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FISCAL NOTE #3

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. CSHB 194(RES)

2007 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION

HB 194 would amend fines imposed for misdemeanors, violations, and infractions in various parts of
Alaska law so that they are more consistent with the more general fines for criminal acts and violations in
Title 12. It would raise the maximum fine in Title 12 for commission of a violation or infraction from $500 to
$750. And it would raise the maximum fine from $500 to $750 under Alaska District Court Rule 8(b) that
may be imposed for an offense that is considered to be a minor offense.

Section 37 of the bill would amend AS 38.05 to create penalties and give citation authority to the
Department of Natural Resources for offenses on general state land managed by DNR under Title 38. The
overall scheme is modeled on AS 41.21.950 - 960, under which DNR has enforcement authority on state
park lands managed under Title 41. Under proposed AS 38.05.750 - 760, a bail forfeiture schedule would
be established under which persons cited by DNR would have the option of paying the fine amount -
thereby forfeiting the bail - in lieu of a court appearance (similar to the process for speeding tickets).

The only likely fiscal impact to Law would appear to be from those cases where persons cited (1) elect to
appear to contest the citation; or (2) fail to appear or pay the bail amount, in which case the citation is
treated as a summons for a misdemeanor charge and "the offender shall be proceeded against in the
manner prescribed by law." In such cases, there would be a need for attorney time, likely from the Criminal
Division, to handle the misdemeanor prosecution; however, we do not anticipate the need for any
additional attorney positions due to prosecutions under this statute.

Passage of this legislation would not have a significant fiscal impact upon the Department of Law.
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