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ACTI ON NARRATI VE

CHAIR GENE THERRI AULT called the Senate State Affairs Standing
Conmittee neeting to order at 3:40:11 PM Present were Senators
Charlie Huggins, Kim Elton, Bettye Davis and Chair GCene
Therriaul t.

CSHB 245(FI N) AM - VETERANS' VEHI CLE PLATES/ FEES/ TAXES

3:40: 38 PM
SENATOR GENE THERRIAULT announced HB 245 to be wup for
consi derati on.

SENATOR BOB LYNN presented HB 245 on behal f of the House Speci al
Conmittee on MIlitary and Veterans' Affairs. He explained that
the bill would allow the Departnent of Mtor Vehicles to issue,
at no cost, a Congressional Medal of Honor license plate for one
non-commerci al vehicle. Al aska does not have any Medal of Honor
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recipients currently, but the state needs to be ready to accord
this special recognition when the occasion arises. The bill also
proposes to delete the $30 license fee for the existing Purple
Heart |icense plate.

The director of the national Purple Heart Association has asked
that the words "Purple Heart" be substituted wth “conbat
veteran” on the |license plate but the Departnment of Motor
Vehicles (DW) has indicated that the change could be
acconpl i shed by DW directive.

3:42: 52 PM

SENATOR CHARLIE HUGG NS aired the view that it's "a whacky idea"
to change the wording. He then noted the fiscal note and asked
how many people in Al aska have Purple Hearts.

REPRESENTATIVE LYNN clarified that the suggested change in
wordi ng wouldn't be in statute; it would only be a change on the
Iicense plate.

SENATOR THERRI AULT noted that HB 245 doesn’'t change the
| anguage.

REPRESENTATIVE LYNN said that's true, but Representati ve
Gruenberg wanted the request on record.

3:45:39 PM

ED KNOEBEL, d ennallen, reported that he sent a letter to the
committee to provide background information on the Purple Heart.
[A copy may be found in the bill file.] He then said he
participated in the license plate design and he would like it to
stay as currently designed. He explained that the plate has the
Purple Heart located on the left and the mlitary organization
indicated on the right with "conbat wound" underneath. In the
mddle is a spot for special identifications. H's |icense plate
i ndi cates the carrier he was on when he was wounded.

SENATOR HUGA NS conplinmented M. Knoebel on his work and asked
if he had been working with M. Gaguzis.

MR. KNOEBEL said yes and reiterated he didn't want any changes
made.

DUANE BANNOCK, Director, D vision of Mtor Vehicles, Departnent
of Adm nistration (DOA) expressed support for the bill.
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SENATOR THERRI AULT asked if there was anything on the fiscal
note that required highlighting.

MR. BANNOCK said no and noted the projected small decrease in
revenue.

SENATOR HUGA NS asked how many Purple Hearts recipients live in
Al aska.

MR.  BANNOCK responded he didn't know but there are 509
registered vehicles with Purple Heart license plates in the
state.

MR. KNOEBEL estimated that there m ght be tw ce that nunber.
SENATOR THERRI AULT asked for the will of the commttee.

SENATOR HUGA NS notioned to report CSHB 245(FI N)am and attached
fiscal note(s) from commttee with individual recomendations

There being no objection, it was so ordered.

There being no further business to cone before the conmttee
Chair Therriault adjourned the neeting at 3:52:10 PM
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