ALASKA STATE LEG SLATURE
SENATE STATE AFFAI RS STANDI NG COW TTEE
March 23, 2006
3:38 p.m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Senator CGene Therriault, Chair
Senator Charlie Huggins
Senator Bettye Davis

VEMBERS ABSENT

Senat or Thomas Wagoner, Vice Chair
Senator Kim Elton

COWM TTEE CALENDAR

SENATE BILL NO 274
"An Act relating to the disposition of surplus firearns by the
state."”

MOVED CSSB 274(STA) OQUT OF COW TTEE

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 21
Relating to the Vietnam War, to veterans, and to the Vietnam War
nmenorial entitled "The Mwving Wall."

MOVED CSSCR 21(STA) OQUT OF COW TTEE

SENATE BI LL NO. 214
"An  Act making appropriations for energy assistance and
weat heri zation; and providing for an effective date."

MOVED SB 214 OUT OF COW TTEE

SENATE BILL NO 215
"An Act relating to the energy dividend for 2005; and providing
for an effective date."

MOVED SB 215 OUT OF COW TTEE

PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: SB 274

SHORT TI TLE. STATE FI REARM DI SPOSAL AND | NVENTORY
SPONSOR(s): SENATOR(s) DYSON

02/ 09/ 06 (S) READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS
02/ 09/ 06 (S) STA, FIN
02/ 14/ 06 (S) STA AT 3: 30 PM BUTROVI CH 205
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02/ 14/ 06 (S <Bi |l Hearing Reschedul ed to 2/23/06>

02/ 23/ 06 (S) STA AT 3:30 PM BELTZ 211

02/ 23/ 06 (S) Heard & Hel d

02/ 23/ 06 (S) M NUTE( STA)

03/ 06/ 06 (S) STA AT 9:00 AM BUTROVI CH 205
03/ 06/ 06 (S) Heard & Hel d

03/ 06/ 06 (S) M NUTE( STA)

03/ 23/ 06 (S) STA AT 3:30 PM BELTZ 211
BILL: SCR 21

SHORT TI TLE: VI ETNAM WAR MEMORI AL: MOVI NG WALL
SPONSOR(s): SENATOR(s) HUGG NS

02/ 14/ 06 (S) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
02/ 14/ 06 (S) STA

03/ 23/ 06 (S) STA AT 3:30 PM BELTZ 211

BILL: SB 214

SHORT TI TLE: APPROP FOR ENERGY DI VI DEND & ASSI STANCE
SPONSOR(s) : SENATOR(s) THERRI AULT, KOOKESH

01/ 09/ 06 (S) PREFI LE RELEASED 12/ 30/ 05

01/ 09/ 06 (S) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
01/ 09/ 06 (S) STA, FIN

01/ 26/ 06 (S) STA AT 3:30 PM BELTZ 211

01/ 26/ 06 (S) Heard & Hel d

01/ 26/ 06 (S) M NUTE( STA)

03/ 23/ 06 (S) STA AT 3:30 PM BELTZ 211

BILL: SB 215
SHORT TI TLE: ENERGY DI VI DEND: | NCREASE 2005 PFD
SPONSOR(s): SENATOR(s) THERRI AULT, KOOKESH

01/ 09/ 06 (S) PREFI LE RELEASED 12/ 30/ 05

01/ 09/ 06 (S) READ THE FI RST TIME - REFERRALS
01/ 09/ 06 (S) STA, FIN

01/ 26/ 06 (S) STA AT 3:30 PM BELTZ 211

01/ 26/ 06 (S) Heard & Hel d

01/ 26/ 06 (S) M NUTE( STA)

03/ 23/ 06 (S) STA AT 3:30 PM BELTZ 211

W TNESS REG STER

Senat or Fred Dyson

Al aska State Legislature
Al aska State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
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PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: As sponsor of SB 274, explained Version X
and answer ed questi ons.

Wes Keller, Staff

Senator Fred Dyson

Al aska State Legislature

Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Answered a question on SB 274, Version X

Janmes Hel goe, Lieutenant

Di vision of Al aska State Troopers

Department of Public Safety

5700 East Tudor Road

Anchorage, AK 99507-1225

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 274, Version X

Josh Tenpel, Staff

to Senator Charlie Huggins

Al aska State Legislature

Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented SCR 21 on behal f of the sponsor.

