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02/ 06/ 06 (H Moved CSHB 380(RES) CQut of Conmittee

02/ 06/ 06 (H M NUTE( RES)

02/ 08/ 06 (H RES RPT CS(RES) NT 7DP

02/ 08/ 06 (H DP: GATTO, OLSON, ELKINS,  LEDOUX,
CRAWFORD, SAMJELS, RAMRAS

02/ 28/ 06 (H FIN AT 1:30 PM HOUSE FI NANCE 519

02/ 28/ 06 (H Moved CSHB 380(FIN) Qut of Conmittee

02/ 28/ 06 (H M NUTE( FI N)

03/ 01/ 06 (H FIN RPT CS(FIN) NT 2DP 7NR

03/ 01/ 06 (H DP: FOSTER, MEYER

03/ 01/ 06 (H NR. KERTTULA, STOLTZE, HAWKER
WEYHRAUCH, MOSES, CHENAULT
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W TNESS REG STER

REPRESENTATI VE LES GARA

Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Sponsor of HB 37.

DI CK MYLIUS, Director

D vision of Mning, Land, and Water
Departnent of Natural Resources

400 W1 I oughby Ave.

Juneau, AK 99801-1724

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Supported HB 37.

| AN FI SK, St aff

Representative Bill Thomas

Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: I ntroduced HB 218 for the sponsor

KEVI N MCDOUGALL, Presi dent

Board of Directors

Nor t her n Sout heast Regi onal Aquacul ture Associ ati on ( NSRAA)
Juneau, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Expressed doubts about HB 218.

DI ANE PLATT
Cordova District Fishermen United (CDFU)
Cordova, AK
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POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Supported HB 218.

ERI C JORDAN

Commer ci al Fi sher man

Sitka, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: HB 218 needs further work but he appl auds
the bill direction.

DEBRA LYONS, Secretary/ Treasurer,

Board of Directors

Nort hern Sout heast Regi onal Aquacul ture Associ ati on (NSRAA)
POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Asked the conmttee to hold HB 218 for
addi tional work.

DAN CASTLE, President,

Sout heast Al aska Sei ners Associ ati on (SEAS)
Ket chi kan, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Supported HB 218.

BRUCE WALLACE

Conmer ci al Fi sher man

Ket chi kan, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Supported SB 218.

JERRY M CUNE

Uni ted Fi shernen of Al aska

Juneau, AK

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Supported HB 218.

BOB THORSTENSON, Executive Director

Sout heast Al aska Sei ners Associ ati on ( SEAS)
Juneau, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Supported HB 218

M TCH EI DE, Board Menber

Sout heast Al aska Sei ners Associ ati on ( SEAS)

Pet er sburg, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Asked the conmttee to support HB 218.

M CHAEL PAW.OABKI, Staff
Representati ve Kevin Meyer
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: I ntroduced HB 380 on behal f of the sponsor.

DR. GERLACH, State Veterinarian
Departnent of Environnental Conservation
410 W11 oughby

Juneau, AK 99801-1795
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PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Said HB 380 is inportant for controlling
t he spread of infectious disease.

DR LOU SA CASTRODALE

Division of Public Health

Department of Health and Social Services

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Expressed full support for HB 380

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

CHAIR THOVAS WAGONER called the Senate Resources Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 3:38:20 PM Present at call to
order were Senators Ben Stevens, Stedman, Seekins, Dyson, Elton
and Chair Wagoner. Senator Kookesh arrived shortly.

CSHB 37(FIN) AM PUBLI C ACCESS TO FI SHI NG STREANS

CHAI R THOVAS WAGONER announced CSHB 37(FIN) AM to be up for
consi derati on.

REPRESENTATI VE LES GARA, sponsor of HB 37, explained that the
bill asks the Departnent of Natural Resources (DNR) to create a
list of areas where public access to fishing streans mght be
| ost when the land is devel oped. He nentioned Montana Creek in
the Mat-Su Valley, the Anchor River on the Kenai, and Deep Creek
on the Kenai as exanples and said people have been fishing in
these areas for years and nobody has cared that the access is
across private land. That m ght not be the case in the future so
HB 37 is a proactive step to negotiate for continued public
access before the lands are devel oped and becone too expensive
to return to the public domain.

3:40: 27 PM
SENATOR DYSON asked if DNR or the adm nistration approve of the
bill.

