ALASKA STATE LEGQ SLATURE
SENATE LABOR AND COMVERCE STANDI NG COWVM TTEE
May 5, 2006
8:16 a. m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Senat or Con Bunde, Chair
Senat or Ben Stevens
Senator Johnny Ellis
Senator Bettye Davis

MEMBERS ABSENT
Senat or Ral ph Seekins, Vice Chair
COW TTEE CALENDAR

CS FOR SPONSOR SUBSTI TUTE FOR HOUSE BI LL NO 31(FIN)
"An Act relating to the presunption of coverage for a workers'
conpensation claim for disability as a result of certain
di seases for certain occupations.”

MOVED SCS CSSSHB 31(L&C) OUT OF COW TTEE

PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: HB 31

SHORT TITLE. WORKERS COWP: DI SEASE PRESUMPTI ON
SPONSOR('s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) ANDERSON

01/ 10/ 05 (H) PREFI LE RELEASED 12/ 30/ 04

01/ 10/ 05 (H READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS

01/ 10/ 05 (H) L&C, HES, FIN

02/ 09/ 05 (H) L&C AT 3:15 PM CAPI TOL 17

02/ 09/ 05 (H Heard & Held

02/ 09/ 05 (H M NUTE( L&C)

03/ 04/ 05 (H SPONSCR SUBSTI TUTE | NTRODUCED

03/ 04/ 05 (H READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS

03/ 04/ 05 (H) L&C, HES, FIN

03/ 04/ 05 (H L&C AT 3:15 PM CAPI TOL 17

03/ 04/ 05 (H Moved Qut of Conmittee

03/ 04/ 05 (H M NUTE( L&C)

03/ 07/ 05 (H L&C RPT 4DP 3NR

03/ 07/ 05 (H DP: CRAWFCRD, LYNN, GUTTENBERG,
ANDERSQN,

03/ 07/ 05 (H NR  KOTT, LEDOUX, ROKEBERG

03/ 29/ 05 (H HES AT 3:00 PM CAPI TOL 106
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03/ 29/ 05 (H Moved Qut of Conmittee

03/ 29/ 05 (H M NUTE( HES)

04/ 01/ 05 (H) HES RPT 2DP 1DNP 1NR

04/ 01/ 05 (H DP: ANDERSON, MCGUI RE;

04/ 01/ 05 (H DNP: W LSON;

04/ 01/ 05 (H NR:  KOHRI NG

04/ 21/ 05 (H FIN AT 1: 30 PM HOUSE FI NANCE 519
04/ 21/ 05 (H Moved CSSSHB 31(FIN) CQut of Committee
04/ 21/ 05 (H) M NUTE( FI N)

04/ 22/ 05 (H FIN RPT CS(FIN) 3DP 4NR

04/ 22/ 05 (H) DP: HAWKER, CROFT, STOLTZE;

04/ 22/ 05 (H NR: WEYHRAUCH, JOULE, KELLY, CHENAULT
03/ 30/ 06 (H TRANSM TTED TO (S)

03/ 30/ 06 (H VERSI ON: CSSSHB 31( FI N)

03/ 31/ 06 (S) READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS
03/ 31/ 06 (S) L&C, FIN

04/ 20/ 06 (S L&C AT 1:30 PM BELTZ 211

04/ 20/ 06 (S) Heard & Held

04/ 20/ 06 (S) M NUTE( L&C)

05/ 02/ 06 (S L&C AT 1:30 PM BELTZ 211

05/ 02/ 06 (S) Heard & Held

05/ 02/ 06 (S) M NUTE( L&C)

W TNESS REG STER

Heath Hi | yard, Staff

Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Expl ained changes in Senate Committee
Substitute for HB 31.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

CHAIR CON BUNDE called the Senate Labor and Commerce Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 8:16:58 AM Present were Senators
Johnny Ellis, Bettye Davis, and Chair Con Bunde. Senator Ben
Stevens arrived shortly thereafter.

CSSSHB  31(FI N) - WORKERS' COWP: DI SEASE PRESUMPTI ON

CHAI R CON BUNDE announced HB 31 to be up for consideration.

SENATOR JOHNNY ELLIS noved SCS CSSSHB 31, Version \S as the
wor ki ng docunent .

CHAI R BUNDE announced that w thout objection, Version S was
before the commttee and then recognized M. Hilyard.

SENATE L& C COW TTEE - 2- May 5, 2006



8:17:37 AM

HEATH HI LYARD, staff to Representative Anderson, explained that
Version S addresses the concerns that were expressed previously.
He said he would highlight where the specific 1issues were
addr essed.

First there was concern about the differentiation regarding the
10-year enploynment requirenent. Oiginally that only applied to
cancers and not to respiratory or cardiovascul ar issues. That is
addressed on page 2, lines 17-20. The term "disease" replaces
the term "cancer” and applies to all the diseases |isted on page
2 so there would be a 10-year enploynment requirenment for all the
di seases listed. Also, lines 21-23 regarding qualifying nedica
exam nations applies to all diseases and not just the cancers.

There was also question about the applicability of the
presunptions with regard to peace officers versus firefighters.
There was particular confusion on page 2, starting on line 29.
That presunption applies to the contagious diseases |isted on
page 3. The presunption regarding cancers and respiratory
di seases applies only to fire fighters and can be found on page

1, starting on line 13. The cancers and respiratory diseases
apply only to fire fighters. The infectious diseases on page 3
apply to peace officers as well, he said.

The Departnent of Labor expressed concern at the lack of
definition for firefighter. Page 3, line 28 clarifies that "fire
fighter" has the sane neaning is defined in AS 09.65.295 M.
Hi | yard read the follow ng definition fromsubsection (c):

..."fire fighter” means a person enployed by a
muni ci pal fire departnment or who is a nenber of a
volunteer fire departnent registered with the state
fire marshal, or a person registered for purposes of
wor kers' conpensation with the state fire marshal as a
menber of a volunteer fire departmnent.

MR. H LYARD said his last point is in reference to a previous
response he had given to Senator Seekins related to the
presunptions and applicability of the infectious diseases. He
clarified that Section 1 provides that all the presunptions are
rebuttable and that a nunber of factors such as weight,
lifestyle, tobacco use, and hereditary factors nay be taken into
consi der ati on.
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8:21: 09 AM

CHAIR BUNDE noted that Senator Ben Stevens had arrived shortly
after the neeting convened.

SENATOR BUNDE reiterated that all the clains are rebuttable.
Workers' conpensation wouldn't be automatic even if, for
exanple, a person worked for the fire departnent for 10-years
and then contracted a listed disease or a cancer. The person
would be required to go through a particular process to show
some nexus between the illness and the enpl oynent.

MR. HI LYARD agreed; a qualifying mnedical exam nation would be
requi red and absent that the presunption would be absent.

8:22:15 AM

CHAIR BUNDE closed public testinmony and stated that with the
af orenenti oned changes the bill could nove from conmmttee wth
reduced concern about the inpacts to municipalities and workers'
conpensati on. He asked for a notion.

8:22:32 AM

SENATOR ELLIS noved to report SCS CSSSHB 31(L&C) and attached
zero and indetermnate fiscal notes from conmmttee wth
i ndi vi dual recomendati ons. Senator Davis, Senator Ben Stevens,
Senator Ellis, and Chair Bunde voted yea and it was so ordered.

There being no further business to conme before the conmttee,
Chai r Bunde adjourned the neeting at 8:25:29 AM

SENATE L& C COW TTEE -4- May 5, 2006