Representative Bill Thonmas

Al aska State Legislature

Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Testified in support of SCR 21, Version G
and suggested an anendnent.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

CHAIR GENE THERRI AULT called the Senate State Affairs Standing
Commttee nmeeting to order at 3:38:30 PM Present were Senators
Charlie Huggins, Bettye Davis, and Chair GCene Therriault. He
noted that the remai ni ng nenbers were in anot her neeti ng.

SB 274- STATE FI REARM DI SPOSAL AND | NVENTORY

CHAI R GENE THERRI AULT announced SB 274 to be up for discussion.

3:39:14 PM

SENATOR CHARLIE HUGE NS noved to adopt the proposed conmittee
substitute (CS), Version X [labeled 24-1LS1636\X, Bannister,
3/22/06], as a work draft. Wthout objection, it was so ordered
and Version X was before the commttee.
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3:39: 39 PM

SENATOR FRED DYSON, Al aska State Legislature, sponsor of SB 274,
characterized Version X as a much nore polished version that he
believes the Departnment of Public Safety (DPS), the Departnent
of Admi nistration, and the attorneys are confortable wth. | t
clarifies there is no liability for the state to dispose of
firearns. For guns that the general population cannot |egally
own, such as sawed-off shotguns and fully automatic weapons, it
makes provisions for themto be sold to a Class 3 dealer. The
few weapons that are illegal to own - such as those with defaced
serial nunmbers - can be disassenbled, the illegal parts can be
throwmm away, and the remaining parts can be nmade available to
whoever wants them Furthernore, DPS nust report yearly to the
finance conmttee what firearns it traded in.

[Due to technical difficulties, there is no audio recording for
the tinme period 3:41:06 PMto 3:43:18 PM ]

3:41: 06 PM
CHAI R THERRI AULT referred to page 2, subsection (d), which tal ks
about a part of a surplus firearm He asked whether that

i ncl udes anmuni ti on.

WES KELLER, Staff to Senator Fred Dyson, pointed out that
"surplus firearm [page 3, line 3, in the definitions section]
means a firearm or anmunition.

3:43: 23 PM
SENATOR DYSON, in response to Senator Huggins, referred to page
2, line 2, saying this nmakes it clear that the state is still

able to trade firearns in.

3:44: 06 PM

JAMES HELGOE, Lieutenant, Division of Alaska State Troopers,
Departnment of Public Safety, infornmed nenbers that DPS supports
the bill in its current version, which gives DPS the flexibility
to dispose of firearns that cone into state possession.

3:44:52 PM
SENATOR HUGA NS noved to report CS for SB 274, Version X [24-
LS1636\ X, Bannister, 3/22/06] from conmttee wth individual
recommendati ons and attached fiscal note(s). Wthout objection,
CSSB 274(STA) was reported from the Senate State Affairs
Standi ng Comm ttee.

SCR 21- VI ETNAM WAR MEMORI AL: MOVI NG WAL L
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CHAI R GENE THERRI AULT announced SCR 21 to be up for discussion
He noted that a proposed conmttee substitute (CS), Version G
was in the packets.

3:45: 11 PM

JOSH TEMPEL, Staff to Senator Charlie Huggins, presented SCR 21

He explained that this issue is a big one for numerous veterans
across the state. The nmenorial will go to seven cities, and
people are ecstatic. Noting that many of Al aska's veterans have
seen extreme conbat, M. Tenpel suggested this nenorial wll
provi de a chance for closure.

He said this will be educational, not just about the Vietnam
War, but also about America's veterans in general and what
t hey've given for our country. Al though the nenorial cane to
Al aska about a decade ago, this tinme it wll go to comunities
where it has never been, i ncludi ng Bet hel and Cordova.
M. Tenpe offered his belief that Cordova has the highest
percentage of any city in the nation of fallen Vietnam veterans.

He explained that in honoring veterans across the state, it was
t hought an appropriate title for this sumer would be "a sunmer
of honor and a season of gratitude.” He expressed hope that the
state woul d adopt that title for this sumer.

3:47:57 PM

SENATOR CHARLIE HUGA NS, sponsor, added that Vietnam War
veterans, including hinmself, are now the majority of veterans

since those who served in Wrld War |l are passing away.
Unfortunately, there are many scars from the Vietnam era, both
physi cal and nental. Thus he believes the wall wll be
t herapeutic. For sone, it will bring closure, while others wll
see it as a harsh rem nder. What SCR 21 requests is a voice
from the Senate in recognition that the wall is going to

communities where it hasn't yet been, including the WMtanuska-
Susitna area, Eagle River, Kodiak, and other places.