DICK MYLIUS, Director, Dvision of Mning, Land, and Wter,
Department of Natural Resources, replied DNR believes it is a
good idea to identify access points, but it recognizes that
there is an associated cost. The bill sinply sets up a process
whereby the Al aska Department of Fish and Ganme (ADF&G woul d
identify where access is needed and DNR would determ ne the
options and costs for the acquisitions. It would then be up to
the legislature to fund the acquisitions or not.

SENATE RES COW TTEE - 6- April 5, 2006



SENATOR STEDMAN expressed concern with the long-term effects of
creating a list because the |anguage in the bill is a lot nore
aggressive than what is inplied.

CHAIR WAGONER noted the proposed anmendnents that change the
| anguage.

3:42: 57 PM
SENATOR BEN STEVENS asked where the bill says that the |list
conmes back to the legislature for authorization.

MR. MYLIUS replied it is on page 3, line 10.

CHAIR WAGONER noted that the bill says that before February of
each year the comm ssioner of fish and gane shall submit a plan
to acquire public access to fish and wldlife, but it doesn't
say it goes back to the |egislature.

SENATOR BEN STEVENS asked M. Mlius if that is where he is
saying the plan has to go to the legislature for approval of the
appropriation to execute the plan the follow ng fiscal year.

MR. MYLIUS acknow edged it doesn't say it exactly, but when the
fiscal notes were prepared DNR assumed there would not be noney
in the bill for acquisitions. The assunption was that the
department would have to return to the legislature with a
subsequent request. For a purchase the request would be for an
appropriation for a specific purpose and for a | and exchange the
request would ask for financing to fund the exchange.

SENATOR BEN STEVENS asked if the assunption was that the
departrment would ask the legislature for approval of the
authorization to expend the funds, but not approval to select
t he | and.

MR. MYLIUS replied that is correct.

SENATOR BEN STEVENS recalled that the original bill nentioned
the acquisition of only two mles, but according to subsection
(c) two mles would be acquired each year.

REPRESENTATI VE GARA replied there is an anendnent to address
that issue, but the intention was for the list to include a set
nunber of mles. There ought to be mninmum nunber of mles for
DNR to identify each year but the state probably won't purchase
everything on the |ist each year. In fact, it probably won't
purchase through the list in a decade. "It's not Ilike you'll
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have a new 2 or 3 or 4 mles every year. It'll just be as it's
purchased through.”™ The list will probably |ook the same unti
the | egislature decides to buy.

3:47:23 PM
SENATOR KOOKESH | oi ned the neeti ng.

3:47:33 PM
CHAI R WAGONER nentioned that the anendnent says 2 to 5 mles per
year.

REPRESENTATI VE GARA said it's the comrittee's discretion so |ong
as the top nunber isn't too high.

CHAIR WAGONER closed the public hearing. He noted the three
amendnents and asked for a notion.

3:48: 39 PM
SENATOR FRED DYSON noved CSHB 37(FINN AM Version X A for
consi derati on.

SENATOR BERT STEDMAN obj ect ed.

SENATOR KI M ELTON noved to adopt Anendnent 1, |abeled X A 3.

24- 150284\ XA. 3
Bul | ock
9/ 25/ 06

AMENDMENTI1

OFFERED | N THE SENATE
TO  CSHB 37(FIN) am

Page 3, line 13, followng "two":
Insert "and not nore than a total of five"

SENATOR DYSON called a point of order saying there was an
objection to noving the bill.

CHAIR WAGONER clarified that the objection was for discussion
purposes so the bill is before the commttee.

SENATOR ELTON restated his notion.
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SENATCOR BEN STEVENS obj ect ed.

SENATOR ELTON said the sponsor took note when Senator Stedman
identified the open-ended |anguage, which required "a m ninum
access to not less than a total of tw neander mles..." The
proposed anmendnent tightens the |anguage by inserting “not nore
than a total of five nmeander mles”. Therefore, over time there
woul d be no additions to the plan until the list dropped bel ow
two mles.

SENATOR STEDVAN responded the Ilanguage is still problematic
because there would be an action every year and in his view the
nore land that is kept in private hands, the better it is for
the state.

SENATOR ELTON expl ai ned that the amendnent caps the plan, but it
doesn't change other restricting conponents in the bill. Nothing
conpels an easenent or a sale; it specifically says that the
right of em nent domain may not be exercised to acquire |land or
interest in |and.

CHAIR WAGONER asked Senator Stevens if he maintained his
obj ecti on.

SENATOR STEVENS asked where it says it will cap the plan because
he interpreted the | anguage differently.

