduct and offenders (white-collar to gang members) are being referred 
to the Criminal Division.  The elimination of the restriction barring state prosecution of some offenses will 
increase the number of cases, especially these types of offenses.  These are the most difficult crimes to 
identify and prosecute.  They are generally complex.  In order to deal with these matters, the Department will 
need a new Attorney V who will receive specialized training and skills in complex litigation, “following the 
money” accounting, computer forensics, and in crimes found outside the general criminal code. 

The fiscal note also includes first year costs for office furniture and equipment. 