He nentioned tel econferencing with various communities about how
to make it happen. Senator Huggins surmsed it will be a grand
occasion, though a sonber one. He expressed pride in being a
small part of this, and commended Representative Thomas for
having a big part on behalf of Southeast Al aska. He concl uded
by saying this is well deserved by veterans.

3:50: 18 PM
CHAI R THERRI AULT asked for a notion to adopt the \G Version.
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SENATOR BETTYE DAVI S noved [to adopt the proposed CS, Version G
| abel ed 24-LS1682\ G Bannister, 3/14/06, as the work docunent].
Wt hout objection, it was so ordered.

3:50:43 PM
REPRESENTATI VE BI LL THOVAS infornmed nenbers that he is a Vietnam
veteran from 1968. He thanked Senator Huggi ns and

Representative Stoltze for helping him get the nenorial to
Cordova, where people were overwhel mned when they found out about
this; four of them were classmates with three young nmen whose
nanmes are on the wall. Representati ve Thomas expressed great
pl easure that this is happening, agreeing there is a lot of
enotional scarring.

3:51:57 PM

REPRESENTATI VE THOVAS suggested a conceptual anendnent [page 2,
line 3], to replace "a" with "the" after "2006"; thus the title
for the tinme period would begin "the sumrer of honor". He
offered his belief that this would be stronger |anguage, and
asked i f Senator Huggi ns agreed.

SENATOR HUGGE NS concurr ed.

REPRESENTATI VE THOVAS expressed support for the resolution. He
said he's also working on getting the names on a citation, which
could be taken to each community. He noted that the platoon
sergeant for one young man who is listed on the nenorial wall
lives in Skagway, and two soldiers in Haines and Sitka had
served with the young nen he'd nentioned. Representative Thonas
said he is trying to find a way to take them to Cordova, where
the menorial will be on June 23. He thanked Senator Huggi ns and
Representative Stoltze for their assistance in Southeast Al aska.

3:53: 01 PM

CHAI R THERRI AULT noved to adopt Anmendnment 1, on page 2, line 3,
after "2006", to change "a" to "the". Thus it would read: "the
sumer of honor and a season of gratitude”. He added that the
drafters would be asked to put it into whatever form is
necessary to clarify that the observance is to be given that
title. There being no objection, it was so ordered.

3:54: 00 PM

SENATOR DAVIS noved to report CS for SCR 21, Version G [24-
LS1682\ G, Banni ster, 3/14/06], as anended, from commttee [with
i ndi vi dual recommendations and attached fiscal note(s)].
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Wt hout objection, CSSCR 21(STA) was reported from the Senate
State Affairs Standing Conmittee.

SB 214- APPROP_FOR ENERGY DI VI DEND & ASSI STANCE
SB 215- ENERGY DI VI DEND: | NCREASE 2005 PFED

3:54: 25 PM

CHAI R GENE THERRI AULT announced SB 214 and SB 215 to be up for
di scussi on. As one of the bills' sponsors, he explained that
this is energy-dividend |egislation. He noted that he had
touched base with commttee nenbers and asked them to consider
passing the bill on to the Senate Finance Commttee. He

rem nded nmenbers that the bills propose a dividend to help cover
i ncreased energy costs for Alaskans, with additional noney to
nmake up a difference for power cost equalization (PCE) in the
current fiscal year. They also propose a $10 nillion
appropriation for multiple-year use for weatherization for |ow
i nconme peopl e.

He pointed out that when it comes to PCE for the current fiscal

year and the following one, the issue ultimately will be dealt
with in the Senate Finance Conmttee. He suggested the
likelihood that funding would continue for weatherization for
| ow-i ncone people, and said he'd |ike the Senate Finance

Conmittee to consider a nultiyear appropriation.

3:56: 25 PM

SENATOR CHARLIE HUGE NS noved to report SB 214 and SB 215 from
committee with individual recomendations and attached fiscal
not e(s). Wthout objection, SB 214 and SB 215 were reported
fromthe Senate State Affairs Standing Conmttee.

There being no further business to conme before the conmttee,
Chair Therriault adjourned the Senate State Affairs Standing
Commttee neeting at 3:56:52 PM
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