3:54:20 PM

SENATOR ELTON explained that the departnents wll proffer one
plan and it may have not less than 2 mles and not nore than 5.
He |ooked to the sponsor and said he didn't believe anything
woul d preclude the departnments from having a new plan the next
year that may not include or identify the sane stream access
points. However, if the departnments submt a new plan it would
be restricted, just as the old plan was, to not l|less than 2
meander mles and nore not nore than 5. The cap applies to the
nmeander mles; it doesn't preclude the departnment from changing
or identifying other neander ml es.

3:55:42 PM

SENATOR BEN STEVENS countered his reading is that there shall be
2 to 5 mles acquired every year and there is no cap on the
nunber of mnmles acquired in the plan. Hypothetically, he said,
50 neander mles of riverbank could be acquired in 10 years. He
asked if his interpretation was incorrect.
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SENATOR ELTON replied no, but you would only get to that

position if the legislature authorized access to all neander
mles in the plan. You could only add mles if access has been
provided to all the areas in the plan. At that point the

departnent could add neander mles in a subsequent plan. That
would only occur after the legislature has nmade a decision to
appropriate funds to acquire the access.

3:57:18 PM
REPRESENTATI VE GARA said Senator Elton explained the intention
of the bill, but Senator Stevens raised a good point. The state

probably won't purchase access to all the land that is on the
|ist each year so the departnments should not be required to keep
submtting a new list each year even if it's the same one. He
suggested inserting language to clarify that an annual plan
isn'"t required as long as at least 2 mles remain on the |ist
for future acquisition.

He offered to work with the commttee on a conceptual anendnent.

3:58: 02 PM

SENATOR BEN STEVENS said he wasn't prepared to work on a
conceptual anendnent; he had additional concerns. For instance,
Section 2, subsection (b)(2), gives the conm ssioner of DNR the
authority to trade state land for private land wth no
| egi sl ative approval or fiscal note transaction. There is no
understanding that an assessnment would be done, that the |and
trade would be at fair market value and that it would be a
transaction of equal value. The conmmi ssioner could trade 5 mles
each year and although it wouldn't cost anything, t he
| egi sl ature woul dn't have any authority to prevent it.

MR, MYLIUS replied while the bill doesn't specifically require
DNR to go back to the legislature, the only way a purchase coul d
occur is through the budget process. He agreed that the
departnment coul d exchange | and without |egislative approval, but
there's already a process for that. However, the statute for
| and exchange requires an exchange at fair nmarket appraised
value or, in its absence, it requires |egislative approval.

CHAI R WAGONER sai d the question before the comrittee is adoption
of Amendnment X. A. 3.

4:02: 06 PM

SENATOR ELTON argued in favor of the anendment because it is
controlling and precludes a large land trade by placing a top-
end cap.
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SENATOR DYSON cal |l ed a question on the anendnent.

A roll call vote was taken. The notion to adopt Amendnment X A 3
passed with 4 yeas and 3 nays. Senator Dyson, Senator Elton,
Senat or Kookesh and Senator Wagoner voted in favor and Senator
St edman, Senator Ben Stevens, and Senat or Seekins voted against.

CHAI R WAGONER said he would hold his anmendnents because he could
see the direction the bill was going. He noted Senator Stedman's
objection to the bill and asked for a roll call.

A roll call vote was taken and Senator Elton, Senator Kookesh
and Senator Dyson voted yea and Senator Stedman, Senator Ben
St evens, Senat or Seekins and Senat or WAgoner voted nay.

CSHB 37(FIN) AMfailed to nove fromcommttee.

CSHB( FI N) 218- PRI VATE HATCHERY COST RECOVERY FI SHERI ES

CHAI R WAGONER announced HB 218 to be up for consideration.

| AN FISK, staff to Representative Bill Thomas, presented the
bill on behalf of the sponsor and clarified that the commttee
was working from Version R that passed the House. He expl ained
that HB 218 addresses the way hatcheries recover costs. Under
the current system a hatchery takes bids from processors for
recovery of the anticipated return and allocates a certain
percentage of the harvest as cost recovery. The percentage
varies from hatchery to hatchery.

The intent of the bill is to nmaximze the benefit to the user
groups and so HB 218 creates a system whereby the hatchery
operator has the option of collecting the cost recovery through
a fishery that is open to all fishernmen who hold permts to
harvest fish in the hatchery area.

MR. FI SK explained that for a hatchery to be able to recover its
costs through a common property fishery there would have to be
an assessnent on the fish that are harvested specifically in the
cost recovery area. That termnal harvest area is typically
| ocated directly in front of a hatchery or renpote rel ease site.
The Board of Fisheries or the conmm ssioner of Al aska Departnent
of Fish and Gane (ADF&G sets the boundari es.

The language in the bill establishes an assessnment between 1 and
40 percent of the value of the fish. The proceeds would be
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recovered in a manner sinmlar to the sal non enhancenent tax. The
hat cheri es woul d not collect the tax.

MR. FI SK enphasi zed that this is optional and the sponsor would
not support nmaking it mandatory. He has worked with hatchery
operators to reach a confort zone and is wlling to continue
doi ng so.

4:11: 39 PM
CHAI R WVAGONER stated he intended to hold the bill until Friday.

4:12:18 PM

SENATOR STEDMVAN said he had a neeting on the bill earlier today
and the version that was discussed wasn't Version R He
appreciated the additional time to consider the bill because
t hat al one has created confusion.

CHAIR WAGONER said a suggested CS canme out of the sponsor's
office, but there would be a Senate Resource Commttee CS
presented on Friday.

MR. FISK comrented, "The version that we've been working on
reflects a lot of the changes that have been worked on in the
Interim.. W've just tried to address sone of the hatcheries’
concerns.” There is nothing in it that is drastically different.
He noted that he had a list of the changes that have been nade
as the bill noved through the process to accommobdate concerns
and the idea is to work wwth the hatcheries to keep it optional.

SENATOR BEN STEVENS asked if Version Bis the work draft.

MR. FISK said Version B is a work draft that reflects changes
made in response to hatchery concerns. Those changes are not in
Version R

CHAIR WAGONER clarified that Version B was discussed in the
neeti ng Senator Stednman nenti oned.

CHAI R WAGONER opened public testinony.

4:15: 23 PM

KEVIN  MCDOUGALL, Presi dent, Nor t hern Sout heast Regi onal
Agquacul ture Association (NSRAA) Board of Directors, said cost
recovery is a difficult issue but HB 218 is a knee-jerk reaction
to low returns. The NSRAA Board is open to ways to deal wth
this issue and has decided it will not oppose the bill but the
fact remains that it does have reservations about it. He urged
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the conmttee to review the docunents that NSRAA has submtted
before making a decision on the legislation. [Abbreviated
testinmony due to audio difficulties.]

4:20: 05 PM

DI ANE PLATT, Cordova District Fishernen United (CDFU), stated
support for HB 218. CDFU believes that nany fishernen support
the effort to get away from existing processor practices and
this is a good starting point.

4:20: 51 PM

ERIC JORDAN, Sitka comrercial fisherman, said HB 218 needs
further consideration, but he applauds the direction because
there is a problem with the current cost recovery. There was a
fundanmental error when cost recovery was established because
there was no intention to pay for it through the common property
fishery. He said that HB 218 is going in the right direction,
but the details require work. He suggested a change on page 2,
lines 7-10 and said it wuld be a good idea to appoint a task
force to look at the problem of cost recovery not going to a
common property fishery.

4:26: 40 PM

SENATOR ELTON explained that conponent of the bill is telling
the Board of Fisheries it can adopt regulations regarding a
fisheries managenent plan that includes allocation plans, but
doesn’t preclude anything else. He said it mght nake sense to
use the language that's there and do it through the Board of
Fi sheries process rather than mcromanaging the regulations in
statute. He asked M. Jordan to respond.

MR. JORDAN said he agreed with concept, but the nore specific
gui dance the legislature provides as to intent the better. This
is a big issue, he said, and we need to rethink the termna
harvest or special harvest areas if we're going to conduct these
types of fisheries for all gear groups.

4:28:43 PM

DEBRA LYONS, Secretary/Treasurer, NSRAA Board of Directors,
asked the commttee not to not pass HB 219 until nore work is
done. She noted that the fiscal notes state zero and the
Department of Revenue fiscal note comments say the bill doesn't

authorize it to enforce assessments. She asked when the
enforcement would occur if nothing is budgeted to enforce the
| anguage in the bill. A further coment states that a successful
program needs regul ar staffing yet nothing is budgeted for that.
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As a nenber of the NSRAA board, she is interested in preserving
flexibility to respond to changes during the season. If this
were to pass, she understands that NSRAA would be bound to a
common property fishery at the assessnent established for the
year regardless of the strength of the return. This would be
particularly problematic in years in which the anticipated
return was stronger than what nmaterialized. The bill has further
inflexibility in that it would bind NSRAA's ability to fund
operating reserves to 100 percent and it doesn't allow the board
flexibility in setting financial policies and in naking
financi al deci si ons.

A further concern relates to risk. A worst-case scenario is that
the NSRAA Board and the fishernen agree, in good faith, to
participate in the conmon property fishery, but when the season
conmes along the fishernmen choose not to participate. NSRAA woul d
have no fish taken for cost recovery and would have nothing in
place with buyers to conduct a tradition cost recovery fishery
on such short noti ce.

M5. LYONS referenced subsection (d) on page 2 and suggested
changing the wording to, "The Departnent of Revenue will set the
assessnent based on the recommendati on of the board of directors
of the affected hatchery.” She said she didn't understand the
difference between this assessnent and a tax and why it can be
adopted wi thout a vote of the fishernen.

V. LYONS said there 1is little understanding of NSRAA s
strategic plans to diversify their cost recovery fishery over
time to allow nore Chinook and Coho to be harvested and reduce
the burden on the Chum fishery. She suggested that other
alternatives could be explored. Perhaps the sport fishery could
contribute sonething toward NSRAA' s operation and the
aquacul ture tax could be increased a |little. That conbined with
relying on other species for revenue would be a preferred
solution to HB 218. She reiterated her request to hold the bill.

4:36:19 PM

DAN CASTLE, President, Southeast Alaska Seiners Association
(SEAS), said a vast mpjority of the SEAS nenbership accepts the
idea of doing something different wth cost recovery in
Sout heast Al aska. Cost recovery prograns have evolved and are
required to take an increasing anount of hatchery return and the
benefit is spreading to the fishernmen. SEAS would |ike to see
the returns pass through the fish holds of the fishernen that
are making a living from fishing. This would strengthen the
rel ati onship that individual fishernmen have with processors.
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MR. CASTLE enphasized that the Jlanguage in the bill is
perm ssive and reiterated supported for HB 218.

4:39: 03 PM

BRUCE WALLACE, commercial fisherman from Ketchi kan, said SB 218
is just a tool. The cost recovery program is not working and
change needs to occur. He agreed with Senator Elton that
m cromanagi ng cost recovery through statute probably isn't the
answer and the decisions are probably better left to the Board
of Fisheries. Since the language is permssive and doesn't
mandat e that NSRAA or any non-profit use the tool, he suggested
it is an appropriate vehicle to expand the toolkit. He urged the
commttee to support HB 218.

4:41:21 PM

JERRY McCUNE, United Fishernmen of Al aska, stated support for HB
218. He thanked the sponsor for accomobdating the hatcheries'
concerns.

Ref erencing page 2, line 10, he noted that the Board of
Fisheries already has the authority to review allocation plans
anong user groups of hatchery stocks and to close a fishery if a
run is weak and isn't sufficient for cost recovery or to get the
brood stock. Al this bill does is let fishernmen cone to an
agreenent with a hatchery to be able to take fish under common
property and sell them to the processor so the fishernmen have
access and aren't sitting around waiting for the hatchery to do
t he conmon property harvest.

Wth regard to subsection (b) he said the attorney general
advised that it has to be in the bill; it is part of existing
stat ute.

4:44. 49 PM

BOB THORSTENSON, Executive Director, Southeast Al aska Seiners
Associ ation (SEAS), referenced M. Lyons' concern regarding an
assessnment fishery without a vote of the fishernmen and rem nded
her that the current cost recovery is without a vote of the
fishermen. He said if SEAS nenbers were polled, they would
overwhel mngly vote to elimnate cost recovery. Furthernore, he
said, SEAS fishernmen are wlling to pay to cover the cost
recovery goals in Southeast, but they don't want to put those
costs on the back of other gear groups. Regarding the suggestion
for a task force, he said that approach has been tried for many
years and HB 218 is partially the result of a task force.
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Under this legislation the people who catch the fish would pay
the tax. "W're willing to pay the tax so we can have our boats
wor ki ng and not have just a few people catching all the fish and
one processor processing all the fish,” he said. SEAS believes
it has to be in statute and that paying the tax is the
responsi bl e thing to do.

4:47: 46 PM

M TCH EIDE, Petersburg, Board Menber, Southeast Al aska Seiners
Associ ation, asked the conmttee to support HB 218 because it
will give fishernmen access to nore fish through the conmon
property fishery.

CHAI R WAGONER cl osed public hearing and held HB 218 in conmmttee
to allowtime to prepare a comm ttee substitute.

CSHB 380) (FIN)(Title am-AN MALS & ANl MAL OR AGRI CULTURAL
PRODUCTS

CHAIR WAGONER announced CSHB 380(FIN)(title am to be up for
consi derati on.

4:51: 37 PM

M CHAEL PAW.OWEKI, staff to Representative Kevin Meyer, said HB
380 addresses the state’'s ability to respond to energing
di seases. The dilenma arises because the statute was witten
prior to statehood when aninmals were |limted to I|ivestock or
poultry. Thus the state veterinarian and the state don't have
the authority to inspect, quarantine, or deal with aninmals that
fall outside the definition of |ivestock.

HB 380 repeals and reenacts the powers relating to the state
veterinarian, updates the powers and defines animls and aninal
products. It will enable the state to respond in the event that
Avian |Influenza of another disease cones into Alaska in the
ani mal popul ati on.

4:54: 03 PM

DR. CGERLACH, State Veterinarian, Departnent of Environnental
Conservation (DEC), said HB 380 is inportant for controlling the
spread of infectious disease because it's recognized that 70
percent of new diseases affecting human health conme from
animals. Such diseases affect animal health, food production,
and human health as well as l|ocal and national economes so the
i npact can be wi despread.
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Currently the State Veterinarian's authority is limted to
control of certain types of diseases, but there is no single
agency in Alaska that has authority to manage the different
categories of aninmals that are capable of carrying diseases into
the state that can severely threaten the state's anim
resources as well as public health.

4:57: 32 PM

DR. LQUI SA CASTRODALE, Division of Public Health, Departnent of
Health and Social Services testified on behalf of the director,
Dr. Richard Mandsager in full support of HB 380.

CHAI R WAGONER cl osed the public hearing and asked the conmmttee
if there were questions or discussion.

4:58:10 PM
SENATOR SEEKI NS noved to adopt Anmendnent 1, |abeled I A 1.

24-LS1469\ 1 A 1

Banni st er
9/ 25/ 06
AMENDMENT1
OFFERED | N THE SENATE
TGO CSHB 380(FIN) (title am
Page 2, line 28:
Del ete "and"
| nsert new par agraphs to read:
"(3) enter into agreenents wth the federal

governnent for controlling disease anong aninmals and match
f eder al paynments for animals destroyed under t hose
agreenents from any appropriation available for this
pur pose;

(4) pay an owner of an animal destroyed under
this section an amount from any appropriation available for
this purpose; and"

Renunber the follow ng paragraph accordingly.

Page 7, line 23, follow ng "03.45. 060":
Insert ", 03.45.070, 03.45.080"

BEN STEVENS obj ected for discussion purposes.
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SENATOR SEEKI NS expl ai ned that the anmendnent woul d enable DEC to
work with the legislature and the federal governnment in the
event of an energency to ensure that the agricultural industry
isn't decimated by a disease outbreak. It would also provide an
updated vehicle for conpensation to an owner of an aninmal that
was destroyed to control the spread of disease if funds are nade
avai l able for that purpose. Finally it inserts AS 03.45.070 and
AS 03.45.080 in the repeal er section.

5:01: 50 PM
SENATOR KI M ELTON asked if DEC suggested the anmendnent.

SENATOR SEEKINS replied people in the farmng industry in the
Delta area who have dairy and beef cattle suggested the
amendnent. He believes the Farm Bureau and DEC support it.

5:02:36 PM

SENATOR ELTON asked if this gives DEC and the legislature the
authority to elect to indemify an owner if the federa
government orders an animal to be destroyed.

SENATOR SEEKINS replied yes. The legislature would need to
appropriate the noney, but it would allow a federal funds natch
if the legislature so elected. It also broadens the scope and
increases the flexibility in ways to use federal funds and work
with new paraneters as they may develop. Current statutes allow
just dairy cattle.

SENATOR STEVENS renoved his objection.

CHAI R WAGONER announced that w thout objection Anendnment 1,
| abel ed 1A 1, was adopt ed.

5:04:52 PM

SENATOR SEEKINS noved to report SCS CSHB 380(RES) from conmittee
with individual recomendations and attached fiscal note(s).
There was no objection and it was so ordered.

There being no further business to conme before the commttee
Chai r Wagoner adjourned the neeting at 5:05:56 PM
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